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(U) fn Forwards biographical information on Brigaclier General Ramon Genaro
DIAZ BESSONE, Argentine Army currently serwing as Minister of Planning.
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t976-az-oL nhY)
t976-L?-AL

J. traIE Or tLt,o'lT (y".-r,., ,'..t

a. il  t4L:

otltc,tho[surilnot.,uiil(tli't. rnrno.6/rclhoncll.Fotil]nrinllott1lttqn,r4stzt?.ofilalo).

Ramon Genaro DIAZ BESSONE
L- L.AUE OR NArnF-S EY wHl(:ti lttrl/lou l. r'nt.l t l'' To 0Il AoDtif,sSrl)

(l) rtr oFFrclAr' conRcsPoNoEr{cE' General de Brigade Ramon Genaro DIAZ BESS0NE

(2) ORALLY AI'OFFICIAt. GATHTRII]GS: GCNCTAl DIAZ BESSONE

Artillery
l. BRANCH Ots SenVrCE

DATE ASSUMt:L) POSTT totr
(Ycar, hontlt, day)

rg75-Lo-23

d. OATE OF RANK

l.972-r2-3r

9. SEX

Male

TELEPHOIIE NO

I3. PHOTO SUBMITTEO (b)(6)
[X yEs NO

I5. RELIGIOIT

f,l enacrrcrHc [_-] NoNpRAcrtcrNG

IN NATIVE ALPNAAI]T
Ramon Genaro DIAZ BESSONE

5.

Brigadier General/General tle Bri gaila

5ERVICE
Arrny

6. VAt?tANTS, ALlr.5f5r OR HICKNA[1ES

Minister of Planning

(, trAliK/TITLE (h rnAtl'h and Native l.ntua(e)

PP ESEN T FOSI I ICN

roN7. PO

8. OA'fL ,.ND PLACE OF BIRfH (Tosil, Statct l,r-vnce, Cornky )

1925-10-27, San Rafael-, Mendoza, Argentina

tU. PRtSEilT AOORESS ( tich,din( onlt :ocAtidt il onplicsLlc )

il
Argentine

NA'] IONALITY I2. RACE

Caucas ian t--

A rgentine

I7. MARITAL STATIJS

wtoov/ED

t4, Cll lZEltSHlP ( Indicat. dtal.illzer:srr/n e.herc aDplicAblc )

I8. AGE

52

["] srN6LE

16. Tllr-F:S AND IIONOPIFICS (t'tirce, l)o.tot, Pai.tit, ?tc ),

General Staff Officer [-{J urnnreo

[--l orvonceo

NO[-] vrs [[l No [-l Yes

PH iS
I9. BLARD

DESCRIPTION

MU51 AChE

[_! nro

24, AALO
YES

25. AETGXl

1.77 meters
26. WEIGHT

75 kilograms
LOR HAIR23.

None

20. TEETH (Natutat)

[-{] vrs [--l ro
21. FnOMINENT OR UNUSUAL FEATURES (trolr., s.rrs, t,itthh.rksr .tc )

2r. AUILO (SnalL madtm, lareo)
Medium

22. COLOR EYES
Brotn

28. FOSIURE
Erect

zs. ffi nroxr xlHoeo
[] rEFr HAiloEo

30. PHYSICAL OEFECTS

None
3I. GENERAL STATE Ots HEALTH

Ewap'l I ant
32, IrARO OF llEARTNG

flves FlHo
33. GL ASSES

lxl YEs L,] No Reatling
PERSONAI. BACt(GROUND

lVlL EOUCAYION (Lis. !.Aoor., b..tton(s)t hojot cou.,.. d!e.rc(s), hoaor6, .nd,Dcrusrv! d.,ct Cyoa.. hoa.h, dny).
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34. C

Normal elementary/high school education

35. LAN6UA6E PRoFICIENCY (Inc,od.
French - believed fluent

dl6lacts. d.erc. ol ttucncy. nnd obuity to .ct r. trad.t.tot/lntcrpt.t..).

36. TRAVEL (l.lrt count?tc., t.!Gt, ,n.l 9ltposc).

Belgium antl aII of t{estern Europe L9r7-jg

rr, llr aal\/r .

UNETASSIFIED

+ 10 usc 424



i. f!rt fta.i/:.t.;i.i-: fr,. I t., tti:

ulvcli4sgJHIFD,;;:-, ?c\- 7 Lt ! 1..:, -

',ttt'tt; t ')::. 'tt,tt! rlrn,(t',,i,, lt,trtA:tt"';
I
I

I

rlr,r .i:i,!,4.i ,,...,1 t\ !:, rt:l;'q i:.,11 l't:n; l)t.,tt!t,,': :1h1,,,1.', il'ttt: t,.ttt.tt ttt,tr..v..lnltt\,)

(b. l,t:t !1\r.ds trltl,tttr't.q,..,.tirtlt\ t,l|,irarnrrnrr.r :uttottndint ?tty t;,tu\t,rlt\.ntd/!e"ntnli^n,)

Entered Milltary Aeademy
Graduated. from the Military Acatlemy ccnulissloned as artilJ-ery officer.
Promoted to Ist Lieutenant
Promoted to Captain: attended the Superior War College
Graaluated as General Staff Officer
Senred in G-3 Operations
Promoteal to Major; Attend.ed the Belgian War College
Promotetl to LTC; Servecl as Commander of the Army Artillery in theMir Transported Battalion.
Attendetl Superior Strategy Sehool
Chtef of Staff of the VIIT Mountain Brigade
Promoted to Colonel
secretary of the Planning and Action conunittee of the Gorrernment
command.ant of the vrr Mountain Brigade I Federar rnterventor in the
Mentioza Provi.nce
Army G-3
(ngnqot)-Comnander, V Army Co"ps in Bahia Blanca
(Sept) - Commantler, II Army Corps in Rosarlo
(Oct) - Became Minister of Planning

1943
r9\5
L9\9
l.952
1954
1956-t%o
L957
]1966

L%t
1%B-t9r9
L%9
]-972
rg73

t97'
1975
t976
]-976
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39' MEMBERSHIp lN ORGANIzATIONS (P.o/eitionrr, tocidt. mirit..y, otho.; divo iDcru!iv, dbtc, (Y..r. nonth, d.y).

3a. EUPLOYMeNT OTHER THAN UILITARY SERvICE(Lis, cnptoyc.s, porlric,s, .*irl., ,o.rriorr, and in.tu.iec daa.t (Vc.t, month. day).
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uNo6ssrFrED
,,:"r,.rt(, U,i. r.i:it..., ,,, ,ti'.t rt... t,l':ttol.,.\:,nit,rt,tt,.rL/trlhtirt t r.J.t titl:: itrn,)

Subject has never visited the trS altholgh he
In the ].ast he has mad.e acquaintanee wtth

anal has mai.ntanined. contact with them. Knows respects COL

(b)(3) 10 u.s.c.424
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4!, pREFE:RCITCES ( r'ct^o^al ptelctencz ih l,,od, dtink, tobeccr, ontcttatnn rht' 6Portt.6olli.6' )

(b)(3):10 USC 424

62. PUtsLlSHEDWORXS (Titr,,ol erticl. ot book; ll drlicl., f,rme ol Oublicrtion app.nrind hr, d.to pthll.hcd, pt,bllthct.)

I-n l9l3t as Colonel on the General Staff, he was in charge of a Commission that publishe6
"Froyecto Nacional." This book studies Argentina along with its role in.the world in the
future (30 yearsi)

50' CHILOREN (N.no.. ..r, .4a., m..it.t .tarur' otho, tto6. ot ta,cra.. .uch .. 6choot6t h2Dt.h. miilt.t, eot,.lco.)

l+ ehilitren

(b)(3)10usc 424

43. TULL NAME OF SPOUSE.

SPOI'SE - FAHILY

4{. MAIDE}I NAME OF SPOUSE

46. NATIONALIfY (lndic.ta duat ctttrcnshtp tvh..c .pprt.ahr. ) a7. RACE

49' BACKcROUNO (Educatton: t..ieoodc., p.ctorcncc tn tood.ad d.lnk; hobblcr, ptolat.^cc-la.aao.acran.a,i.pcci.t l^tcrc.t.t
protc.. lone r roctcl 16 r, )

fl nnecrrcrnc
NONPRACTICING

48. RELIGION

UNELISSIFIED
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80ililDEilImt lol
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1
OAT F OF INFORIATION fYt, nq

12-01 d'f)COUNTRY

A rgentlna
I 2. FULL NAXE

Ramon Genearo DIAZ BESSOISE
ECT

GIIIDANCE: T6is .srrpyrlcnrcntarv inlotuation will |te atla<'hert to DD Fom 1396 - I- fhis suPplearcvrl has beerr
.te.-iAna(, to Drcvent thc disclosu.c o/ sensirive tnlotfralion lo [oreiCn natioaals and lo lt.ovide [or
a corlecto.'... flssen..smcnl oI subject. Sensilive inIomation oI an ope,otional nalute phiah fiil$l be
tiEhllycontrotled(Oara{raphTh,DlAl5E-lj)thouldnollreinc,r,dediD,hissupPlemcal, lfhetc
praclicable, the lolloa'inC inlomalion will be lumished

51, POLICE RECORO(Other lhan minor violation!)
Unknown

(bx6)
o? cffncctidr ff his acti6r, military advanc.rcnt. political views. ltc52. RELTGToN - Effect of tubi.ct s rGl

53. ACQUAINTANCES aND RELATIvEs - Apparant inflcnce of acquaintancG3 and rclativct on gubicct's viaws or carcer.
Brigatlier General (RX) Juan CARRANZA ZAVARIAS (retired in 1973 upon return of Peron is
now working in Planning Ministry and reportedly is influential. He attended French War
College anal Inter-Force Superior Sehool ln Paris from f$0-51. Apparently shares pro-
French (rurope) bias o,ith DIAZ BESSONE. DIAZ BESSONF was one of CARRANZA ZAVARIA! subordina
in the Planning Seeretari.at ),n ljl/,

sa. cHARAcTER - SubiGct'3 ch*sctGi..ti.ntthr lnd weaknor:el, intcllitance. loy.lty. iudtmcnt. ability to c@municate. lcadcr3hip
.bility, and inflwncc. Sitnific.nc. of individual in rhepin3 intrrnatimal policicr oI hi5 costry.

Subject's principal trait is his strength and resolve. He exudes authority, but does not
abuse or run rough*Dalover subordinates. That people fight for the privilege of putting
in 20 hour days as his subortlinate attests to his leadership ability. While he has an
excellent ability to communicate faee-to-face, in a recent hour long television address
he did not come across weII. As the senior rninister of government he obviouslv will

him as a

(bx3) 10 us.c.424

weakness may keepi fieant

ish Argentine Army, would acceptr
ft is

(bx6 
I

, and that is his unsuccessful marrf the Presi

rgentine Catholic virtue
(b)(3) 10 u.s.c
424

ise great influence in shaping poliey. One si

s5. PoLlrlcAL oRIENTATIoN - Attituda towildr UnitGd Statcs and othc? count.iG3- Remerks ud actims of !ubiGct towa?d
rcprarGntativrs ot thc ljnitad Statct and its allicr, ed to rep.Gs.ntativGr of noalitnGd hations

;::,,tSll;'lJ,*::?fililiB,,?,'.,jl'ff],,T,:::'i';"."T"l"Ji',lf,i':J1fl"',"1'jf"';[ii:"J'.7.'*^,

Subject admires the US and wants Argentitra to emulate the US where possible, but he doesnot have a personal or sentimental attachment to the US, feeling much closer^to
Western Europe. This results from his heritage (Spanish on father's side, fial_ian on
mother's) as much as from his personal experiences. He is strongly anti-eommunist andis convinced that Argentina's current subversion is Marxist orienteal and. is aided and
encouraged from the US and Western Furope, especially by the liberal press, For more
on his political views see referenced IR,s ancl Amembassy message.
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56. PERsoNAL APPEARANcE - App6ii.l of iubjlct't dtGar, pcrrmzl h.bitr, lMnlrilmr. cccGntriciti!., pGculiiliti.t ot 3pcch .nd

iilIf;i,ffi!: iunururl 
ph/3ic.l fcatwct, G.i., tceth, cyct, shapc of ,.cc, compl.rion. t.ndcmv

General DIAZ BtrSSONE is a strlking officer. He Iooks, walks and talks like a general.
He is well groomecl, wears tailored rnifoms and civilian clothing and is impecceble
in his dress. Subject is graying at the temples and appears to be a very dlistingu.ished
gentleman. He speaks very c1ear1-y and in a well organized manner impartlng an
impression of strength.

s7. aootTtoNAL riFoRraTtoN oN spousE -SrEura'r politicil vicw3, .ppr.r.nc., Frtmality, .ttitrdc towrd UnitGd Statcr and othcr

:?jj:.., 
influGtrG o hurbad. Spoure's fmily connrctiOr inflwncinl thc hurband'r

Apparently there is very 1itt1e possibility for a reconciliation.

subjcct and frcqucnc, of c6tEt(r). 1661s11s how much of the infomation ir barGd
lndicrta othGr rowcc! fq infqmtio 6 3ubic<t.collcctd's owtr ob3crvati6.

.. L6tth
o tha

56. AOOTTTOf,AL COllTaEXTS:

b. BGrt w.yr of trinint subjet's confidGncc and arsting infl$ncc 6 him.

Subjeet is an amiable person who is interesteil in a variety of topics. A straight forward
approaeh woultl be the best mettrod to obtain hj-s confi-dence and mil-itary subjects woultl
be good for openers. He is fond of clasi@.lmusic antl one schoolecl in this toplc coultl

lsec. 3.3(b) (1) 
I

f1e
but this woultl have to be done very deft1y over an extended

use the subject effectively. lle enjoys talkt ng about his experiences in Europe while a
student (1957-59). Subject has a large ego antl one might gain his confitlen

c. t{ilitily rcputatio, compctcncc, and titnificilc.. lncludc finucial 3tatus, dcpcndarcG o p.rsonal c political
conlctims fd milit-, fE.itis. Raput.tis in om sdviGc. collGtd'3 own atrcSrmnt of militily compGtlnc3,
md militsy endla politic.l potantial of subjcct.

Subject is prord of being the most senior man of his military academy cl-ass still on
aetive duty. Actud.Ily, he stood 13, tut one senior died and the other retired. Whlle
he has a good reputation as a troop corrnander, a hard, but firm, taslcnaster, and a tireless
worker, he i.s particularly respected by most army officers as an intelIectual, He basks
in this reputatlon and likes to think of himself as a phllosopher, and a futurologist.
Although he denies that he is personally abltious, he impresses RO as a man who has
prepared himself all his life to be a natlonal leader and as one who is convinced that he
will eventually wield great power. As Planning Minister, and actlng President when LfG
VIDELA leaves the country, he finds himself in a favorable position. When IIIDEL,A leavesoffice, for whatever re&son, it is very likely that his classmates will also leave and

igns to a Junlor c1ass. I?rere Ls histoiical precenclence for this. DIAZ
enior man in the class behind VfDElArS. Therefore, DTAZ BESS0M must
be consiclered the most likery successor to vTDELA both as Army commander

turn over the re
BESSONE is the s
at this writing
and President.

1o u.s c. 424

DECIr$DECLASSIFIEDIN PARf
Authority: E0 13526
DIA F0lA& Declassificatiql Serybes O{tices
Oalei oca1t,2o1E

CLASS'FIED BY
IJ-{Ctt++8ell

ffi Po 2ol 2

rn morrcu I- FnrElnE..?tl I



Page determircd to be Unchssified
Reviewed DIA FOA& Dedassification ServicesOffices
IAW EO 1 3526, Seciion 3.5
Da|'ci Oct 17,2018


