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DIAZ BESSONE, Argentine Army
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(U) IR Forwards biographical information on Brigadier General Ramon Genaro
DIAZ BESSONE, Argentine Army currently serving as Minister of Planning.
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Argentina 1976-12-01 1976-12-01 ]
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6. FULL HAME ( Glve full name an Homan letters, in potoral order, aod o fel tntural Caprtalization, goderline surnving or, I Fuown by name(s)
othier than sursame, wodetline spme,  Give phonetic prommeintion of noare os epproprinto )
Ramon Genaro DIAZ BESSONE o
(1} I OFFICIAL CORRLSPONOLNCE: Gonong] de Brigade Ramon Genaro DIAZ BESSONE
(2) ORALLY AT OFFICIAL GATHERINGS: General DIAZ BESSONE
5. TULL NAME IN NATIVE ALPHADET
Ramon Genaro DIAZ BESSONE
6. VARIANTS, ALIASES, OR HICKKAMES
3. H0SITION b, DATE ASSUMED POSITION
& . o month, d
o. PRESENT Fosttion  Minister of Planning (Year, month, day)
B 1976-10-23
€, HANK/TITLE f(ln Frglish and Native lanjuage ) d. DATE OF RANK (¥r, mo, day)
Brigadier General/General de Brigada 1972-12-31
. GERVICE f. BRANCH OF SERVICE B
Army Artillery
8. DATE AND PLACE OF BIRTH ( Town, Siate, 'r.vince, Country ) 9. SEX i
1925-10-27, San Rafael, Mendoza, Argentina Male
. PnESEH;‘E_URES‘x ( Including unit lucation if appficatle ) (b)(s) | TELEPHONE NO
+ —_—t— i
i
T, NATIONALITY 12. RACE 13, PHOTO SUBMITTED (b}(ﬁ) i
Argentine Caucasian [¥] ves 7] wo
T4, CITIZENSHIP (Indicate dual citizership where applicable ) 15. RELIGIOK I
Argentine [[] PRACTICING || NOHNPRACTICING
16, TITLES AKD HONORIFICS ( Prince, Doctor, Pandit, etc ). . 17. MARITAL STATUS
General Staff Officer [ X]uannieo [7) sinoee
[ Jowvorcen [ ] winowen
PH¢SICAL DESCRIPTION )
h. AGE 19. BEARD MUST ACHE 20, TEETH (Natural)
52 [7] ves (X1 0 [7] ves [X) wo ¥l ves [] No
1. PRUMINENT OR UNUSUAL FEATURES (Mcler, scars, birthinarks, efc )
None
22. COLOR EYES L 23. COLOR HAIR 24. BALD 25. HEIGHT 26, WEIGHT
Brown lack /Graying [1] ves | X wo 1.77 meters 75 kilograms
27. BUILD (Small, medium, large ) 28. POSTURE 29. [Y|RIGHT HANDED
Medium Erect []) LEFT nanvED
30. PHYSICAL DEFECTS 31, GENERAL STATE OF HEALTH
Nane Excellent
32, MARD OF HEARING 33. GLASSES
[ vyes K] wo |X1 ves  [7] no Reading

FERSONAI BACKGROUND

34, CIVIL EDUCATION ¢ List schools, lacatlon(s), major course, degere(s), honors, and inclusive dates (Yoar, month, d@ny b
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35. LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY (Include dinlects, degree of Hluency, and ability to act as trans lator/Interproter ).

French - believed fluent

36, TRAVEL (List countrises, ‘ates, and putpose ),

Belgium and all of Western Europe 1957-59
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Entered Military Academy

Graduated from the Military Academy commissioned as art111ery officer.
Promoted to 1st Lieutenant

Promoted to Captain: attended the Superior War College

Graduated as General Staff Officer

Served in G-3 Operations

Promoted to Major; Attended the Belgian War College

Promoted to LTC; Served as Commander of the Army Artillery in the
IV Air Transported Battalion.

Attended Superior Strategy School

Chief of Staff of the VIIT Mountain Brigade

Promoted to Colonel

Secretary of the Planning and Action Committee of the Government

Commandant of the VIT Mountain Brigade; Federal Interventor in the
Mendoza Province

Army G-3

(AgftsfTt )-Commander, V Army Corps in Bahia Blanca
(sept) - Commander, II Army Corps in Rosario
(Oct) - Became Minister of Planning
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EMPLOYMENT OTHER THAN MILITARY SERVICE ( List employers, positicns, skills, locations, and inclusive dates (Year, month, day).

39. MEMBERSHIF IN ORGANIZATIONS ( Professiona I, sociol, military, other; give inclusive dates (Year, month, day ).
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Subject has never visited the US although he has manifested an interest in doing
In the last year, he has made acquaintance with
|and has maintanined contact with them. Knows and respects COL

(b)(3) 10 U.S.C. 424

II (LI 10USC 424
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A1, PHREFERENCES (Pervoanal preference in laod, drink, tobaccn, onterfuinment, sparfs, hobhios, )

|(b)(3):10 USC 424

42, PUBLISHED WOMKS [ Title of article or book; If article, nume of publlicstion appasring in, date published, prblisher, )

In 1973, as Colonel on the General Staff, he was in charge of a Commission that published

"Proyecto Nacional." This book studies Argentina along with its role in the world in the
future (30 yearsd.

SPOUSE - FAMILY

43. FULL HAME OF SPOUSE. 44, MAIDEM NAME OF SPOUSE

(b)(6)

45. DRATE (Vear, month, day) AND PLACE OF BIRTH

A6, MATIOMALITY findicate dual citizenahip where applicable ) 47. RACE ag. RELIGION
[C] PRACTICING
TNONPRACTICING

49. BACKGHROUND (Education; h,lnnnagea.- preference in Inod and drink; hobbies; prelerence in entertainment; special infteresta;
profczslonal socieltics. )

50. CHILDREN {Names, sox, afges, marital atatus, vther items of interest such as srhools, health, military services )

b ehildren

12-2713




1. COUNTRY 2. FULL NAME UB.ECT 3. DATE OF INFORMATION (¥r, ma,

Argentina Ramon Genearo DIAZ BESSONE 1976-12-01 s

GUIDANCE: This supplementary information will be attached to DD Fomm 1396 — 1. This supplement has been
dexigned fto prevent the disclosure of sensitive information to foreign nationals and fo provide for
a vollector's assessment of subject. Sensitive information of an operational nature which musit he
tightly cantrolled ( paragraph 7h, DIAI 58 - 11 ) should not be included in this supplement. Where
practicable, the following information will be fumished

51. POLICE RECORD( Other than minor violations )
Unknown

52. RELIGION - Effect of subject’s religion or religious connections on his actions. military advancement. political views, etc.

(b)(6)

53. ACQUAINTANCES AND RELATIVES - Apparent influence of acquaintances and relatives on subject's views or career,
Brigadier General (RE) Juan CABRRANZA ZAVARIAS (retired in 1973 upon return of Peron is
now working in Planning Ministry and reportedly is influential. He attended French War
College and Inter-Force Superior School in Paris from 1960-63. Apparently shares pro-
French (Furope) bias with DIA7 BESSONE. DIAZ RESSONF was one of CARRANZA ZAVARIAS cubordinafe:
in the Planning Secretariat in 197%.

54. CHARACTER - Subject’s character. strengths and weaknesses, intelligence, loyalty. judgment, ability to communicate, leadership
ability, and influence. Significance of individual in shaping international policies of his country.

Subject's principal trait is his strength and resolve. He exudes authority, but does not
abuse or run roughshod over subordinates. That people fight for the privilege of putting
in 20 hour days as his subordinate attests to his leadership ability. While he has an
excellent ability to communicate face-to-face, in a recent hour long television addrecs
he did not come across well. As the senior minister of government he obviously will (b)6
(b)(6) exercise great influence in shaping policy. One significant weakness may keep him out

of the Presidency, and that is his unsuccessful marriage. |

- It is gquestionable whether the

ATEENTINe pecble, Or more specilically tne rather prudish Argentine Army, would accept
him as a replacement for VIDFLA, who is a paragon of Argentine Catholic virtue.[

‘ | (b)(3) 10 usc.
(b)(3) 10 U.S.C. 424 424

55. POLITICAL ORIENTATION - Attitude towards United States and other countries. Remarks and actions of subject toward
representatives of the United States and its allies, and to representatives of nonaligned nations
and Communist bloc nationals, Political activities and attitudes, important political contacts,
party affiliations, potential political influence in country in the event of a change in government.

Subject admires the US and wants Argentina to emulate the US where possible, but he does
not have a personal or sentimental attachment to the US, feeling much closer,_to
Western Furope. This results from his heritage (Spanish on father's side, Italian on
mother's) as much as from his personal experiences. He is strongly anti-communist and
is convinced that Argentina's current subversion is Marxist oriented and irc aided and
encouraged from the US and Western Furope, especially by the liberal press. For more

on his political views see referenced IR's and Amembassy message.
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56, PERSONAL APPEARANCE - Appraisal of subject's dress, personz| habits, mannerisms, eccentricities, peculiarities of speech and
gait, prominent or unusual physical features, e.g., teeth, eyes, shape of face, complexion, tendency
toward balding, etc

General DIAZ BESSONE is a striking officer. He looks, walks and talks like a general.
He is well groomed, wears tailored \nifoms &nd civilian clothing and is impeccable

in his dress. Subject is graying at the temples and appears to be a very distinguished
gentleman. He speaks very clearly and in a well organized manner imparting an
impression of strength. .

57. ADOITIONAL INFORMATION ON SPOUSE —Spouse’s political views, appearance, personality, attitude toward United States and other
countries, influence on hushand. Spouse's family connections influencing the husband's
career,

Apparently there is very little possibility for a reconciliation.

58. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:

a. Length of time collector has known subject and frequency of contact(s). Indicate how much of the information is based
on the collector’s own observation. Indicate other sources for information on subject.

Sec. 3.3(b) (1);(b)(3):10 USC 424

b. Best ways of gaining subject’s confidence and exerting influence on him,

Subject is an amiable person who is interested in a variety of topies. A straight forward
approach would be the best method to obtain his confidence and military subjects would

be good for openers. He is fond of classicl music and one schooled in this topic could

use the subject effectively. He enjoys talking about his experiences in Furope while a
student (1957-59). Subject has & large ego and one might gain his confidence by flattery,
but this would have to be done very deftly over an extended|Sec.33(b)U)

Sec. 3.3(b) (1)

c. Military reputation, competence, and significance. Include financial status, dependence on personal or political
connections for military position. Reputation in own service, collector’'s own assessment of military competence,
and military and/or political potential of subject.

Subject is proud of being the most senior man of his military academy class still on
active duty. Actually, he stood #3, but one senior died and the other retired. While

he has a good reputation as s troop commander, a hard, but firm, taskmaster, and a tireless
worker, he is particularly respected by most army officers as an intellectual. He basks
in this reputation and likes to think of himself as a philosopher, and a futurologist.
Although he denies that he is personally abitious, he impresses RO as a man who has
prepared himself all his life to be a national leader and as one who is convinced that he
will eventually wield great power. As Planning Minister, and acting President when ITG
VIDELA leaves the country, he finds himself in a favorable position. When VIDELA leaves
office, for whatever reason, it is very likely that his classmates will also leave and
turn over the reigns to a junior class. There is historical precendence for this. DIAZ
BESSONE is the senior man in the class behind VIDELA'S. Therefore, DIAZ BESSONE must

at this writing be considered the most likely successor to VIDELA both as Army Commander

and President. (b)) 10 US C 424 i
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