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to mid-August 2020, open source reporting
indicated that Russian and Chinese
pharmaceutical companies would trial
COVID-19 vaccines in countries including
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), and Bahrain. A Russian science and
technology firm, Gamaleya Institute, would
conduct clinical trials of a COVID-19 vaccine
candidate named Sputnik-V in Saudi Arabia
and UAE. Open source reporting also (U) Figure 1: Image of Russian COVID-19 vaccine candidate
indicated that that Chinese pharmaceutical
firms, Sinopharm and CanSino, would trial COVID-19 vaccines in Bahrain, UAE, and Saudi Arabia.

(U) Potential Trials of a Russian COVID-19 Vaccine Candidate in UAE, and Saudi Arabia

(U) As of early to mid-August 2020, open source reporting indicated that a Russian science and technology
firm, Gamaleya Institute, would conduct clinical trials of a COVID-19 vaccine candidate named Sputnik-V in
Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). Russian President Viadimir Putin and Russian state-
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sponsored press reporting claimed that M _ . _
#PIC | URES: Production of the Russian #Sputnik V

vaccine in Moscow, Nikolai Gamaleya National Center
of Epidemiology and Microbiology. — Credit: Russian
Direct Investment Fund

Sputnik-V was in its third phase of clinical trials.
The Sputnik-V vaccine was developed by the
Russian Direct Investing Fund (RDIF) and the
Gamaleya Institute (Figure 2). The vaccine was
named after Russia’s first satellite launched in
1957. As of mid-August 2020, Gamaleya and
the RDIF had not published peer-reviewed
results, and a World Health Organization
database listed the Sputnik-V vaccine as being
in Phase | of testing stage during the same time
period.

(U) Sputnik-V was described as a “viral vector
vaccine based on a human adenovirus — a L
common cold virus — fused with the spike | =41pm 11 Aug 2020  Twiteer weo Ape

protein of SARS CoV," and was compared as (U) Figure 2: Images of Sputnik-V released by RDIF
being similar to vaccine candidates developed

by Chinese companies. Russian news and general technical websites reported that Sputnik-V used “two
different adenovirus vectors across two injections” in order to boost its effectiveness. According to Russia’'s
Health Minister Mikhail Murashko, volunteers did not develop “serious complications” from the immunization
and developed “high” levels of COVID-19 antibodies.

(U) According to statements by RDIF's Chief, Kirill Dmitriev, RDIF would be able to produce “more than 500
million doses a year in five countries.” Kirill Dmitriev stated RDIF would mass-produce the vaccine in India,
South Korea, Brazil, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and Cuba. Industrial production would reportedly begin in
September 2020. Phase Il trials began on 12 August 2020. Phase Il would reportedly require thousands of
human trials. Kirill Dmitriev stated that RDIF would conduct Phase Il clinical trials in countries including Saudi
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Brazil, India, and the Philippines.

(U) As early as 17 July 2020, social media users commented on the possibility of clinical trials being held in
Saudi Arabia for a vaccine candidate developed by the Gamaleya Institute.

(U) In early August 2020, Philippine president Rodrigo Duterte confirmed that the Sputnik-V vaccine would
potentially be trialed in the Philippines stating, “when the vaccine arrives...| will get injected.”

(U) Russian websites indicated that a pharmaceutical company, Binnopharm, located in Zelenograd, Russia,
would produce the vaccine candidate Sputnik-V. According to Binnopharm'’s website, the vaccine’s first dose
develops “humoral cellular immunity” while a second dose forms “memory cells”. The Sputnik-V registration
certificate published on an official Russian website listed the components and stages of its production (Figure
3, next page).
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(U) Figure 3: Registration Certificate in original Russian
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(U) Potential
Chinese Vaccine Candidate in
UAE, Bahrain, and Saudi
Arabia

(U) Chinese firms have also initiated or
announced plans for clinical trials in
both Saudi Arabia and the UAE.
Chinese-based pharmaceutical
company, Sinopharm, initiated Phase
Il clinic trials in Abu Dhabi, UAE.
Sinopharm is  partnering  with
Sinopharm's  China National Biotec
Group (CNBG), the Abu Dhabi
government, and the Abu Dhabi-based
artificial intelligence company, G42
Healthcare.

(U) According to the website Clinical
Trials Arena, health practitioners from
Abu Dhabi Health Services (SEHA)
would manage the Sinopharm trial, and
would include a mobile clinic to aid
accessibility. Sinopharm  reportedly
selected the UAE for its 200+
nationalities, according to G42
Healthcare. The UAE authorized up to
15,000 volunteers for the trials. G42
and SEHA intend to enroll at least
5,000 participants between 18-60
years old for the first stage of human
trials. On 2 August 2020, a Tweet from
an official account of the Abu Dhabi
Government Media Office advertised a
field clinic at the Abu Dhabi National
Exhibition Centre (ADNEC) to register,
examine, and select volunteers (Figure
4).

(U) As of 25 July 2020, an official
Twitter account for ADNEC stated that
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.[@DoHSocial, in cooperation with G42 Healthcare and (@ SEHAHealth has
opened a specialised field clinic at @ ADNECGroup to register, examine and
select volunteers wishing to participate in the world’s first clinical trial for the
3rd phase of inactive vaccine for the Covid-19 virus.
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(U) Figure 4: Tweet from official UAE account

V110 clisl# yo)leall (pibsll bl 3Sye Jusial
e dpallall dy y il Lylzill gl b @S Lirall leghnin
LgysS pwapss 2l Jaizoe 2l jLisY &l al> el
aulbasyl_ J=>V#

) Tl

ADNEC Group @ @ADNECGroup - 25 Ju

Repl @AL

\DNEC welcomed more than 10,000 volunteers for the world'’s first Phase
Il trial of a COVID-19 inactivated vaccine #4Humanity

(U) Figure 5: Tweet from official ADNEC account

the convention center had welcomed more than 10,000 volunteers for the vaccine trial (Figure 5).

(U) As of 6 August 2020, more than 5,000 volunteers were reportedly administered the first of two doses.
Both doses are to be administered within 28 days according to open sources. At least 15,000 volunteers
were required to complete the first stage of human trials. In addition to the general public, the Abu Dhabi
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Department of Health Chairman Al Hamed and acting Undersecretary Alkaabi would also participate in the
Sinophram trials. In a press release from 16 July 2020, G42 stated the UAE Health Chairman Al Hamed was
“the first to participate” in the UAE trials.
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press release praising the ADNEC
partnership with SHEA to combat
COVID-19, Humaid Matar Al Dhaheri,
Managing Director & Group CEO,
revealed that “Prime Assessment
Centers” were established in the ICC
Hall of the ADNEC\ | We are proud to launch the second phase of our partnership with

| | (Flgure 6)_ the Department of Health - Abu Dhabi and Abu Dhabi Health
Services Company (SEHA). This partnership is driven by the
s ¢ : : f :
(U) G42 Healthcare would also directives of our wise leadership to further enhance the cooperation

. . . . between the national entities in working together to combat the
conduct trials in Bahrain, according to o,

Covid-19 epidemic and reducing its consequences to the country,

Bahrain's Assistant Secretary for In addition to enriching ADNEC’s contribution in supporting the
Public Health Al Hajri. Al Hajri stated community services' initiatives. ADNEC teams have prepared the
they would test approximatew 6,000 Prime Assessment Centers in record time at the Abu Dhabi ICC hall

in Abu Dhabi National Exhibition Center, next to car park (A) and in
Al Ain Convention Center, to the highest international standards.

volunteers over 12 months. Volunteers
made up of Bahrain citizens and
residents are required to be over 18

years of age without any chronic or Humaid Matar Al Dhaheri
underlying medical conditions to Wiahaging CHIeror S Seoup LRO
participate.

. (U) Figure 6: ADNEC Press Statement on partnership with SHEA
(U) Technology blogs and sites

describe G42 as a “leading” artificial intelligence (Al) and cloud computing company based in the UAE.
According to technology investment sites, G42 is part of the Gulf Cooperation Council, has one acquisition
and three investments, and has between 251-500 employees. Its CEO is Peng Xiao.

(U) In late May 2020, G42's health-focused division, “G42 Healthcare,” rolled out an Al evaluation platform
to help identify the virus genome. According to Emirati news sites, the “platform uses deep neural networks
to segment the abnormalities observed in the CT scan, such as Ground Glass Opacities, and consolidations
to enable rapid quantification of their extent on patient’'s CT scan.” The article further stated that G42 launched
a “groundbreaking detection laboratory” in Masdar City, Abu Dhabi.

(U) Separately, another Chinese firm, CanSino, would reportedly launch Phase Ill trials of its COVID-19
vaccine candidate “Ad5-nCOV” in Saudi Arabia. Created in collaboration with China’s military research unit,
it is composed of the adenovirus type-5 cold virus “to deliver genetic material from the coronavirus into the
body.”

(U) The Saudi Ministry of Health stated CanSino trials would take approximately 5,000 participants and would

be conducted over multiple cities including Riyadh, Dammam, and Mecca. According to the Saudi Health
Ministry, one group of participants would receive low dosages of the Ad5-nCOV vaccine while others would
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receive a placebo. Research teams will reportedly follow up with participants to ensure no side effects appear.
Research teams would conduct follow-ups by unspecified electronically facilitated means.

(U) CanSino conducted the first two trials in China. Phase | included 108 volunteers from 16-27 March 2020.
Phase Il included 603 volunteers with two doses from 11-16 April 2020. The website Clinical Trials Arena
reported that Ad5-nCOV results showed a “favourable efficiency profile,” and that COVID-19 antibodies
showed up in participants’ plasma with few side effects.
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