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COMMANDS, THE MILITARY SERVICES, NSA, AND DIA. THE CONTENTS
REPRESENT

THE VIEWS OF THE ORIGINATING ORGANIZATION AND MAY NOT REFLECT A
COORDINATED DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE POSITION.
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SUBJ: SOUTH AFRICA: UNCERTAIN FUTURE FOR FORMER CBW DIRECTOR. (U)
DOI: 20 MAR 97 (AS OF 1615 EST}
TEXT: 1. (U) THE OVERALL CLASSIFICATION OF THIS MESSAGE
(©)3)10 15 comemmdnl -|.4)3)10
USC 624~ sy i
7. 4@ THE ARREST OF DR WOUTER BASSON, THE FORMER SOUTH AFRICAN
CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL WARFARE (CBW) PROGRAM DIRECTOR, HAS
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i i (b)(1),Sec.
. 4Ae),Sec.

REVEALED — . 1.4(d)

MANY FACETS OF A ONCE-SECRET CBW PROGRAM, | i

BASSON CURRENTLY IS

UNDER

SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY PROTECTION BECAUSE HIS
KNOWLEDGE AND RECURRING TRAVEL TO LIBYA HAVE MADE HIM THE SUBJECT
OF

PROLIFERATION CONCERN. LIBYA'S INTEREST IN HIS CBW EXPERTISE MOST
LIKELY WOULD MAKE IT BASSON'S COUNTRY OF CHOICE IF HE WERE ABLE TO
LEAVE SOUTH AFRICA.

3. @ RETIRED BRIG WOUTER BASSON HEADED THE SOUTH AFRICAN CBW
PROGRAM KNOWN AS PROJECT COAST. BEGUN IN 1980 AND OPERATED DURING
THE

BOTHA AND DE KLERK APARTHEID GOVERNMENTS, PROJECT COAST WAS A
SECRET

WING OF THE SOUTH AFRICA ARMAMENTS CORPORATION (ARMSCOR), THE
GOVERNMENTAL PROCUREMENT WING OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN DEFENSE FORCE
(SADF) . COAST WAS HIDDEN UNDER LAYERS OF FRONT COMPANIES TO LEND
LEGITIMACY TO ITS ACTIVITIES. IN 1990, THEN-PRESIDENT DE KLERK
ORDERED THE PROJECT TERMINATED. HOWEVER, PROJECT COAST OPERATED
FOR

MORE THAN 2Z YEARS AFTER THE PRESIDENTIAL ORDER TO SHUT DOWN. THE
PROJECT DID NOT END UNTIL DR BASSON WAS FORCED TO RETIRE IN MARCH
1993,

4. «aem AS DIRECTOR OF PROJECT COAST, DR BASSON TRAVELED
EXTENSIVELY,

MAKING NUMEROUS INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS AND SHARING CHEMICAL WARFARE
(CW) -RELATED INFORMATION. AFTER HIS FORCED MILITARY RETIREMENT,
BASSON BEGAN REPRESENTING SOUTH AFRICAN STATE OIL AND
TRANSPORTATION

CONCERNS IN LIBYA, INCLUDING THE STATE- CONTROLLED COMPANIES SASOL
AND TRANSNET. ALTHOUGH BASSON'S ACTIVITIES IN LIBYA SUPPOSEDLY WERE
UNRELATED TO CBW, PRESIDENT MANDELA PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGED IN MARCH
1995 THAT SOUTH AFRICAN SCIENTISTS MAY HAVE BEEN WORKING IN LIBYAN
CBW PROGRAMS WITHOUT GOVERNMENT APPROVAL. FOLLOWING BASSON'S
ARREST,

CHEMISTS INVOLVED IN PROJECT COAST BEGAN TO COOPERATE WITH
AUTHORITIES BECAUSE OF CONCERN ABOUT WHAT BASSON MIGHT HAVE
REVEALED.

AT LEAST ONE CHEMIST CONFIRMED THAT SOUTH AFRICAN CW TECHNOLOGY WAS
SOLD TO LIBYA WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE MANDELA GOVERNMENT.
SALES

OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS TO IRAN AND IRAQ ALSO MAY HAVE OCCURRED.
FEEREL EERE R PRV ERF FRFD EREI DR AR VR ERN R ERR LR B bR )
5. (U) BACKGROUND OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN CBW PROGRAM. SQUTH AFRICA
DEVELOPED ITS CBW PROGRAM WITH LITTLE OPEN FOREIGN ASSISTANCE.

s

4/22/2015



Print Mcssage(s) Page 3 of 5

iR —
ALTHOUGH SOUTH AFRICA HAS ADMITTED TO DEVELOPING A CBW DEFENSE
PROGRAM, COAST WAS THE FOCUS FOR OFFENSIVE CAPABILITIES USING THE
7TH
MEDICAL BATTALION AS ITS OPERATIONAL ARM. AS A BRIGADIER, DR BASSON
ALSC COMMANDED THE 7TH MEDICAL BATTALION. ACCORDING TO A REPORT BY
CIVILIAN DEFENCE SECRETARY PIERRE STEYN, THE 7TH MEDICAL SUPPLIED
CHEMICAL POISONS TO ASSASSINS IN SADF HIT SQUADS AND USED CW
AGAINST
MOZAMBIQUE LIBERATION FRONT (FRELIMO) TROOPS DURING THE MOZAMBIQUE
CIVIL WAR IN THE LATE 1980S. STEYN WAS DIRECTED TO INVESTIGATE AND
REPORT ON UNCONTROLLED VIOLENCE THAT OCCURRED IN PARTS OF SOUTH
AFRICA AS APARTHEID WAS ENDING. BOTH PRESIDENT DE KLERK AND NELSON
MANDELA RECEIVED THE REPORT BEFORE THE 1994 POSTAPARTHEID
ELECTIONS.
THIS DOCUMENT WAS KEPT SECRET BECAUSE OF CONCERN ABOUT THE IMPACT
DISCLOSURE WOULD HAVE ON A HOPED-FOR PEACEFUL TRANSITION OF POWER.
6. (U) IN 1993, AS THE VARIOUS FRONT COMPANIES WERE SHUTTING DOWN,
DELTA-G SCIENTIFIC, ROODEPLAAT RESEARCH LABORATORIES, AND OTHER
COMPANIES INVOLVED IN THE CBW PROGRAM WERE PRIVATIZED. THIS MOVE
ALLOWED A NUMBER OF KEY INDIVIDUALS IN PROJECT COAST TO POCKET
STATE
ASSETS WORTH MORE THAN $18 MILLION. ANOTHER COAST FRONT COMPANY,
PROTECHNIK LABORATORIES, WAS ABSORBED BACK INTO ARMSCOR IN 1853,
PROTECHNIK CONTINUES TO PROVIDE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT TO THE
SANDF
CBW DEFENSE PROGRAM.
FEERFBER ER R AR PRRL VR R R A R bR b b v bk EEF) d ki ra b SRR )
7. "hmume FOLLOWING A MEETING ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA'S CBW PROGRAM
BETWEEN
THE US, UK, AND SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS IN 1995, IN WHICH DR
BASSON
PARTICIPATED, HE WAS REHIRED BY THE SOUTH AFRICA NATIONAL DEFENCE
FORCE (SANDF) AS A CIVILIAN CARDIOLOGIST. REEMPLOYING BASSON WAS AN
EFFORT TO RESTRICT HIS ABILITY TO FURTHER DIVULGE HIS CBW
KNOWLEDGE ;
HOWEVER THE DECISION, NOW PUBLIC, HAS DRAWN WIDESPREAD CRITICISM IN
THE SOUTH AFRICAN PRESS. FOR MUCH OF 1996, OFFICIALS IN PRETORIA
WERE
DECIDING THE BEST WAY TO CONTAIN DR BASSON AND "PREVENT THAT
WANDERLUST OF HIS FROM EMERGING ALL THE TIME." PRESIDENT MANDELA'S
OFFICE DEFENDED THE DECISION TO REHIRE BASSON BY SAYING IT WAS "IN
THE NATIONAL INTEREST AND HAD IMPLICATIONS FOR SOUTH AFRICA'S
NONPROLIFERATION OBLIGATIONS TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY."
8. ou® COMMENT: THE ENTIRE CBW PROGRAM, FROM FINANCIAL NETWORKS TO
TECHNICAL PROCESSES, WAS KEPT ON COMPUTER DISKS. ONE SET OF DISKS
IS
OFFICIALLY HELD BY THE SANDF AND IS OSTENSIBLY AT PRESIDENT
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e
MANDELA'S
DISPOSAL. SINCE DR BASSON WAS THE ONLY PERSON WITH FULL KNOWLEDGE
OF
THE PROGRAM, HE DOUBTLESSLY MADE BACKUP DISKS THAT HE HAS IN
SAFEKEEPING. THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY (NIA) BELIEVES BASSON
TO BE IN POSSESSION OF BACKUP DISKS AS WELL. ACCORDING TO AN NIA
OFFICIAL, "IF THIS EXPERTISE FELL INTQ THE WRONG HANDS, SAY A
TERRORIST GROUP, IT WOULD BE A DISASTER."
9. & PRETORIA'S OFFER TO PLACE DR BASSON IN AN NIA SAFETY NET
FOLLOWS A COURSE ESTARLISHED BY THE GOVERNMENT FOR PERPETRATORS OF
VIOLENCE COMMITTED DURING APARTHEID. IT TAKES BASSON CUT OF PUBLIC
VIEW, KEEPS HIM GAINFULLY EMPLOYED, AND PLACES HIM UNDER DIRECT
SUPERVISION. THIS OPTION SERVES SOUTH AFRICA BY RESTRICTING (b)(1),Sec.
BASSON'S 1-4{e),Sec.

ABILITY TO REVEAL SENSITIVE TECHNOLOGY/ | 1.4(d)

R

"HOWEVER, CONDITIONS MAY BE IMPOSED THAT WOULD NOT BE TO BASSON'S

LIKING. BASSON WAS ARRESTED IN LATE JANUARY FOR POSSESSION OF
ILLICIT

DRUGS. IF HE IS CONVICTED ON NARCOTICS CHARGES, HE WILL NOT BE ABLE
TO PRACTICE MEDICINE IN SOUTH AFRICA. HIS ARREST ALONE ALSO
TARNISHES

HIS CREDENTIALS TO PARTICIPATE IN INTERNATIONAL CONTROL REGIMES. DR
BASSON HAS A STRONG EGO, IS HYPERACTIVE, AND IS USED TO BEING IN
CHARGE. FACED WITH BEING RELEGATED TO OBSCURITY OR PRISON, HE VERY
LIKELY WILL CHOOSE TO LEAVE SOUTH AFRICA.

10. s 2] THOUGH BASSON'S PASSPORT WAS SURRENDERED DURING HIS
BAIL

TRIAL, IT WAS LATER RETURNED. THE DOCTOR PRCBABLY HAS SEVERAL FAKE
PASSPORTS AT HIS DISPOSAL AS WELL. IF BASSON WERE TO FLEE THE
COUNTRY, HIS MOST LIKELY DESTINATION WOULD BE LIBYA, WHERE HIS CBW

THROUGH HIS LIBYAN

{(b)(3):10

CONNECTIONS, BASSON PROBABLY IS AWARE OF WHAT HIS CBW EXPERTISE
WOULD

MEAN TO THE LIBYAN CHEMICAL AND BIOLOGICAL WARFARE PROGRAMS. THE
OPPORTUNITY TO BE INVOLVED AT A HIGH LEVEL IN THE LIBYAN CBW
PROGRAM

MAY ENTICE BASSON TO LEAVE SOUTH AFRICA AND HIS LEGAL TROUBLES
BEHIND.
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