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VENEZUELA-CUBA: EMBASSY INCIDENT. TC7NOFORILL 2V Méi;i:;’/__
l. —4SNOFGRN- YOUNG CUBANS WHO DROVE INTO THE ;;hEZUELAN %

EMBASSY COMPOUND IN HAVANA AND ACTUALLY CRASHED INTO THE EM-
/BASSY BUILDING IN AN ATTEMPT TO REACH POLITICAL ASYLUM WERE

FIRED UPON BY CUBAN SECURITY GUARDS. THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT - ’[
'HAS SINCE APOLOGIZED TO THE GOVERNMENT OF PRESIDENT PEREZ,

WHO IS IN BRAZIL ON A STATE VISIT. PRESS LEAKS, HOWEVER,

WOULD LIKELY FORCE CARACAS TO REACT PUBLICLY TO THE EMBASSY

VIOLATION. | | |

2. TCTNOPORNY SEVEN CUBANS IN A TAXICAB REACHED THE EMBASSY
GROUNDS ; SIX OF THE YOUTHS WERE SUCCESSFUL IN GAINING ADMIS-

'SION TO THE MAIN BUILDING, ALTHOUGH ONE WAS WOUNDED BY GUN-
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FIRE FROM ARMID CUBAY OFFICIALS STATIONED OUTS IDE THE C di-

POUYD, THE SEVENTH WAS ARRESTED BEFORE HT COWD ENTIR THE
EMBASSY, CUBAY GUARDS APPARENTLY ENTERED THE VENEZUELAN
GROUNDS TO FIRE AT THE CAR AND APPREHEWND THE ONE ESCAPIWG
YOUTH. THE VENEZUELAN Al EASSADOR HAS SUBSEQUENILY INDIEATZD
THAT THIS WAS THE THIRD SUCCESSFIL CUBAN DEFECTI ON IH THE T4 0
YEARS SINCE THE EMBASSY HAS BEZN REOPENED AND THAT HE EXPEZCTZD
i[ITTLE DIFFICULTY IN ARRANGING A DEPARTURE FOR THE DEFECTORS
TO CARACAS. | |

3. 4SAMGFeRN RELATIONS EETWEEN THE TWO NATL ONS HAVE VACIL-
LATED I¥ THE LAST TWO YEARS AS VARIOUS ISSUZS HAVE SIDETRACKED
THT PEREZ DRIVE TO REINTRODUCE HAVAHA INTO THE MAINSTREAM OF
LATIN AMERICAN AFFAIRS. CUPH INVOLVEMENT IN AFRICA AHND THE
LARGELY FALSE - BUT HONETHELESS EXTENSIVE -- REPORTS OF CU®
YILITARY ADVISERS IS NEI CKBORING GUYANA CAUSED A SLOWDOWN I
DIFLOMATIC AND ECONGAIC ACTIVITY. THE LARGE EXILE COMMUNITY
I, CARACAS AND IT5 INPLICATION 1§ ANTI-CUBAN TTRRORISN HAVE
ALSO CAUSED PROELZNS. FINALLY, THE REMOVAL OF TWO CUBY Ha-
TIONALS FRQT THE VENZZUZLAN E¥ BASSY UNDER SUSPIC Ious CIRCUI-

STANCES =- A SIMILAR IHDICENT TO THIS LATEST OCCURRENCE --
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4, =Toymoromr—y— IF THE VENEZUELAW PRESS LEZARNS OF THE I‘lCI
DENT THEY WILL LIKELY GIVE IT WIDESPREAD COVERA . AS THEY DID

147 PEMOJAL OF THE CUBANS MENTIGHED FARLIER. I THAT CASE

[

™

H

&)

PTREZ CWERNMENT, ALREADY CONS Ci QUS OF ITs IMA & I THE
LAST 18 MONTHS OF ITS ADM INISTRATION, MAY EE FORCED TO TaKE
A\HARD LINE IN REACTING TO THE SHOOTING INCID E"T. POSSIAE
A\XTERNATIVZS INCLUDE DELAYING CURRENT TCONOMIC AGREEMENIS OR
REDUCI NG CULTURAL AND ZDUCATIONAL COHTACIS. MORTOVER, THE
VIOLATION COWD Be SEIZED BY THE OPP OSITION PARTY OR RI HTLST
FACTIONé TO CRITICIZE PEREZ ' ‘FRIEN)DLIE‘JESS WI TH HAVA?\\A AND THE

LARGE CU BAN REPRESENTATI ON IN CARACAS.
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