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SUBJ: DIA DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE NOTICE <DIN) CU) 

DIAD IN 321-2A CAS OF: 0755 EST 17 NOV 7 7) 

VENEZUELA-CUBA: EMBASSY INCIDENT. 

1. Cis<tJ0F9R rt, YOUNG CUBANS WHO DROVE INTO THE 

Eft'BASSY COMPOUND IN HAVANA AND ACTUALLY CRASHED INTO THE EM-

/ BASSY BUILDING IN AN ATTEMPT TO REACH POLITIC~L ASYLUM WERE 

FIRED UPON BY CUBAN SECURITY GUARDS. THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT· 

HAS SINCE APOLOGIZED TO THE GOVERNMENT . OF' PRESIDENT PEREZ ., 

WHO IS IN BRAZIL ON A STATE VISIT. PRESS LEAKS, HOWEVER, 

WOULD LIKELY FORCE ,CARACAS TO REACT PUBLICLY TO THE EMBASSY 

VIOLATION. 

2. ((,';,Q0F0ftlQ) SEVEN CUBANS IN A TAXICAB REACHED THE EMBASSY 

GROUNDS; SIX OF' THE YOUTHS WERE SUCCESSFUL IN GAINING ADMIS

SION TO THE MAIN BUILDING, ALTHOUGH ONE WAS WOUNDED BY GUN-
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OUTS IDE THE ccr,;-

PQUi\lD. THE SEVENTH ~ms !~RRESTED BEFORE HE coa .. D ENTER TnE 

EMBASSY. CU EA:J GUARDS APPARENTLY ENTERED THE VENEZUELAN 

GROUNDS TO FIRE AT THE C.4R 6.ND APPREHEND THE ONE ESCAPii~G 

YOUTH. THE VENEZUELAN A[1 PAS SA DOR HAS SUBSEQUENTLY INDIEA TED 

THAT THIS WAS THE THIRD SUCCESSF'I_L CUEAN DEFECTION 1[,j THE n,o 
Y/A RS S HiCE: THE EM PASSY HAS BEEN RE OPS NED A ND THAT HE: EXPE CTZD 

JITTLE DIFFICULTY IN ARRANGING A DEPARTURE FOR THE DEFECTORS 

TO CARACAS. 

3. ( S:'M 8P BfHd) RELATIONS BETWEEN THE . HI O NA TI ONS H.t\VE VA CIL-

~ LATED IN THE: LAST TWO YEARS AS VARIOUS ISSUES HAVE SIDETRACKED 

TiE PEREZ DRIVE TO REINTRODUCE HAVAtM INTO THE MAINSTREAM OF 

LATIN AMERIC~N AFFAIRS. cu~.N INVOLVEM.SNT IN AFRICA AND THE 

L~, R GEL Y F.l\L SE - BUT NONE TH ELC:S S EX TE NS IVE REP ORTS OF CU~ N 

MILITl\RY ADVISERS L~ NEI Gi-iBORH!G GUYANA CAUSED A SLOWD0.1F~ IN 

DIPLOMATIC AND ECON·CT'JIC ACTIVITY. THE LARGE EXILE C011MUNITY. 

IN, CARACAS AND ITS IMPLICATION IN ANTI -CUEAN T~RROR!SM HAVE 

<\LSO C4USED PROB..~i•JS. • FINALLY, THE REMOJAL OF TWO CU~N NA-
: 

TIONALS FRCt-1 THE VEfEZUELHJ EV EASSY UNDER SUSPIQI OUS CIR CUM-

STANCES .A. SIMIL~.R INDICE'.'H TO THIS LATEST OCCURRENCE 
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HAD A COOLING E:FFECT ON RELATIONS. 

4. (Sh Ol'J~J-J ) ff THE VENEZUELAN PRESS LEARNS OF nc: rn CI-

DENT THEY WILL LIKELY GIVE IT WIDESPREAD COJERACE. AS THEY DID 

THC: RE:'10JAL OF THE CUBANS MENTIONED EARLIER. HJ THAT CASE 

THE PEREZ GC.VERNMEiH, ALREADY CONS Cl OUS OF ITS IMA (E IN THZ 

LAST 18 M ONTP.S OF ITS ADMINISTRATION, MAY BE FORCED TO TAKE 

A\HARD LINE IN REACTING TO THE SHOOTING INCIDENT. POSSl9...E 

At\TERNATIVES INCLUDE DELAYING CURRENT ECONO'l!C A GREEME !US OR { 

REDUCING CULTUR~.L AND EDUCA'l:IONAL CONTACTS •. MOREOVER, THE 

VIOLATIOU COULD PE SEIZED PY THE OPPOSITION PARTY OR RIGHTIST 

FACTIONS TO CRITICIZ~ PEREZ ' FRIENDLINESS WITH HAVANA ~ND THE 

LARGE CU 2MJ R5:PF:ESENTATI ON IN CARACAS. 
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