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15. la {U) ON 20 JULY THE ARGENTINE ARMY CONFIRMED THAT MARIO 
R06!RTO SANTUCHO, THE TOP LEAOER OF THE PEOPLEIS REVOLUTIONARY 
ARMY (ERP) WAS ONE OF SEVERAL GUERRILLAS KILLED BY GOVERNMENT 
SECURITY FORCES ON 1g JULV 1 (SEE AMERICAN EMBASSY 4728). 
TWO CLASHES TOOK PLACE THAT OAY1 ONE IN VILLA MARTELLI, A NORTH• 
WESTERN SUBURB OF 6UENOS AIRES, IN WHICH SANTUCHO AND ANOTHER 
ERP L~AOER JORGE BENITO URTEAGA WERE KILLED, AND THE OTHER INA 
A SOUTHERN SUBURB OF BUENOS AIRES IN WHICH TWO .OTHER IMPORTANT 
ERP .LEADERS WERE REPORTED GUNNED DOWN BY SECURITY FORCES. 
HECTOR GORRIARAN MERLO, THE NUMBER TWO ERP LEADER, ANO DOHINGO 
MENA WERE REPORTEOLV SHOT OeAo BY SECURITY FORCES IN THE SECOND 
RAID. THEIR HIDEOUT WAS OlSCOVEREO BASED ON INFORMATION FOUNO 
lN THE VILLA MARTELLI CLASH. BUENOS 4tRES NEWSPAPERS ARE 
FULL Of REPORT$ ON THE TWO INCIDENTS, ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, 
GOYERNMENT ~ORCES OBTAINED INFORMATION REGARDING THE WHEREABOUTS 
OF SANTUCHO'S HEADQUARTERS, ON 10 JULY WHEN THEY UNCOVERED 
A TERRORIST PRINTING PLANT IN SAN ANDRES (SEE IR 6 804 020J 76)• 
2 .. c e 1 ~rn Ir.ye: L ; ,~ e Fe R ,o I I 

I \HE PERSONA"tLV SAW T~E BODIES OF 
SANTUCHO ANO AN"OTHER ERP LEADER AL.ONG WITH THE BODY OF THE l(b)(3):10 USC 424 
ARMY CAPTAIN KILLED IN THE VILLA MARTELLI OPERATION WHEN HE 
~lSITEi THE MORT~ARYMGF THE ARMY HOSPITAL IN CAWO OE MAYO ON 
·illl JU11~&•3,BC0MMENTI (C/WN 
:eTE~/NBFORNWB TME LOSS OFHVANTUCHO IS A 
S!VER!I BLOW TO THE ERP, THE ERP HAS SUFFERED SERIOUS LOSSES 

. 0 VER ~t-H E PAST , T HR EE MONTHS AND TH I S l'I AV TURN OUT TO BE THE 
-bECiatvE e~ow FOR THAT ORGANIZATION, MEANWHILE, THE MONTONEROS 
:.HAVE ~BEEN RELA TIVEI. V UNTOUCHED ANO CAN 6E EXPECTED TO EXECUTE 
·soME~1VPE OF TERRORIST OPERATION TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR CAPABILITY. 
THIS' iSG HAS BEEN COORDINATED WITH EHBASSV. 
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