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TAGS PR~L, PINS , AR 
SUBJ THE MASS ERA SENSATION AND OTHER LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS 
REFS (A) BUENOS AIRES 4061 , (B) 82 BUENOS AIRES 5988 
1. SUMMARY THE FEDERAL COURTS , SINCE THE 197 6 COUP 
REGARDED LARGELY AS I MPOTENT BYSTANDERS , APPEAR TO HAV~ 
STEPPED FORWARD I N THE LAST WEEKS TO MAKE THE VOICE OF ~HE 
LAW HEARD IN PUBLIC LIFE . AS SURPRISING AS SOME JUDGES ' 
BOLDNESS I N ASSERTING THEIR AUTHORITY TN AREAS HERETOFORE 
TREATED WI TH THE GREATEST SENSITIVITY IS THE WI LLINGNESS 
OF THE MILITARY TO ALLOW IT . THESE AH~ NEW ELEMENTS IN THE 
POLITICAL EQUATION THAT HAVE MORE TO DO WITH CRI ME AND 
PUNISHMENT AND NOT WITH POLITICS, STRICTLY S PEAKING . YET 
BECAUSE OF THE NATU RE OF THE LEGAL PROCEEDINGS NOW UNFOLD­
:NG , DREDGING UP AS THEY DO THE UNSAVORY PAST OF THE 
PRESENT REG TMr. , THEY COULD HAVE AN IM PACT ON THE IMMEDIATE 
POLITICAL FUTURE . END SUMMARY. 
2 . MOST ATTENTION HAS CENTERED ON THE CASE OF EMILIO 
MASSERA, MADE HEAD OF THE NAVY BY JUAN PERON IN 1973 AND A 
MEMBER OF THE JUNTA WH ICn OVERTHREW PERON ' S WIDOW THREE 
YEARS LATER . ADMIRAL MASSERA WAS ORDERED ARREST~D JUNE 14 
BY FEDERAL JUDGE OSCAR SALVI WHO HAS BEEN INVESTI GATING THE 
UNSOLVED DISAPPEARANCE AND SUSPECTED MURDER IN 1977 OF 
FERNANDO BRANCA (REFTEL A) . MASSERA IS CHARGED WITH A 
COVERUP , LITERALLY 11 :::NCUBRIMIENTO," OR CONCEALMENT OF THE 
FEDERAL CRIME OF AB DUCTION . THr. DTSTINCTION TO BE NOTED 
I S THAT " ENCUBRIMIENTO" IS NOT , LIKE ABDUCTION , A FEDERAL 
OFFENSE BUT A COMMON CRIME . IT MAY DETERM I NE WHETHER JUDGE 
SALVI ' S COURT IS COMPETENT TO TRY MASSF.RA IF AND AS THE 
CASE PROCEEDS . THE COMPETENCE ISSUE ALREADY HAS BEEN 
RAISED BY MASSERA ' S ATTORNEY AND MAY HAVE BEEN BEHI ND THE 
NAVY ' S ALLUSION TO THE QUESTI ON IN I TS JUNE 15 COMMUNIQUE , 
I N WHICH IT APPEARED TO AGREE TO A CIVILIAN COURT TRI AL FOR 
THE RETIRED CINC (REFTEL A). 
3 . IN ANY CASE, THE PRESENT NAVY COMMANDER REUBEN FRANCO 
ORDERED A NAVY Al~PLANE TO BRAZ I L AT MI DWEEK TO RETURN 
MASSERA TO RUF.NOS AI RES TO FACE JUDGE SALVI JUNE 16. ONE 
PERSON MASSERA RE FUSED TO FACE DURING THAT DAY IN COURT WAS 
NAVY CAPTAIN t DUAR DO INVIERNO , ACCORDING TO THE SATURATION 
PRESS COVERAGE OF MASSERA ' S DETENTION . INVIERNO, THI::SE 
ACCOUNTS HAD IT, WAS HEAD OF NAVAL I NTELLIGENCE AT THE 
TIME OF THE BRANCA DI SAPPEARANCE. HE I S SAID TO HAVE CON ­
DUCTED AN I NVESTIGATTON OF THE EVENT AND TURNED THE RESULTS 
OVER TO THEN COMMAN DER MASSERA . HENCE , POSSIBLY , THE 
ORIGINS OF THE COVERU P . REPORTS THAT INVIERNO I S ONE Or 
SEVERAL PEOPLE EITHER ORDERED DETAINED OR SUBPOENAED BY 
SALVI HAVE NOT TO DATE BEEN DENIED BY THE JUDGE . 
4 . FOLLOWI NG 11 HOURS IN THE COURTHOUS E, MASSERA WAS 
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MASSERA , I N THE STATUS OF " DETAINED BUT NOT INCOMMUNICADO," 
WAS INSTALLED ON A NAVY YACHT IN THE NORTHERN SUBURBS OP 
SAN FERNANDO. THERE HE WAS ABLE TO PASS THE LONG FATH ER ' S 
DAY- FLAG DAY WEEKEND WI TH HIS FAMILY RELATI VELY UNMOLESTED 
BY THE PRESS , WHICH HAD LONG SINCE SWARMED OVER ALL THE 
OTHER PLACES THI:'.: ADMIRAL MIGHT APPEAR . MASSERA ' S LAWYER 
WAS QUOTED AT THE WEEKEND AS SAYING !IE EXPECTED HIS CLIENT 
TO BE RELEASED DIRECTLY, SOMETHI NG WHICH SALVI REFUSED TO 
AGREE TO DO ON FRI DAY WHEN PETI TIONED TO QUASH THE ARREST 
ORDER OUT OF DEFERENCE TO MASSERA' S RANK AND PROMI NENCE . 
5 . A NOT INCONSEQUl::N'l'IAL ASPECT OF MASSERA ' S EXPERIENCE 
THE PAST WEEK HAS BEEN I TS CONTINU ING POLITICAL REPERCUS­
SIONS . WHEN H:S ARREST WAS ORDERED, MASSERA WAS IN BRAZ IL , 
SAID TO BE VACATIONING WITH HIS FAMI LY BUT, ACCORDING TO 
THE RUMORS, ENGAGED IN A HIGH- STAKES POLITICAL VENTURE 
TO SECURE THE IMPRIMATUR OF ISABEL PERON IN HI S EFFORT TO 
HARNESS PERONISM TO HIS OWN AMBITIONS . HE HAD REPORTEDLY 
ENGINEERED WITH THE HIGH COMMAND OF THE ARMY A CHARTER AS 
MIDDLEMAN TO BARGAIN WITH MRS. PERON OVER A PEACEFUL 
COEXISTENCE PACT BETWEEN THE MI ~ITARY AND PERONISM . IN I T 
FOR MASSERA WAS EITHER I SABELITA' S BLESSING AS THE JUSTI­
CIALI ST CANDI DATE OR A BEH I ND-THE-THRONE POWERBROKER ROLE . 
THIS ALLEGED ARRANG EMENT WAS ARTFULLY LEAKED AT A MOMr.NT 
WHEN TH 8 POLITICAL WORLD HERE WAS STI ?RED BY THE REPORTED 
DEAL BETWEEN THE MILITARY AND PERONI ST LABOR LEADERS SEEK­
ING THE SAME GOAL. ARMY CI NC CRI STINO KICOLAI DES HAS 
CALLED THE LABOR-MILI TARY PACT REPORT "NONSENSE" AND 
SEEMED ALSO TO DISMISS THE SPECULATION ABOUT MASSERA ' S 
SUPPOSED LIAI SON. WHETHER THE ADMI ~L EVER ACTUALLY MET 
WITH MRS . PERON OR NOT SEEMED TO BE OF LITTLE IMPORTANCE 
BT 

/*** *** BEGINN ING OF SECTION 2 ****** 
SINCE THE JUD:CIAL THUKDERBOLT STROCK HIM . THE HIGH COM­
MAND OF PERONI SM I S BRF.ATH ING SOMEWHAT EASI ER IN THE PAST 
WEEK, DI SPOSED TO IGNORE THE POOR POLI TICAL J UDGMENT OF 
THE NOMINAL LEADER FOR ALLOWING HER NAME TO BE ASSOCIATSD 
WITH A POLI TICAL BUCCANEER . THE AFFAIR SAYS A GREAT DEAL 
ABOUT THE DEPTH OF RIVALRIES AND INSECURI TY AMONG THE MOVE­
MENT ' S LEADERS STOKED BY HER POWl::R, WHETHER OR NOT SHF. 
ULTI MATELY CHOOSES TO EXERCISE I T TO INFLUENCE THE SELEC­
TION OF THE PARTY' S PRESI DENTIAL CANDI DATE . 
6 . WH I LE MASSERA HELD THE HEADLINES THI S PAST WE EK, THE 
SUBMISS I ON OF ROBERTO VI OLA TO CI VILI AN JUST ICE DI D NOT GO 
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UNNOTICED . THE FORMER ARMY COMMANDER AND PRESIDENT WHO 
WAS ~ORCED FROM OFFICE IN LATE 1981 APPEAKED BE rORE 
FEDERAL JUDGE NI CASIO DTBUR ON JUNE 1 5 . HE WAS SUMMONED 
TO FACS TH~ FAMILY OF FORMER ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR TO 
VEN EZ UELA, HECTOR HIDALGO SOLA, WHO WAS K:DKAPP~D FROM A 
BUSY BUENOS AIRES STREET IN 1977 AND PRES UMED MURDERED . 
VIOLA DENIED THAT HE HAD TOLD MRS . HIDALGO SOLA AT THE 
TIME OF HER HUSBAND' S DISAPPEARANCE THAT A "CONSPIRACY OF 
SILENCE " WAS BLOCKING THE INVESTIGATION (RE FTEL B) . MRS . 
HIDALGO SOLA AND HER SON CONFESSED TO FRUSTRATI ON AFTER 
THE MEETING IN COURT WITH VIOLA, SAYING THE RE HAD BEEN NO 
PROGRESS IN DIBUR ' S INVEST I GATION . BUT THEY DID CREDIT 
TIE JUDGE WITH " TRYING TO FIND SOMETHING OUT, " AND SAID 
" HE DOESN 'T SEEM TO GET VERY MUCH COOPERAT ION ." VIOLA FOR 
~IS PART HAD LITTLE TO SAY ABOUT THE COURT AP PEARANCE , 
WH I CH HE COULD HAVE WAIVED BY INVOKING THE PREROGATIVE Of 
SENIOR OFFICERS TO REPLY TO JUDICIAL INQUIRIES IN WRITING. 
7 . A CURIOSITY IN VIOLA'S DECISION TO GO TO COURT ON SUM­
MONS WAS ITS CONTRAST WITH NICOLAIDES ' RECENT FORECLOSURE 
OF CI VIL IAN LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST ARMY PERSONNEL WHO 
MAY BE I NVOLVED IN A GASOLIN£-WATERI NG SCANDAL . MORE THAN 
A SCOR~ OF OFFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN W2RE NAMED IN PUB­
LISHED ACCOUNTS AS IMPLICATED IN A CRIMINAL COURT INVESTI ­
GATION OF THE Ar'FAIR . RUT THE ARMY HIGH COMMAND RULED THAT 
MILITARY TRIBUNALS WOULD TRY AND J UDGE THOSE FOU ND GUILTY 
ON GROUN DS THEY WERE ON ACTIVE DUTY WHEN THE OFFENSES 
ALLEGEDLY OCCURRED . VIOLA ' S MOTIV:S IN AP PEARING IN COURT 
I N THE HIDALGO SOLA CASE COULD HAV~ BEEN PURELY PERSONAL 
SINCE HE WAS A WI TNESS AND NOT THE TARGET OF THE INVESTI GA­
TION . NI COLAIDES ' MOTIVES PROBABLY WERE MORE INSTITUTIONAL 
SI NCE HE HAS REPEATEDLY STAT ED THAT THE "MILITARY FAMILY" 
WOULD BE PROTECTED FROM WHAT IT DECIDES I S UNJUSTI FIED 
P~OSECUTION . COMING ON TOP OF THE JUNTA ' S "FINAL REPORT" 
EXCULPATING EXCESSES I N THE WAR AGAINST TERRORISM AS "ACTS 
OF SERVICE," THE ARMY ' S POSITION IN THE ADULTERATED GAS 
CASE ONLY UNDERSCORED THE NOTION THAT WHERE J USTICE I S 
CONCERNED THE MILITARY IS A CLASS APART WHOSE CONDUCT IS 
SUBJECT ONLY TO THE EXCLUSIVE RULES OF I TS OWN MAKING . 
8 . BESIDES THE PRECEDENT OF A PERSONAL APPEARANCE IN COURT 
OF A FORMER PRESIDENT, UNRAVELI NG OF THE BRANCA/HIDALGO 
SOLn CASES PRESENTED SF.VERAL IRONIES . WHILE VIOLA WAS THE 
WI TNESS I N THE LATTER I NVESTIGATI ON, IT WAS MASSERA WHO 
FIGURATIVELY WAS IN THE DOCK , AS HE IS I N THE APPARENTLY 
UNRELATED KI DNAP-KILLING OP ANOTHER ARGENT I NE DIPLOMAT, 
ELENA HOLMBERG . HE IS NOT FORMALLY ACCUS ED IN EITHER CASE , 
BUT THE CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVI DENCE AGAINST MASSERA ADDUCED BY 
THIRD PARTY--A FOREl GN SERV TCF. CLASSMATE Of HOLMBERG, 
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GREGORIO DUPONT , WHOSE BROTHER MARC ELO WAS KIDNAPPED AND 
MURDERED BY UNDISCOVERED ASSAILANTS LAST OCTOBER- - I S TIGHT 
FOR ALL I TS LOOSE ENDS . THE FACTS I N THE HIDALGO SOLA 
DISAPPEARANCE HAVE LONG BE~N SOUGHT BY THE FAMILY , BUT IT 
WAS ONLY WHEN DUPONT WENT PUBLI C WITH HOLMBERG ' S EVIDENCE , 
MADE JUST BEFORE HER DEATH , THAT MASSERA'S POSSISLE 
INVOLVEMENT IN THE HI DALGO SOLA KI DNAPPING CAME TO PUBLIC 
NOTICE . ALSO IRONICAL rs THAT THE JUDGES I N BOTH THE 
BRANCA AND HIDALGO SOLA CASES , SALVI AND DIBUR, INHERITED 
THEM FROM THE DOCKET OF FEDERAL JUDGE PEDRO NARVAIZ , WHO 
FLED TO BRAZI::. EARLIER THIS YEAR AFTER ALLEGED THREATS 
ON HI S LIFE . THE TWO JUDGES REPORTEDLY HAVE RECEI VED 
SIM I LAR THREATS THROUGH ANOMYMOUS PHONE CALLS BUT SALVI 
HAS TOLD NEWSMEN HE TENDS TO DI SMISS THEM. 
9 . THE THIRD AREA OF JUDI CI AL I NQUIRY TO COME ALIVE I N 
RECENT DAYS IS TP.E INVESTIGATION INTO THE ALLiGED SHOOTOUT 
DEATHS OF ROSARIO PERONIST OSVALDO CAMBIASO AND MONTONERO 
EDUARDO PEREIRA ROSSI ON MAY 14. THF. TARGETS IN THE PUBLIC 
MIND I N THIS CASi:.: ARE THE ARMY AND T!-lE ?ROVINCIAL POLICE OF 
BUENOS AIRES . KEE PING I NTEREST Al.IVE HAS BEEN A TEAM OF 
HUMAN RI GHTS LAWYERS WHICH HAS PURSUED CONTRAD I CTIONS I N 
THE OFFICIAL VERS I ON Of THE DEATHS AS THE CASE BECAME 
ENSNARLED IN A JURISDI CTI ONAL CONFLICT BETWEEN FEDERAL AND 
CRIMTNAL COURTS IN TWO PROVINCES . THE LAWYERS' ON JUNE 17 
RELEASED THE RESULTS OF A SECOND AUTOPSY SHOWI NG THE MEN 
BT 
/*~**** BEGI NN I NG OF SECTION 3 **** * * 
WERE SHOT AT POINTBLANK AFTER WITNESSES SAW THEM KIDNAPPED 
FROM A COFFEEHOJSE IN ROSARIO . ON JUNE 18, THE JUDGE IN 
THE CASE, JUAN CARLOS MARCHETTI OF BUENOS AIRES PROVINCE 
ORDERED THE PREVENTIVE ARREST OF THE THREE PROVINCIAL 
POLICEMEN WHO WERE I NVOLVED I N THE ALLEGED SHOOTOUT. 
MARCHETTI ALSO CALLED FOR A SEPARATE I NVEST IGATION OF THE 
POLICE CORONER WHO PERFORMED THE FIRST AUTOPSY AND THE 
POLICE INSPECTOR WHO lNVESTIGATED THE CASE . ACCORDING TO 
THE PRESS , MARCHETTI SUSPECTS " PERJURY AND FORGERY OF 
PUBLIC DOCUMENTS" ON THEIR PART. 
10 . FINALLY ON THE J UDICIAL FRONT HAS BEEN THE EXTENSIVE 
PUBLIC I TY GIVEN TO THE TRIAL OF A WCMAN JUDGE BY A PANEL OF 
HER PEERS HEADED BY A SUPREME COURT JUSTICE . THE ACCUSED 
JURIST FACES A LIST OF CHARGES ENCOMPASSING MALFEASANCE I N 
OFFICE AND UNFITNESS TO CONTI NUE ON THE BENCH . ORIGINALLY 
l NVOLVI NG A NARCOTICS I NVESTIGAT I ON I N WH ICH THE JUDGE 
PERMITTED OR DID NOT STOP MISTREATMENT OF SUSPECTS, THE 
CASE HAS BEEN TREATED BY SOME PAPERS AS AN ISSUE OF THE 
QUALI TY OF JUSTICE AVAILABLE TO THE CI TIZENRY . 
11 . COMMENT THE " RESURRECTION " OF THE JUDI CI ARY , AS ONE 
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COMMSNTATOR CALLED ITS NEW ACTIVISM, HAS GENERJ\TED FREE­
SWINGING SPECULATION ABOUT WHAT IT ALL MEANS FOR THE POLI ­
TICAL PROCESS . THIS I S NOT SURPRISING GIVEN THE OVERALL 
RECORD OF JUDICI AL DOCI LITY DURING THE PAST SEVEN YEARS , 
THE APPROACH OF ELECTIONS AND THE NAT I O~AL BENT FOR FAR­
FETC~ED THEORIES . A RECURRING RUMOR THAT HAS GAINED SOME 
CURRENCY AGAIN HAS TO DO WI TH POSTPONEMENT OF " INSTI TU­
TIONAL I ZATI ON," PROMPTING NICOLAIDES TO REPEAT TO KEWSMEN 
JUNE 20 THE ARMY ' S SOLEMN COMM I TMENT ~O GUARANTEE DEMO­
CRATIC ELECTIONS OCTOBER 30 AND A CIVILIAN ACCESSION 90 
DAYS LATER . PROBABLY WITH MORE SUBSTANCE ARE RUMORS OF A 
RESURGENCE OF NEW DI SQUIET IN MILITARY RANKS AS FORMERLY 
POWERFUL OFFICERS ARE BROUGHT BEFORE THE BAR AND TEE 
COURTS , WHIPPED ON BY THE HUMAN RI GHTS LOBBY , PROBE 
SERIOUSLY INTO SUSPECTED POLITICAL CRIMES . CONS IDERATION 
OF A MILITA~Y SELF-AMNESTY MAY BE QUI CKENE D AS 
CERS MAY FE~L A NOOSE TIGHTENING . 
12. BEYOND THAT IT IS NOT EASY TO PROJECT THE 
THE COURTS ON THE OVERALL POLITICAL SITUATION . 

SOME OFFI­

EFFECT OF 
FOR SOME, 

TH~IR SEEMING REVIVAL IS EITHER A FLUKE THAT W:LL NOT 
BECOME A PATTERN , OR A STAGED SHOW THAT WI LL PASS ON . 
OTHERS SEE IT AS CRASS ATTEMPT BY JUDGES APPOINTED BY THE 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT TO CURRY FAVOR WITH THE CIVILIANS , 
THEREBY PROTECTING THEIR JOBS . THE I MPARTIALITY OF J UDGE 
DI BUR, F'OR F::XAMPLE , TS BEING CHALLENGED BY " ~UMOR" MAGA­
ZINE IN I TS DEFENSE AGAINST A SLANDER SU IT BROUGHT BY THE 
ARMY. VISITS BY DIBUR AND OTHER JU DGES MADE TO NICOLAIDES 
AND OTHER TOP BRASS EARLIER THIS YEAR ARE NOT ONLY SUSPI­
CIOUS, ACCORDING TO THE DEFENDANTS , BUT AN " INSULT TO THE 
I NDEPEN DENCE OF THE JUDI CIARY ." 
1 3 . WEEKEND STAT EMENTS BY PRES IDENT BI GNONE AND HI S 
J USTI CE MINISTER MAY CONTRIBUTE TO MAKING I T AWKWARD TO 
BRAKE OR DEFLECT THE MOMEN TUM OF THE INVSSTI GATIONS , 
HOWEVER . BIGNONE, REFERRING TO THE " INDEPENDENT POWER" 
OF THE J UD I CIARY , ASKED THE NATION TO "GROW ACCUSTOMED 
TO HAVING CONFIDENCE IN JUSTICE SINCE IT I S A BASIC ELE­
MENT OF DEMOCRACY AND THE INSTITUTI ONALIZAT I ON OF THE 
COUNTRY ," WHILE MINISTER LUCAS LENNON CITED ':'HE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE ARMED FORCES ACCEPTING THE RULING OF A CIVIL 
MAGISTRATE . 
14 . IN ALL THIS CONFUSION THERE ARE TWO POINTS THAT SEEM 
TO US TO STAND OUT CLEARLY 

MASSERA ' S POLITICAL FUTURE, IF HE EVER HAD ONE, HAS 
BEEN SEVERELY DAMAGE D AT BEST ; AND, 

THE BRANCA, ~OLMBERG AND HIDALGO SOLA CASES ARE , AS 
A MI L=TARY OrFICER REMARKED TO AN EMBOFF, "ONLY THE 
BEGINNING". 
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HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS AND OTHER OPPONENTS OF THE MILITARY 
ARE PRE PARING TO BRING MANY CASES TO COURT . IN MOST OF 
THEM I T WILL PROBABLY BE VERY DI FFICULT TO PR~SENT SUF­
FICI8NT PROOF FOR CONVI CTION . BUT I F THE INVESTIGAT I NG 
MAGISTRATES ARE NOT SCARED OFF, MORE THAN A FEW MILITARY 
AND POLICE OFFICERS ARE I N FOR SOME ROUGH PU BLI CI TY. 
SHLAUDEMAN 
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