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Terrorist Estimates - Argentina 

RSO Tecently· met vith cenior member of the Federal 
Security ~erviie . . Souice stat~d that the comb~tant 
effectivenc;s of the terr~riat organizationa has 
diminished drastically but the political organization . 
is still active and effective and ~ill be for some . time. 
The eilitary element vill take at least a year or maybe 
more bef~re it is cocpletely eliminated. Source at~t~d 
that when the leadership of the M~nion~ros left Arg~~~i 
lower ranking persons vere immediately . promoted to fill 
these vacated positio~s. Majer over~ll leadership role 
wer~ ·assigned ~o milit~ry leaders so that they could 
successfully run operations tn irg•ntina even while 
being separated from the leadership _ in Europe, Many 
middle echelon personne_l have been redi Tected into 
reiruit6ent, logiotics and other supjort activities 
to fill the numerou~ organi~ational losses they have 
suff~red. The combat elem~nts have be~n seriouily 
crippled and there is an urgent rieed to refill theie 
ranks. Efforts at recruitcent are still being directed 

, ~t the -universities . and the labor elemerits . . Uo~ever, 
the government has made it very difficult for Morito~ 
neros to conduct ~ny ~ctivities at . the univ~raity ievei 
and their attempts at inducing labor support have not 
paid dividends . . • The rank and fil~ ~f labor fi~~ -the 
Montoner~ dtalogue too hea~y to handle and thepit~h 

. not . attra~tive~ . Most of the people -~ecr~ited ~ire siill 

. middle class, ·tairli w~ll educated peisons vh~ ·~ave 
~oftilfilled psycholo~ica1 needs~ oi are r~carit!~illy 

.attr11cted to terro.riat a_ctivities or are · recruited by 
th_e_ir . boyfriend& ·or . gi l'lfrien~• • . 
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Source stated that the main efforts of the .Montoneros 
will be increasingly directed at poli~icnl objectives. 
They are expected to increase their efforts ~n the inter­
nati~nal front • . Presently, the Montonero press secretary 
is spending several hundred thou~and dollars per ~onth in 

0 Europ~ on propaganda efforts. They still have co~aiderable 
financial resources abroad which they obtained through th~ 
kidnapping .of exec~tives and through extortion. These 
funds cannot be used to provide support for operations in 
Argentina because the conduits that vere used for passing 
the money have alQOSt all been destroyed. 

Source stated that militarily the Montoneroa will ~on­
centrate on ~ttacks on soft targets vhere little risk is 
involved and ~here success will gi~e t~em some n~tional 
or international recognition. The attack on Foreign 
Minister CUZZETTI is a price exanple. Additionally, bomb 
attacks vill continue as they can be donducted vith litt~~ 
risk. Source stated that all terrorist attacks ~ust be 
approved in advance. An indivi~ual cell, geneially five 
men with a.''responsible," does not have authority to 
initiate independent action. A member vho finds a suitable 
target discusses it with his "responsible 11 who vie-ws all ­
the possible alternatives involved in the attack, i.e. is 
the target vorth it? are there better targets avaiiable? 
He then requires a cell member to obtain additional infor­
~ation concerning the target and the target environment. 
If the target ap.pears · suitable, the action request is then 
passed to a superior official who weighs the risk and the 
value of the attack. If he feels the risk is worth the 

' ' 

effort. he vill then give permission for the c~ll to act 
and arrange for support. liaison and b3ckup security for 
the operation~ If it is a particularly valuable target 
~r there is a high risk involved, the final decision nay 
be passed up to the Military Secretari~t. Source stated 
that even though this is~ cumbersome procedure, it is the 
only way the Montoneros can assur~ that they don't vaste 
their military · ~apability on unproductive attacks. Even 
the loss or capture of one terrorist is serious. Captured 
pers~~nel almost invariably ~rovirle information .on other 
members of thei~ cells. 

S~urce st~ted that defections from the Montoneros are 
numerous. Many · are tired of the combat and see it as a 
dead end. Sot!le are going to the mnrgin -~ (stepping out 
of .act!on) ~ iooe are surrendering. Thosi that surrender 
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are given go~d - treat~ent and there are str{ct regul~tions 
48 · to how they are to . be l{andled. In . some cases, efforts 
are made to turn them around to use ~gainst Hontoneros. 
Some of the .terrorista who surrender collaborate closely 
with securi~y forces, interpreting docu~e~ts, iroviding 
informatio~ and, in some instances, helping to ·wage ~ 

• psychological war. These persons· are protected by the 
Sec~rity Service, given a cloak of secrecy and so~eti~es 

· have even beeri allo~ed to leave the country. Source · 
stated that recently it has been very difficult to ,ohtain . 
prisoners d~ring actual operations becaus~ in m6st instances 
the terrorists are quite prepared to shoot it out with .. the 
security forces and they ha~e ~een taking m~ch larger doses 
of cyanide before capt~re. The securitj forces previously 
had some success using entedotes to the cyanide but now 
the dose is so strong that there is rio. way to ~revent death . . 

{ 

Source · sta~ed there has been a recent trend for the Marx!~t ~· 
based ·organizations in Argentina to · try to cooperate vith 
each other. the ERP would like to c6ntrol all Marxist 
groups in the country ond while they are more intelligent 
and were better organized, they have never enjoyed broad 
based support among the masses. The Monton•ros had the 
cloak of Peronis~ to hide behind, generated much more publi~ 
support and are stronger politically. The ERP doe• not • 
have the Peronist poliiical ~ovement to hide behind. 
Source stated there is little . likelihood of any meaningful 
long range coop~ration betw~en the two. How•ver, they • 
expect all terrorist elements to direct principle efforts 
at creating an international incident at th~ World Soc~er 
Cup in 1978. This would create worldwide attention. This 
is a Qnin objective. •Source stated a~tacks on diplocatic 
personnel are extrem~ly unlikely because the terrorists 
feel the U.S. position on human rights help~ them ·and any 
attack on U~S. govern~ent people would be counter-productive. 
Source ·stated that recently there have be~n strong efforts 
to prevent excesses in repression of ~ubversive activities; 
However; ns ttie country is involved in a batile for survival, 
the security forces will not let ~nything stand in _the ·way 
of effectively eliminnting the terrotist threat as the 
struggle i~ a matter of ·1if• and death. 
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