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COMMENT: £€Y This report is being forwarded to ensure appropriate dis-
semination within DIA. The report provides latest estimates of remaining
vestiges of the Montonero organization and shows a continuing decrease in
numbers and operational capability. It cautions that while terrorist
_elements are almost wiped out in most areas, they could be rebuilt or
augmented by consolidating small elements in one location. Cordoba

is cited as an historically unstable area and a place in which the
organization could be ~ brought back to life. Montonero morale is considered
low with most of the top leadership in exile. They are given the capability
of attacking soft targets such as business executives and security forces
which do not practice good security practices. They probably will not
attack US government officials since the Montoneros feel' they are being
indirectly supported by strong US policy on human rights. However, possibil-
ity of an attack on official US government personnel cannot be dismissed
considering fact that operation of terrorist elements lacks strong central
control and coordination. Report concludes that terrorism, albeit
diminishing, will remain a threat at least through 1978. | W
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the Argentine security services in order to develop
country-wide security profile for the coming months.
The security services estimate that there are between
300-450 Mentonearo cozbatants in Argentina. They are
resently supported by between 450-600 non-combatants.
figures are dewn considerably from August vhen

5 astlh-tcd there were between 700-900 ccocmbatants
reen 1,000-2,000 non-cembatants., The general
ion of the Mentona2ro colunns, presently called
is in the northern and northeastern areas
ountry. The major concentrations are in the
rial areas and southern province of Bucnos Aires,
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forces are deployed 2s follows. Detach-

The Yontcnero

cznt 5, in the area of Tucuran, is estimated to be
cocpesed of 15-20 rembers. Detachment 7, in the
northern-nost areas of Fornosa znd Chaco, is composed

ef zpproximately 15-20 imeabers. They have little
cocbative potential end are not considered important. -
Detachment 9 in the provinces of Mendoza and San Luis,

is estimated to have 153-20 mawmbers. It has little
cepacity for rebuilding or strengthening its forces
Tetezchzent 11 in Corédoba haes been reduced to 5-10

mezbers end Iis almost coupletely destroyed. However,
given the importance of Ceordoba, it is probeble that

the YNontceneres wmay send in forces from other locations

in orcder to strengthen their pesition. Cordoba has a
potential capacity for rebuilding the Xontonero structure.
Thzre hes been a 1cmg histery of unrest and social z2nd
zeonoemic discord in Cordoba end the workers znd students
zre highly cembative. Detachient 14 operates in the

zrez of Sznta Ye. This column has between 10-20 memdbers.
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At present it has no significance. Detachment 15 operates
in the area of Rosario znd has zporoximately 6C-80 memters.
It is well organized znd has good political aand military
capability. It is involvad in labor union activism and

also provides logistic support to the Federal Capital-Zone. - .-

Detzehment 17 functions in Corrientes and Entres Rios,
the northeastern area of Argentina. This detachment has
eppreximately 15-20 neabers. It is completely isolated
irom the nmational leadership.

The main Montonero forces a2re in Buenos Aires province.
Detachment 19 functions ir northern Buenos Aires province.
It had between '100-200 mexbers in ALugust but has been
seriously weakened due to successful security service
operations against them. They are presantly estimated to
have no more than 20 members. Their main cbjective is to
preserve what remains of their detachment. Detachment 21
functions in the western area of Buenos Aires province.

In asvgust it was estimated they had 90-100 combatants.

They are new reported to have only 20-40. The msin aresz

of operations is labor uniomns. To cate they have had very
little success. Detachment 23 functions in the Federal
Capital (the center of Buenos Aires). In August it had
140-150 corbatants. The present estimate is 30-50 members.
Although it has suffered severe losses over the past several
months, it still has some military capability. Detachmzent
25, in scuthern Buenos Aires province, is the most important

unit. In August its strength was estimated at between 20C-210

and presently is has been reduced to 60-80. However, with
Rosario and La Plata, it is one of the most important, if
not the wost important, rezmaining Montonero cetachment.

Its mein area of work is directed at dissident factory
elesents in the incustrial arez of the city. Since 2fugust,
the Montoneros have been trying to reiniorce this detachment
without major success. Until recently, Detachment 25
provided the tesis of production for the National Milit:z
.Secretariat and in conjunction with Resario produced exp
sives to be used in Montonero operatioms. However, this
capability was recently destroved. Detachment 27 functicns
in La Plata which is to the south of Buenos Aires (city).
Its strength is estimated at betwezn 40-60 persons. To
date, their attempts to rebuild this detachment have not
bezn successful. Hoewever, cue to a large uvniversity popu-
lation, La Plata has always been & fertile azrez for Montonero
recruitment. :
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The Montoneros have sufferzd a lcss of their rmain
logistic bases and there is no &vidence that they

are manufacturing their own wa:,ovs 1ocally, as was

the case in the paest. Wezpons are generally obtained
tnrOugh attacks on police pcraonrel robbery and
scmetimes by purchesing thzm. Their czpacity to
mzanufacture explecsives has teen greatly reduced due

to successful security cperations in scuthern Buenos
Aires province and in Recsario. Security forces believe
that Montonero explesive technicizns were sent abroad,
presumably to the Middle EZast. The .Montoneros are

also very short of funds and menbers now are responsi-
ble for sustaining their cwn means of support. Their
combat morale is very low znd desertions are very nuch
on the increase. There is a great sense of insecurity
and some resentment against their superior council
which is living abroad. Most of their operations
chiefs are in Mexico or Brazil and many of the remaining
Montoneros in Argentina feel a sense of dislocation
irom the movenment. ‘

Their possibilities of action are limited to soft
targets, selective attacks a2gainst business executives
and managenment officials, and the security forces when
opportune. The main units for these attacks are
conposed of 3-4 people, now referred to as guerrilla
units. Dve to their depleted forces, lack of logistics
and intelligence support, it is very difficult for

them to plan acts against hard targets or even against
business executives who follow good security practices.
To date, there is no evidence of targeting against

U.S. government personnel. There is a general belief
that the Montonercs would not target representatives

of countries or agencies that have strong huwan rights
progrems because the mainstay of Mecntenero political
strategy at the internaticnal level depends on the
ndirect support of these countries/agencies. However,
given the lack of direct lezdership, coordination znd
pelitical scphistication at the guerrilla unit level,
the possibility of an attack upon a2 U.S. target of
cpportunity cannot be dismissed.

Al

The RSO feels that the main terrorist efforts will
continde to be directed against menbers of the business
community. These efforts will be cdiluted due to the
weakness, dispersion and lack of cexzmunication between
their forces. However, these samne factors increzse

the likelihood that some of the guerrilla units will
continue to elude total sznnihilation by the szcurity
forces. Consequently, the terrorist preblem will dDe
with us on a sormzwhat dicinished scale at least for

the rest of the vear.
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