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~o ~chly s:etus Report for January 1978 

1. Threat AssessPent 

~~- • 
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A. 
1-L • . During the ·month of January, RSO met '\l.•-1:t:h·· ·ttre:nr!n:rt--S-or

the Argentine security services in order to d~velop 
- ·--· 

a ccuntry-~ice security profile for the coming months. 
Tr.e security services esti~ate that th~re are bet~een 
300-450 Mcntonero co~batants in Argentina. They are 
presently supported by between 450 - 600 non-combatants. 
:h~se figures are do~n considerably from August ~hen 
it ~as ~sti~attc there ~ere bet~een 700-900 ccffibatants 
a~~ bet~een 1,000-2,000 non-cccbatants. The general 
fis?osition of the ½ontonero colu~ns, presently called 
fetach~ents, is in the northern and noJtheastern areas 

.~f the country. The major concentrations are in the 
i~~~strial areas and southern province of Buenos Aires. 

T~e ~ont~nero forces are deployed as follows. Detach-
2e~t 5, in the area of Tucucan, is estioated to be 
c0~pcsed of 15-20 meh<bers. Detachment 7, in the 
norttern-nost areas of Fornosa and Chaco, is composed 
cf approxi~&tely 15-20 ~e~bers. They have little 
co~bst i ve potential and are not considered i~portant. 
Detac h ment 9 in the provinces · of Mendoz·a and San Luis, 
is esti~ated to h~ve 15-20 m~~~ers. It has little 
cEpacity for rebuilding or strengthening its forces. 
I:2!:ccL::ent 11 in Corcoba h.:!s be.::n reduced to 5-10 
~a= b ers znd is al~ost co~pletely destroyed. Eo~e~er, 
~i~en the icportance of Cordob~, it is probable that 
th e ! : o ::1 ~ c· ~ e r o s nay s Ee. n d i n f o r c e s f r o rn o th e r l o c a t ion s 
in order to strengthc:n their position. Cordoba has a 
potential capacity for rebuildJng the ½onto~ero stiuciure. 
!h!re has been a long histcry of unrest and social and 
eccncrnic discord in Cordoba 2nd the woikers and students 
are highly cc~b2tive. Detach~ent 14 operates in the 
&rea of Sacta Fe. This colu~n has between 10-20 members. 
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At present it has no signific~nce. Detachn2nt 15 operates 
in the area of Rosario and h2s approxi~2t2ly 60-80 members. 
It is well . organized ~nd h2s good political and ~ili.tary 
ca?ability. It is involvad in labor union activism and 
<?lso pro\'ides logistic Su?port to the Federal Capital • Zone . .. • •· 
De~actGent 17 functions in c~rrientes dnd Entres tios, 
the northe2stern area of Argentina. ihis detachment has 
2??rcxi~ately 15-20 mf~bers. It is ccmple:ely isolated 
from the national leadership. 

The main Montonero forces are in Buenos Aires province. 
Detachcent 19 functions ir. northern Buenos Aires province. 
It had bet\,:een ·100-200 1.ie;::;bers in l,ugust but has been 
seriously ~eakened due to successful security service 
operations against tbem. They ar~ pres2ntly esti~ated to 
hava no ~ore than 20 ~embers. Their nain objective is to 
preserve ~hat remains of their detachment. Detachment 21 
functions in the ~estern area of Buenos Aires province. 
In August it ~as estimated they had 90-100 combatants. 
They are nc~ reported to have only 20-40. The main are~ 
of op~rations is labor unions. To date they have had v~ry 
little success. Detachc~nt 23 functions in the Fede~al 
Capital (the center of Buenoi Aires). In August it had 
140-150 cor.batants. The present estimate is 30-50 mewbers. 
Although· it has suffered severe losses over . the past several 
months, it s~ill has so.;ie military capability. Detach.:::(:nt 
25, in southern Buenos Aires province, is the most important 
unit. In August its strength ~as estimated at bet~cen 200-210 
and presently is has been reduced t6 60-80. Ho~ever, with 
Rosario and La Plata, it is cine of the most important, if 
not the ~ost importfint, resaining Nontonero detachment. 
lts rn2in area of work is directed at dissident factori 
ele~ents in the industrial area of the city. Since August, 
the Montoneros have be~n . tryirig to reinforce this detach~ent 
without Gajor success. Gntil recently, Detachment 25 
provided the basis of production for the ~ational Xilit&ry 
Secretariat and in conjunction ~ith Rcsaiio pr~duced &xplc
sives to be used in ~ontoncro operations. Ho~ever, this 
capability was recently destroyed. Det~chrrent 27 functic~s 
in La Plata which is to the south of . Buenos . Aires (city). 
It_s strength is estimated at betveen 40-60 persons. To 
<late, their attempts to rebuild this detachment have not 
been successful. However, due td a large univers.ity popu
latio~, La Plata has al~ays been a fertile &ree for ~0nt0~ero 
recrcitr..ent. 
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The Xontoneros have suffered a less of their cain 
logistic bases and th~re is no evicance that they 
are manufacturing their own ~eapo~s locally, 2s was 
the case in the pest. Weapo~s are ge~erally obtained 
through attacks on police personnel, robbery and 

• ·-·-· ··sometimes by purchasing th-:m. Their c.apacity to 
manufacture explosives has been greatly reduced due 
to successful security operations in 50uthern Buenos 
Aires province and in Rosario. s~curity forces believe 
that ~ontonero explosive tethnicians ~ere sent abroad, 
presumably to the Middle East. The Montoneros are 
also very short of funds and meEbers now are responsi
ble for sustJining their own means of support~ Their 
combat morale is very lo~ and desertions are very nuch 
on the increase. There is a great sense of insecurity 
and some resentcent against their superior council 
Yhich is living abroad. Most of their operations 
chiefs are in Mexico or Brazil and many of the remaining 
Montoneros in Argentina feel a sense of dislocation 
irom the rnoveGent. 

Their possibilities of action are limited to soft 
targets, selective attacks against busi n ess executives 
and oanageraent officials, and the security · forces Yhen 
opportune. The main units for these attacks are 
cogposed of 3-4 people, now referred to ~s guerrilla 
units. Due to their depleted forces, lack of logistics 
and intelligence support, it is very difficult for 
them to plan acts against hard targets or even against 
business executives who follow good security practices. 
To date, there is no evidence of targeting against 
U. S . ·govern rr, en t person n <! 1 . There is a g E: n er a 1 belief 
that the Montonercs would not target representatives 
of countries or ag~ncies that have strong human rights 
programs because the ~ainstay of ~ontonero political 
strategy at the inte:~ational level depends on the 
i~direct support of these c ountries/age ncies. Ho~ e ver, 
gi~en the lack of direct l ~adership, coordination and 
political sophistication at the guerrilla unit l~vel, 
the possibility of an attack upon a U.S. target of 
opportunity cannot be disraissed; 

The RSO feels that the ~ain te~rorist efforts will 
continue to be directed asair.st D~~bers of the business 
co~munity. These efforts vill be diluted due to the 
weakness, dispersion and lack of co~~unication ~et~een 
their forces. Ho~ever, these sa~e factors increase 
the likelihood that so8e of the &uerrilla units ~ill 
continue to elude total annihilation by the s~curity 
forces. _ Conse~cently, the terrorist problem will be 
with us on a soc~~hat di ~ inished sc2le at least for 
the · rest of the year. 
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