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napping for ransom, harassment of Chilean residents because

of the Beagle dispute, 1nternal political -and/or military

_ ) factional
rivalry, terrorlst connections and mmwarnlngs are

among rumored motives behind the three cases, pointing up

the complexity in assigning blame in this violent and
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r_ still troubled country. END SUMMARY. ’1
1. (U) Argentine diplomat Elena Holmberg, who was
kidnapped in downtown Buenos Aires December 20, was
found drowned in the Rio Lujan on Jan. 1ll. Two
autopsies confirmed her death by drowning shortly
after her abduction. Foreign Minister Pastor strongly
condemned the murder and declared that the "culprits
must pay" and Federal Judge Marquardt opened an
extensive and well-publicized investigation into the
case. Holmberg's body lay in state in the Foreign

}, f Ministry before her burial Jan. 14 which was attended
by Interior Minister Harguindeguy:1Holmberg's uncle

former President Alejandro Lanusse, and other high
S SR

—

Pk ranking officials. Some confusion developed over the
| \\\J : cemetary
identification of the body when the Benavidez cemeubaryk

where the body was first deposited sent the wrong body

to Buenos Aires for a court-ordered autopsy. Judge

Marquardt briefly held 17 persons connected with the
removal of the body until it was clarified that
53§> Holmberg's body had been mixed up with another drowning

victim recovered from Lujan River the same day.

2. (U) Jorge Alberto Fontevecchia, editor of the

newsmagazine La Semana, reappeared Jan. 13 after

having been kidnapped by three armed men the week

before as he was driving home from work. The press _J
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ransom —7
alluded to a xes&sem demand, but no official con-
firmation of the kidnappers or motive has been
made public. Earlier press reports also speculated
that the abduction may have been linked to two recent

_understanding
"~ La Semana reports, one allegedly indicating swppmamsx
for the Sandinista "guerrillas'" in Nicaragua and
another on fugitive labor leader Casildo Herreras.
3. (U) Chilean journalist Ruben Quzzada Gomez Quesada

.
”

reappeared on the outskirts of Jujuy on Jan.ll,

fourteen days after having been abducted from his
a5 Salta home. (See Buenos Aires 0147 NOTAL.) Quesada

i Gomez, a long time Argentine resident, worked for the

Salta newspaper El Intransigente.

’ 4: (U) The Permanent Assembly for Human Rights, in
a letter to President Videla dated Jan. 11, expressed
deep concern about the lack of action and failure to

respond to the problem of thousands of people who have

disappeared after being kidnapped. The letter expressed

condemnation and horror at the kidnapping and death

of Elena Holmberg and referred to the then-unexplained
kidnappings of Gomez Quesada and Fontevecchia. Attached

to the letter was an additional 4,550 signatures to a peti-

tion signed by 37,000 people before Christmas concerning

disappearance cases and a list of 4,381 documented cases

B of disappeared persons. _J
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r_ 5. <€€r The three cases point up the difficulty in ‘—w

determining the motive and responsibility in what

has become the commonplace procedure of abduction

and even murder of disparate victims. The Gomez
Quesada abduction appears to be a case of blatant
harassment of Chilean residents, due to. the Beagle
Channel controversy, in the tense border provinces

of Salta and Jujuy. The abduction of two Chilean
regidents in Salta effectively provoked the departure

of most of the resident Chilean population, according

“to a source in reftel., (A UNHCR source subsequently

told Emboff that the small Chilean refugee population
remains its members

of Salta and Jujuy xemzix there and[have not been

intimidated by local officials;k' The joint submission

of the dispute to papal mediation has apparently

relaxed the situation of Chilean residents in

Argentina for the moment.)

6. <«€€r The Fontevecchia abduction is less clear.

Kidnapping for ransom was hinted at in the press,

as were suggestions that Fontevecchia provoked

officia¥ displeasure by publishing stories allegedly

favorable to the Sandinista movement in Nicaragua or

to indicted fugitive labor leader Casildo Herreras.

Privately, it is said Fontevecchia's magazine was

supportive of and/or bankrolled by Admiral Massera, N
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which sparked Army wrath. Others hint darkly his
abduction was to embarrass President Videla. (These
last two allegations -- pointing the finger alterna-
tively at the Army and the Navy surface routinely in
every b‘iﬁéég%.case.) At any rate, the abduction
appears to be motivated by political rather than
anti-terrorism considerations in a society where
abduction and even permanent diéappearance have

beeome a routine mechanism for handling political
feuds.

7. +«&> The Holmberg drowning appears also to fall
within the political crime category, with mxmw dark
connections with the Massera-Army rivalry. The most
often heard rumor is that Holmberg had a serious
falling out with Massera political operatives during
her tour as Cultural Officer in the Argentine Embassy
in Paris. According to this version, Holmberg returned
to Buenos Aires from Paris to "blow the whistle' on
Massera intimates' appropriation of Embassy image-
polishing cultural funds .to "buy off" prominent
Argentine exiles abroad. Navy use of wvast unaccounted-
for sums of recuperated Montonero money also figures

in these stories. Holmberg's imminent revelation of
these shady dealings convinced the Navy to do away

with her, according to this plausible enough version._J
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r—’ The inevitable counterpoint is that the Army did heruw

in after she was persuaded (in a talk with Forn Min
Under Secretary Captain Allara) not to give away her
damning information against the Navy. Some isolated
voices gamely blame the terrorists for killing Holmberg
to show that they still enjoy the capability to mount
such operations. This version has few adherents,
acknowledged .
given the axkaxxdwx-dtexdkdefeat of leftist terrorists
in Krgentina and the nature of the abduction. Embassy
Paris may be able to provide us with more thoughts on
Holmberg's Paris dealings.
8. The Holmberg murder has had a profound and disturbing
effect within the Foreign Ministry and the Argentine public.
The fact that she was a member of a prominent and well-
connected Argentine family, a government official with
rightwing tendencies and a strong defender of Argentina’s
image make her case all the more shocking in a society
inured to daily disappearances and deaths of unnamed
'""Marxist" enemies of the state. Her abduction represents
the institutionalization of ferrorist tactics for political
motives reaéhihg beygnd the anti-terrorism campéign and

reiterates the urgency of reestablishment of law and an

—

end to extralegal operéfions in Argentina.
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and odious circumstances (read: murders for which
leftwing terrorists cannot be held responsible) before
this -- and, inexplicably, since the armed forces took
power to restore law and order. Yet there is not a
single case in which any one has been brought to

justice or, even, named.” CLARIN declared that the
Holmberg‘case must be "investigated to its ultimate
censeguences' and '“terrorism and assassination... no
matter who is responsible, are confronting the authority
of the state, which can only be based in the rule of

law. '

HERALD and CRONICA reported the Permanent Assembly for
Human Rights sent a letter to President Videls stating
"its deep concern about the lack of reaction and failure
to respond to the problem posed by the large number of
pevple who have disappeared after being kidonapped."

The Assenbly also seut Videla a list of 4,381

~ .

"documentad cases 2f people who diseppeared éxtar being
kidnepped - gencerally by 9Lmed men claiming to be
nembers of the securicy fovees.” The ctory added:
"The Ascenbly eaclosad recent news

ing the finding of 17 bodies... cn the beazh at Santa

Teresita, threz olleged terrovists killed in a shoot-out
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in Rosario, another exstremist shot in Mar del Plata,
'dubious' deaths in a psychiatric establishment in the
Ontiveros colony in Santa Fe, the discovery of three
charred bodies at La Salada, in the province of Buenos
Aires, and the reported death from poisoning of two
prisoners in an unnamed police station."” The letter

says the'Assembly "has no way of knowing whether any

of these cases have political implications but they are
all of social concern." Also claims that "the kidnapping
of pecple is continuing, although at a slower rate."

On the same page, HERALD said the lifeless body of a
young woman with her hair shaved was found Monday iu the
Salado river in Santa Fe.

HERALD Wednesday prints a letter from Mrs. Ana Etcheverry
de Ricci in Bahia Blanca wvho says she is trying to locate
her son, aged 21, who was kidnapped in La Plata March 30,
1977. She states "We camnnot find any witnesses willing
to testify because they are all afcaid... ¥y 12 teleguisus
to President Videla and Intecior Miaistev Harguindoguy
ravain unanswered." She also says the cowrcs have rejact-
2d her 11 hasbeas covpus raquests.

HERALD Wednesda& rvepvinted 3tanley loffmen stocy "Human

rights positive for U.S." from Mew York Times.
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