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PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Victoria YJarn:el Sc11illit, /. i .--.. . tA, Fo, ,:,e.c 
His tor y Prof e s so r a t th•~ N ·:i t i • 11 . i 1 Uni vr: -,: s :i. t y 
of the South 

SU3.JECT 

F. Allen Harris, Politic-'¼l r)t fj , ,•r, .A. ,r,,::> rican 
E·,.-,1:, .::. .: sy, f,),;E:n os Ai r e s 

Mr. Schilli z zi called at the S;;-,:,assy to c ,~-:r,p l ;,,in th2t si.lc e 
his releas e in December from 1 7 mo~ths of ?EN ~etention he 
was ur.able to o'b:ain employ:;.ent as a te2c h er in Aq:,e n ti n ::i . 
Mr. Schilliizi said that although ~e had b~~n rclc~sed r~om 
PEN withou t any conditions as he '-'as con side :-e cl !: o be "rc
cup erab l e," he ,,as effectively blackbal l ed f:· ,:,,:n E:xercis:in g 
his profe ~sion after 22 years of teaching. 1.i e no;.ed that 
I:'.'any PEN GE:tai nr.es wer e under orders of "prescirdibilidad" 
(proscrip t i on) ·,vhich legally prevented them f r :::m ; 101 ding any 
state crnplo_y1;1"'nt for five years. He emphasi z ed that such an 
order h ad not been issued against him, but he was still barred 
from p ub lic emp 7_0:ru1en t de facto. 

In respon~ e to questions regarding the gover n~~nt's ~n t i
sUb\iersive c2:; ,? ,~ign in Bania Blanca, Schillizz i pr,:•-:,E:nted 
the following in formation: 

Bahia Blanc~ is sociol0~ i cal l y an unusua l city in Argenti~a. 
It h:?.s a :-:-. .ejor conc r=:-i t ra t ion of both Army &nd "t:;.vnl 1.mits . 
Both the Fifth ~rcy Cor~ s H~atquarters and c~e of the Kavy ' s 
;;;ajor beses are locat-=d :h2:re . The ~o ... 'Tl :i:self is ::1ot 
inrl~str ialized , bu t is a ser vi ce, sales and shi ppi~g c~n Le r 
for th e r ich s :.::.:::ou.1di ·;1g f;.~·m area . Altho, ... 6h tt,c t (';..'11 bas 
grc".\l", s1.:;:)s:anti~lly c·.: er -:he y e 2:::s , wit:-i ir.,rrt ifrat:ion fr.::m 
the Pro~ince of Bu~nos Aires a~d La ?a~? a ( the latter a 
depr es sed econoreic re gion), it is well integrated socially. 
Unlike other ma j or urban centers in Argentina it does not 
have a la r ge c l 2ss of i r i~ s trial factor y ~orkers. The ~verage 
person in Bahia Blanc& is middle c l ass, conservative &nd 
'bo·ur gE:<-' iE. There. ·i-.as :: ''.\: 1::r bsE:n a strong leftist infl 1.1ence 
a'.Tio-;ig the populati on i n ?,ahia Blanca. The tO'.•tn has mc.int.a ined 
rno re cons er va tive and t~a di tional po l itica l out l ooks. 
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The University of the South was founded in t he 1950's by 
Peron, but actually c Jr.i e into being under the Ar;.;n:ir,uru 
administration. The leadership of the Unive rsit y riel Sur 
at the tirne of th n=;volution ,vas leftist 211d ~,o ,,i e indi
viduals may have been syrupathe.tic to the }),:,·-!L•~!: ,.- ·, os. 
However, the f a culty was for tbe most par.t :ion-,'i-h rxis t, 
compo sed o f persons whose politics could b2st be ~~scri~ e <l 
as either lib 1?r a 1 refo r-mis ts or "i 1 urniri ; dos 11 (Cbr is tian 
DErnocar,Hs). 

Despite the fact that the repression in 32-hia BL .. _nr:a '-·Jd S 

tough, it has not involved l ar ge n'.n:,be.rs of j)t:op l .e. "It is 
said'' that approxir::e1tely a bu ,1 dr r:: d p e;rsc,ns 1-.~vc " Ji ~,.'.ippca.1.: t"'d 11 

and abo u t 3,000 persons ,;.;ere picked up and 1p2s Li o:-ie d and 
then re l eased . Anti-subversive a ctivities in Bahia Blanca 
had a bizarre image es the Navy operatives wore hoods during 
their r a ids and the local paper, LA NUE VA FROVINCI A, strongly 
and o penly supported the operations . 

Among the faculty members of the University of the South, 17 
or 18 profe ssors were arrested and placed uuder the PEN; 
none di iappeared. Forty seven pr0fessors flrd Argentina 
to avoid arrest. Of the PEN priso~Ars only four or five 
have been rele2sed; two are in jail in 3ahia Bl2nca 2nd 
the others ar e held in La Plata Penitentiary. 

Public reaction to an e2rly raid in La Plata 8 ay have affected 
the operational character of the anti-subversive effort there . 
During a military raid -to ar~est the Eon of a ~El l known 
Bahia Blanca family, his elderly p~re7ts w~re b2aten a~ d 
ev ery thing of value loot~d from tis ?Er~nts' r~~id2~cc. 
This led to an enorQaus e~pres sion of outrage ~~ong the 
con servative citizenry of t he town, which in t urn led to 
tight controls being placed over both Army and !favy operati ons 
condu cted in the city. 

At the present time the situation in Bahia B~~n2E wou ld best 
be described as "very control~ed. 11 The pre~ent Fifth Corps 
CoirlIJ&nder Vaquero i s r ega r ded cs a :node:rate (''::-: _s,,00 11

) . 

Police Corrnnissioner Alais is the hardliner toc.2-v in Bahi a 
Blanca. He is report e dly an in-law of s~:arez /::::en r-:7d is 
thought to be the person pr iGarily r es ponsib:e i0r t~e 
anti - subversive a ctivities cond~cted in the c i ~y. 

EYJ3ASSY CO:t'l:E:NT: The Err:'.Jass y had earlier r~cei·.ed very li tcle 
information r egarc1ng the anti-subversiv e prof~~n in 52hia 
Blanca. On August 3, 1978 29 residents of E.s:-, i2 Bl a:1ca 
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placed a paid advertisement in LA FRENSA announcing a mass 
for the reappearance of their disappeared children. The 
information in this report is corroborated by a report from 
another Embassy contact who was a student in Bahia Blanca 
in 1976 . END COMMENT . 
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