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This IR summarizes the views of key ! Alin analyzing the current
and potential situations for nnti-govermment Leftist insurgency in Santa Cruz. This
information is of special interest, because Santa Cruz regionalism has prompted
frequent coup attempts in the past, and because such anti-BANZER ELEMENTS as CARLOS
VALVERDE B. have used Sante Cruz as an operational base. BOLIVIA has enjoyed a year
of unparallelled stability, with dissent virtually non-existent in the Armed Forces,
and with subversive activity being held to a minimum. While this pattern may continug
there is also the possibility of recurrences of the sort of unrest thet has endemic-
ally plagued BOLIVIA in the past. For this reason, these indications of potential
subversive activity in the important and prosperous Santa Cruz area, althcugh cur-
rently of 1little significance, may develop in the future,
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tn Serts Oror ( Coords'l7493—7’low Y, ok the invitation of the new commander, rec- mxmg%
ently pronoted B/General ARNALDO SAUCLDJ, an’. the Commander of the 12th Infantry Xy . e
“Manchego” Kegiment. Lt Colonel MARISCAL. During 9 February,| ——Wistted the Divi- |
sion Headquarters srea, sccompanied by B/General SAUCEDO,$Chief of Staff Colonel
JUSTINIANC,

e T1(0}(3):10 |
(.._)_Cn February 9, had a long discussion during the afternoon with EJ%C 424 I
ources volced their concern regarding Santa Cruz's poten-
23 : sntal Leftist activity which, they felt, might well manifest
itself by August 1975, An coordination with activitics by such other disszident ele-
ments as university stydents, textile workers, miners, etc. Sources did not see
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such local Santa Cruz ectivity as posing a serious threat to President Banzer's

government; however, they felt that the ftn Division needed to control such activi-
ties closely.

3. €29 During the afterncon tour of 3th Division facilities, and later on during an
informal evening discussion, sources cited a series of events in the Santa Cruz area|
which suggest links with subversive elements outside BOLIVIA. 5§?1&
a. Distribution of an illustrated leaflet, of which source showed a-CopY,
published by the "VANGUARDIA ANTI-IMPERIALISTA DEL ORIENTE", attacking Banzer's
'dictatorship” and showing pnotogranhs of ALLIDES and FELIX SANDOVAL MORON, two
brothers who were martyrs of the Banzer government. VOMMENW The aandoval family
was famed during the TURRES era as a ruthless group of local “warlords' in the Santa
Cruz area. With Banzer's advent to power in 1971, they slipped out of BOLIVIA and
established thelr new base in Szlta, in Northern ARGENTINA,

b. The 1ncreaging appearance on walls in Santa Cruz of such slogans hostile to Ban-
zer as ''Banzer=Nepotism', or "Banzer = hambre." This, as well as inflamatory anti-
govermment leaflets, have been published, according to sources; "MIR (Movimiento Iz~
quierdista Revolucionario) elements now one*atlng out of Bu°nos Aires. The MIR,
according to sources, is increasingly receiving support from the Argentine ERP
(Ejercito Revclucionario del Pueblo), and may use this support to stimulate anti-
Nanzer activities in BCLIVIA,

¢. The publication in the Santa Cruz ares of o Loftist interpretation of current
events in Latin America, entitled "Situacion de los Wovimicntas en America Latina”,
which were reportedly provided tc sowrez by a priest. The document states among
other things that TORRES failed because he did not hand over complete power to the
People's Assembly,
d. The suspiclous movements between Santa Cruz and ARGENTINA of a Bolivian Leftist
named ARAUS, who reportedly has brought dissident elements into the Sante Cruz area
tc provoke trouble.

c. Lvidence that UCAPC (Union de Cempesinos Pobres) elements, although currently
quiet, are prepariag for futur2 activity. From a source within UCAPO, (th Division
elements reportedly obtained recently a list of 30 local members, which he forward-
24 to La Paz.

f. Suspiclous activities in early January 1074 in the GRETER (Coords: fO30W-1£10S )
aren of 1 (fourteen) armed clements As a rP"ulL the Bolivian Alr Force provided

a helicopter so that 12th Infantry ‘Manchegoe' hegimen commander Lt vclcnﬂl MARISCAL 4
together with several men, cou' ' reke a roconnalssance of the area Tho ¢ Jannary
reconnaimence, which included ground landings and dicussions with local camnesincsz,
1id not yleld any positive information. I'lwever, the campesincs agraed to furaish
information in the fubure in the event of eny sus piClOIS activities. cey ﬁ’“"‘ Sources
indicated th~i they b~licved that in this particular case the “armed men” were srob-
ably hunters, tracking dswn animels for their skinz . However, both officers sgread
that the area would serve as an cxzezllent zone for guerilla operations).
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Y. (') Source : l*c‘vxvres*an“tnﬁlr cencera 1oparding continued drug activity in
Sant~ Sruz, and nsked if[ ~ Jcould make avail-blc 2uy [ilms Tor locnl showdagvEIEH |(5)(3)10

would 11lustratse hnw dnngeroas ~ny fema of drug is.[ji:Z}sxid Fe would ta¥e up this |USC 424
theme with the “rbassy DEA represeni-iliv.

RF COMMENTS. Bolivia has its own MIK, patterned after that in Chile,
and consisting of abtout 4O members. Althougnh not certain, it appesrs
that the above-mentioned propagsnds was put oub by the local Bolivian
MIR, based upon internstional contacts.

Sh¥F has no specific trsces on ARAUS; s certsin Luils ARAGCZ T. was 2
recipient of Chicom propagsnda in the early 1970's, and there are
records for seversl other ARAOZ and s few ARAUS: however, the lstter
seemed to te left wing members of the MR
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