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This I R -~=arizes the views of key! 1 I in a.nalyzing the current 
and potential situations for n.nti-gvv ... ~ .. ~ m ; Lenist insurgency in Santa Gruz. This 
information i s of special interest, because Santa Cruz regi onalism has prompted 
frequent coup attempts in the past, and because such anti -BANZER ELEMBHTS as CARLOS 
VALVERDE B. have used Santa Cr uz as an operational base . BOLIVIA has enjoyed a year 
of unparellelled stability, with dissent virtually non- exi stent in the Anned Forces, 
and with subversive activity being held to a mini:num. While this pattern may continw, 
there is also the possibility of recurrences of the sort of unrest t hct has endemic­
ally plagued OOLIVIA in the past. For this reason, these indications of potential 
snbversive activity in the important and prosperous Santa Cr uz area, although cur­
r ently of little significance, may develop in the future. 

1(0)(3):10 use 424 I 

( L) 

r----1 
(\,f 

-- - -- -- -- - -- --- -------- ----- -- -- -- --- _ .,. - --- - - - --- --

1. (U) Puring Monday, February 9 and Tuesday, Februar; 10L01sited the 8th Div. 
in Sant:!. Cruz ( Coords:174B3-C3la-i ) • at the invitation of the new commander, rec- il<0l<3J:10 I 

~ntly pro~oted B/General ARNt\LOO SAUCBD:l , an<'. t he Commander ~ 12th Infantx:r_ _________ usc 424 i 
• Mnnche~o Regiment. Lt. Colonel MARISCAL. During 9 February, L:::,Isn!edt1ie"Divi-
::ion Headquarters e.ren, accompanied by D/Gcneral SAUCEro ,t,Chief of Staff Col onel 
.TTJSTINIANO . 
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~. µ:Lon February 9, c=Jhad n long discu3::;ion dnring the afternoon with'-----~- USC 424 
1· • " 0 

": 7 iources voiced their concern r egarding Santa Cr uz's poten- I 
na:i: 1 or am1 \ govermnentar Leftist activity which, they f elt , might well manifest 
itself by Augu11t 1976, ~n coordination with activities by such other di ssident ele-
ment s as unive~sity st1dent3, t extile workers , miners, etc. Source3 did not see 
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such local Santa Cruz activity as posing a serious threat to President Banzer' s 
government; however, they felt that the 8th Division needed to control such activi­
ti<:?s closely. 
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3 . fe-) During the afternoon tour of 8th Division facilities, and later on during an 
informal evening discussion, sources cited a series of events in the Santa Cruz area 
which suggest links with subver sive elements outside :OOLIVIA. (b)(3):10 • 

r-7 USC424 
a. Distribution of an illustrated leaflet, of which source showedL.::::ta--~,._ ______ J,-------' 

published by the 11VAi'iGUARDIA ANTI-IMPERL'\LISTA DEL ORIEtlI'E", att'lcking Banzer' s 
"dictatorship" and showing photo13raphs of ALL DES and FELIX SAi'fDOVAL 14)R0N', two 
brothers who were !!martyrs" of' the Banzer government. COMMENT: The Sandoval family 
was fa.med during the TORRES ero. ns a ruthless group of local ''warlords'' in the Santa 
Cruz area . With Banzer's advent to power in 1971 , they ::;lipped out of BG:,IVIA and 
established thei r new base in S,?lta, in northern ARGE!ITIHA . 
b . The increasing appearance on wall3 in Santa Cruz of such slogan3 hostile to Ban­
zer as "Banzer=Nepotism" , or ''Banzer = hrunbre." This, as well as inflrunatory anti­
government leaflets, h;;,ve been publish~d, ncc::ird:i!ng to sources;MIR (Movl.miento Iz­
quierdista Revolucionario) elements now O))erating out of Bueno!J Aires. The MIR, 
acco rding to sources, is increasingly receiving support from the Argentine En? 
(Ejer cito Revolucionario del Pueblo) , rtnd m:iy t!se thi s support to stimulntc anti.­
ila.nzf! r activit ies in BOLIVIA. 
c. 'L'he publication in the Santa Cruz nreii -.:,f 1 "., ,,ft,bt interpretation of current 
event:i in LnL ln America, ent i tled "Situacion de Jos /1ovimlcnt:is en America Latina" , 
which were rer,ortedly provi d.ed tc -;ou,·cc by n prie3t. The doewnent states a.'llong 
other things th:it TORHES failed becau:ie he di.d not hond over c-:>:nolete no'.1'! r t,, th,, 
Peopl e's Assembly. 
d. The suspicious movements between Santa. Cruz nnd idlGSNTTilA of a Bolivian Leftbt 
named /\RAUS, who reportedly hns brought dissident element,; i nt::> the Santi!, Cru?. area 
tc provoke trouble . 
c . Evidence that UCA?O (Union (le Cr.mpesino:; Pobres) el~ents, dthough currently 
quiet, are prcpnri~ for futur ~ activity . From n source within UCA.PO, Bth Division 
elements reportc,l1y ob to.ined recently a list of 30 loc!l] !'!embers , which he for,mrcl­
c(i to La Pt=Jz . 
f. Su.1picious :ictivitills in earl:,, Jnnunrf 107;; in the GPE.I'ER (Cuords: C-03C¥1-16J.OS ) 
~ ~ M 0~ 11, {fourteP.n) arroe rl clements. Ar. a re ,:; 1.tlt, the Bolivi~ Air Force provided 
a helicopter so that 12th Infnntry ' 'Manchego'' Hegilnent commo.ndcr Lt Colonel HAHISG!,l, 
together with s eve:ral men , co•.1 1 ' r ( kc ?.. rcconnais'lance of the '.lrc n Th-: ri ,Jann'.l.ry 
r-=connoil:rc.ncc, whic:1 i nc luded groun:; l;:.ndings nnd die us:-iion:, with local cam::iesinos, 
•:id not yie l d ::iny positive infc,rmation . Tbc,-cve:· , the c~mnr:~in::i,; ngrt!e!l to furnish 
inforn,atbn in th'! futurP- in th•' event of f..ny :m~pic ion:i , ctivitie3. CC~t ·Sr!'l': Sourc e 
indicated lhr. t. they <F' ).i r,v€ <i t hi1t in thi ::; pr.irticular c ase the art,F'!L. men" were ,:;rob­
ably hunters, tritc1:inc 0:;wn ,:irJm;:l.s for tl't'!ir :;kin~ . However, both officer :; ~gr r~.~c 
:h1ct thr: 1rc1, ·.,•oul(l :;ervc n:: an excellent zone f or gucrilln opern.tions ). 
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I;. ( :•) ~ourc<'! al~re:rs-e"~r c011ci:·ra :r.1:,,,rtling conLi:med c.nl{; 11ctivity in 
Siinta Sruz, anC: '"','.lker:, ifc=::Jcould mn.ke av,1.ll - '.:>; c ~lms ~::_13,r,L..s!'lc.F-iflr;,:l:~cli (b)(3) 10 
·,;ould illuntr~.~-~ ,. ,'.> :• , ·~ ,,g'?r::; .,·., -:-,; :cr:1 of urug 1~ . L:j=:td.· !.e would t nJ,e up t.!,: ~ USC 424 
theme :.rith tbe ;:.,mbnss:r DEA repr escnt~ ·',.1 ·.·;. 

~ RF COMMENTS. :Bol ivia has i t s own MI R, patte r ned a fte r that i n Chile , 
nnd consis t ing of Abo ut 40 members . Alt h o~gh not ce r t nin, i ~ Ppp eHr s 
that the a bo ve -mentione d propa g,rnd a w11s p -..:t. o u t by t he loc1:1l l3o l i v i1m 
H!R, bas ed upon international contac t s. 

ShF ha ~ no snec lfic tra ce s on ARA US; a cer t a i.n Lui 3 t~ Ri\ OZ T. w:3s ~ 
r e d .p ient er· Chi c om propa gcrn da in the e c1rl y 19 7 0 1 s . and t h e r e ;:.r r~ 

r e cordG for s e ·..1e ral o t h e r /\RAO Z and a few ARA US; ho·,,eve r, t h e l 1:1tte r 
seeme d t o Le l eft wing members o f th<:) MNH 
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