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I J\l{J) ~TJrons h.:D Ri)U•r;~ USBD DY s:ruooLERS. . ' • 

.a o roll0111n.,. 1a " ropor - (c) 

~~ d.. ho ~l~t1num produc1nr. 
~ t~ a or Obooo., o om a: 

iJ "Tho Colombian a~oa of plntinum production, ror all ~ruotical If ?U,rpor.on. in included within n circlo with a rwiius or 25 k1lomotors 
with Condoto as 1to center. Uitbin this cirolo is produced pract1-

~ call7 ull or the whito metal found 1n Colombia. with tho excopt1on 
1! ot same small dopoaitn along tho Pac1£1o coast. Tho cencral nature 
f;I or tho topor,;apl\y' ot tho 11roa w1 thin tho oircle ( seo onclosuro) is 
a shArplJ broken &nd hilly. ilGavy r~1nfall causon tho stroums to rioo 

I 
abruptly 1ri u 11hoi-t tir.io :ma.king river nav1nut1on rl1!'f,1cult ta.ncl lund 
travol dangerous. For the moct-pal't tho region is hoavilj t1mberod 

lj and only raroly doeo ono tir.d isolated cloarinBA on strewn r1uta. 

ffl ~1tb1n tho 25 kilometer c1rclo dosor1bed above thoro l1vo 
~t approxJmutoly 3~,000 pooplo ot whom most 0£ tho adults, ~an und 
... WOtlOn ti11ke, and wmy ot tho chilclron QJ'O encucod 1n m1n1n..~ ~old 
:-:.a a.nd platii'lum. U1n1ng is by thrGo proeer.8oa: ~nnn1nc by 1nd1v1du~l 
~ mombera, m~atl,- roma;es or tum111es along the ntroam beds; was!11nt·1' 
15 ao pr11ctict!d by th& iJil~S do }raQU.t)J «md drodr,1nrs is carried on in 

ff
~ the Chooo ~xclusi vo yb7 the l'Jb.000 P,,QlEIC iU1iI?{;f C )•iPl\b:X:-. '!'ho 
i1 latto~ 0OlTlpaey oporu.tos Rix 8Foc1rtes ut v11r1ous ~o1nts ·1n the plAt1-
iJ num and io~d. p:roduc~ are~. Undor a contraot, nll or tho ':)lut1num 

11! produood b:, th1e cot1pan:, 1s sold to ths United Stutes r.ovorm:tent ~-!~ d1:rectlJ. 
~J~ sovernl thou~tmd 1nv1d1vu<lulo, "m1ner.s1', v,ork the tttrow.i beds 

or tho Condoto m-011 piinn!ng to'i- cold und plat1mlJl1. It in trolll thoso 
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sources th.tlt m:n1rr♦lers obtain tho bullc ot tho :oetal bo1:nz exported. 
1l~oGally trom Colombia.- In addition to pnno1ne, 1ocnl nat1voa con­
duct the sl'ultt and washint procaaa or m1n1n0 which 11lce-w1so pro• 
ducee z:mch or the platinum available to smur.clors. 

Uost o~ tho nold And plQtinum obtainod by tho ftfflBll orGan-
1znt1ons and-th$ individual pariners is sold to local 11conccd buyaro 
or tbe not.a.. usually moroha.nta who c1ve crod1t on morclumd1so in 
exohance tor ~ho motal. Various roports havo boon rocoivod or buy• 
era attemptins to purc:tw,nc plat1mu:i diroctly trom tlio pnnnore but it 
1u bel1evod that tho bulk or the metnl ava1lablo to amueclers 1o di• 
~orted c:Ltter 1t baa beon sold to l1conaed local buyors b7 tho miners. ; 

I 

All 11consed buyers k8op records which pretend to show tllo <1• 
at1ounts ot motal they buy. It has boon dot1n1tol7 ostublishod how• 
evor, that man3" buyera lmvo 1n the pant recordo<l only a small pGr .. 
contage 01" tho1r actual pm-chases tor rosale to tho Bank ot the Ro­
public holding out tho roma1ndor tor aalo to the nmugr~ora ~t bl~ck 
markot pr1cos approximatoly tvioe ~t paid by tho bank. Tho miners 
within the platinum produc1nc a.roa, practically all nogroon, are 
without oduca.tiori and uro suopicious by nuturo ot any 1ntl"Uder 1n 
thio territory. i,bito Colombians ,,ho livo 1n th1s nect1on have 11ttlo 
1n common with the native minors and nro constantly at odda with tho 
miners. Nowcomers in the aroa share 1n an in3rown disl1ke tor tho 
OOUPANL\ l.!IN~l C.HOCO P,\CIFICO bl.\Ut up by tho tact that tho natives 
fool that tho compan,-•s ~odgings halve onoroached on th81r private 
d~1n and tho oompnn7 o1".t'1cial:, tttoo.t tho na.t1vos vithout ,rospoct. 

Buying or platinum and cold in tb18 aroa is 1:irgaly 1n the 
bands or toroigners, pax-ticul~ly S,r1o.ns, who, althour)l they havo 
1ntormarr1ed into Colombian fm:dlieo rota1n the1r -o~1g1nu.l c1t1zonsh1p. 

Plo.tinum smu3311ng may best bo stopped at 1to source within 
tho 25 k1lometor c1rclo sui-round1na Condoto. Onco the meto.l cets bo­
yond the local bUY"er it 1s e,:tremely difficult to trnce. 'l'hore are 
ya:rioua land routes 1n this croo. 1nclud1116 tho tollo,,ing: from Ist­
~nu - to Cortogu1 is a one wa7-All-woathor covernmont routo, 28 k11o­
motora lc,nn und requ1r1~ oonn1derable time to pnsa over itn ontiN> 
lonsth by truck. Cortegui 1o on tho R~o Quito which,tormo thG uppor 
branch. of tho Atrato River. From tho v11lago ot Tado thoro 1n a. r.oot 
path ~long the So.n Juan R1vor to tho ni,.rrowa oppoo1to Rio ,Puoi-to. At 
this point the trail crosaoa to tho n9rth o1de of th& San Juan River 
to Playa do Oro trom whore thero 1s n pack trc11 to Pueblo Rico. Tho 
trip from Pueblo do Oro to Puoblo P.100 requ1ros about two days on 
horseback. Fram Pueblo a1co thore 1a an auto road to Cartoga. undone 
1nto othor interior points 1nclud1ne f1fm1zo.los imd lt<Jdellin. A socond 
route 1s· trom Io~r;o.: b:, truck to Cortocui thence do,m tho Quito 
Rivor 1n a "chmnpn" {cano0) to Quito rrom where thoro in a provisional 
road tor au.tos and trucks Gnd a.s to.r oa Bolombolo in Ant1oqu1a. Thero 
1a tra~ ser,vice botwoon Bolombo)_o and l~edoll!n. Completion or this 
ro!ld hae boon deluyed by u. lo.ok: c r- novornmen~ appropriations b:, tho 
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1 Socretuey or tho In~e~doncia in Q~ibdo, Jorge D1ao. who st4tos thnt 

I tho noverncont bao ~1ven pox,:i1~s1on to accomplish thin by Fobruary, 
1~44. Do8p1t_o ~o pooi- c9nd1~1ons or tho road tt t~ tho route ~or 
cona1dorablo tro.vel bot\"fGon the Choco und t~edollfn • 

I 

It 
I 

. It ~ppe~s ~rom m1 1nvont1gation thut tho m~a~ p~obablo routes 
tnkon b:, carr1ors ot contr~bi1nd pllltinum io l'rom Tado dow tho San 
Jucm R1vor to t.."ie nreo. Rivor tlionco overland to Co~~ov~ and into Cali. 

Wator route:, a.re u.uod 11lmost oxolua1vel:, in tho platinum pro­
duoinR o.rea bacauso ot a lack or lc:md routeR or oven eaoily p~suable 
trails. Condoto usuall7 rorms the hub or oommoroial activity 1n this 
region since 1t is connected by rtator \11th Tado and I~tmin1a. Since 
Condoto hae a brmich or the na.nk or tho Republic the logal flow ot 
?latimnn 1n t-llia area 13 diNcted into th1a town. Loaal trickles or 
plat~um 1n tl1e· upper AtrAto·branchoa roach tho bank 1n quibdo. 

Tho vor1 naturo or tho Choco roa~on l~n.ds 1tselr to clando.e­
tino oporations. Thoro 1e not a s1nr,l.e Colombian otfielal wno ~111 
trouble himself to ponotrate tho innoraost region to chock on a~t1v1-
ty. ·Police aro all a low• 1snor~t typo~ wo~ried only ubout tho 
~o~~ or timo thoy nn.1:.t spend 1n this roc1on and ho\? soon, thoy CD.D 
bo tranatorred. 

T"ao inspection or travollor~, other thun obvious roreir;nors, 
is nil. Thore ls a tear nhich baa 1nnocula tod oven the most capable 
or£1c1als o~ ~a r~s1on so t~t the7 1ritorost thomse1vos only ~1th -
tho most babltablo a.nd populatod pl~cos. 

co:.nm1rrs: 

It app~Qrs tho.t tho platinum omu0r.11ng problem con best bo 
aolve~ by stopp1nr, the flow ot ~o mo~l 1n~o 1llecal channels at 
1ts sourco ~- ff1thin tho 25 kllomo~r c1rclo ~1th Condoto·ao 1ta 
contor. A carotul wooding out· ot l1consed bu7oro and a atr1ct con• 
trol or tlloa,, who romain, coupled witll prQtlpt actlo~ aga~t any-
one foWld with pla~inum 1n thoir poese~sion outa1do tho ar~a, ~hould 
do ~ch to solve thB problem." 
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