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\ i5, tllllif.-(Hato cr~°ul &ll/M1C:IY of Ntf,:lrt, COlllaf.lliot Sllktcnco ~ slcftd; Ttlcbfl) tm,Hlrfmlt focb, N111DSr 

• rol On the baui&-'6f 1nform.at1on received that o~w i!lSl?i.bers of th wise 
1 •• lt d.So S, GO~J.11½,};.D_were believed to be atte.m~ting to smue~~le ... .}.atinum. 

\ ,i;~ from. Colo.LJbia, strict controls on t.'loveme.'1ts of crew i.iemberail:T"-~-=u---
, ·U thoro ..... n aearoh ot tl,e ves~·el and an 1nterroeat10.;.1 of cre;-.i ,.1em.bera 
'"ti ~ 

• .1,lf was undertal"en wl.e~ t!,e vessel arrived in ~18Vanao Constwit surveill• '· n ance t1aintained wll:le 1.n Havana and Cerdaaso Results were negative., 
~ og nusual re(lue. t ot i aster to load otrsll:,re o1ted with attendant 

~· ~i possibilities . .. )! 
.a 
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(A•l) Reference (a) advised th~f .. th:ree .. 1,l':lbers ot the crew of tlle 
~"Wiss So :jo SJ: G0T'~L~.hD, t:'1che~0q.fOOOR0FF, l' urser I Aal."~1:I.iG:.S, C hie:f 
$toker, md .,al.ter,"· ilfll'iEm"t 1 '£li1rd lipgineer, were tmsr,ected of 
purohasing platinwd mile the vease~ was in the pert of ~arXR!l~nilla, 
Coloi.tbia" The 1:aster also \¥as atated as having pe.ruonally contacted 
persons involved in tt~e platinun1 t1'af1'1c t er00 
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·:f In additton to reference (aj a oora,1ete renort on the activities of _ 
!~ crew t:.entbe· n o-r tte ..;;T. G•: Tl'r~t..RD while 1n ti,e port of .Barrang_u.illa 
~.Ii was received b?J the Off:i.c·e o'f the Legal .t.t~ohe. One co,y of this 
~il~ report is at· ... ac.hed herev,:-.th tor tb.e baol:groW1d informati~ it contains., 
Cl'Q 

. ~!! The s .. s .. i:>~-' GOT'lih:."D srri--..-ed in l·abana, C11ba, on fl :i:ebruary 1944 at 
'-....' 1ii 1030 ~ueen a<1d departed at 1900 ,.1.1.een 011 10 ·e\lroary 1944 tor Cardenas~ 

-\ poJ Cuba<> During the ata:r in Habana., a~enta of '\ijie Cuban ~•etional 1 oliee, 
,?11 the Cuban Customa, IL:lmierr-tiona end ;·aritime rolice, were assigned 

\ ~i:I to tl1e Tigilanoe o-r the ship. Only author'-zed ·,ereons ,vero per:lii tted 
.,_ .~i! aboard. Nec.;rds \,ere _ aiuta1ned (J'f tjte ind. YidUE1ls who visited the 
•r:•j slli.P, and tt.:ey ,-;ere aea1·ohed upon going aboard and upon ·.e.:-vi.rig the 

' ·,1 sll.1..P.o All crew .iae1tbers we1~e interviewed brie1:l.y; a record was •.• auo 
s!I ot thei=--~ de·":firture fro:t and retl.ll'll to the Slli;.>, aud t.i.~e :a.j .,ri ty of 

, • Jf': the orew members ,vho went as ore at 11abaae. were aooo..apa1.1.ied by d~cial 
I .... roZ~ J\J_:,euts of the Cuban .,.e.tional }olia~o -~ launch was maintained on t,1e 
~ ,j-v.~ seaward side of tlle shi_p by- cu·:,an i·olic~ 1n ol.4der t :l ·:'!reve1rt a.r~ 

]
!Ji ap .roeoh to the· ST GOT'.1.11.L .. ::.;.Il by water 6 
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A s_pot cheok was made of both the outgoing and inaorui.ng c~il"GO 
Vlith neea•tive resu.lts., All stevedore 't,ho assisted in ·the loaclil"iG. 
and unlaodi.ng or the ehi,1, \'le re mea:rched by a!?.en ts of tr1.a .. : t1..bc.n 
.L•atio.u.al 1:"'olioo .,n going aboard and when leaving the ohiJ?• 

Through the Cuban l:lat1onal 1:=oli:)e ano tiie C-uba.11 01.'!.St;o.L.LS an G~~., 
baustive search of the entire shi~J 'for oo:,traband ,·;aa unde;r·~~1=::cr, 
uith nor,ative resllJ.ts. 

AIJa.i\NDE~.W!IKOFF -- {A0 2) This individual, ·the l:.ast'1!r of ~ij!'ie 
ssr G0'.1111':T,i.:'ID, stated that he is Huss1ar,-born but witl'!oLrli na•ision:..J.;i_·~::,, 
Re was aoc:,i11pa.'lied \1h1l.e aal1-1ra ~t all tim2s,. Tl1e aoco:•i.ponying 
&(~ent advlsed that SA.U:IKOJ.l'F ll13c1e only the uaual eontactu :·;ii;h ·i;1•.o 
sh1p1 s a.~~entmt the Consulates of Switzerland and Great D:ei•~a.in: 
a.nd the ,'\me:rioan Lm.bassy. TJ:e aooo.i:n.penyi·..a ac.ent also s•iiatod taa·i; 
~'L.O:FF spoke soornfl\l.ly and oritioized the der10crat;ic .r·egir~s 
"making reference al·uays to the J:"'renoh system, which in h.ls opinit'n 
1a t;1e best ll0 knows"; and at n:i ti.'lla did he QXpress any opinion 
oo.o.ce:rn1pg tt.e total1 tarien gover.tu.lsn ts . 

{FQO) '.rhe Captain atated that duri .. g last iJ~<;em.ber, \•:l1iJ.e the 
ship 1,vaa doc!.:ed at -arse1lles ~ l!~rano3, t.be sub.ruarine llcst: i•:aa 
bo.m.bed by .Alite~iean plan.es Tlith au.oh accuracy that all th~ ahovn 
t:3re dostroyed, bu.t tl:at neither the port nor th~ oi'Vilia.r.\ 
population suffered any cla£'ulgo • .lie indioated that four ucn..•:.1an 
planes vJere shot davm in tl1is actuon" He indicated that in the 
Italian Rort ot ~enoa, ti1e anti-aer~al detQnaes r.~re ~ery do~icicnu 
and ~tre nQ·obsta~le tor attacking pla11&s. lie advised that at 
tirst at ~arsoilles, ~ranee, the lle~ian authorities only p~rfilittc~ 
hiut t~ diae,,1.bark. llowaver; the Ger.man authori•,ies \1e-.re aa.~tfled •;_;J~•Yii 
vario11s otfioial.8 ot the o. ~. s~ GOTT.xiA}~D had !amiles in .. a:roe;.J.J.0t!; 
.. :ranoe. JUl inv~stigatio.n was L1adG 11 and a short tir.ie thG!:i?ee.:.c·:;ar the 
,/hi te ~~usaian crew .memoero were perJtl. t·:.e d ash 1·e ,1!:'f:;hout &i.Y 
d1ft1cult1es. l.n l'or=>u~al, on the contra:. .. y, all orew mo.Ill.hers exc~~.,-t 
ttie ·.'hite Russians \~re pa,1:1111 tted ashore o 

The \}a-~tein e:x ·reseed no interest in or kno-wl- dge of ·i;-:.e oa.reo: 
the ship's oapaoitt, Stl;"'pllus or docw.1e11ta t and indicated th$·l. J1c 
tics a technician v1hoee- sole duty was to navigate t11e sllip,. Xie kmm 
nothing about the relation botween the to11 ... aga put on board ond 
the water w·•ich the shi"l \1ouJ.d dra·w .. lie wes not oo:-.<:> .. rned tvi•iih the 
ship's uupplies and he wE:s .noted to aign any wtd all dooo.r.1.ents in 
v,hatever languare they weri? written TJithont reading •i..:~::1 or havin3 
then translated. 

\Vtu.'mR Sill:fn}1EIER -~ ~-~) d.n?:II'.EI1.'R • the ~h -:..rd Engiµ.esr, ols o 1~1,,-;·;n 
as \1a.lter-·S.HJIDtiEIER~:J i!DIUEG, was acco{.t!lBnied e.t all tl~;;o 
during the eriod when t 8T'J(J()'.l•l'lriiUD was tn port at Hav~no~ Ile 
1•.ia.de no oontacta of any interest and in his converaationo w:1.·i.;!.l 
the aooor.1.nanying agent indicated tl,at he hoped fo~'-• an e3rJ.7 ,\115.~C 
vio~ory. ll~ wes born iu ~eengen, A~rgan, Ge:ri.-..an ~1.·;i tze_l:1f!nd., cc1 

10 Janu.ary., lV02, and gave his nationali•~y as ~\!Jl.SSo 1!◊-:.·;cvor:, LC: 
car ·ied no. :Jwiss l)aospo:rt nor did lje haue aeai.i!1m ts :yaJ.:-J r.~~ 

(F...O) This officer atated that $wi~G~e1•land had •. ~lhltn:ill.:.¼d c:.1 •;_:~•}t1.o 
and loyal neutrality,. and \'las a deiaooratio oouutry, b,·,"i:i ·;;_~1~\: .-::_j 
had a 0ood ttilitary system a.."ld wr s organized a!1d :,~er:::.1.J:GcJ. ·uv 
de'fend itself" 14otwi.tlistanding all that, he iudio&'~ed tlwt :::~;;:.1.c:.~ 
haG tried to infiltrate totalitarian ideas througho11t uwJ::.,7,0:i•·1 

,'.'.!· r •. 
atres~~i.•lg t~J.e uerra.an origin ~,r the &-vies people, b1l't he 1,_?d. :t_·~.J :::ti 
1n that attei.i. t. L.e stated the.t the Yrench p3opl.e v~re Cl>..om:1t·ti.::i.ng 
to l.Ael'tlan brute at·-.cngth, but thot they t:ore organ.i.zi.!lg f:3;1e,.is~J:.:orJ 
for the .. llied invasion. 1.i.e indicated toot eo.i<U:tions in ,. a _::.~aeillc~ 
\'Jere terri;}le, and that ,1;,ea tl.i.e~' arrived at that. port tho '-Tcl'u-:m 
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soldiers ill ob.arge ot the port cer.1e on uuaz-d begging tor coi':i:'e: c. 
cigarettes and foodo Me expressed the !1.ope that soon all o-£ ·e,J,e • 
off'ioials of this ship wo11ld be Swiss, bt1t. tl1at they ho:ve l'iad to 
11tilize the k.n:>wl~ dge ot these Uuasien otr lei a ls who Tl1'exe f ox;-ie J~l~' 
o:tf'1cials of the .. Jn.-~erisl Russian arine under ·the vzar . 

.Kn.I~ ;.:a~ -- {A-2.) S11b 1eot went ashore vzith ~rne~OC.t:LI, the 
:rad:o o~r.-ator• both were 80(!0r-l:,an1ed b1, a Cuna11 poitoa. aeent 
and . .1ade no contacts of 1ntereat. l~e wes born i. $witze:rland, . 
14 April, ltt02, is a 8-,iss oitizen, and oar ·ies l-'assport :r:o. . • 
?1'692/411. nu..xs stated tha~ he had spent 13 ;':'ears in t:ie ett:.1loy 
a danadiari hotel and that he had lived 1n. '.:'.'oronto and !Ialifo:r:. 

l-ITO!·EL :t.:.or;·_~GQROFF - (A-2) Tll.is individ•tal \VOS born 26 .To.Pe, 1goJ., 
In Blagovestohek, li~- ·sia. lie stated that he had :lecn sailin~ to=-
2'1 yeers, usually on .ilritish ahipa .. Ue manifested g:revh ha·t:red :;;or 
Jetvs and with renard to Russians said thel"e ~,- s 110 difference 
between the lted and ,'hite 1..1maians. Pat>ars t'ound in the seax-oh of 
his cabin sj•.owed tha·,; ho had been a Russian rei'utt.ee for ·env vef.:i:s . 
. de 1,ro.:.essed ·.llic:d S:"ial.!')athy &id a ;Shope that the ,.:,lliQ!-': r.-o~ld ".'i5.r. 
in the J~ear fut reo i.i'-'~~nt ash·,re 1n oom.pa~v with i!.e.Q.1"2:.e_s_. 

~.URvF.F aud ... 1erre~,~.pRora~OF1.!, and the ·.,J'i.l'cc we re a cc om.rs u.i.eci. 
by a Cuban police S6e.nt • .ue &.ade no con toots of interest, but 
offered the police a,eent J.1oney to periuit hi. L to stay ou:'G all nigl1t 
with a girl f'riendo ALEXAi DROFF uade a si.milar _propositioil to the 
police agent o 

I:o.ne ot the .lt; er crew menbeJ•s or oi'ficers r,ade oont~-cts of intexest,. 
n-.,r dld searches o~ t;:e.:..r persons u.ncover a1~r subver.s1vE> or oont1:etana 
rt.a ter ia 1 o 

CF ... o} L.O~ :uGvROFI:' advised the t in , arseilles, France, he WF: s no~c; 
peru1i tted ash,,re by the autt.orit1ea, bllt f'roro. tlie ship .he witnesceo. 
bomoa.:td•,\eht by the RAV and in his op1.n1o.n the :;>ltmco ·ware not ai:,lc 
to •destroy their objt:ctive., ~roM. the oonversation t1ith. .i .. OLt: -~,GCJRG:'J':l 1 

the at'e.nt aseuned that A-1.J!::..:.C~."llROF.l!" ,vas not w~lJ rei\a1·ded b:_i:r >~t.e 
.1'-ussians du~ to his relations with the French. Both expressed su:r--'.i~it:e 
that being l~unaiens and a~ t,athiz"rs of t11e Allies, tJ-ier ,1~rc 
acoo.ipanled by police &¾'eots, and wh .. le so.?e ·of the Swiss ere\: rr.1.!:r.1;:::1"~ 
of' ver . . a14 origi.!1 were l>er.n1it•.ed to go aa)t.1re unaooom:rianied. he 
stated that J.ife Ll ll'ranoe \'i08 ve:i:-y ditfiou.lt II and t:,ere u s a 
soarity of everything, but that he ho .ea the Allies ,.uuld wirl ln c. 
short time. Ile stated that inany l!'1•enoh were wJrking in Gen.an~1

, bvt 
tl:.ey were carr~ed to Gen:any at the point of a rifle. 1~or:.·orfting to 
K.o::.roGOROFF i•, Switzerland tJ·,ere is , 1uct1 sym?athy for '--'el'.itnP.Y, but 
SW!~zerland had nainteined a strictly ne•lt:ral position in ·t· is wt'tro 
He said that ::,witzerl.end sold prodncts to '""er;,any, but 1"/hen qu.?st 101100. 
furt· er reea1·ding this .he said ·i;hat since lle 11~-s a sailor and '\":az 
allVP.YS o .tsioe the cc>t1nt~J, he did not ~mew r.1.uch ahout the situt~tio.no 

Gi!.d?fr:C3 J~Ll:a:x ~DROFF 1 ;Jerva.nt, (F-0} This indi v1dual indioa tec1 t;hg 
ne 11acl rornerly wort;ed O'\ the rre.not1 shin " :EL CA?!'·,..._-..:,, which 1.1.ss 
used EUJ a 1·renoh trans;mrt to J.:orth Africa, but tha ~Ghc Sfll"' ha~ 
beeA eunk. although. l~ter it had been ra:l.aec. and ~nt bao!·.:: in:to 
servi~e by tl.-e ucr.a&1s o '.lhis sli1 p rorr.ierly traveled ~~on r!:ar.we: 
to Algier-sq ue described t1. bo.iabin~ ..::,f r orJeilles by vile Pw:~ l.n . 
.uecemlier and according ta nui t.ue sub.t!16rine bas~ w"a nut etu,:iageCl ~ 
owi11g to t11e anti-aEr1al de tense of the ""er, .cilis 

.. 

----•• 
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'?he following ite£:l.B :>~ possii.1le i.1.Ltei·est were eeoure-d bv· Cubwi 
po-:..ice agen· $ in oonversatiuns VJit .. 1 thrt::c- orev, .ul.ei.'1.Je:t·a of t.!lE: 

6T GJ.r~IIA.i.-D; 

Dna~'dli:IJ'F, First .Jngi1ieer (F-O) This an indioat~d that J.n 
the p;~t;· ·ot l:,uro pe in mieb .ne !.ad traveled tl:teee v;es g:rc& -~ 
sym1>athy 1:o:r the Allied co11i1tries. · 

L.itlil. 1:JI.::.Es, FireJ'18rl (li'-0) ~llis Lil8.n. eMddthat al: the :'-ussians \~ere 
anti-dem.ocratio and indicated that 1n :.:.arseilles, n.:: Cl'~'l,;/ ue:w e-i•s
v,ere ;erlllit ed to diser.1.1>ark exoe">t the ... ussians whc ware wall 
reeeived by the Ger~uin a~tharitieso 

1/ ' 
~SESI~Ttli.;0.11 .leaman (F-C) 'lh1s tW said that in .Jecei,1her 1:.-45~ 
he ,1as 1n ;uarseilles, ~·ranue s when the ... ·..i, ies bo.::1.bed this oit;y, 
and he indicated that two Uerm.en plaues ,1en·t up to intercept the 
Allied planes• but they were sll: .. t d~,r1n 1mr.1ediately. He stated ·t.:.~~ ii 
the iU~1es. bombed military ob~ectives and did not do like the 
Germans. l'lhO bOL1bed the Oi'Vilian po];>ula"tiil:}.o 

(A-1) m:111e the vessel was in !;aver.e~ the shipping aeents l"~quaoteet 
01' the Gnl:f Sea Froi"ttier Branch Ship"')ing Control. Offiae, in bohal~ 
of the :_aste-r, pel'missio for the S'r _GOT'.7:.AlID to load ·i;wo. r:1..i.leo 
outside the habor entrenoe at Cardenas, Cuba. 1.l'he ves~el was ,~o
oeeding t~ Cardanaa to ta!~e on, &s it wea understood then> otily '700 
tons ot sugar., and vtas light at tl1e tilUe. • Inasmuch as tha denth in 
the harbor wollld ha"t?e beer! auttic1ent, the request v@s viewaa .._.,i th 
susp1o1on and retused. Thts unusual request, toget 1-~r -r;ith the 
_possibility of platinwa being aboard the vessel, attc1. t~ce :re-po:rteci 
_presence o'l an ene .. v su.bJJlarine in north <111ban t-mte1·s., :.aaa ~t a ._paa:r. 
that an ,rrort liligbt be .. ade to transfer the platinnm. Ther::e i'ao EJ 
were N_ported in.reference (o) and at the sa.ue tiC.1e survoilla11ce t. 1 

seaward was advised. 

T11e dT GU'f'f.tL1.! .D then .a11oved out aG Havana 0 ... 1. tl1e lutlt ot .s; cil>rua~~y 
an4 arrived at Cardenas a't. 1145 •-~~en on. 11 .l!~eb-rua~· l~.t!4. l t t!Z:d 
up to the pier, and loaded 85~000 bags o-r augaro ·,;'hon 11eari··g 
ooiapletion ot the loading, permis0ion W£·s again reqaested to ,aove 
ou.t into the ou.ter harbor, this 'tici.a a dietanoe of 17 riles, in 
order to load 6,000 additional bags of su~ar. This request could not 
be r etused, a-.:.d tae vessel m.oved ou.t on 10 Februery o While auo.i10red 
in the outer Bay, 1t wa~ subJeot to surveillance by three subE:~ine 
chasers of the Cuban i.Javy. 

\lh::..le e. pex·son.al s~e:-;_ ·.1anoe ot all crew r.iem.be1·s going ashore 00L1lc:. • 
not be undertaken in Cardenas bocallae of slrnrt~e of person el, tilr·~~ 
special ade.nts ot t11.e \#llbWl J.)Ol-ioe were sent tc.. Cardenas to organize 
the con~ .. rol 11 and ar~ crew 1uem.bers wexe searched upon dep~x-ting and 
returning to the ship. str .ot control and su~)a1·vioion was r-'...ainta:lr;.co.. 
conoel"ninf. the f"e\:I authvri~ed viaitoss to tlle vessel .. ~'he .... aster °\';so 
Qlways ~ooo.m.panied exoept when be returned to J.a.allana t.J get a 
olearanoe from the .clri'tish .. Sll9plies takan a~>oord v-1-cre earefally 
checked a!ld iterJS e!',r,earing to be in excess were elii!'.i.illa.ted. 

Cot-;t::.EET: The control ot ·t.he si:ip, its orew ~ell~~e:rs, cario a.nc1 
sa">nlies ,1hile in .Liabaua r&preseiita too ; oat OOii1pletc cc~,o y1ge 
aco~rded to a ne11tral ves.sel.: exceed~ even in scoi~o 'i,tc 
attentions given to .;>}>anis11 vesnels .. 

i.lhile the results of the seaiohea and su.?veillanoes p:;;-oci.:.10:i;_ l1t 

addi11.ons.l 1ndioations of subversive actlvitiea, the severity 
ot t;ie o,.>n':.r 1 widoubtedly" torestal 1.ad any conteuplet:?6 :.li'.lHJL'.,;,J:.;;-.1. 
aotivities durine the sojotU"n of ttie ~. GOTTirI~ID :tn Cu ·.::~.n .. ·,,::.- :·.~. 
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