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On the basid~4f information received that oreuw wembers of theg Swiss
3.8, ST GOTUsLD were believed to be atiempting to smugrlefpiatinum
from Coloubia, striot controls on movements of crew uembers;, &
thorough search of the ves.el and an interrogatioy of crew .embers
was undertalen wiean the vessel arrived in .evana, Constant survelll-
ance paintained while in Yimvana and Uardenas, Results were negative.
nusual reque. t of i aster to load ofrshuore clted with attendantd
poasibilitiea.
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(A=1) Reference (a) advised thg. three ..enmbers of the cyew of the
Swiss 8.3, ST GOTTliD, EiieheNOZMDGORUFF, Turser, Lax)iIxkzs, C hief

\ .

afiedfor Bddisionef-

Stoker, end .alter)usdIEIER, TRird Lnglneex, were suspedted of
purchasing pl&tinuﬁ shlle the veasel Was in the port of fDarranquilla,
Colowbia. The liaster alsoc was atated as having persconally contacted
persons involved in the platinum traffie © ere.
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Tn addition to reference {aj a somvlete Tevort on the maetivities of
erew ienbe o of the 37, GITILRD while in ti.e port of Barranguilla
wes received by the Office of the Legal atische. Cne cony of this
report is atuached herew’th for the background informatien it contelns.
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The S.5. o GUIBILLLD arrived in i-abana, Cuba, on ¢ rebruary 1944 at
1030 ueen and departed at 1900 _ueen on 10 “evruary 1944 for Cardenas,
Cuba, During the stay in iiabapa, arents of ii:e Cuban setional lulice,
the Cuban Customs, Iunmigrstion, and iaritime Tolice, were assigned

to the vigilance of the ship, Only authorized ~ersons were peraltted
aboard. Hec.rds were . aintained of tiwe ind. vidumls who visited the
ship, and they were seareched upon golng aboard and upon " ecviug the
sliip. All grew aewbers were interviewed briefly; a record was wdGe

of their de-urture fros and return to the sulp, aud tue aj.rity of
the ereyw members wWho went as ore at uabsue were accoapauied by Speeial
Avents of the Cuban .atlonal rFolice. .. launch wes maintalned on tne
gseaward side of the ship by Cusan iolice in oxder to ~reveny an

ap roech to the ST GUTWIL.D by water,
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A ppot eheck was made of both the outgoing and lncoaing cargo
with negative resulis., All atevedore who assistzd in the loadinp
and unlesoding of the shin were gearched by agents of the Jubon
*gilonal Folice un going aboard and when leaving She ship.

Through the Cuban Hatlonal Folise aud tie Guban Custous an ¢~
haugtive search of the eatire shly for coubraband vias undcrtaign
viith nepative resulis.

ALEIANDER\SABEIKOFF == {4=2) This individual, the lazter of the

3T GOTTIARD, satated that he 1s liusslan~born but withous natiovulliir.
He was scc.mnpanied whille ashore gt all $imes. The accospanying
airent advised that SALITILOYY made only the usual condactuy rivh the
ship's e~enis, the Consulates of Switzexriand and CGreat UBritain,

and the Ameyrican Lmbasay. The accompeayi.g agents also sbated that
Buli'l. .0FF spoke gsgornfully and eoritleized the demowcratlic regimes
"meking refergnce aluays to the French system, whish in hls opinien
is t.e best o known"; and at nu %ise did he exzprezss any opinion
songerning the totalitarien govermuents.

{Fo0) The Capbtain stated that durl g last vecvember, wiile the
ship was dogiked at ~arseilles, Franoz, the submnarine bass waa
bombed by Aauerlcan planes with such aecuracy that all She shops
ware destroyed, but that neither the port nor the eivilien
population suffered any derage,. iie indieated thav four wernen
planes were shou% down in this actuon, Iie indicated that in %uhe
talian port of Genoa, tine anti-aerial defenses were very dexicicnt
and wcre no obstacle for attacking planes. He advised that asg
first at warscilles, ¥rance, the uden.an authorities only permlited
hinm %o disembark. However, the German authori-.les were alwised uvinv
various officials of the o,u. ST GOVLIAKD had familes in ..srseillecs,
srance. An investigation was made, and s short tipe theveaiter tne
Jilte Lussien orew memvers were nexailitned ash re withoub say
difficulties. In lor.upal, on tue contrary, all orew momhers excerd
the -hite Russians were permitted ashore.

The Catein ex -'vesged no interest in or knowl.dpe of Uie eargo,
the ship's ocapacity, susplies or doecuvents, and indicated that he
wes & bteohnioian vhose sole duty was to navigate the zhip. Lic kuew
pothing about the relation between the %on.age put on board and
the water w-'ich the shin would drew. He wes nos eonc.rned with the
ship's gupplies and he wus noted to sign any and all docunenis in
whatever language they were written withont reading %..em or having

thern $ranalated.

WaLTER SANDMEIER == AA=2) SallIN'EILR, the “hird Engincer, also lkucii
ags Walter SaliDMEIER ,a;bigmmma, waa accounanied % all tlus
during the eriod when the STQOTTIHARD was 1in port at levana. lec
j@ce no oontacts of any intersst and in his conversationg wita

the acoomnsnying sgent indioated that he hoped Tox an early A11i:zC
victory. lié Wes bora in Seengen, Aargan, Gersan Switzexrliand, o3

10 danuzry, 1902, and gave his nationslliy as Swiss. LOWCIGE, LG
ear -ied no.uwiss passports nor Qid he hase seawan®s IR}CT3I.

(F=0) This officer stated thetl Gwitzerland lmd .alntninsd « kEue
and loyal neubtrality, and was a demwoceraiic gooudry, bud LhEw G
bhad a good nilitary system and w s organized and Dpepaned O
defend itself. Motwithatanding all that, he indloesled Thot nivnior
hac tried %o infiltraie totalitarian ideas thwoughout uwihmest on i
atressing the Verman origin of the Swiss peo ple, but he .k_sf._:-.‘-_'-.:‘-..?:o
in that atteu G. le statcd that the Yrench people VEre cunwitsing
%o Uerman brute got-ength, but that Guey fore organizing Bhensves
for the ..1llied invasion. lie indicated that co.dltions in . argellles
sere terrisle, and that wien they arrived at that port Ghe Yeluan
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soldiers in charge of the port cewe on board begging for coffec,
cigaretleg and Zoud. ~e expressed the hope thet soon all of thre
officials of this ship wounld be Swiss, bat that they hove had %o

utllize the knowledpe of these Russlan officials who were for.exly
offlcials of the .m~erial Russien arine under the vzar.

KaRL ¥IKES -~ {A-2) Subiect went ashore with Lrnegii OCELL, the
rad o Onerator, both were accomnanled by a Cubati police apgent

and .;ade no conisets of interest. lle wes born 1. Switzeriand,

14 april, 1902, is a S.iss gitizen, and car -ies Prassport lo.
786892/411, MIKES stated thas he had spent 13 veaTs in the esnloy of
a Canadian hotel and that he hed lived in “oronto and Ilalifar.

FICIBL XOL W GIROFF ~ (A-2) This individual was bora 26 Juve, 1901,
In Blagovestochek, R:i-sla. He stated that he had Yeen sailing for
27 veers, usually on dritish ahipzs. Ife manifested grevt hatred Toy
Jews and with regard %o Russians said there w s noc @ifTercnce
betwecn the Ked and Mhite russiana. Fapsrs found in the sesreh of
his cebin miowed thsev he had been 2 Muasian refugee for 'any yeers.
g pro.esscd ‘liled srupathy and & shops that the illies would win
in the near fut re, lig went ash.re 1ln company Wwith Ceorres

S ALEZANDRUFF aud - 1lerreWOROIKONY, and the -.hree were accompanied
by a Cuban police agent., ue .ade no eontsots of inberess, dub
offered the police apent oney to permlt hi.. to stay out ali night
wish a girl friend. alEXAI DRUFF uede & similar propositio. to the
police agent. .

l:one of the J.t; er orew nenmbers or oiflcers rnigde conticts of inserest,
nar did¢ searches of thelry persons uicover any subvergive or soastranand
rnaterial.

{F=0) LUL UGGRUFY advised that in . arseilles, France, he wzs not
permitied ashore by the auttorities, but from the ship he witnessed
bomvardwent by Sihe RAY and in his opinion the planes wave not avlic

to destroy thelr objeciive. ¥rom the conversation with LOLU WGURGTY,
the ayent assuned that ALLLAL DROFF wes not welli regaided by the
spgsiang due bHo his relations with the French., Both ezpressed sur-zice
that belng lusslans and av pathizers of the allles, they ware
acco:ipanied by police esepts, and wh.le so.e of the Swiss crew mconacrs
of Wer a. origin were nermiit-.ed o go ashare unaccomnenied. le

stated that life i.: Frapse wos very diffiounlt, end tl.ere w s &
secarity of evervthing, but that he ho ed the Aliies would win in &
short time, He stated that many Freneh were working in Gem.any, bLLt
tlLev were carried to Germany at the point of a rifle. asccorxdiag WO
KOTIOGOROPF 1+ Switzerland there is .iueh sympathy fer “ermary. bus
Switzerland hed uainteined a striotly neutral posiilion in % is war.
Iie said that switzerlend sold nroducsts o “eriany, bud when quesiloned
furt er regavding this he said that since he w=s 8 sallor and w25
alweys o .tside the country, he did not koow ruen ahont the sltuatlon.

G RGDS ALLILV'DROFF, 3ervant, {(F-~0) This individual indicated %ha
ne had fornerly werlied on the I'rench shin " EL CAINWLRY which uss
used ss & I'rench transvort to Iorth africa, but tTha %Ghe 8kl > had
peea sunk, slthough later it had been ralsed and pnd hack into
gervice by tle werasus. “hig ship formerly traveled ?ron.f;agce
%o Algiers, Lie described a dbowbiny of tarseilles by tie Ral” an
Jegcember and according %0 him tue submsrine base wWas not daqaged;

owing to the anti-aerial defense o the “er .4dus
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The following itess of possiule interest vere mecursd by Cuban
po-.ice agen’' 8 in conversations wit. $Phrec ovew weusers of iue
ST GUPTIALD:

DIRITRYXEVIECFF, First .ngineer (¥F-0) This an indicateéd ¢that in
the parts of burope in wvihich he lad traveled theps vas gress
gynpathy for the Allled sountries, :

L uIES, Piresan (F-0) This wan sddddthat all the hussians vers
anti-denceratio and indicated Ihaet in l.arselilles, 0o erew new ers
viere ermlit ed 4o disenvark excent the wussians whe wers welil '
received by the Gerwan authorities.

v/
BUSBATO)SRIUKO, Seaman (F~¢) This map sald that in secember 1:43,
he was in -aygeilles, Trance, when the ..1'ies boabed Shis eitvy,
and he indicated Sthat two Uerman plenes vient up %o intercept bhe
Allied planea, but they were sh.% duwn imnedlately. He stated tiad
the Alries. bombed military obleciives and did not do like the
Germang, wiio bombed the eivilian populatio:.

{A=1} VWhile the vessel was in Tavana, the shipping apents requesied
of the Gulf 3Sea Frontier Branch Shipving Conitrel 0ffice, in behaly
of the !.aster, permissio Loy the 3T GO ARD to load Two niles
outslde the habor entrence at Cardenas, Cuba, 'The vessel was »ro-~
ceeding %o Cardenas to taie on, as it wea understood then, ouly V00
tona of sugar, and was light at the time. Inasmuch as the denth in
the harbor would have been puffielient, %he request was viewed with
susploion and refused. This unusual request, toget'er with the
poesibility of platinua being aboard the vessel, and e reported
presence of an eneay submarine ir north Cuban waters, -ade % a .pear
that an effort night be .ede §o transler the platinvm. There fac &
were reported in.reference (o) and at the saue vlae surveillanse &
seaward wes advised.

The 3T GUTTHA'D then isoved out &4F Havana ca the 1luth of “cbrunxy

and arrived at Cardenss at 1145 .usen on 11 February 1t44, 1% tizd
up to the pier, and loaded 85,000 bags of sugar. hear ueari g
sowpletion of the lomding, permission wre aspain requesied to wove
out into the outer harbor, this tiuc a distance of 17 #'iles. in
order to lomd 6,000 adéigional bags of sugar. This request could not
be refused, a:d tiae vessel moved out on 1B Februery. while anchored
in the outer Bay, It was subject %o surveillance by three suhasaine

chasers of the Cuban uavy.

\While a personal surve: lance of all crew ugmbers going ashoxe could:
not be undeytaken in Cardenas bocasuse of shoriage of person el, varss
srecial sgents of the tuban police were sent tc Cardenas to ovganize
the conirol, and =l crew members were searched upon depuriting and
returning to the ship. 3tr .0% control and surervision was eminibeinecd
concerning the few authurized visitoss to the vessel. The ..aster vss
alvays ugoompenied exzocept when he returned %o Labana %o g% @
cleaTance from the usritish. Suvplics taken aLoard were carefully
gheeked and itews eryearing %o be in excess werc elisinated.

cor2pi™: The sontrol of the sLip, its orew wea?ers, Garno ond
apvplies while in .igbana represenis the : ost soiplete coveizge
scgorded %o & neutral vessel, exceedinn even in seopz ke

attentlons given to spenish vessels.

Jhile the results of the seaxches and survelillances prodAcIe oC

additdonal indiocations of subversive activitiecs, the severiiy )
of the eonir ) undoubtedly forestalied any contemplaied A ULIEL
activities during the sojourn of the ST, GOTIILWD in Cu'sn Jouws.




