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~This IR forwards an AMEMBASSY Memorandum of Conversation 
between Argentine Navy CINC Admiral Emilio Massera, and Foreign 
Correspondents (including USICA Information Officer). The 
Memorandum contains Admiral Massera's remarks on a variety of 
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project) impacting on the Government of Argentina. 
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Admiral Massera charmed foreign correspondents in an 
off-the-record conversatio~. He said; in response to 
questions: 

1. He wasn't overly disturbed about nit getting the 
Ex-Im Bank Yacyreta loan: Financing can be obtained 
elsewhere. The real problem flowing from disagreements 
with the U.S. over human right~ involves the lack of 
spare parts for the military. 

2. • He was for a · concerted Argentine . effort to return 
to democracy. Military people know how to order but not 
to govern. History shows that military governments creat~ 
i~soluble problems ~f they stay in office too long. He 
is willing to treat with ' politicians of ability in plan­
ning the restoration of democracy. The principal impedi ­
ment tci this restoration is military groups that fear 
the outcome of the ballot box, a fear he does not share 
because the Argentines have learned their lesson fro~ 
recent history. The existence of past political move-
men ts ( read Peroni sm) cannot be denied. (He made it 
cleat that Per6nists would be welcome to participate 
in the new·dembcratic order. He shied away from criticiz­
ing Mrs. Peron.) 

3. He said the U.S. had a right to its own policy in 
pressuring Latin America for a return to democracy; how­
ever, · the results of the policy, e.g. Bolivia, may be 
worse th~n the situation it is designed to improve. 
Each nation should be permitted to find its own democr a ti c 
solution without being p~shed. 

4. Last year the Navy asked that the deten i dos list be 
published and he, himse lf , has asked the Junta to publish 
Jists of those killed during the war on subversion. 
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5. He wJ.s opt1rn1stic on the Be;igle dis'pute, J.dding 
that j u s t b c c:rn s e ,\ r g c n t in 3 is ready for w 3 r <lo e s n ' t 
necessarily mean there will be a war. 

6. There will be no big changes after August 1. Videli 
will be working under the authority of the Junta, which, 
at one time, even considered making the fourth man a 
prime minister, instead of a president. 

7. As for his own political ambitions, he will have more 
to say beginning the afternoon of September 15, when he 
retires from active duty. What is necessary for a con­
structive political career is humility and a sincere 
desire to solve problems . . He will wait ip a relaxed 
manner to see what life has in store for him. 

COMMENT: _His hostility to Videla sho\;'i'ed through when 
he discussed how much power · Videla would have after August 
1. To hear Massera tell .it, Videla will not have very much 
power at all. He reminded his audi~nc~that, among Junta 
members, he was the most senior and that Videla had precedence 
because of tradttional Argentine protocol. He appeared to 
show some anger when he said that ."the other service" had de_nied 
there had been a request for publication of the names of 
those killed in the war agai~st terrorists. 
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