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ACTION 
DISTR t.JCS J-6 

DEP.ARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

MESSAGE CENTER 

MCEB PA H&E CIA NSA 
DJS NMCC USRMCLO DORE ASD:PA&E CSA FiF:MCB 
SJCS NMCCOOO SECOEF ARPA OTACCS CNO FILE (1) 
J.t JRC ADM COMP WSEG CSAF 

• b 3 :10 USC 42 J.J NWSB ISA LA W/H CMC 
J-4 1/l AE STATE NSC 
J-5 SAGA G/C MIRA DIA NIC 

r Lb-)(-3-):1_0_U_S_C_4_2_4 ________________ ___.

1 
15 .·NO . . ,· 
l6, '~UHHARYI (U) THIS RePORT · IS · A ROUND UP OF REACTIONS 
TO REDUCTION OF us ·FMS CREDITS . AS E~PRESSED BV A NUMBER 
OF , ARGENTINE ARMY ANO NAVY -Ol'F?CERS, SEE " IRl(b)(3):10 USC424 

~-- PQA ~RGENTJNE AlR 'FORCE ' REACTIONS, 
(b) 

(3):10 2 1 . QET 4 ti.~ I I, '· eauoreroo . AT ' A RECENT 'CEREMONY, THE 
USC ASSISTAN'f :CHU!F OF,· STAFF , OF 'THE ARGENTINE ARMY COMMENTED 

' ONL,V' ·HAL:r JOKINGL.Y, 11 WIYH FRt~NOS LIKE '' THE us, 

TOTAL 

• A DOES ·NOT · NEED ' ENEHtES'! • : HE ' THEN PROCEEDED TO 
PRES . · - P'.OR ALOt;ICAL EXP.LANATlON 'OF .THE US REDUCTION !N 

~(b-)(-3)--1-0 .......... S:-:~REDlTs·, MUCH TO THE· INTEREST· OF A. NUMBER OF - OTHER 
use 424 ~RGE.~TINI! ' 0fFlCER$ • AND LAT?N . AMERICAN ATTACHES , WHO GATHERED 

~ROUND TO · H~AR AND RARTlClPAT! IN TH! • E~CHANGE~ A STRONG 
~-- · oNSINSUS: W&S ~EVXDENT "AMONG TH!· LATtN· A~~RICANS . TO THE EFFECT 

• Tl"tAf :/ 'fH@> DOLLAR · VALUE · Of THE FHS CREDITS WAS NOT PARTICULARLY 
-MP~~TA~Ti BUT~THE·-~HIGH HANDED ANO ARROGANT 6 WAY OF 
H-N~~lNG THt ~ROBLEM AND THE ~LLEGED INTERVENTION IN 

(b )(3) 10 
use 424 

IHTERNAL• Af~AIRS WA$ UNACCEPTABLE~ THE CONVERSAT10N~E~N~D~ED~=~ ~--~ 
QN A'FR?!NOLY NOTE WlTH ·ARG~NTINI! OFFICER ASSURING I - I 
THEY ;- R!GAROEO i THE 'PR08L!M TO B~ -'POLI TI CAL AN.0 THAT ' 'THEY 
DIQ ~OT INT!NO TO -~ET · tT "AFF£CT THE EXtELLENT PROFESSIONAL 
R!l.lTIONSHJP · 8!TWEEN 'TH! • ARGENTINE ANO US ARMIES, THERE 
~•~ 'L80 ~OPE ~EXPRESSEO THAT : THE NEW US AOMINISTRATION W6ULD 
~vs~tUALLY APPR!C?ITE THAT ARGENTINA WAS ENGAGED lN A ' 
REAL i ~A~ .AGAINST MAR~IST '= SUB~~RStON IN DEFENSE OF 'TRADITIONAL 
W!ST!RN VALUES, • • • • 
~ • • (B,1~18PORU) ANOTHER · -SOURCE ~NDtCAT!D THAT THE t:URR~NT US 
POLtCY .CONNECTING ·S!CUR?TY · ASSISTANCE ·oF· HUMAN 'RIGHTS WILL· 
CR~ATE· A VOlO, , ARG~NT?NA. ANO H!R NEIGHBORS MUST CONTINUE TO 
R~OCURE : Mll.IT.AR'f ' f!QU1PMl!NT, •BUT THE ,US SEEMS TD Bft RtMOVlNG 
ITaE~F • AS A ·SUPPLIER ·, 'THERl?FOR!, WHILE 
~ost 1AR6!NTINE 1MILlTARY PRE~ER us ARMAMENT~ THE ·PRESENT 
POL.tTICAL. : :CONDtTlONS ·•TEND TO SUPPORT 'THOSE 'ELEMENTS WJTHI N 
tHE 1 -AR~ENTlN! :MILlTARV WHO 'PR!~ER 'TO 'PURCMAS!· MAT!R!AL FROM 
IUROP! tPRlNCtPALLY 'FRANCE, ENGLANO •ANp W!ST GERMANY), OR 
HAY8E : EYEN '' f'ROH :COMH NS . B .i - -i-. NAT ONS , , , . 
(b)(3) :10 USC 424;Sec. 3 3(b) (1) 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF -

ACTION MESSAGE CENTER 

DISTR CJCS J-6 MCEB PA H&E CIA NSA 
DJS NMCC USRMCLO DORE ASD:PA&E CSA RF:MCB 
SJCS NMCCDDO SECDEF ARPA DTACCS CNO FILE (1) 
J-1 JRC ADM COMP WSEG CSAF 
J-J NWSB ISA LA . . W/H CMC 
J-4 1/L AE STATE NSC 

(b (3 :10 USC 42 -5 SAGA G/C MIRA DIA NIC TOTAL 

PAGE ,3 'e 8 ,. P: I B :c U T I ;t; I: 80941 
NeW ·ARGENTtN~ ARMY ATTACHE• TO MO~COWi -COLONEL MONTES~ 
WH~N 50URC?£ i'WAS ASKED WHY -ARGENTINE HAD ESTABLISHED · AN 
~RMV ATTACHE OFrtcE "IN THE -SOVIET UNION, HE ' R£SPONDEO ~-'~H=A~T-- - ~ - --~ 
QNE · MUST ' KNOW ,HIS .ENfMV 11 • SOURCE ' THl!N 8H0WEDI -=-=tA- \(b)(3):10 USC 424 
~i!COl'Hj .\.ETT14 ·sv!53$ U MAR ,, ·-REC! ·lV!D ; ,rRoM TME~VIET " '------ ----~ 
MILtTARV . ATtACHij ' S7ATIONEO IN BUENOS ·AIRES) NAVV CAPTAIN 
Vl~AD~tUR VASEL.ENKO, ' IN ESSENC~, THE .LJTTER ·sTATEO ·THAT . 
YI{~ ' sovu:r UN?ON OID ' NOT SELL ' ARMS TO FOREIGN ·oouNTRIES, ,_(SIC). 
BUT ~~s PREPAR~O ,o·ooNATE~ AT \ THE REQUEST OF "TH! ' 
.~RGE~JT!NE ARHY CHIEF DF -SlAff!, SOME ,SAMPLES- OF THE: AK 
P~.Mi~V Of 1•;E.-PONs · TO Alf ARGENTtNf! i Mit:fTARY MUSEUM, THE 
PURPOSE ·OF SUCH A :tUFT WAS ' TO ; IMPROVE LINOERSTA.t<JDING AND 
fHE RELAtlONSHlP ia£TWEEN THE ·ARG~NTINE MILITARY ANO TH~ 
eovu-:T -. f.RMED fORCES, ·souRCE -;COMMENTEOp 11 I _St•PT IT ' STRANGE 
1MAT THE; USSR ·SHOULD OFFER THESE ·FIGTS - JUST AT 'THE HOMENT 
~mm- i-HE us REDUCED ' ITS Mit.ITARY l!D TO ARGENT?NE?" 
4 ~ - tei1tere1~,o SOURCE (PARA 2&3, • STATED THAT RECENT us 
M'JMAN -~JGHT-S PRONOUNCEMENTS WERE -PLAYING INTO 'THE HANDS OF -
rHG; COM ►HHHSTS av ·PROVlDING -nH!M -OPP.ORTUNITIES ·' HERETOPORE ' 
DENitDo AS AN E~AMPLE ·HE STATED ' THAT : THE ARGENTINE ARMY WAS 
J EQV-~UNCV~NEO ABOUT .SOVIET ANO CUBAN lNPLXTRATION - ?N PERUa 
NE SA[~ f~ AT ARGENTINE ' INTeL,lGENCE ' BEL!VES ' lHAT cus•N 
t OY!SORS ARE LOCtTEO IN THE INTERIOR OF PERU AND ASKED IF 
TH ; ·uc ~;OULO CONFJRM THIS JMFORHATION FOR MIMD FURTHER, 
Hf AD VI&eo THAT A -SfGNIFIC~NT MUM8ER OF PERUVIAN MILITARY 
HlO ·GJ~E TO TtlE SOVIET UN!ON iFOR ~ILIT~~y iRAINJNG~ ARMY 
INTELLJGE t1CE IS CONCERNED TH~T , THESE INDIVIDUALS WILL RETURN 
vHt N l Hit: ' ussn~ Hlf'll.. TRATf : PERUVIAN MIL?TARV µNtV$; AND SERVE 
A·3 H-HHFUME"lfS OF -SOVIET INTELLIGENCE ·; .-.ND INFt.:UENCEi 
~=' ., ~c/ ~-h1f ;:, r.N 1 A ~WMBEJ< OP CONTACTS A$ THe '.LTC - L,:EVEL HAYE 
.~t,:H) tL:.i•l Ot48Ht ATEO THE !R CONCERN REGliRDJNG 'THE PMS :CRf! DI T 
s~ru ~r i ON~ MOS 7 DF THESE OFFICERS ARE HURT ANP CONFUSED 
\½ 10 ~HY T~E US GOVERNMENT SINGLED OUT -ARGENTINA FOR 
~J ~AN ~IG NY S ABUSES ANO THEN PA?LEO TO CRtTtcrzE ~VtOLAT?ONS 
n.; [ :b A9 ;. ;J .: .') l,A ETC,, THE -cotHACTS HAVE BEEN VERY 'CAREFUL TO . . .. .. 
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M&EB PA 
USRMCt O OOP.E 
!:E!:01:F Ar.Ft, 
IU)r.1 t; Gi.-1? 
IS.Ci U'. 
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S'iAYE fJ$.C 

e e If ·r • ' B E II ., I ;I, L !YUW VZCZCIEC!8~ 
RUEl<JCS 80963 

SECT 02 OP 80947 
ACTION 

OIA1 
DlSTR 

CJCS(04) OJS(03) JJ{t4) J5(02) NMCC SECOEF(01) ASOl!SA(l0) 
tDIA(t5) -CMCC01) FtLEC1) 

(051) 
~ (b)(3 ):10 USC 424 

TRAN~/2813 . 1Z/281838i/00!513'fTOR08'1181"1 NOFORN 
DE RUESBAA ~-~0871540 
~N:8~~:~~ M~R 77 -l(b-)(-3)-:1_0_U_SC- 42-4~ CORRECTED ·FOR SECTIONALilATION 

'" I ---► :} 
TO RUEKJOS/OIA W4SH DC 
JNPO RU~PALJ/USCINCSO QUARRY HTS 
RULPAKA/t93RO INF ~OE FT AHADOR C•NAL ·ZONE 
RULBSAA/USNAVSTA RODMAN CZ s,- • 
& 9 ~j F l 8 i ► I T I .I. Ll~l8P8RU 0226 SEC!TlON 2 OF 2 
POINT OUT . THAT EVEN THOUGH TH~ US GOVERNM!NT HAS · CHOSEN ' TO 
CASTIGATE ?TS NEIGHBORS AND ALLIES, THESf ACTlONp WOULO 
~AVE LITTLE ·tMPACT ON -ARMY TO ARMY R!LATtQNSHlPS, : THEY 
REHPMASIZE · THAT THE - ISSUE IS $TRICTLY POLITICAL • ANO SHOULD HAVE 
NO BEARING ; ON PRFESSIONAL l MILITARY ·MATTf:RS • .. ?T JS 
JNTERESTlNG .TO NOTE THAT JUNIOR OFfteERS . (LT•MAJ) ARE ' NOT 
TAt.KtNG ABOUT THE CREDIT REDUCTION, APPARENTLY 'TH£~ · HAVE'. 
~~!N ~INSTRUCTED BY . THEIR SENIORS TO AVOID THe SUBJECT. 
6, . (O,Ol'1POA~I) ;QN t7 MAR ·77 · SEVERAi. f'OREtGN A'T'TlCHE$ '-FROH 
PARAGUAV, CHILE, URUGUAY, ANO BR~ZlL ·CHIDED RO• REGARDING 
TH~ FMS ·CREOIT •SITUATION, MAKING REtER!NC£ TO WHAT , TH£Y 
PERCEtVE ,AS -.LACK Oil' D?PLOMATIC -E,CPERIE~CE OF·· THE NEW 
GOYERNMENT 0 TMEY WERE PARTICULARLV SENSITIVE ·1o ·•REMARKS 

l(b)(3):10 USC 424 

A T1'._ R l BUT~ D -T 0- M-R, ·TY SON AT GENE V A • ·CON C LI RR ENT L V , A VERY 
,-ltER ON THE ARGENTINE ARMV GENERAL STAFF' ADMITTEO 
THAT ARGENTINE ATTACHES ABROAD HAVE BEEN "TASKED ·ro 

__ N ASSESSMENT ' OF US ~TTACHE ·OPINIONS ON THE fMS 
tuT~~ , HE ST~TEO THAT I~!TlAL REPORTS · INDICATED THAT THE 
US ATTACHf~ .ARE NON~COMMITTAL AND TENO TO EMPHASIZE THE 
MORA~lTY OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION AND ITS FIRM 
COMM!TMENT iJO :HUMAN .RIGHTS~ 
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PAGE 2, e e ,~ . p • ! e E .. T . I ;I; . L 

'l, • 19p1UQP8FHJ' 'THERE ;CONT?NUE 'TO BE • INDICATIONS THAT THE 
lN?TlAL ARGENTINE REiCTION TO REDUCED ·FHS CREDITS WAS 
BASED ON . ONLY A 'VAGUE UND!RSTANDING OF THE PROBLEM, "THE 
G•3 STAFF OFFICER RESPONSIBLE ;FOR ·cooROINATING 'COURSES 
PROVIDED UND!R GRANT 'TRAlNJNG -~IME•T) WAS CONFUSED 
INITIALLY AS TO WHETHER THOSE· COURSE$ ~OULO STILL BE · 
A \tA Il.,ABL:E, ADD IT I ON ALLY, THE CHIEF OF " THE JO I NT STAFF 
REVEALED V!RV LITTLE UNDERSTANDING OF ' THE SITUATION DURING 

'•A MEETING WtTH COMUSMILGP, ARGENTINA~ ALSO THE SECRETARY 
a, ,· tHl! GE:NERAL COMMAND SCHEDULED A MEETING WITH ' COMUSHILGP 
ON · 22 MARCH ' TO REVIEW 'THE '. SITUATION BECAUSE ' HE WAS 
CONCERNED ' THAT · 11 PRES%DENT ' VX'O!LA HAD RECEIVED INCORRECT 
INFORMATION FROM HIS STAFF", 
e. ' cenH~Fen,i, NAVY REACTIONS ' TO THE RECENT us HUMAN RIGHTS 
INlTlATIVf!S .=HAVE BEEN QUITE SIMILAR TO THE ARMV • FEELINGS 
HAVE BEEN HURT ANO THE OfF?CERS AREFRUSTRATEO TRVING "TO 
UNDER$TAND THE SITUATION~ MANY SENIOR OFFICERS ARE SHOCKED 
AND RESENT BEING COMPARED TO ETHIOPIA, , NEVERTHELESS, THE¥ ' 
HAV' R!tTEREATED ON A NUMBER OF OCCASJPNS -THAT THE US 
DECISIONS WERE ·POLITICAL ANO WOULD HAVE NO EfFECT ON THE 
FUTURE OF THE US NAVAL' IHSS!ON IN ·ARGENTINA, THEV ARE 
coNeERNEO, HOWEVER, THAT FURTHER CONGREfSION.L ACTION MAY 
ELIMINATE .THE 'US MISSION ANO HAVE UNDERTAK~N A STUDY TO 

- -- evALUATE , THE ' JMPAfT ' OF SUCH AN 'EVENTUALITY, . FROM A 
(b)(

3
):

10 ,uoNClAI.. STANDPOINT, . TH! ' NAVY ·STAFF' lS FEARFUL. 'THAT lT 
~~4c WILLi:l\E UNABLE 'TO ·suPPO_n~e+:-- I PROJECT BECAUSE OF THE 

OF : PUNDS :FOR SPARE PARTS, - AS A CONSEQUENCE, 'THEY 
ARll' 'CON$tD!R!NG "THE · POSSIB!L:ITY OF RETURNING THE 
INSTALLATION TO THE US ', GO\IERNMENT~ .___~ 
g ·, ,e,.1•ePeRtn AN ARHV • COLONEL .~SSIGEO TO THE OFF X CE OF 
THE -PRESIDENCY . RECENTLY ·coMMENTeo ··ntAT GOA \OS VERY APPREiiit , 
C:tATt'I-E · OF ,'T.ME ROLE : PLAYED BY : THE US !MBASSY IN RECENT MONTHS 
1.N :KEEPING ~INES. o, ·coMMUNICAT?ON OPEN AND . tN EXPLAIN?NG 
'"! $fRJOUS .:CONCERN OP us~ OVER ALLEGED HUMAN RIGHTS 
,. 

VIOL~T?ONS, ,MAfNLY AS A R!SUL T OF Tl-IE MANV INITIATIVES 
OF THE EMBASSY, -' TH! ' GOA 'HAO '· BE~N ABLE TO ANTICIPATE'. THE 
CURRf.:NT PROBL!M, , BUT ' EXP!CTED THAT _JNITJATIVE TO COME <PROM 
CONGRESS RATHER ' THAN THE STATE D~PARTMENT~ HE ~ONTINUEO 
BY SAYING THAT HE WAS ,:GLAO nu,-,.,HE us .!MBASSV PERCEIVED THE 
ARGENTINE REAC'TlON TO ,'THE FMS ,' 0REOIT PROBLEM AS BEING· 

80963 . 

(b)(3 ):10 USC 
424 

~0111001 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
DIA FOIA& Declassification Services Offices 
Date: Oct 19, 2018 



ACTIOrJ 
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JOl:IIT CHIEFS OF STAf- ~ 

MESSAGE CENTER 

DISTR CJCS ~JS/l. =DJc=S"------- -----"-''---- -=~-- --'-,:...:...._- - --'-'-'"'-'=----:,---='-- - =---J-0 MCED PA tl&E GIA 
RF:f'.lli:O 

, ~~~ -rn I -~j1·cs ___ --;-;:=-- ---;-;::::-;;------;;= ;.--------;-:;= - --;::;;-~---'--'Fi--=--=U:c·...: i_:_:.il __ 

-------__,,7·;;---- -~=-----:'~- --~=----~:-=--- ---;~- ----­

NMCC USRMCL.O DORE J;~:fJ :? A&E Cf,A 
rJrJiCCDDO Si:CO!:.F AR?P,. OTi\CCS c~w 
JRC AQM Cflr11P rJ3~G CSAF 

J•,>:::::-::--:----

J-4 
J-5 

rJWSB ISA LA 'vV/M CMC 
- E I 1/L AE srn:E rJSC 

SAGA G/C PJl/r.A l:H,'4 rm: 

P A GE 3 . • f! 8 . ,. F -! e E ,. T I A I: 
RESTRAINED SINCE THAT WAS ~XACtLV WHAT PRESIDENT VIDELA 
INTENDED TO CONVEY~ THE .CQLOM~L EXPLAINED 'THAT ALTHOUGH 
THE GOA HAD NO OTHER CHOICE THAN TO REJECT US INTERVENTION 
IN INTERNAL ARG!NTINE - AFFAIRS~ . THE R!DUCTJON OF FOREIGN 
~lLITARY SALES CREDITS DOES NOT HAVE GREAT IMPACT SINCE 
ARGENTINA CAN OBTAIN ARMS FROM OTHERS SOURCES, AS IT HAS 
tN THE PAST; HE CONCLUDED SAYING THAT RELATIONS BETWEEN 
QOA AND USG HAD NOT REACHED THE LEVEL OF CONFRONTATION, 
AT LEAST NOT YETe AND "THAT ARGENTINE WOULD PREFER TO AVOXO 
SUCH A CONFRONTATION~ 
eoMH~NTI MM- THE MESSAG! RECEIVED FROM THE ARMY ANO 
NAVY ON THE CREDIT REDUCTION IS QUITE CLEAR ANO CLOSELY 
PARALLELS THE ONE RECEIVED FROM THE AlR FORCE, BASICALLY, 
THE FEELING OF THE ARMED P.ORCES HAVE BEEN HURT AND THEY 
RESENT US INTERFERENCE IN THEIR PRIVATE AFFAIRS, NEVERa 
TH~LESS, THEY HAVE REA~INEO CALM ANO AVOIDED BIZARRE~ 
OPEN ATTACKS ON ·TH~ USa IT JS APPARENT THAT THE MILITARY 

--~ GOVERNMENT WISHES TO MINIMIZE T~E FMS PROBLEM, KEEP .LlNES 
(b) OF ·cOMMUNtCATION OPEN ANO PROTECT FUTURE RELATIONSHIPS 
(3):10 WITH THE USG~ 
~U~S~C~4~2t.--:::..--:.-::.,-:..~.....,...,coMHENT~ ON 24 MAR ARMY ASSISTANT CHXEF OF 

P~RA • 1 -ABOVE) MADE , SPECIAL ~EFFORT -TO 
COHHUNICATE TO US ARMY MlS~!ON CHIEF 'THAT ARG~NtXNE 
ARMY CONSIDERED REDUCTION IN FMS 'CREOITS TO BE A PURELY 
POLITICAL PROBLEM WHICH DETRACTED IN NO WAY P~OM THE · 
PROFESSIONAL RELATIONSH?P QfTWEEN THE ' TWO ARMIES~ HE 
ADDED THAT T-HE ARMY COMMANDER (ANO· PRESIDENT) L TG 
VlDELA, HAD ASKED HIM TO ENSURE ' THAT 'THE µs ARMY MISSION 
CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THE ARGENTINE POSITION ·, THIS ·REPORT 
ON REACTIONS TO US HUMAN RIGHTS INVITtATtVES IS NOT 
COMPLETE WITHOUT COMMENT?NG ON THE FACT . THAT MOST • 
ARGENTINE MILITARY PREFER ' TO DEAL· WJTH THE EFFECTS . 
OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS 11 PROBl,.EM" RATHER THAN THE 'CAUSES. 
THEY PREFER NOT -TO DISCUSS ABUSES, ' BUT WHEN PRESSED WXLI,. 
ADMIT THAT ' !OME VIOLATIONS HAVE UNDOUBTEDLY TAKEN · PL~CE, 
WHEN ASKED WHEN THE GOVERNHENt PLANS tO "TAKE ACTtON TO 
UNlSH MILITARY AND POLICi> FOR UNLAWFUL : A~TS ·ANO WHEN -

THE GOVERNMENT PLANS TO PROVIDE DETAILED INFORMATION ON 
DET4JNED PERSONS, MOST MILITARY REFUSE TO DISCUSS THE 
t.SSUf!li THE¥ ·RESPOND THAT . THE METHODS NOW BEtNG USED 
ARE NECESSARY TO COMBAT THE SERIOUS SUBVERSIVE THREAT 

PtGE -3 
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SJ
DJCS,;,: NMCC USRMCLO DO F\E ASD:PA&E CSA RF:MCB 

w NMCCD DO SECDEF ARPf.\ OTACCS CrJO t=ILE (i) 
~J-1.=-=----:-------:.J~RC~=-~A~O~M~ - -~CO~M~P~ --- ~W~::!::,E~n~ - ~ cs~-A;!;F _ _ _.:.::..=.=.."-'.'.._ __ 
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