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APP EARS TO CD NTRAD ICT THE CUR RE NT POL IT ICAL PRISONER 

SITUATION IN CUBA, WHERE RELIALE ES( !MATES OF NUMBERS 

MELD RUN AS HIGH AS 5,080. 

2. E-e r PRESIDENT FIDEL CASTRQ·s LAST PUil.IC SPEECH ON 

TH IS MATTER WAS IN JULY 1975. AT THAT TIME, ·CASTRO 

' INDICATED THAT SOME 5,109 PRISONERS WERE BEIN& HELD ... 
I 

3, Ill IN EDUCATION CAMPS AND 2,801 IN PRISONS. CUBAN ., 

OFFICIALS REPEATED nu: 2,eee FIGlRE IN AUGUST 1976 TO 

VISITING us· CITIZENS. AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, A Pua.IC ·, 
,. 

INTEREST GROIP WITH WORLDWIDE INTEREsrs IN HIJIIAN RIGHTS, 

ESTIMATES THAT THERE ARE BETWEEN 4,fHJI AND 5,088 PRISONERS 

11:1 NG HELD BY nu: CASTRO REGIME, THE SAME NUMBER THE 

ORGANIZATION HOLDS FOR CHILE. CUBAN EXILE GROUPS, ON 

THE OTHER HAND, FEEL THAT IN EXCESS OF 100,180 PERSONS 

A~E BEING HELD, AN UNI.I KELY POSSIBILITY• 

3. -\CJ PERHAPS THE MOST FAMOUS OF THE DETAINEES IS b 

THE ~ORMER COMRAf>E OF CASTRO, HUBE MATOS. HE KAS (!{.,A.,-, Ir 
' 

SEC OME A •c AU SE CELE BRE • AS HIS SON 
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ATTEMPTED TO GAIN'·MATOS' RELEA_SE FOR THAT 
._ .. 

OF QIILEAN COMMUNIST LEADER..:L:.;U:.:I=..:lf~--;;w..--N• IN POOR C.l,,'L~ 

HEALTH, MAIDS• DEFIA~cE· AND REFU L TO BECOME •RE

HABILITATED - ARE THE BASIS FOR nn: w IDE SPREAD INTER NA

TIONAL SUPPORT FOR HIS RELEASE. 
f 

4. te""r CU BAN POLITICAL PRISONERS ARE VERY LIKELY TO BE 

AN ISSUE IN THE 'flAY OF ANY RAPPROCHEMENT BETWEEN HAVANA 

AND WASHINGTON. CUBA HAS STEADFASTLY MAINTAINED THAT 

IT HAS. NO MUfllAN R lGHTS PROBLEM, A STANCE THAT 11A Y HAVE 

TO BE SUBSTANTIATED IN THE EYES OF KlJIA N RIGHTS ADVOCATES 

AROUND THE WORLD. 
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