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CUBA: POLITICAL PRISONERS. (U)
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‘le €6=> RESPONDING TO US GOVERMNMENT ‘TmTﬂTWFS IN THE (b)(3):10

AREA OF WORLWIDE RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, VICE PRESIDENT , USC 424

OF COUNCILS OF Zryis AND MINISTERS QF CARLOS REC‘ 270 _..,)} 61 |

RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ "TOLD THE BRITI SH ‘CAST ING/CO PORATION-—“““““

THAT SINCE HAVANA IMPRISONED NO ONE FOR THEIR BELIEFS, vz ri® 22977

THERE WERE NO POLITICAL PRISONERS IN CUBA. THIS STATEMENT =—- e
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APPEARS TO CDNTRADICT THE CURRENT POL IT ICAL PRISOMER | J\\

SITUATION IN CUBA, WHERE RELIABLE ESTIMATES OF NUMBERS
HELD RUN AS HIGH AS 5,000.

2. €7~ PRESIDENT FIDEL CASTRQ'S LAST PUBLIC SPEECH ON
THIS MATTER WAS IN JULY 1975. AT THAT TIME, CASTRO
INDICATED THAT SOME 5,809 PRISONERS WERE BEING HELD -~
3,868 IN EDUCATION CAMPS AND 2,000 IN PRISONS, CUBAN .
OFFICIALS REPEATED THE 2,808 FIGURE N AUGUST 1976 TO
VISITING US' CITIZENS, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, A PURLIC
INTEREST GROWP WITH WORLDWIDE INTERESTS IN HUMAN RIGHTS,
ESTIMATES THAT THERE ARE BETWEEN 4,008 AND 5,008 PRISONERS
BEING HELD BY TME CASTRO REGIME, THE SAME NUMBER THE
ORGANIZATION HOLDS FOR CHILE. CUBAN EXILE GROUPS, ON
THE OTHER HAND, FEEL THAT IN EXCESS OF 108,088 PERSONS
ARE BEING HELD, AN UNLIKELY POSSIBIL ITY.

3. =TT PERHAPS THE MOST FAMOUS OF THE DETAINEES IS@ é#
THE FORMER COMRADE OF CASTRO, HUBERKMATOS. HE HAS .

BECOME A “"CAUSE CELEBRE™ IN RECENT MO HS-‘S HIS SON
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ATTEMPTED TO GAIN MATOS® RELEASE [IN EXCHANGE FOR THAT -
OF CHILEAN COMMUNIST LEADER LUI AN. INPOOR (/) /2=

HEALTH, MATDS * DEFIANCE AND REFUS$AL TO BECOME “RE-

HABILITATED ® ARE THE BASIS FOR THE WIDESPREAD INTER NA-
TIONAL SUPPORT FOR HIS RELEASE,
{ .

4. ¢~ CUBAN POLITICAL PRISONERS 'ARE VERY LIKELY TO BE
AN ISSUE IN THE VAQ OF ANY RAPPROCHEMENT BETWEEN HAVANA
AND WASHI NGTON./ CUBA HAS STEADFASTLY MAINTAINED THAT
IT HAS NO HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEH, A STANCE THAT MAY HAVE

70 BE SUBSTANTIATED IN THE EYES OF HUMAN RIGHTS ADVOCATES
AROUND THE WORLD,
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