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supjecr: Notes on Buenos Aires Press

To:  Readers of USICA Daily Media Reaction Report

Here are a few notes on the current state of the Buenos

press. Future reports will follow:

La hac10n

Adrcs

Circulation 250,000, The most influential of Argentine

i newspapers because of its middle class and upp“r class
York

readership. Considers itself to be Argentina's "New

Times"., It identifies with the Nation, and as such tries
to be prudent in its editorials. It is read by the large

lended dnterests, cattle and larming, and by a broad

CUOss

sectiou of upper and middle class Argentines, including

intellectuals of wmoderatc persuasion, This newspaper
strovgly pro-Amcrican generally,

4

cenflicts, e.g

&

., human vights, with the Uu.s.,

is
but natuvally identifies
strongly with Argentina whea i1t comes to natioralistic
Although

the papayr strongly supports a returun to the rule of law,

It often muffles criticism of rhe U.S. as part of an

appavent policy of never letting our relstions get out
of hand. ILG "Sewana Politica'" Sunday column is one of

the most influential in the couvntry. It 15 written by

editorial writers Claudio Escribano and Luis Mayrio Lozzia.
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Circulation 405,600, the largect in the Luso-~Hispavie
woerld., Tiie pzpew is controlled by the HMID (Mavlmlnnto
ge Integiscion y Desarollo) eand is used Ly this party as
ruch »8 3t dares, eLo., against Mavtinesz de ez aud his
antiprotaecticovistic Lariff policies. ‘lhe MID the
paper’e editorviale, which ave not consistently strong on
1880E8 88 nve L aind two politically
independent e Cln caverally nro-Awmerican
; ;

and supporvis our cightx policzvs as mucl
covnomiLe i alunnus Dandel
s te bait , ant mavaging
Jeaauin Morales Sola., writes the Sunday "Pano:
coluen., He i brought down

native Tocumn cee friendship
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La Prensa
S8 2 EEN8a3

Circulation 70,000. La Prensa was fading away along with its
aging readership when its courageous founder, Alberto Gainza
Paz, died aboutr 18 months ago. Under the new leadership of
son Mazimo Gainza, the newspaper somewhat changed its makeup
and layout, added the political weekly "observer" column

and brought back Manfred Schoenfeld from London to write an
international and local affairs coluin and then proceeded

to bccome the leading Spanish-language voice Supporting a
rerurn to a rule of law among Buenos Aires levspapers. La Prenca
is pro-U.S. and flexibly traditionalist and it naturally
sides with the GOA on naticnalistic issues, It fights
Couragecusly for a return to a rule of law and the release

of Tiwmerman, but it thinlks the visit of the 0AS ffuman Rights
Commission is an intrusion.

Circulation 360,000. This moderate neﬁspapar i5 owned by
Ricardo Peralta Ramos. It is close to the Government and
sympathetic to the Radiceles. It carrics noc editorials;
however ite unsigned Saturday polivieal column -~ written
by Horazcio Danic] Roedriquoez -« is o€ high quality and
eéxceptionally well informed on what the MID and Peroniste
&re doing to cause problems for Martinesy de Hoz.

El Cronista Comercial

Circulation 45 000 (subscription only). Aspires with some
.stccess to be Argentina's Hall Sggggﬁwgg"wg;. Owned by
Mercado's owners. Stzowgl?hgfggorts Hariinez de iloz.

Geacrally friandly to U.S. Writcr wiih pen nawe "Guicciardini®
13 reportedly Maviane Grordona.

‘&5 Herald ,

Buenos

Alr
Circulation 13,000, Lmportant for its vanguard human righig
stance. This Eng]i@hwlanguage newspsper gencrally supports
the Covernnernt €xcept on humsn riglte watters. Sitrongly
Supports Hartinez de loz. Some of its human righits thunder
is being stolen by Piensa,
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La Opinion

Circulation about 15,000. A shadow of its former self in
the Timerman heyday. Intervened by Government, but does not
now have an interveuntor. It has been left to wither on

the vine, except when the Economy Minister, who now funds
the Burston-Marstellar effort, wants to shore up his image.
No editorials,

Conviccion

Circulation 5,000. A Massera pneuspaper masquerading as

a champion of civie virtue. What it 1s really thinking can
be read between the lines of Managing Editor Hugo Lezama's
front page ciganed comments. No future.

Circuvlation 350,000. Populist and crudely nationalistic,
caters to the frustration of Peronists. No editorials as
such; however, ecditorial opinion is expressed in its
headlines and coverage. Owned by llector Ricardo CGarcia,

who also 1s owper of Buenrnos Alres theaters aod Radio Colonia
in Uruguay. Coverage of worid everts and important Argentine
storics can be surprisingly complete.
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