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1 ~. NO 
1&, SUMMARVI (C/NOFBRN) ON 15 MAR 17, LIEUTENANT GENERAL VIOElA 
8RIEFED ALL ARMY GENERALS ON THE POLITICAL MILITARY 
SITUATION IN ARGENTINA. THE MEETING WHICH LASTED THE BETTER 
PART OF THE DAY ALSO INCLUEO PRESENTATIONS ev THE ARMY STAFF 
ANO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE VARIOUS MlNISTREIES 1 ACCORDING 
TO A RELIABLE SOURCE A ~IDE VARIETY OF SUBJECTS WERE 
ADDRESSED ANO DISCUSSED OURlNG THE COU~SE OF THE DAY, 
22, DETAILSI 1. (C/NOFORN) GENERAL VIDELA TOLO HIS GENERALS 
THAT THE GOVER~MENT WILL CONTINUE wtTH ITS NATIONAl 
~EORGANIZATION THROUGH 1911 ANO 8EYON0 1 FURTHER, HIS AOHIN• 
ISTRATIN PLANS TO INITIATE NO MAJOR PUBLIC wORKS PROJECTS 
DURING THESE AUSTERE TINES, HE DID NOT OISCOUTN THE 
POSSIBILITY~ HO~EVEH, THAT PROVINCIAL GOV~RNHENTS MIGHT 
UNDERTAKE SnME PROGRAMS FUNDED LOCALLY SUCH AS HIGHWAY 
IMPROVEMENT ANO HOSPITAL MODERNIZATION, DURING THE COURSE 
Of THE B~lEflNG, THE P~OVINCIAL GOVERNORS WERE RATED IN ORDER 
OF ACHIEVEMENT. THE TOP FOUR GOVERNORS IN PRIORITY WERE 
S,G, CR) SAINT JEAN, SUENOS AIRES PROVINCEI 8,G, (R) SERRANO, 

•
1 CHACO PROVINtE1 a.G. CR) CHASSEING, CORDOBA PROVINCfl ANO 

8,Gg BUSSI, TUCUMAN PROVINCE, SOURCE NOTED THAT OE OR 
Two Of THE LESS EFFECTIVE GOVERNORS MAY BE REPLACED IN THE 
r4EAR FUlURE, 
2. cc,~OFORN) ACCORDING TO THE SOURCE, THE PRESIDENT TOLD 
THE ASSEMBLED GENERALS THAT THERE "OULO BE MO MAJOR PER• 
SONNlL CHANGES 1~ THE GOVERNM!NT IN THE IMMEDIATE FUTURE, 
~E DlU N~T DISCA~D THE POSSI~lLITY THAT SO~E CA!INET MEMBERS 
~AY EVENTUALLY GO, ~UT GAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT CHANGES, 
~HEN lHEY COME, wOULO 8E GRADUAL, GENERAL VIOELA ADDEO 
THAT ALL £LEMtNTS OF THE GOVERNMENT ~OULO CONTINUE TO ~ORK 
rcGETHER wITHlN THE NATIONAL REORGANIZATION, HE ACKNOWLEDGED 
THA1 THE JOI~T APPWOACH TO PROBLEMS IS AT TIMES CUMBERSOME 
AND SLOW 0 NEVERTHELESS, HE FfLT IT WAS THE BEST MF.THOO 
TO PHOVIDE ALL PARTIES AN OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT THEIR 
VARIOUS POINTS OF VIEW, SOUACE COMMENTED, THAT INUEED THERE 
HAVE BEEN SOME LIVELY DEBTES ON SOME GOVERNMENT POLICIES, 
KE ADDED, HO~EVE~, THAT BOTH ADVOCATES ANO CRITICS MARCH 
FORWARD wlTH A P~OGRAM ONCE A DECISION ~AS BEEN HADE bY THE 
JUNTA 0 THE SE~VlCE CHIEFS ARE NOT ALWAYS COMPLETELY IN 
ACCORO WITH PROPOSED SOLUTIONS~ B~IT IN MOST C/ISES t1AVf AEElll 
4BLE TO COME TO AGREfAijLE TERMS A~D MOVE fOQwARO wITH A 
UNl~lED POSITION, IN iH1S l<EGARD, SOUCCE STAATEO THAT 
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~U~ORS ANO STORIES OFTEN APPEAR IN THE PRESS CITING FRICTION 
BETWEEN THE SERVICES ANO JUNTA MEM0ERS• HE COMMENTED THAT 
JOURNALISTS OFTEN INTERP~ET THIS ~QRMAL DEBATE AS CONFRONTATION 
WHEN, IN FACT HONcST DIFFERENCE Of OPINION IS EXPECTED ANO 
HAS A PLACE IN THE GOVERNING PROCESS• 
3. (C/~OFO~~) PRESIDENT V!DELA JOENTlfl~D 80TH INTE~NAL 
ANO EXTERNAL P~06LEM AREAS FOR ARGENTINA• OOMESTICALLY, HE 
STATEO THAT THE COST OF LIVING, LA80M UNION REORGANIZATION, 
ANO THE CATHOLIC CHURCH ~ERE MAJOR CONCEHNS• IN THE LATTER 
AREA SOURCE STATEO THAT PERHAPS THREE S!SHIOPS OUT OF 
APPROXIMATELY 7~•80 wE~E BAD APPLES. NOTWITHSTANDING, HE 
FELT CONFIDENT THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAO SUFFICIENT INFLUENCE 
WITH THE CAROIN4L TO CONTAIN THf PROBLEM, LTG VIDELA WENT 
ON TO SAY THAT ARGENTINA CAN ANTICIPATE PROBLEMS FROM ABROAO 
BT 
#0223 
ANNOTES 
rlH 117 
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INFO RULPALJ/USClNCSO QIJAR~Y HTS CZ 
8T 
CON F 1 0 ENT 1 AL SECTION 2 OF 2 
SU8JI THIS IS 1~ (b)(3) 10USC424 

FROM THE INTERNATIONAL P~E$, HUMAN RIGHTS ADVOCATES SUCH AS 
AMNESTY INTERNATION, AND THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION. THE GOVERN• 
MENT VIEWS THE CURRENT DIFFERENCES WITH THE u.s, AS A SHOPT 
TERM PROBLEM THAT EVENTUALLY wILL NO~HALIZE, 
4. (C/NOFORN) LTG VIOELA'S 8RIEFING WAS FOLLOWED BY PRESENTATtONS 
8Y THE ARMY STAFF ANO REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE CABINET, THE 
ARMY G•3 STATED THAT HIS STAFF ~AS STUDYING THE RAMifICATIO~S 
OF FMS CREUIT ~EOUClION A~O ~AS LOOKING FOR ALTERNATIVES TO 
~EPl.ACE THE POTENTIAL CREDIT LOSSES. THE ONLY OTHER POINTS OF 
INTF.REST CAME FROM THE G•4 HHO ST•TEO THAT THE ARMV HOPED TO 
PURCHASE NINE NEW BELL HELICUPTEHS (NFI ON MODEL) ANO DJESELIZE 
THE A~MYtS INVENTORY OF REO TRUCKS• JUSTICE, OEfENSf, ANO PLANNING 
~INIST~lES lNUICATEO ALL ~AS IN ORUER. THE EDUCATION MJNISTPlES 
S l ATE D TH 4 T 1 NF IL Ht A Tl ll N I i\.l T t-t E U III IVE~ SIT It~ HA n tt f EN CONT A l '~ E G 
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ANO THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS SHOULD SOON NORMALIZE. LABOR RfPORTfO 
THAT IT IS WORKING ON THE RIGHT TO STRIKE LA~ ANO HOPED lN THE 
YEAR AHEAD TO OEPOLITICIZ! THE UNIONS ANO REORGANIZE THEM. 
SOCIAL WELFARE STATED THAT IT HAS TAKEN A WHOLE YEAR TO REORGANIZE 
THE MINISTRY ANO BRING SOME ORDER TO IT FOLLOWING THE PfRONJST 
ABUSES. THE MINISTRY IS MOVING AHEAO SLOWLY BUT STILL FACES 
SERIOUS PROBLEMS wITH HOUSING, ~ELFARf AND PUBLIC HEALTH, 
THE ECONOMIC MINISTRY POINTED OUT THAT TREMENDOUS STRIDES HAD 
BEEN MADE IN THE PAST YEAR, NATIONAL BANKRUPTCY WAS AVOIDED AND 
THE RESERVE POSTURE IS IMPROVING, THE DEFICIT IS A BIT SMALLER 
THAN TME PREVIOUS YEAR, BUT SIGNIFICANT ADVANCEMENT MUST !f MADE 
IN THIS AREA tN THE FUTURE, THE ECONOMISTS ACKNOWLEDGED THAT 
TME NUM~ER Of GOVERNMENT fMPLOYEES MUST BE REDUCED ANO SOME 
STATE ENTERPRISES SOLOI ANO THAT INFLATION CONTINUES TO BE 
A SERIOUS PQOBLEM BUT STEPS WILL BE TAKEN TO SOFTEN THE 
PRICE SGUEEZE ON THE CONSUMER, SOURCE PROVIDED NO INFORMATION 
ON CUMMENTS fROM THE FOREIGN RELATIONS OR INTERIOR MINlSTRIESe 
5, (C/NOFOR~) flNALLY, SOURCE STATED THAT PRESlOENT VJOELA 
DISCLOSED THAT Hf wAS NOT PLEASED WITH PRESIDENTIAL PUBLIC 
INFORMATION SECRETARIATE, HE FEELS THAT THE SECRETARIATE IS 
OIVORCEU fR011 REALITY, HAS LITTLE CONTACT WITH THE PEOPLf ANO IS sec. 3•3 

(b) (1) 
DOING A POOR JOB, CONSEQUENTLY, THIS STAFF OFFICE (WHICH IS 
HEADED SY A NAY PAN S N OR O so" MAJOR C~ANGE 
CO 11 M f. N f I ~ '----~ _ -- --- ----- -------- -----··· 

ANO THE lNFOWMAllON ~~~~~~ ~H 
ACCUMATELY REF ECTS THE EVENTS Of 15 MAR MEETING OF GEN!RAL8, 
AT A MINIMUM, PARTIALLY CONflRMS INFORMATION BEING RECEIVED 

Sec. 3.J(b)( 1l IT SEEMS NOw THAT THE "IN FlGHTING 11 

~ITH!N H AijMY H BSlOED, AT LEAST FOR THE PRESENT, THE 
GE~ERALS A~PARENTLY H~VE DECIDED TO LET LTG VlOELA RUN THE SHOW 
ANU ~DVE FORWARD !N HIS SLOW, METHOOICAL STYLE, HOW LONG Hf CAN 
~Al~TAIN THE MANDATE IS UNKNO~N, BUT HE CERTAINLY APPEARS TO BE 

N THf ORIV£R'S SEAT~ AND WELL IN CONTROL OF THE SITUATIONQ 
(bl(3l 10Usc 424 COMMENT I wr ON 23 MA~ A SENIOR ARMY OFFICER WORKING 
IN TH R SIOENCY DISCLOSEO jsec.3•3(b)(1l /HUT AF'TER SEVERAL WEEK~ 
OF PRIVATE (ANO SOMETIMES NOT SO pijJVATE) OE8ATf wITH!N T~E ARMEO 
FORCES, THERE NO~ SEEMS TO 8E A FAIRLY STRONG CONSENSUS, HE 
~AS PARTICULARLY PLEASEO WITM THE RESULTS OF THE MEETING Of 
ARMY GENERALS ANO FELT THAT PRESIDENT VIUELjfS POSITION HAS BEEN 
STRENGTHENED CONS!OERABlYa 
lHIS ~SG HAS "EF.~ COORO/WITH EMBASSY, 
XGOS•2 
6T 
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