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' 
NOT SEEM t=:::(REAOY TO FOLLOW WITH ACTION AGAINST VIOELA 

AND VIOLA. AND FOR HIS PAR\ VIOLA CONTINUES TO EXPRESS 

PUELICLY HIS CONFIOENCE THAT TH€ COUNTRY IS FIRMLY ON 
POLITICAL 

• THE/PATH HE AND VIDELA HAVE CHOSEN. HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST~-

ANO OTHERS HAVE TAKEN HEART THAT THE POPE'S RECE~T 

ADMONITIONS ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN ARGENTINA 

WOULD HELP STRENGTHEN , MORE HOPEFUL TRENDS HERE. HOWEVER,-. 

ARGENTINE CONSERVATIVES IN THE CHURCH ANO- THE GOVERNMENT+ 

HAVE SOUGHT TO- DIMINISH· ANf>.: DILUTE THE IMPORTANCE ~ 

WHAT THE POPE S-A!;D:;;. ENO-. SUMMAR.~ 

2. (U) . DISAPPEARAN-CE:.:i.CLARIFlEtl-::- ~: THE OCTOB.Elt: 3~ 0-~~---. 

APPEARANCE..: OE.••.VIC.TOl?:.~RUSE.N-,. PORTElt: WAS EXPLA..lN£~ ~~:: 

NOVEMBER 4- A Rftt"~. COM l'4UtilQUE... W tu CH:,: ANN.OUN.CEO.'. ntAr He:- I.Si€· , 

8 E I N G H ELD . A N.&s- , CH.AR G.E1b- w.rnt- B EI fi~•:.A ~ A C.T IVE. fl! E Pf~~ 

THE MONTON EROS.::.... T:H~ACICNOWLEDGEMENT- THA, RUB-EN : PO~~- • -

--~VMMINIH_~I_ ............. JtAAR-llfflllWJIH•n.rura1.·,, II .t&::.•: 

-ffllll•~····, ·••n•• .. ···• .. ,.N,tllllBll!tSEllliEl'..k r~ THee~~c_ 

SUSPECT' MONTONERQS:-HAVE DISAPPEAR-El>•·WHEI\- SEIZ~B.~'--c. 

THE SECURITY FORCES::: .. · 

3. ~ TERRO.RISts..· STR.IJCE.!.: ON NO.VEMSER..: T TERROR!:.~·- _ 

ATTEMPTED UNSUCCESSFULLY. TO MURD·ER TREASURY,.. S ECRETA~ --

JUAN ALEMANN- • WHO '- ESCAPED INJURY FROM · THE MACHINE- GU?lr::
I NCENOIARY GRENADE 

L ANO/.R.UtRX~fUlll.::A-TTAC.K.. Ott HIS CAR- HlS. DRIVER. AND::'-HISr·::_J 

FO~M f>'13(H) ■ -4-68 
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~ 7 I BODY IUARD BOTH WERE WOUNt>ED BUT, ACCORDING TO lu.lV. 
GOA PRESS RELEASES, 

1•lf~lfl1 NOT SERIOUSLY. THUS FAR, NO GROUP HAS TAKEN 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE MURDER ATTEMPT, BUT IT 1$ 

GENERALLY ASSUMED THAT IT WAS PROBABLY THE SA ME OR AN · 

ASSOCIATED MONTONERO TEAM WHICH BOMBED THE HOUSE OF 

ECONOMIC COORDINATION SECRETARY WALTER KLEIN ABOUT SIX 

WEEKS AGO. SO FAR AS WE CAN TELL, THE REACTION 

TO THE TERRORIST ATTACK HAS BEEN MUTED COMPARED TO 

THAT WHICH FOLLOWED THE ATTACK ON KLEIN AND HIS FAMILY. 

HOWEVER, CONTINUED ACTIONS BY THE TERRORISTS CANNOT 

HELP BUT STRENGTHEN THE HAND OF HARDLINERS, WHO OBJECT 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
DIA FOIA & Declassification Services Offices 
Date: Oct 19, 201s • 

L -e __ __ . . . f , 



r 
DECLASSIFIED IN FULL Clu• ific•tion 
Authority: EO 13526 
DIA FOIA& Declassification Services Offices 
Date: Oct 19, 201s 

TO THE DIRECTION TAKEN BY PRESIDENT VIDELA AND ARM~ 

COMMANDER VIOLA-

4. ~ MENENDEZ. LETTER - PUBLISHED: THE PRESS HA~,--, 

7 

PUBLISHED A LETTER WRITTEN BY RETIRED GENERAL LUCIAN~ : . 

BENJAMIN MENENDEZ- WHO- IS- NOW. SERVING • A 90-DAY' SENT-ENCE; 1 

FOR HIS FAILED·- COUP"-ATTEMPT lN SEPTEMBER. THE LETTER:!', 

WAS ADDRESSED,- BY=MENENl)-E-2: -TO-· HlS MILITARY COLLEAGU.E$': 

TO EXPLAIN HIS:--MOT-!VEs;.-ANDc· OBJ EC..TIVEs·. l N s EEKIN<ii:-T~ -

OVERTHROW THE VIDELA REG"IM~ 

-~, MENENDEZ:_ REP.EA TS:: HI:S- NOi.i FAMILIAR" CHARGES' THA-r-T~· 

VI DELA G0VE.RN.ME.ff.T•· ---- BUCK.l!Et>- TO FORE-.IGN PRESSUREO~ -

HUMAN RIGHTS-~· UAttRw-.. TrMER1'1AN° AN[) ,_ CAMPOR"A-) · AND-'>1.-IN...~TtU:!tt· 

BE AG LE CH ANN El!::.D t.SPUi,E.' W.LTW- C H:.!t.E- - IN ADD I.TIOK---H e · s~~; 

GOVERNMENT rs- PREPARI.Nc;:.~.TO-:· HAN~ OVER- THE COUfiTR~TOlr~. 

'tTHE PARTY OF--:- FRI:ENDS·,-.11 THE- SAME: LEADERS- THA.·T-. HE.:..At.:..LEG"e:S.'tS:"

HAVE CAUSED ALL THE- PROBLEflfS IN- THE PAsr.;..._ 

WE UNDERS-TAND" FRQM-16;-Pr,,VARIETY' OF- SOURCES. THAT MENEND-~:

SENTIMENTS ARE'.SHAREO:-·BY '· MANY · OFFI:CERS: BELOW TH~·RA_NIC:!': : -

OF GENERAL- . NEVERTHE~ESS, WHATEVER· THEIR BELIEFS"""-

THESE MEN WERE, NOT PREPARED TO BREAK. RANKS AND: FOLLO~.:.. 

HIM IN SEPTEMBER:= ANO-,·.- THEY ARE LESS DISPOSED- TO· DO SO--

NOW THAT HE IS RETIRE~~ HOWEVER, THE THEMES HE I~ 

PROVIDE: ,SI_GNIFICANT BACKGROUND' AS THE MILlTAR.Y.:_j-
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lcoNTINUEs ro GRIND THROUGH ITS PROMOTION LIST~~ 7 
LOOKING ULTIMATELY TO THE KEY CHANGE -- THE SUCCESSIOtk.:. 

TO GENERAL VIOLA ... 

FOR HIS PART; VI,OLA CONTINUES~ TO VO I CE PUBLIC COK-~ 

FIOENCE THAT THE~LINE.S - HE AND VIDELA HAVE TRACED- Wit.L .· 

BE FOLLOWED STEP BY' STEP · TOWARDS DEMOCRAC.Y. AND,· H~ 

AFFIRMED TO HIS FELLOW INTER-AMERICAN CINCS WHO. ARE:..~ 

MEETING IN BOGOTA THIS WEEK THAT "THERE ARE. NO PROBLEl'l2-;:; 

IN THE ARGi::NTINE' ARMED-, FORCES".. MEANWHILE., A SPOKE.S~A~ 

FOR THE ARMY COMMANDER I~ BUENOS AIRES SOUGHT TO REFUTS:; · 

MEN ENO EZ ALLEGATrONS-. INTERESTINGLY, A PO INr· It.tf . 
'WAS.. 

·- DISPUTE WAS WHO . COP11'!A_NDED• - AND-SY· EXTENSIO,/RESPO~r:~ 

S ISLE FOR -- THE ANTI-SUBV.ERSI VE STRUGGLE.. ll'IENEN.n&..:;.~

IN AN EFFORT TO OlMINIStt VI DELA AND VIOLA BEFORS TitE.;C . . 

OFFICER CORPS, STATES THAT THE CAMPAIGN WAS. CONDUc:rE~ 

BY THE 0 TROOP · COMMANDERS-" LIKE HIMSELF- VIOLA.."~--. 

SPOKESMAN QUICKLY REJOINEI>- THAT THE CAMPAIGN~W~~ 

OROERED FROM TH~ TOP · -- THAT IS BY VIDELA ANO· TH~ 

VIOLA. 

FINALLY, WE... NOfE- · iHA-T- WHEN: lNTER.IOR MlNI.S.tER:;::::: 

HARGUINOEGUY WAS . ASKED BY A REPORTER WHETHER MENENDEE:~ 

WAS 8 EHAV I NG sue VERS IVEL y-,.. HE REPLIED- .. NO .• .'. ARE YOU;:'.~ 

COMPARING HIM WITH . FIRMENICH (THE MONTONERO LEADER>~-

! CANNOT A DMl T THAT AN ARGENT IN E WOULD THINK THAT A~f• 

L ARGENTINE GENERAL IS SUBVERSIVE--.... " IBHFIBEMTII~ 
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l 5. ~THE POPE'S WORDS . ECHO;· THE POPE'S REMARKS;,;, 7 
ON THE DISAPPEARED AND THE DETAINED, ANO HIS, CALL . 

TO THE ARGENTINE CHURCH TO DEFEND HUMAN RIGHJ~ 

CONTINUED-- TO ECHO~ IN THE COUNTRY.. HUMAN RIGHT~ 

ACTIVISTS HAVE- ·PLAYED BACK THE POPE'S REMARKS., TCJ .. • 

ENCOURAGE THE. GOVERNMENT AND THE · CHURCH TO MOVEc: I~-
, 

THE ~IRECTIQ!f .. ;THE-·. POPE INDICATED~ ON, THE OTHER: HAN.D-;.c.. 

ME MBERS· OF THE- GOVERNMENT ANO THE: . ARGENTINE HIERARCtt.~-

HAVE SOUGH-I-· rm. FUZZ: UP· THE. . PICTURE,- , WHILE... SOME-,0..&--:-: . :'. 

THEIR MORE · CONSERVATIVE: .ALL!ES HA-VE-B-EG.UN TO- RE.Flk~ 

THE POPE:~ 

INTERIOR· MINISTER = HARGU!NOEGUY TOLD- -. THE: PRE~..,. . ._ . 

THAT HE:' COULD"'-·N0-1-..: COMMEN-:T.~ Oti1- THE POPE I S REMA~ 

BE CA us E ': HE !) I.D"' No r l(ijQ~, I.F- THE PR E-SS-0 • REPORTS::. w E~"..'. 

AN ACCURATE:. REND,r.r;-roN,· OF ,WHA.T THE:r POPE HAD,• SMDrilat~ "':" 

( HARGUIND EGUY-.,;.... ACCORDlNG.,. TO . ONE. REPORT,.. SAI.~tt.S;:·:: 

HAO ASKED THE CHURCH,, TO 0 RATIFY·· OR'· REC.TI.FY. TtiS:~,. 
QUOTE:-

REPORTS," A/~lHt~-- THAT HAS . NOW EMBARRASSED Hilll" AKt&F-

CAUSED HIS., MINISTRY TO ISSUE A DENJ.A.L).. SINC.6-:'.; 

GENERAL HARGUlNDEGUY' .. S-' MINISTRY - IS RES PON.SIBLE. - FOR..;.,.;;._ 

TAKING THE - ACT.ION.S . THAT WOULD BE· REQUIRED IF· THE~ 

GOA WERE TO RES-f?ONChPOSITIVELY TO THE POPE'S· CAU;;..,.c-_ 

HIS TREATMENT Of=: - THE POPE'S WORDS-- IS HARDLY ENCOU!t:.

AGING. 

L NEITHER ARE REMARKS. . BY T~O ARGENTINE BISHOPS:, ,., I 
8S i!:''~J!.NTf!~ 
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lwHo HAVE RETURNED FROM ROME. THEY BOTH souGHT ro 7 
MINIMIZE THE IMPACT OF WHAT THE POPE HAD SAID ABOUT 

' I 

HUMAN RIGHTS. 
IA 

✓ FINALLY, THE RIGHTIST NEWSPAPER, KI NUEVA PROVINCIA, 

HAS EXPRESSED ITS "PAINFUL AND DISAGREEABLE SURPRISE" 

AT THE POPE 1 S REMARKS WHICH IT SAID ARE ''UNACCEPTABLE" 

,,, ANO ILL-FOUNDED. THE PAP.ER, WHICH ALL BUT ACCUSEO THE 

POPE OF FALLING INTO A TRAP SET BY INTERNATIONAL 

COMMUNISMi ALSO QUESTIONED WHETHER JOHN PAUL II NOW 

CAN BE A MEDIATOR IN THE BEAGLE DISPUTE WITH CHILE. 

IN SHORT, THE POPE'S WORDS HAVE NOT YET MOVED THE 

CONSERVATIVES OF THIS tOUNTRY. AND THOUGH, SOME SOURCES 

EXPRESS A BELIEF THAT AN IMPORTANT STRUGGLE IS SHAPING 

UP BETWEEN THE CHURt~ AND THE GOVERNMENT, THUS FAR THE 
!;i5XX s}!{lkesmen 

✓ MAJOR~ FOR THE CHURCH .HERE SEEM TO BE RALLYING 

AROUND THE GOVERNMENT, TAKING REFUGE IN THE NATIONALIS" 

THAT MARKS THIS COUNTRY. EVEN THE ARREST OF CHURCH

BACKED DEMONSTRATORS PROTESTING BUENOS AIRES URBAN 

RENEWAL PRACTICES, HAS PROBABLY NOT CAUSED ANY LASTING 

DAMAGE IN RELATIONl BETWEEN THE LOCAL CHURCH AND THE GOA. 
Ncv<1res 

THE BISHOP OF NEUQUEN, JAlME ~, HAS BEEN ONE 

EXCEPTION TO THE HIERARCHY'S COOLNESS TO HUMAN RIGHTS 

ISSUES. ONE HUMAN RIGHTS SOURCE HAS TOLD US THAT 
Nevares 

v ~ BRIEFED THE POPE ON HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 

IN ARGENTINA AND EFFECTIVELY RECRUITED HIM TO THE 
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1 
CAUSE. ONE REPORT ALSO SUGGESTS THAT THE GOA PROMISE1>7 

THE VATICAN LAST MONTH TO TAKE STEPS TO CLARIFY THE. 

SITUATION OF THE DISAPPEARED, TO CECLARE THERE A~E NO ·. 

UN ACKNOWLEDGED PRISONS AND TO TRY THOSE UNDER PEN- THS, · 

POPE'S REMARKS IN ROME ARE TAKEN , BY SOME AS . AN- - INDIC~ 

TION OF IfitPATlfNCc WITH THE GOA'S FAILURE TO FOLLO!if;i-• 

THROUGH • . 

6. -f-e-r A NEW DENUNCIATION:- OF THE GOA: lilE HAVE NO.., · 

SEEN A COPY OF A LENGTHY DOCUMENT RELEASED BY THREG;-, 

CONFESS ED MONTONE RO· WOl'IEN IN PAR IS LA ST MONTI,-..... THE': - -

ABOUT 
WOMEN STATE THAT THEY WERE HELD FOR/18 MONTHS f•Wl)l::. 

HlH AT THE NAVY MECHANrc•s SCHOOL IN BUENOS AIREs;; . 

WHICH WAS A MAJOR DETENTION -AND INTERROGATION CENTER .. THE~-
STATE THAT 

;PRIOR TO THEIR RELEASE IN LATE 1978. AND · EARLY 1979 T1f£Y":'.' · 

~.r,~~~~~Kl( WERE MEMBERS OF, A SPECIAL GROUP OF- TRUs.Tt£~ 

RECRUITED TO WORK FOR THE NAVY IN GENERAL ANI> 111117 · 

NAVY CHIEF ADMIRAL MASSERA IN PARTICULAR. THE REPOR.~-

IS CHOCK FULL OF INFORMATION AND -ALLEGATION~. MUCK:- · 

OF WHAT THE WOMEN SAY WE HAVE HEARD BEFORE, BUT:!~--

FAR LESS OETAIL. THE REPORT'S NEW CEPARTURE: IS ITs:

EXTENSIV E LISTING -- FREQUENTLY BY NAME AND RANIC.--
ALLEGEDLY . COMMAND:~ 

OF THOSE WHO WERE/PART OF THE SCHOOL'S/0P2RATIONA~ 

AND INTERROGATION TEAMS. THE REPORT HAS CIRCULATE~' 

WIDELY IN EUROPE AND BEEN PICKED UP BY PAPERS THERE ~--
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1 • 7 
REFERENCES TO IT IN THE BUENOS AIRES PRESS • . AOMIRAL -

MASSERA, CURRENTLY ON A TRIP' TO EUROPE, - HAS BEEtf.

EMBARRASSED BY ITS ALLEGATIONS. THOUGH THE DOCUMEN"fc: 

IS CLEARLY INTENDED- FOR PROPAGANDA PURPOSES,-. ij&~ 

FIND THAT MUCH OF WHAT IT SAYS FITS WITH PREVIOU~ 

FRAGMENTARY REPORTS~WE HAVE RECEIVED~ OUR INITIA~ 

IMPRESSION IS THAT THE FACTS OF THE SCHOOL ARf>; S()k-

secm to ~ 
SHOCKING THAT":.·THE THREE AUTHORS DID NOT mA'.if&DI[ , 

. . Also chi] I ing-
INDULGE IN IMAGIN/\~IVE ACC.OUNTS.~~!l}U~ftNl•T:S:.,k _ 

~t1:tn3v:A €'.;eomt"U;.{: 2~MS:IW JW&;~ IS THAT THE WO KE~ -. -

L 

' 
WHO WROTE THE REPORT "9· BELONG- TO· AN ORGANIZATIO~:-· 

THAT HELPED DRAG- A.RGENTINA INTO' THE- CYCL.:E OF V:lOLENC~-:' . 
• 1 • they re-port., Yet they-

T H AT L E O TO TH E A TR O C-I TI ES :·f.T'ltftOi:~ !ilti A R & ~·: 

~B &9 ~MIIU!.lt X It ~R RR I ~XXNIXJlMli XI rxw RI~ •xun~ i XXMXtR:rn,;;: 

ABSOLUTELY UNREPEl'-}TAN-T AND-,- IT WOULO- SEEM, ANXIOUSI':, 

TO GET ON WITt+-<THE WAR THEY WERE FORCED- TO ABANDO~ • 

WEHN THEY WERE· ARRESTED. WE ARE POUCHING· COPIE-~ ~ 

0 F THIS REPORT To· ·THE DEPARTMEftlZ;.;. 

..... 0 ~ I 
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(U) ACTIVE COURT CALENDAR: ARGENTINE COURTS HANDE~-

DOWN A SERIES OF l>ECISIONS THAT BEAR ON THE HUMAN-:- RIGl-tTS: -

SITUATION HERE:.. 

THE SUPREME COURT' OVERTURNED · TWO LOWER COURT DECISIONS. 

WHICH HAD ORDERED PEN DETAINEES FREEO. THE COURT'S 

DECISIONS APPEA~·TO BE IN LINE WITH PAST PRECEDENT~

IN WHICH IT HAS~UPHELD THE EXECUTIVE1S BROAD USE 0~ 

ITS PEN POWER':~ 

SEVEN PEOPLE ACCUSED·. 0 F TERROR!ST ACTS IN 1975:-1976.h' 

WERE GIVEN~SENTENCES RANGING FROM ONE YEAR TO: LtFE 

IMPRISONMENT BY ·A· CORDOBA COURT ... TWO OTHERS TRIEIJF· 

WITH THEM - WERE= FREEOI;~ . 

ANOTHER CORDOBA .-, COURT ABSOLVED A CORDOBA COUPtEJii:'• ·· 

BOTH JEHOVAH~S: WITNESSES~ WHO WERE · ACCUSED -B~-~ 

LOCAL SCHOOL AUTHORITIES OF HAVING INCITED THEIR:: . 

FIVE AND SEVEN-'· YEAR OLD-·- t>AUGHTERS- TO REFUSE:- -T0=?-

SALUTE THE ARGENTINE FLAG~ 

-- LOWER COURTS. , INVOLVED IN HABEAS CORPUS PROCEEDINGSr..: 

HAVE TliilICE. REC£.N-TLY ORDEREI} THE PUBLICATION OF THS . . 

PICTURES OF- THE: DISAPPEARED PERSON ·AND OESCRIPTIO~;,-: 

OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THEIR DISAPPEARANCE. THESE: . 

· ORDERS ARE SOMETHING OF A DEPARTURE FROM THE PAST-: . 

8. ~ DISAPPEARED LAW- PROTESTED: HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANr:--

ZATIONS - WERE TO - FILE AN APPEAL TO THE COURTS NO\/-" ... 9- ;;,... 

L
ASKING THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S REC

1
ENT LAW ON PRESUMPTIVE:-- 1B ,V• 

__J 1 ~ 76 

"' , ' ~ 

. \' .. : . ~ 
• ►• 
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!DEATH BE DECLARED UNCONSTITUTIONAL. THE APPEAL, WE ARJ 

TOLD, CONTAINS A BITTER ANO STRONG ATTACK ON THE GOVERN

MENT'S INTENTIONS AND MOTIVATIONS IN GIVING ITSELF THE'-

AUTHO RITY--ALONG WITH FAMILY MEMBERS--TO SE EK A DECLARATIO~< • 

OF PRESUMPTIVE DEATH FOR MISSING PERSONS, EVEN OVER THE 

OBJECTIONS OF FAMILY MEMBERS. THE LAWYERS WHO HELPE~· 

DRAFT THE APPEAL SPOKE TO MARIO AMADE~THE AUTHOR Of THE 

LAW AND PRESENTLY THE ARGENTINE NON-GOVERNMENTAL REPRES-

ENTATlVE TO THE UN 1 S HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION. WE UNDER

STAND THAT AMADEO CONVINCED THEM THAT HE HAD NO MALL6Ni:-: 

INTENTION IN GIVING THE GOVERNMENT A LARGE POTENTIA~-

ROLE IN THE DECLARATION OF PRESUMPTIVE DEATH. THEY ALS~ ~ 

LEARNED THAT WHEN AMADEO PRESENTED HIS LAW TO THE GO~~ 

HE INCLUDE!) SEVERAL OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS, ALL DESIGNEl):s. 

TO IMPROVE THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN ARGENTINA A~~ 

ARGENTINA'S STANDING lN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS-- NON.Ee-· 

OF THESE WERE ACCEPTED BY THE GOA. OUR SOURCES HAVE· Nfll:. 

INFORMATION THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS MISUSED THE NEW LA~.·: 

BUT ARE FEARFUL THAT ONE DAY IT MIGHT.. THEY KNOW OF A FE~ : 

CASES WHERE FAMILY MEMBERS HAVE USED THE LAW TO HAV~-A~ 

DISAPPEARED PERSON DECLARED DEAD. 

CAS'.mO Of~ 


