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HIH IHEL AS IJ AR l~IrHi OF SEl◄ S IT !¥E 89l-:i~6E I ►J\C9LVE9 a 
16g SUM~lARV: ..f-e-r IR CONTINS lNFORHATION Tri T WAS DISCUSSED 
Sec. 3.3 b 1 WITH VADM LUIS MENDIA, 

ILS: 1. ------.---- AFTER SPENDING A FEW 
MINUTES ON NICETIES, THE ADMIRAL LAUNCHED INTO THE MORE 
5UdSTA~TIVE SU6JECTS OF ARGENTINE-u.s. RELATIONS AS ~ESAW 
THEM FROM WASHINGTON. HE SAID HE WAS SPEAKING FRAN~LY 
wlTH HIS CARDS ON THt TAoLE; TO DO OTHERWISE, THE ADMIRAL 
ADOEOf ~OULD SERVE NO PURPOSE TO EITHER OF us. MENDIA 
SAID THAT HE DOES NOT REPRESENT THE MILITARY OR NAVY IN HIS 
Jo~. THAT IS THE NAVAL ATTACHEIS RESPONSieILlTY. HE SAID 
HE REPRESENTS THE JUNTA AND THEREFORE HIS CONTACTS ARE MORE 
WITH STATE DEPT, OFflCt 0~ THE SECDEf ANP CONGRESS. HE STATED 
THAT H~ WAS CERTAIN THE MAIN CONCERN OF THE US GOVERNMENT 
EXECUTIVE ~PA~CH IS NOT HUMAN RIGHTS ~UT WHETHER ARGENTINA 
~ILL BECOME A RIGHT WING DICTATORSHIP. HE WAS NOT EX~CTLY 
SURE ~HAT IS 1HE MAIN CONCERN OF THE u.s. CONGRESS. IN ANV 
CASE, HE FELT T~AT THE ~XECUTIVE 8RANCH HAS A FULLER 
UNDERSTANDING OF ARGENTINA SINCE ALL EMBASSY REPORTING IS 
AVAILA6LE TO THEM. 
2 • t C / R ,. Ht T E L,1!~ e F O ~ ,~ ) H E C O U L O N O T U N D E R S T A N L) W H Y A R G E N T I N A 
IS SI~GLED OUT REGARDING HUMAN RIGHTS ADDING THAT WHEN 
TERROPI~M IS REMOVED THE HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEM WILL DISAPPEAR. 
MENDIA FELT THAT HUMAN RI~HTS ARE, OF COURSE, IMPORTANT, BUT 
THAT NOw A DUUBLE STANDARD EXISTS IN THAT HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS IN SOME COUNT~IES CONSIOEMED IMPORTANT FdR US 
SECURITY ARE OVERLOOK~O, WHILE OTHER COUNTRIES AR£ PUNISHED. 
HE PCINTE D OUT THAT TH~RE ARE MONTONEROS OPERATI NG IN THE 
UNITtU STATES ~llH THE MISSION OF DI~CREOITlNG THE PRESENT 
APG~~Tl~E GOVER~MENT. HE SAID THAT THIS UNDER INYESTI• 
GATI0N ev THE DEPT OF JUSTICE, SINCE THEY A~E FUNCTIONING AS 
A L0~6Y GROUP WITHOUT HAVING REGlSTE~ED WITH T~E GOVERN~ENT 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH US LAWq TO HELP AkGENTlNE 1 S HUMAN RlGrlTS 
IMAGE hE FELT THAT IMPORTANT ~EDPLE SUCH AS TOD~AN SHOULD 
VISIT ARGENllNA AND NOT FOH JUST 2 DAYS. ~HILE IN ARGENTINA 

65510 

Sec. 3.3(b) (1) 

TH~Y C0ULD ObSE~VE fIPST HAND THAT THE PROBLEMS OF STREET CRI~E 
SO PMEVALtNT IN LARGE US CITIES SUCH AS WASHINGTON AHO NE~ 
YOKR~ DO NOT EXIST IN bUEN OS AIRES~ 
3 a C • ,' w~i HITiL01QP 91m) T Ht AD~1I R AL. SEE MED P.NX IOU$ TO P 1 SC USS 
T~E SUPJECT OF THE MODER4T~S VERSUS THE HARD LINERS. WHEN 
ASKE.u Af:!ullT THI: liA,VY He-. SAID THEY 'TE tJOE.lJ TO dE MORE 11 DUR0 11 
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THA I\! 11 f.lLA ND0 11 ,. A.LSO, BECAUSE OF THEIR TR,UMING, EXPfRU.NCE 
AN0 ~MALLE~ SlZE p NAVAL OFFICERS THINK VERY MUCH ALIKE A~D 
UIST! NCT FACT I ONS 00 NOT EXIST AS THEY DO IN ThE ARM1. AS f6R 
AS T~~ FQPIS M !S CO~CERNEU TriERt lS NO SPLIT ALL MILITARY ARE 
~u~ □ s ~ HO~ EVt Ri l N TrlE AREA OF LAb ON POLICY THERE A~f 
UI~TI NC T OI~FEkE NCfS~ TH~ bLA NOOS fEiL THAT THEY CAN WORK WITH 
OLD LADO~ AND POLITICAL LEADERS (MOSTLY PERONISTS AN~ 
~AUICALS) ANU BRING ABOUT NECESSARY R~FO~M. THE UUROS 
lE~PtCl ALLY THE NAVY) FEEL THAT ALL OLD POLITICAL ANO LABOR 
lEA U~RS MUST BE R~PLACED WITH AN ENTIRELY NEW GROUP OF 
LEA OERS. T~f PkESENT GOVERNMENT, AS FAR AS THE DUROS ARE 
CO NCf ~N~O, MUST bPEAK COMPLETELY ~ITH THt PA~T ANO O~VtLOP 
~E~ ~ G K ~ ~ ~ 0 L0 U~l~G LtA DEkj. HE CO~CLUDEU HY POINTING OUT 
THAT SI NCE 1W3~ THt MILITARY HAD HISTORICALLY BEEN DIVIDED 
INT O 11 HAr<0 11 ANO "·MODERATt::" GROUPS. ~HILE THE HARO LINERS 
HAV E HAD C~ ~S!UERA~LE lNFLUtNCE IN DETERMINING NATIONAL 
PGL 1C Y, THE MOO~RATES USUALLY HAVE WON OUT. 
4 • ( e / ,.r U• TEL IMJF. Ow>lj ~HEN ASKt-.D ABOUT UN IT AS OPEl-f AT IONS 
HE STATED THAT THE ARA IS HAVING TRtMENOOUS DIFFICULTY 
STAV! riG CO MS AT REAUY, THIS IS MAINLY CAUSED dY A LACK OF 
SPA~t P•RTS WHICH MUST BE ObTAINED f~DM T~E US, rlUT 
~HlCh NQ W ARl tiEI~G HELO UP, THE UtCISlON TO PARTICIPATE 
I ~ UNITAS HAS A GPEA T DEAL TO 00 WITH HAVING ARA SHIPS ANO 
AI~C~AFT AVAILABLE IN AN OPtRATIO~AL STATUS. THE SPARE 
.:H 
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PA~T~ ISSUE:: DIRECTLY EIEARS ON THE DECISIOM srNCE PARTICI• 
PATION ~EANS SCHEDULING A LARGE BLOCK OF OPERATIONAL HOURS 
FOR A TRAINI~G EXERCISE. (THE AOOITIONAL OPERATIONAL HOURS 
TRANSLATE OIRECTLY INTO ADDITIONAL SPARE PARTS REQUIREMENTS). 
~E ClTE~ ThAT THE AVIATION B~ANCH GF THE ARA IS ONLY 40 PERCENT 
UPf~ATIONAL MAINLY DUE TO SPARE PARTS SHORTAGES~ HE 
CO~CLUDED, HOWEVER, BY STATI~G THAT WITH A HISTORY OF 
PARTICIPATION IN l7 PRtVIOUS UNITAS UPERATION$p HE DID NOT 
eE~IEV~ T~AT THE S!TUAllON IN ARGENTINA HAO CHANGED THIS YEAR 
SO MUCH AS TO JEOPAQDIZE PARTICIPATIO~ FOR THE lbTH TIME~ 
t,~ (€1,;~JliiTl!k.'~iQFO~HI) CONSlf1E.RA8LE. DISCUSSION Al.SO TOOK 
PLACE OVER EXPORT LICE~SIN~ , ESPECIALLY THAT OF THi dELL 
M~LICGPTtRSo HE POIN1ED OUT THAT ACCORDING TO US LAW If 
3~ O~YS PASS ~IlHOUT CONGR~SSIONAL ACTION ONCE REQUEST IS 
RECE.IVi:.D, l't !S t..L 1TOMATICALLY ~pi;>RuVEP 0 S!NCE. CON(';RESS 
~ILL BE IN ij£CtSS DURING Trl!S PERIOD HE DOUBTED TrlAT ANY 
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ACTION ~OULD bE TAKEN TO BLOCK GRANTING THE LICENSE~ HE DID 
NOl VIEW THIS PARTICULAR APPROVAL AS A TEST CASE LEADING TO 
T~t APPROVAL OF THE OTHER PENDING EXPORT LICENSE REQUESTS OR 
FO~ i~E GUA~AN!EE OF SPARE PARTS SALES 0 HE DID VIE~ THE 
HU MPHREY AMENDMENT AS HELPFUL IN TH~T THIS GAVE ARGENTINA 
O~~ MOME YiA~ OF SECURITY ASSISTANCE TH~N THAT PROPOS~D 
bY TH~ ~~NNfOY AMENDMENT AND ANOTHiH YEAR OF DIALOG BEFO~~ 
A COMFLETE CUTOFF~ 
6 ~ ( t / ir< Hl hTLL;'l•F.lrCR!i) THE CONST ITU I ON L ~ I GHT OF OP TI ON 
111t.S ALSO DISCUSSEll Sec. 3 .3(b)(1) THIS l~!LL ElE RE.PORTED 
IN A SEPARATE IRQ 
7 0 (t'.,fl . '•1'il(tn,o,01H!) WHEN ASKED .A~OUT AMBASSADOR HIUALGU 
~OL~ 1 S KID NAPPI~G HE FELT THAT THE TERRORISTS DID NOT HAVE 
HlM~ ~c SAID THAT THERt ARE ULTRA QIGHTIST GROUPS THAT HAVt 
aC f~D UN THElR O~N 0 HE ADMITTED THAT THESE GROUPS COULD 
CONSIST Of PERSONS INSIDE OR OUTSIDE THE MILITARY AND EVEN 
THAT SGME MAVAL PERSONNEL COULD CONCEIVABLY bE !NVOLVEO~ 
~t flRMLY SAID THESE GHOUPS CANNUT BE TOLE~ATED AND MUST bE 
tLlM! t-. ATEDu 
(;OM~' t::NT~ CC/149FORtt,'iltlHJTEL) ADM MENDIA WAS VERY FRANK IN ALL 
1iI ~ Dl~CUSS~ONS~ HE APPEAREU WELL AWARE Of WHAT IS ~APPE~ING 
iN ~ASHINGTON AND ITS EFFECT ON rlIS CDUNTRYa THE ADMIRAL 
~ILL COMPLET~ HIS FIRST YEAR IN HIS PRESE~T POSITION IN J~N 
1Y78 ; ~HEThER HE WILL RETURN TO ARGENTINA AT THAT TIME 
lS UN~NOw N~ THE ONLY ACTIVE DUTY NAVY JO~ FOR HIS SENIORITY 
~DU L0 bE THAT OF NAVY CINCa ADM MASSE~A IS WELL AWARE THAT 
1h35 DYNAMIC, INTELLIGENT FLAG OFFICER HAS MUCH POTENTIAL 
t: h) lS f"ASSF.RA ; S 8IGGF.ST THREAT TO HIS P0SITI0Na IF MASSERA 
STA YS ON ANOTHER VEAR, MENUIA WILL HAVE TO STAY IN ~ASHJNGTON 
0~ TAK~ A HIGH LtVEL CABINET POS T SUCH AS FOREIGN MINISTER OR 
~INISTt~ OF SOCIAL WELFAREo SOME OBSERVERS BELIE VE THAT 
VAUM ~ENDIA WOULD 8E AN EXCELLENT CHOICE 
41:i r,-,e_ ;1FOLJRTH MAN 11 IN THE ARGENTINE GOVT, BUT THIS 
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IS V~RY UN LI~ ELY SINCE TrlE ARMY WOULD PR08ABLY BLOCK SUCH A MOVE 0 
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