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16, SUMMARY3: £€7 IR CONTINS INFORMATION THAT WAS DISCUSSED Sec. 3.3(b) (1)
[Sec. 3.3(b) (1) [WITH VADM LUIS MENODIA, | j

e

—

2%, UETAILS: 1. E/WNENTEL/NOFGR™- AFTER SPENDING A FEW
MINUTES ON NICEYIES, THE ADMIRAL LAUNCHED INTO THE MORE
SUSSTANTIVE SUBJECTS OF ARGENTINEwU,S, RELATIONS AS HE SAW
THEM FROM WASHINGTON, HE SAID HE WAS SPEAKING FRANKLY

WITH HIS CARDS ON THE TASLE? TO DO COTHERWISE, THE ADMIRAL
ADDED, WwOULD SERVE NO PURPOSE TO EITHER OF US, MENDIA

SAID THAT HE DOES NOT REPRESENT THE MILITARY OR NAVY IN HIS
JOo, TrAT IS THE NAVAL ATTACHE'S RESPONSIBILITY, HE SAID

HE REPRESENTS THE JUNTA AND THEREFORE HIS CONTACTS ARE MORE
WITH STATE DEPT, OFFICk OF THE SECDEF AND CONGRESS, HE STATED
THAT HE WAS CERTAIN THE MAIN CONCERN OF THE US GOVERNMENT
EXECUTIVE BRANCH IS5 NOT HUMAN RIGHTS RUT WHETHER ARGENTINA
WwILL BECOME A RIGHT WING DICTATORSHIP. MHE WAS NOT EXACTLY
SURE wHAT IS THE MAIN CONCERN OF THE U,S5, CONGRESS, IN ANY
CASE, HE FELT THAT THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH HAS A FULLER
UNDERSTANDING OF ARGENTINA SINCE ALL EMBASSY REPORTING IS
AVAILABLE TO ThENM,

2, tEF I FETAREFORNY HE COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHY ARGENTINA
IS SINGLED OUT REGARDING HUMAN KRIGHTS ADDING THAT WHEN
TERROFISM IS REMOVED THE HUMANM RIGHTS PROBLEM WILL DISAPPEAR,
MENDIA FELT THAT RUMAN RIGHTS ARE, OF COURSE, IMPORTANT, BUT
THAT NOw A DUUBLE STANDARD EXISTS IN THAT HUMAN RIGHTS
VIGLATIONS IN SOME COUNTRIES CONSIDERED IMPORTANT FOR US
SECURITY ARE OVERLOOKED, WHILE OTHER COUNTRIES ARE PUNISHED,
HE PUGINTED OUT THAT THERE ARE MONTONERDS OPERATING IN THE
UNITED STATES wlTH THE MISSION OF DISCREDITING THE PRESENT
APGENTINE GOVERMMENT, hHE SAID THAT THIS UNDER INVESTI-
GATIUN BY THE DEPT OF JUSTICE, SINCE THEY ARE FUNCTIONING AS
A LO3BY GROUP WITHOUY HAVING REGISTERED WITH THE GOVERNMENT
IN ACCORDANCE wITH US LAW, TO HELP AKGENTINE'S HUMAN RIGHTS
IMAGE HE FELT THAT IMPORTANT PEOPLE SUCH AS TODMAN SHOULD
vISIT ARGENTINA AND NOT FOR JUST 2 DAYS, KHILE IN ARGENTINA
THEY CLULD OoSERVE FIFST HAND THAT THE PROBLEMS OF STREET CRIME
50 PREVALENT IN LARGE US CITIES SUCH AS WASHINGTON AND NEW
YOKRK 00 NOT EXISY IN BUENQS AIRES,

3o ASARNINIEAN OG- THE ADMIRAL SEEMED ANXIOUS TO DISCUSS
THE SUoJECT GF THE MODERATES VERSUS THE HARD LINERS, WHEN
ASKEU ABOUT THE NAVY HE SAID THEY TENDED YO 8E MORE "OURQM
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THAN "RLAMDUY, ALSQ, BECAUSE OF THEIR THRAINING, EXPERIENCE
ANU SMALLER SIZE, NAVAL UFFICERS THINK VERY MUCH ALIKE AND
DISTINCT FACTIOGNS Q0 NOT EXIST AS THEY DO IN THE ARMY, AS FAR
AS Tewr{ORISM I8 CONCERNED THAERE 1S RO ABPLIT ALL MILITARY ARE
UUROE, HOREVER,; IN TrE ANKEA OF LAROx PULICY THERE ARE
DISTINCT UDIFFEHENCES, THE HBLANDUS FEEL THAT THEY CAN WORK WITH
GLU LADOR AND POLITICAL LEADERS (MOSTLY PERONISTS AND
RKAUICALS) AND BRING ABUUT NECESSARY REFORM, THE DUKOS
(ESPECIALLY YHE WNAVY) FEEL THAT ALL OGLD FOLITICAL AND LABOR
LEAUECKRS MUST BE REPLACED WITH AN ENTIRELY NEW GROUP OF
LEAVEKS, THE PRESENTY RUVERNMENT, AS FAR AS THE DURUS ARE
CONCERNED, MUST pREAR COMPLETELY WITH THE PAST AND DEVELOP
NEw FOmwaky LOUKING LEADERS, HE CONCLUGED HBY POINTING GUT
fHAT SINCE 183y THr MILITARY HAD HISTORICALLY BEEN DIVIDED
INTO '"HARD" AND "MODERATE" GROUPS, wWHILE THE HARD LINEKS

HAvVE HAD CUNSIUVERABLE INFLUENCE IN DETERMINING NATIONAL
PGLICY, THE HMODERATES USUALLY HAVE Wun OUT,

4, FCTrrit e ORNg nHEN ASKED ABOUT UNITAS OPERATIONS

HE STATED THAT THE ARA IS HAVING TREMENDOUS OIFFICULTY
STAYiIne COMEAT KEALY, THIS IS MAINLY CAUSED B8Y A LACK OF
SPart PARTS WHICH MUST Bt UBTAINED FROM THE US, SUT

AHICA NDW AkE BEING HELD UP, THE DECISICON TO PARTICIPATE

Iri UNITAS HAS A GPEAT DEAL TO DC WITH HAVING ARA SHIPS anND
AIRCWAFT AvAILApLE IN &N OPERATIONAL STaTUS., THE SPARE
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PARTS ISSUE DIRECTLY BEARS ON THE DECISIOM SINCE PARTICIw
PATION MEANS SCHEDULING A LARGE BLOCK OF OPERATIONAL HOURS
FOR A TRAIMING EXERCISE, (THE ADDITIONAL OPERATIONAL HOURS
TRANSLATE DIRECTLY INTU ADDITIONAL SPARE PARTS REGUIREMENTS),
“E CITEUL THAT THE AVIATION BRANCH OF THE ARA IS ONLY 4@ PERCENT
QPERATIONAL MAINLY DUE TO SPARE PARTS SHORTAGES, HE
CONCLUDED, HOWEVER, BY STATING THAT WITH A HISTORY OF
PARTICIPATION IN 17 PREVIOUS UNITAS UPERATIONS, HE DID NOT
RELIEVE THAT THE SITUATION IN ARGENTINA HAD CHANGED THIS YEAK
so MUCH AS TO JEQPARDIZE PARTICIPATIOM FOR THE 18TH TIME,

o SRR CONSINDERABLE DISCUSSION ALSO TOOK
PLAC: UVER EXPORT LICENSING, ESPECIALLY THAT OF The 8ELL
RELICOPTERS, KE POINTED OUT THAY ACCORDING TO US LAK IF
$n NAYS PASS WITHOUT CUNGRESSIQONAL ACYION ONCE REGUEST IS
RECEIVED, 17 IS AUTOMAYICALLY APPROVED, SINCE CONGRESS
will BE In KECESS DURING TAIS PERIUD RE DOUBTED THAT ANY
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AlTIUN wQULD BE TAKEN TO BLOCK GRANTING THE L_ICENS&-.‘° HE DID
NOT VIEw THIS PARTICULAR ARPPROVAL AS A TEST CASE LEADING TO
THE APPROVAL OF YHE OTHER PENDING EXFORT LICENSE REOQOUESTS UR
FOK THE GUARANTEE OF SPARE PARTS SALES, HE DID VIEW THE
HUMPHRREY AMENDMENT AS HWELPFUL IN THAT THIS GAVE ARGENTINA
Ot MOKE YEAR OF SECURITY ASSISTANCE THAN THAT PROPOSED
BY THE KENNEDY AMENDMENT AND ANOTHER YEAR OF DIALOG BEFORE
A CONFLETE CUTOFF,

o PRSI Ry REEERN- THE CONSTITUTIONAL KRIGHY OF OPFTION
wAa ALSO DISCUSSED [Sec. 3.3(b) (1) | THIS WILL BE REPORTED
IN A SEPARATE IR,
7 o —LETTENTEE NGO WHEN ASKED aBOUT AMBASSADOR HIDALGO
SCLa®8 KIDNAPPING HE FELT THAT THE TERRURISTS DID NOT HAVE
Hir, Mk SAID THAT THERE ARE ULTRA RIGHTIST GROUPS THAT HAVE
ACTRD ON THELR OuwN, HE ADMITTED THAT THESE GROUPS COULD
CUNSIST OF PERSONS IWNSIDE QR UUTSIDE THE MILITARY AND EVEN
THAT SOME HAVAL PERSONNEL COULD CONCEIVA&LY BE INVOLVED,
HE FIRMLY SAID THESE GROUPS CANNUT BE TOLERATED AND MUST BE
ELININATED,
COMMENT § A FffmmnnFae) ADM MENDIA WAS VERY FRANK IN ALL
H13 UISCUSSIONS, HE APPEARED WELL AWARE UF WHAT IS HAPPENING
TN WKASRRINGTOM AMD ITS EFFECT ON HIS COUNTRY. THE ADMIRAL
Witi COMPLETE HIS FIRST YEAR IN HIS PRESENMT PDSITION IN J2N
19787 wHETHER HE wILL RETURN TO ARGENTINA AT THAT TIME
I8 UnknDwh, THE OnNLY ACTIVE DUTY NAVY JOB FOR HIS SENIQRITY
wRULC BE THAT OF MAVY CINC. ADM MASSERA IS WELL AWARE THAT
THIS DYNAMIC, INTELLIGENT FLAG OFFICER HAS MUCH POTENTIAL
AWMU 1S MASSFRA'S RIGGFEST THREAT TU HIS POSITION, IF MASSERA
S5TAYS ON ANOTHER YEAR, MENDIA WILL HAVE TO STAY IN WASHINGTON
Ok TAKE A HIGH LEVEL CABINET POST SUCH AS FOREIGN MINISTER OR
MINISTER OF SOCIAL WELFARE, SOME OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT
VAUM MENDIA wWOULD BE AN EXCELLENT CHOICE
45 ThE TFOURTHR MAN® IN THE ARGENTINE GOVT, BUT THIS
IS VERY UNLIKELY SINCE THE ARMY WOULD PRORABLY BLOCK SUCH A MOVE.
THIS MSG HAS BEEN COORD W/EMBASSY, ~605—PEE—83—
BY
YRE46
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