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22. Details: (U) The documents include: a letter to the Military Junta
dated 29 Dec 1977; a petition for signature by families of persons that
have disappeared or have been detained for political reasons; an open
letter with data on previous petitions and individuals that have been
detained, or that have disappeared; a pamphlet, and a graphic depicting

the ages of persons that have disappeared. All the documents are pro-
duced by a group called, '"Relatives of Persons Disappeared or Detained for
Political Reasons'".

2. (U) The letter to the Junta, dated 19 Dec 1977, specifically addresses
the disappearance of two nuns and 15 other persons from downtown Buenos
Aires from 8-10 Dec 77. The letter criticizes that lack of control of
government security forces that either caused these disappearances, or
permitted them to occur. The letter terminates with a request to the

Junta to take whatever steps are necessary tofind all those that have
disappeared, and to clarify the status of all people that are known to be
detained by the GOA.

3. (U) The petition, which is addressed to the Military Junta, seeks:
a. A search for those citizens that have disappeared.

b. The presentation of those citizens that are being held
illegally.

¢. The liberation of those being held without cause, and/or the due
process and/or right of option to leave the country offered by the
National Constitution.

d. Trial for those that are held with cause, in accordance with the
National Constitution and the law.

4. (U) The open, unaddressed letter, informs that in addition to the
632 detainees that were denounced in a 14 Oct 77 letter, there are 282
more persons that have disappeared or have been detained. The letter
asks the military government to take the same actions ocutlined in the
petition, and outlines the number of persons that have disappeared or
are detained. The letter also states that 7,383 family members and

23,148 sympathizers have signed petitions to the military government.

5. (U) The pamphlet, which is called an "informative bulletin'", is dated
14 Oct 1977. That date, as described by the pamphlet, is Mothers Day,
and was the day in which the group presented its first petition to the
Military Junta at the National Congressional building. The pamphlet,
which is addressed to the press, describes the demonstration during
which the petition was presented. In the details of the pamphlet, the
group describes the types of people that have signed the petition, and
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seeks from the Junta the four basis actions requested in the group's other

literature.

6. (U) The graphic shows the ages of approximately 550 persons that the
group claimed had disappeared in their presentation of the petition on
14 Oct. 77. Approximately 40 per cent of the disappeared people are in
the 20-25 year group.

COMMENT: =fCCvNOPARN> The Relatives of Persons Disappeared and Detained for
Political Reasons, and the documents that the group has produced are
significant for several reasons. First, they represent an articulate
human rights pressure group that the Argentine government has apparently
decided it will or must tolerate, at least for the time being. All of
the documents from the group carry the address of the organization, which
indicates that its members do not fear reprisal enough to be forced under-
ground. If the 24,000 signatures on the petition are in fact legitimate,
(a judgment that[ ]cannot make), this organization could be the focal
point for aggregatind additional domestic pressure in support for human

rights and due process. From| —Jobservations over the past 18 months, (D)3)10US.C 424

human rights has not been, and still is not a popular issue in Argentina
domestic politics. If there continues to be mistakes and abuses by the
security forces, this type of organization could be the lightening rod for
people sympathetic to the plight of detainees, as well as for whatever
reaction the GOA may take when it feels the domestic pressure is getting
too uncomfortable. The treatment that this organization gets from the
government in the future could well be an indicator of how much heat the
GOA is willing to take for its mistakes in the past.
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.E§ en lograr un pals evanzado,prospero y feliz
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>, cesitamos P42 y la PAZ no es posible sin el amyu
JUSTICIA.
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Hacermos un culto del derecho & vivir sin temor,/
por lo cual condenzmos la violencia terrorista sin distin-

Invocamos les palabras del Excwmo.Sr.Presidente /
de la Kacidn,Tte.Gral.Jorge R.Videla,el 15.4.77:"...El tiem
po del silencio ha pasado...No hay didlogzo posible si la /
violenciz destruye la convivencia...",y de lea Declaracidn,

. del Eyiscopedo irgentino:"Recordemos que la ley es el refu
zio y proteccidn de lcs débiles y desposeidos y metro para
medir la actuacidn de todos,hcnestos y criminales,roderosocs
y desvelidos...".
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