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l(b)(3):10 USC 424 

DATE: ·December 17, 1978 

SUBJECT Political Prisoners and Human Rights 

(b)(3):10 USC 424 ;Sec. 3 3(b) (1) 

COPIES TO 

1sec 3.3(b) (1) 
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Mr. 
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Buchanan 
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Schwab 
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POL 
POL/R 
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USI. CA 
ECO 
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(b)(3) :10 USC 424 

!Sec 3.3(b) (1) Ivery disappointed with the results of 
the Red Cross Prison Program in Argentina. A number of 
months ago he could point to some examples of improvement: 
better prisoner treatment, more food made available through 
canteens, sick prisoners being treated, especially brutal 
guards having been transferred, etc . However, in recent 
months pris-on conditions and the treatment of risoners had 
reverted to revious standards. 

Sec. 3.3(b) (1 );Sec. 3.3(b) (6) 

not un 

POL:FAHarris:sz 
Drafting Office and Officer 

C OtU" 11'r!H'f IA1::i 
:>fflS 1 12/17/~B (CttJdiLI?~, Haxwell) OR M 
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Hilit.sry, s desj_:re :c- r:ierc ~'..i=ss:::.. ·,: punish tne PEN prisoners in 
. jail. Be st:.a.ted the t 'E~ :o:-~ sc-'"::. rs pose n-:) ;:h:.rect to tbe 
·gove n,rnent. ln a}rriost al::. cc::ses they ;;.re '";_~eate.rt people." 

JSec 33(b)(1) I t:r.e: ci.~;:::) :" (·:'=i'.5DC:?S ·,.;e:,-e inr.;o;.TTT-':~e.be:ns:5_bJe. 
7his wf..S not a .S2.'J2.~.:-e o·w :.:D our.:i.,i g of :t:,c. te 5' l)C '.'1 2.s j_n Bi;;fra, 
hut 2: ce.J.~·:..1J.~ ·.-.ed °!=''"'!·icy . ·1sec. 3.3(b) (1) ltbe :Reci :::>o~s ~a~_uot. 
2vs::n :rece:1veci a reD .•V tc :t ts J ::.st::.n2 of ~,r:;·,;2:~~} h \ i,,cr-~ci 01.s­
--:-ip.-::·red· -~as,., s -,·:--i ·c··· ~- ·---::.-o' s;,'y·,,:r -.- e~..=: -:·c, t·•·"' ·1·~·:··,,"' 1• 1·v oi-c:..= .... C. _, i;,;,;.. "' !.l - . _t.,. .l..-1 - -.J_ t,. J.. __ U \.., .i \;,,, . _ J _ _ .,, • · -.,1 -

ln~erior. 

Col. San Roman in ~ne Ministry of lnterior h ad assured the 
Reci Cross tr;at the ~-=•• t:ral go\1ern;;,2nt was ::.::te:re.st~,ci in im-
provi.nf j;;,.il condi-::i~:ls . !Sec. 3.3(b) (1) I c:. sll'::J1ary of 
the Red r:ross ' recc:r:·:::-,.;.:1dations for )1j_nister o± 2.-;:-, t~:-:;..or 
B2rplind guy who r-1as tc h.::ve held a m-:?et:ing of pr:i.E-on l~~c. 3-3(b) 
of :f icie.ls to discuss pri;;o:i conditions. !:-iow·evE:'.:!'." , thi.s----e-tlort 
had come to nothing and n,::iw tbe Min.ist:cy c,f :-~ "·c:s e\Ien 
um:.ble. to gi\le the Red c~:oss .2.ssu-;.·anc~Cding ,,.;-1e.·Li.;,_.=, ____ --, 

-contim:iat:i.on of tbe entire nris..on---v:t:'sit Dro ::.-c.m . 
there was st:ong opoo£ itfo~ to the ICRC 

~-;---,----,..---~__J 

visi. ts _rorn t_ e -~rmy . Corps. Co~,;:r;anci.ers: . The ~ed Cro~ s ~ad 
recently beeD re tuseo. pe-:nm .. s s 1.on to ,,~. s1. t pr:i..sons a~ f, :i.. err a. 
Chica, I·Ie.r,doza, Sc:.n Jua:i , Co.:-0oba , O:1.mo~ and Sa.JJ. Nicolas. 

jsec 3.3(b) (1) I ti-le E1ost ir:.,::i c,:rtant (?C: tion co pro-
tect th~ politic2l p=ison s rs i~ A~gentine ~2s the 6e~eJopThent 
0£ if!'.'itten st2.n d2rci.ze6 :::-·-.:!les t o g0v2 :cn p ,~::.~.on l:i fe . At the 
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present tb2.re ·,.;e:::-e no 'h':.'.ici:.en :ru:i.es. :-:-c. ch j a.i::.. anc. .::,;::,ch 
guErd ~as 2bsclute authority 2s to prjson behavior . s~me 
prisons 2.lloweci boc.1ics , ot:-)ers ;::c,-c; S ( :,e. pr:.sons £lle-,;;"' ci :r-2:i.l , 
othe:rs not; some prir,ons ailc-;.;ec v~.:= : ·:.s, ot1-Jers rio.::; !-owe 
prisons eilo-.,,ed e'.\;>2rei~e, othei·s riot. ·~·;•;e in.co,:E'.::..su~nt 
1;:r:- sou. ::.·c;.£ imes c-id not iilE.ke s2.rrse ::rorr, si t ·r1 2r the gov-ern­
m~r, t' S stir>ci?Oint, or the. dt;.t2irwes' , 

Sec. 3.3(b) (1 );Sec. 3.3(b) (6) 

Al.:!T',' I,i'.::E:r:::o : 2tior: Fae:: ).i tY 
-··----..:.-~--- -···-----------
During tbe Red Cross' r~cent visit at Villa Devoto, the 
oelega.t:es interviewed 12 recently ::ea.ppeare<i u;.e.n ·wno had been 
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members of the Executive Committee of the Partido Comunista 
Mar~ista-Leninista (PCML). This group included a numbero ~_f ___ ~ 
doctors who had been arrested at the San Justo Housing Sec. 3.3(b) (1) 
Project Clinic in April 1978 and Dr. Smith the 
of th Ar entine Ps cholo ica ~-

~-~all of these individuals reported that they had been 
held in three brick chalets located on the Tablada Army Camp 
near the Bridge No. 12 junction of the Belt Road and the 
expressway to the airport. They had been severely tortured. 
One of their members reportedly died from the lack of 
medical treatment of an infection of the wounds received 
during his interrogation. The PCML members were taken 
from the chalets and dropped off on a highway near the 
interrogc:ion facility. Within a few minutes after their 
release, r.hey were "arrested" by policemen from Precinct 
No. 8 where they ~ere taken and booked. They were then 
transferred to Villa Devoto where they are being held for 
trial before a military court. 

Prison Conditions 

Rawson Prison 

1sec. 3.3(b) (1) I conditions at Rawson have deterio-
ated drastically. The prison is suffering a financiaJ. crisis . 
Food, which before was barely adequate, is now in low supply; 
nor was there food or·milk powder in the canteen to supple­
ment the diet. The 210 male prisoners being held there are 
held in two categories instead of three as in the rest ~f 
Argentina. Fifty detainees are given the best level of 
treatment and the others, many of whom are long time 
prisonerp, are held under a hard prison regime. Correspondence 
for all the PEN prisoners is limited to a one-sheet letter 
weekly. However, most of the prisoners had neither ink, nor 
paper and envelopes to write letters. 

jsec. 33(b) (1) I 
Resistencia Prison ..-------~----- ~ 

Some 50 to• 55 PEN prisoners are held i~--e-i"~Prison. 
A number of these prisoners have b~~sentenced b military 
courts to terms of five to 21 etirs for 

~---- --~not very serious charges. 
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Cordoba Prison 

The Red Cross was refused permission -to revisit Cordoba 
Prison in December. !Sec 3.3(b) (1) ~ told that only 26 
political prisoners remain in Cordoba--1 females and 10 males, 
four or five of whom are married couples. All other PEN 
prisoners were transferred out of the Third Corps area . The 
unrecognized political prisoners (Disposicion Authoridades 
Militares - DAM) whom the Red Cross had visited before 
reportedly remain in Cordoba. The Red Cross has been in-
formed that some of these DAM r i soners will shortly be 
freed . Sec. 3.3(b) (1) General Menendez., the Corps 
Commander, a move most o t e PEN prisoners in response to 
a Ministry of Interior initiative to transfer them because 
of the especially bad treatment in Cordoba and Menendez' 
feeling that his Iailers did not control the political 
prisoners . jSec. 3.3 bp1 ) I five common l aw prisoners 
have just escaped rom Cordoba jail. 

Ezeiza Prisons 

!Sec. 3.3(b) (1) I had visited three facilities in the 
Ezeiza area--the Women's Model Prison, Uni t 19 and Unit 21. 
He had received reports that 14 disappeared persons had been 
held in Unit 19 in the August-September 1978 period. 

La Plata Prison 

1sec 3.3(b) (1) I La Plata is one of the better run 
prisons. Prisoners have sufficient proteins and the rules 
while tough are, in most cases , followed consistently. The 
major complaint in La Plata is the beatings inflicted on 
the pris9ners for minor infractions of prison rules. 

Villa Devoto Prison 

Villa Devoto presents a tougher prisoner treat ment than in 
La Plata. There is much more attention to security. The 
jail is badly overcrowded . Sixty female prisoners have 
recently heen transferred into Villa Devoto from Cordoba . 
These women have been placed on. the severest prison regime 
and have been mixed with other prisoners . 

Coronda Prison 

Sec. 3.3(b) (1) Coronda Prison as bein one of the Sec. 3.3(b) (1) 

He stated that -one o 

COWf HlEN'l'IM.; 

is goa s was to have the 
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Border Police (Gendarmeria) removed from the prison. He noted 
that his other goal, in addition to improving jail conditions, 
was to have the government resurface the clandestire prisoners 
which they were holding. 

DCM.M~n , CLE~~~~--, 

POLCd'ONS, Wl!Hallman . . 
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