DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
(e
MESSAGE CENTER

VZCZCMLT259 SNPSNE < U VI~ SN - W - VI S St W S L 7§ 1
MULT 20042
ACTION

DIAS
DISTR i
CJCS DJIS(@3) J3I(14) J5(M2) J3IINMCC SECDEF(@7) SECDEF:
ASDIISACLA) $DIA(15) NMIC
CMC WASHINGTON DC
CMC
CSAF WASHINGTON DC
CNO WASHINGTON DC
CSA WASHINGTON DC
CIA i
SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC ~
WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON DC T
NSA WASH DC i R
| FILE(Y) T~ -1

(252) pYy o~

4

4« § & 8 5 4

TRANSIT/2920352/2922022/0@1127 TOR24122a0

DE RUESBAA #07a1 2412125

INY eeet- 271

R 292”357 AUG 77

FM [(b)(3):10 USC 424

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHDC

INFO RULPALJ/USCINCSO QUARRY HTS -m_
RULPAKA/193RD INF BDE FT AMADOR CZ ;

BY

b A —NEFBRN 701 AUG 77

SUBJt THIS IS IR[(b)3)10USC424 |

1, ARGENTINA (AR)

2, l)Byiousc4a24 |

3, (U) POLITICAL = GENERAL VIOLA'S VIEWS ON CURRENT
SITUATION

4, N/A

5. 778819

6, 772826

7. 772819, BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA

8, INITIATIVE
9, {(b)3):10 USC 424
18,

4 o 7
12, & 13.1(b)(3):10USC424 | [O

PAGE ) B T~ e - L S e arntiglag

122

. v? 7
DECLASSIFIEDIN FULL TN DS,&B L‘ Si?
Authority: EO 13526 REC DL

DIA FOIA & Declassification Services Offices

Date: oct 19, 2018




DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

JOINY ZHIEFS OF STAFF
MESSAGE CENTER

PAGE 2 S-S VIS S - TR S S 20142
14, MAJ GEN ROBERT E, VIOLA

15, OIRC: NOJ

16, SUMMARY! -GANBRGRN3- ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF VIOLA, IN
CONVERSATIONS WITH CODEL, SAID SECURITY SITUATION IS

RAPIDLY IMPROVING, BUT ADMITTED THE GOVERNMENT HAD TO

EXERT GREATER CONTROL OVER SECURITY FORCES, HE ALSO

EMPHASIZED PRESIDENT VIDELA'S SINCERE CONCERN FOR THE

HUMAN RIGHTS OF ARGENTINE CITIZENS AND STRESSED THAT

VIDELA ENJOYED STRONG SUPPORT IN THE ARMY,

2, DETAILS: |, —£EsNBFERNT MAJ, GENERAL VIOLA, ARMY CHIEF
OF STAFF, WAS THE SENIOR ARGENTINE MILITARY OFFICER
PRESENT AT A RECEPTION HOSTED ON 19 AUGUST BY THE CHARGE
FOR VISITING CODEL YATROW, THE VIEWS wWHICH HE EXPRESSED
IN SEVERAL CONVERSATIONS ARE SUMMARIZED BELOwW,

2, —FENEFERNF VIOLA STATED THAT THE SECURITY SITUATION
WAS IMPROVING RAPIDLY AND THAT THE SURVERSIVES WERE ON THE
RUN, HE CAUTIONED THAT WHILE HE WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT THE
SECUKITY SITUATION wWOULD CONTINUE YO IMPROVE, HE FULLY
EXPECTED INDIVIDUAL ACTS OF TERODRISM SUCH AS BOMBINGS,
ASSASSINATIONS, AND KIDNAPPINGS TO CONYINUE, BUT AT A
REDUCED RATE,
3, —FErHOFERNMY AT ONE POINT [Sec.3.3(b)(1) |THAT THERE ARE
INDICATIONS THAT SOME OF THE RECENT MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCES
OF JOURNALISTS AND LAWYERS COULD BE ATTRIBUTED TO ACTION BY
ELEMENTS OF THE SECURITY FORCES, INCLUDING THE POLICE,

[Sec. 3.3(b) (1) WHETHER GENERAL VIOLA CONSIDERD THIS APPARENT
LACK OF CONTROL OF CERTAIN "HARD=LINE" ELEMENTS OF THE
SECURITY FORCES TO BE A SERIOUS CHALLENGE TO GENERAL

VIDELA AND HIS MODERATE GOVERNMENT, VIOLA ADMITTED THAT
THERE ARE ELEMENTS WITHIN THE SECURITY FORCES THAT AKE

TRYING TO EMBARRASS PRESIDENT VIDELA AND DISCREDIT HIS

GOVERNMENT, AND THAT THIS IS RECOGNIZED AS A SERIOUS Sec. 3.3(b) (1)
CHALLENGE. HE WANTED TO ASSURE[ }OTHEQS PRESENT,

HOWEVER, THAT STRONG MEASURES ARE BEING TAKEN TO BRING ALL
ELEMENTS OF THE SECURITY FORCES UNDER CONTROL AND THAT HE

WAS CONFIDENT THAT THIS wOULD BE ACCOMPLISHED IN A RELATIVELY
SHORT TIME,

4, AEpNGEOGRNT ANOTHER POINT STRESSED BY GENERAL VIOLA
AAS THE SINCERE CONCERN WHICH PRESIDENT VIDELA HAS FUR
THE PROTECTION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF ALL CITIZENS, HE
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REMARKED THAT HE AND TRE PRESIDENT HAVE BEEN CLOSE PERSONAL
FRIENDS SINCE THEIR DAYS AS CLASSMATES AT THE MILITARY

ACADEMY AND THAT THROUGH THE YEARS GENERAL VIDELA HAS

ALWAYS BEEN DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUY HUMAN RIGHTS =

CERTAINLY LONG BEFQRE THE SUBJECT EMERGED AS A CORNERSTONE

OF US FOREIGN RELATIONS, HE WENT ON TO PREDICT THAT WITH

THE SUBVERSIVES ON THE RUN EMPHASTIS COULD BE GIVEN TO

REBUILDING THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM AND RETURNING TO A RULE

OF LAwW,

5, —tEANOSRBRNI ONE POINT WHICH GENERAL VIDLA REPEATED IN
SEVERAL DIFFERENT CONVERSATIONS WAS THAT, IN SPITE OF
PRESS REPORTS AND RUMORS TO THE CONTRARY, GENERAL VIDELA
IS IN FIKM CONTROL OF THE ARMY AND THERE IS NO SERIOUS
CHALLENGE TO HIS AUTHORITY WITHIN THE ARMY,

COMMENT ! —£E/NOFRNr GENERAL VIOLA wAS OBVIQUSLY INTERESTED
IN TALKING WITH AS MANY MEMBERS OF THE CODEL AS POSSIBLE
AND IN GETTING HIS VIEWS ACROSS, HE RESPONDED TO ALL
QUESTIONS IN AN OPEN AND FRANK MANNER, BUT CONTINUED TO
RETURN TO THE PQOINTS REPORTED ABOVE, WHILE THERE IS
PRORABLY MORE OPPDSITION TO VIDELA WITHIN THE ARMY THAN
VIOLA wOULD HAVE US BELIEVE, THERE DOES NOT APPEAR TO

BE ANY GREAT DANGER 0OF HIS BEING OVERYHROWN, RATHER, WITH
EACH PASSING DAY IYT APPEARS THAT THE PRESENY MILITARY
JUNTA wILL CONTINUE TO GOVERN UNTIL ITS SELF=

APPDINTED TERM ENDS IN MARCH OF 1979, AT THAT TIME A NEW
JUNTA MUST TAKE POWER AND THAT MIGHT ALSD HE THE MOST
CONVENIENT TIME TO ALTER THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT, FOR
EXAMPLE, BY BRINGING IN A M"FDURTH MAN" OR INTRODUCING

SOME OTHER INNOVATION, IN THE MEANTIME,

HOWEVER, PRESIDENT VIDELA MUST ACT FORCEFULLY TO BRING ALL
OF THE SECURITY FORCES UNDER TIGHTER CONTROL, ALTHOUGH
VIOLA WAS CONFIDENY THAT THIS WOULD BE DONE IN THE SHORT
TERM, IT WILL PRURBABLY BE A VERY DIFICULT TASK AND COULD
TAKE MUCH LONGER THAN ANTICIPATED, THE ANNUAL PROMOTIONS
AND FORCED RETIREMENTS 0OF GENERALS, T0 BE DETERMINED IN
THE NEXT MONTH QR S0, WILL GIVE AN INDICAYION QF HOW
SUCCESSFUL VIDELA WILL BE IN FORCING OUT HARD LINE
GENERALS AND SUBSTITUTING MORE MODERATE ONES, THIS
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