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14. MAJ GEN ROBERT E. VIOLA 
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1 6 • SUMMAR VI ( 61 ►10 f. 9 R ~o AR HY CH IE F OF ST AF F VI OLA , IN 

CONVERSATIONS WITH CODEL, SAID SECURITY SITUATION IS 
RAPIDLY IMPROVING, BUT ADMITTED THE GOVERNMENT HAD TO 
EXERT GREATER CONTROL OVER SECURITY FORCES. HE ALSO 
EMPHASIZED PRESIDENT VIOELA 1S SINCERE CONCERN FOR THE 
HUMAN RIGHTS OF ARGENTINE CITIZENS AND STRESSED THAT 
VIDELA ENJOYED STRONG SUPPORT IN THE ARMY. 

2. DETAILS: 1. (C/HDFORN) MAJ. GENERAL VIOLA, ARMY CHIEF 
OF STAFF, WAS THE SENIOR ARGENTINE MILITARY OFFICER 
PRESENT AT A RECEPTION HOSTED ON 19 AUGUST BY THE CHARGE 
FOR VISITING CODE~ YATRON. THE VIEWS wHICH HE EXPRESSED 
IN SEVERAL CONVERSATIONS ARE SUMMARIZED BELO~. 

2. (eJNOF0R~) VIOLA STATED THAT THE SECURITY SITUATIO~ 
~AS IMPROVING RAPIDLY AND THAT THE SUAVERSIVES WERE ON THE 
RUN. HE CAUTIONEO THAT WHILE HE WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT THE 
SECURITY SITUATION WOULD CO~TINUE TO IMPROVE, HE FULLY 
E X P E CT E D l NO l V IOU AL AC TS OF TERO R l S M S ll CH AS BO M 8 I r~ GS , 
ASSASSINATIONSp ANO KIDNAPPINGS TO CONTINUE, BUT AT A 
REDUCED RATE. 
3. (E/l'OFORP11) AT ONE POINT!Sec. 3.3(b)(1) ITHAT THERE ARE 
INDICATIONS THAT SOME OF THE R~CENT MYSTERIOUS DISAPP~ARANCfS 
OF JDURNAlISTS AND LAWYERS COULD BE ATTRIRUTED TO ACTION BY 
ELEMENTS OF THE SECURITY FORCES, INCLUDING THE POLICE, 

!Sec. 3.3(b) (1) I wHt.THER GENERAi., VIOLA CONSIOERP THlS APPAR!:NT 
LACK OF CONTHOL OF CERTAIN "HARO•LINE" E~EMENTS OF THE 
SECURITY FORCES TO BE A SERIOUS CHALLENGE TO GENERAL 
VIDELA AND HIS MODERATE GOVERNMENT. VIOLA ADMITTED THAT 
THERE ARE ELEMENTS ~ITHIN THE SECURITY FORCES THAT ARE 
TRYING TO EMBARRASS PRESIDENT VIDELA AND DISCREDIT HIS 
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GOVE:RNMENT, ANO THAT THIS IS RECOGNIZED AS A SERIOUS 1sec. 3.3(b) (1) 
CHALLENGE. HE WANTED TO ASSURE I ==+-G-'f-ii&R-S>-FP-R~E~S~t=N+Tr,-___J ______ _; 
~O~EVER, THAT STRONG MEASURES ARE BEING TAKEN TO BRING ALL 
ELEMENTS Of THE SECURITY FORCES U~DER CONTROL AND THAT HE 
~AS CONFIDENT THAT THIS WOULD BE ACCOMPLISHEU IN A RELATIVELY 
SHORT TIME. 

4. (6/NOFOR~) ANOTHER POINT STRESSED BY GENERAL VIOLA 
~AS THE SINCERt CONCERN WHICH PRESJOENT VIUELA HAS FOR 
THE PROTECTION OF TH~ HUMAN RIGHTS Of ALL CITIZENS. HE 
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REMARKED THAT HE AND THE PRESIDENT HAVE BEEN CLOS~ PERSONAL 
FRIENDS SINCE THEIR DAYS AS CLASSMATES AT T~E MILITARY 
ACADEMY AND THAT THROUGH THE YEARS GENERAL VlDELA HAS 
AL~AYS BEEN DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS• 
CERTAINLY LONG BEFORE THE SUBJECT EMERGED AS A CORNERSTONE 
OF US FOREIGN RELATIONS. HE WENT ON TO PREOICT THAT WITH 
THE SUBVERSIVES ON THE RUN EMPHASIS COULU BE GIVEN TO 
REBUILDING THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM AND RETURNING TO A RULE 
OF LAW. 

5. (E/HSFQ~N) ONE POINT WHICH GENERAL VIOLA REPEATED IN 
SEVERAL DIFFERENT CONVERSATIONS WAS THAT, IN SPITE OF 
PRESS REPORTS AND RUMORS TO THE CONTRARY, GENERAL VIDELA 
IS IN FIRM CONTROL OF THE ARMY AND THERE IS NO SERIOUS 
CHALLENGE TD HIS AUTHORITY WITHIN THE ARMY. 

COMMENT: (C/~OF0RN) GENERAL VIOLA WAS OBVIOUSLY INTERESTED 
IN TALKING WITH AS MANY MEMBERS OF TME CODEL AS POSSIBLE 
AND IN GETTING HIS VIEWS ACROSS. HE RESPONDED TO AL~ 
QUESTIONS IN AN OPEN AND FRANK MANNER, BUT CONTINUED TO 
RETURN TO TH~ POINTS REPORTED ABOVE. WHILE THERE IS 
PROBABLY MORE OPPOSITION TO VIDELA WITHIN TH~ ARMY THAN 
VIOLA WOULD HAVE US BELIEVE, THERE DOES NOT APPEAR TO 
BE ANY GR~AT DANGER OF HIS BEING OVERTHROWN. RATHER, WITH 
~ACH PASSING DAY IT APPEARS TH~T THE PRESENT MILITARY 
JUNTA ~IL L CONTINUE TO GOVERN UNTIL ITS SELF~ 
APPOINTED TERM ENDS IN MARCH Or 1979. AT THAT TIME A NEw 
JUNTA MUST TAKE POWER AND THAT MIGHT ALSO ijE THE MOST 
CONV£NIENT TIME TO ALTER THE FORM Of GOVERNMENT, FOR 
EXAMPLE, BY BRINGING IN A "FOURTH MAN " OR INTRODUCING 
SOME OTHER INNOVATION. IN THE MEANTIME, 
HOWEVER, PR~SIOENT VIDELA MUST ACT FORCEFULLY TO BRING ALL 
OF THE SECURITY FORCES UNDER TIGHTER CONTROL. ALTHO U~H 
VIOLA ~AS CONFIDENT 1HA1 THIS WOULD 8E DONE lN THE SHORl 
TERM, IT WILL PROBABLY RE A VERY OJFICULT TASK AND CDULO 
TAK~ MUCH LONGER THAN A.NTICJPATEO. THE ANNUA L PROHOTIONS 
AND FORCED RETIREMENTS OF GENERALS, TO BE OETfRMINED IN 
THE NEXT MONTH OR SO, WILL GIVE AN tNnICATION OF HO~ 
SUCCESSfUL VIOELA WILL BE IN FORCING OUT HARD LINE 
GENERALS ANO SUBSTITUTING HORE MODERATE ONtS. THIS 
HSG COORD W/~MBASSY. 
i.Q$ DEC B3. 
BT 
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