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{6, SUMMARY 1. <C/~ORNI—ARGENTINE AIR FORCE (ARGAF) REACTION
YD THE PROPOSAL THAT FMS CREDIT FOR ARGENTINA BE REDUCED
BECAUSE UF ALLEGED HUMAN RIGHTS RAS BEEN GUARDED, WITH AN
UNDERLYING STRATEGY OF CONTAINING THE OAMAGE DONE TO THAT
SPECIFIC AREA OF LUS=ARGENTINA RELATIONS, THERE WAS A
GENERAL MISUNDERSTANDING DF WHAT FMS CREDITS ARE, AND A
QUICK STUDY WAS MADE OF THE ENTIRE SPECTRUM OF SALES,
TRANSFERS OF FQUIPHENT, AND TRAINING IN THE US, SOME
RESTRICTIONS HAVE HEEN PUT UnN AIR FORCE (AFSEC) (USMILGPR)
TRAVELS FOR UNLT VISITS, SUT ARGAFeUSAF PERSONAL RELATIONS
REMAIN EXCELLENT,
2. A NEFBRNF NANY IN THE ARGAF DI0D NOT UNDERSTAND THE
PRD?OSED REDUCTION AND WERE ANGRY THAT ARGENYINE INTERNAL MATTERS
SHOULD BE THE RATIONALS FOR A REDUCTION IN
FMS CREDITS, ALL SOURGCES AGREEI THAT CREDIT LEVELS ARE AN
EMTEANAL USG DFETERAINATION, BUT THEY WERE ANGRY AND HURT
WHEN {UMAN RIGHTS IN ARGENTINA, AN ARGENTINE INTERNAL MATTER,
WERE LSELD AS THE RAT[ONALE FOR THE FROPOSAL TO REDUCE
GREDITS, SOURCE A, [Sec. 3.3(b)(1)
SAID THAT INITIAL REACTIUN wAS VERY STRONG AND RECOMHENOED
RESPONSES TENDED TUWARD REMOVAL OF ThE USMILGP, REJECTING
ALL UNUSED ANU FUTURE CREDITS, AND RECALLING THE ARGENTINE
AM3ASSADUR IN WASHINGTON, IN THE DISCUSSIONS WHICH LED TO
THE FINAL POLICY DECISION, TEMPERS CUOLED AND MODERATE
CONCEPTS PREVAILED, THE GOA DECISION, IN WHICH ALL THREE
SERVICES CONCURRED, WAS TO LIMIT THE DAMGE TO THIS ONE
AREA, AND NOT TO JEOPARDIZE PAST OR FUTURE CREDITS BY
OVERREACTING, SOURCE A ALSD SAID THAT EACH OF THE SERVICES
WAS ACTIVELY STUDYING THE IMPACT OF FURTHER CUYS, AND THE
FEASIBILITY OF GOING YO OTHER SODURCES FOR WEAPONS SYSTEMS,
SOURCE ¢, [Sec. 3.3(b) (1) SATO THAT GDA FEELS
THE DECISION BY THE USG 10 ASK FOR FEWER CREDITS FOR ARGENTINA
WAS BASED ON A LACK OF UNDERSTANDING AND MISINFORMATION
ABOUT THE TRUE SITUATIOM IN ARGENTINA, HE SAID GOA WUULD
BE TAKING ACTION TO CORKECT THIS,
3. (U} SDURCE o INOICATED THAT THERE ARE MANY OFFICERS IN
THE ARGAF WHO DN MDYV KNOW THE SASIC CONCEPTS OF FMS CREDITS,
COMMERCIAL SALES, OR THE IMET PROGRAM, IN UISCUSSING THESE
MATTERS WITH SOURCE A, B AND E4— JFOUND A LACK OF UNDERw
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STANDING CONCERNING THE PRUCESS OF CONGRESSIONAL DETERMINAe
TION QOF FMS CREDITS AND THE POSSIBILITY THAY CONGRESS

COULD TAKE ACTION TO LIMIT UTILIZATION OF CREDITS ALREADY
AUTHMORIZED, BUT NOT YET USED, APPARENTLY, MANY ARGAF

DFFICERS FEEL THAT THE SECSTATE PRUPQOSAL IS THE LAST THEY

NILL HEAR QF HUMAN RIGHTS AND FMS CREDITS UNTIL THE FY79
PROPUSAL IS TO BE MADE, SODURCE D SAYS HIS CONTACTS, WHO

“ORK IN THE ARGAF AGENGCIES wWHICH DEAL WITH CREDITS AND
PURCHASES; ARE WELL AWARE OF THE TECHNICAL NUANCES OF FMS,

BUT PERHAPRS NOT AWARE OF THE CONGRESSIONAL ACTION YET TO COME,

4 —tErNOFERNT IN SEPARATE DISCUSSIONS SOURCE A,
SOURCE E [Sec 33(b) (1) AND SOURCE F

Sec. 3.3(b) (1)
[ALL EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT THE USG

ACTION HAD SERIOUSLY WEAKENED THE POSIYION OF GOA MODERATES
YIS A VIS THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE, ALL THREE STATED TYHATY
THOSE WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT IN FAVOR OR PRODUCING A
COMPLETE LIST OF DETAINEES AND PUN]ISHING PERSONNEL KNOWN
TO HAVE COMMITTED EXCESSES, ARE NOW UNABLE TO SUPPORT
THEIR VIEWS WITHQUT BEING LABELED DISLOYAL TO THEIR
COUNTRY, ALL THREE SOQOURCES USED THE EXAMPLE OF US
AMBASSADOR BRADENTS CAMPAIGN AGAINST JUAN PERON IN THE
1946 ELECTION YO EXPLAIN THE CURRENT REACTION YO THE US
HUMAN RIGHTS CHARGES, THEY SAID THAY JUST AS VOTERS

WERE CONVINCED TU VOTE FOR PERON AS A REACTION TO US
INTERFERENCE THEN, MODERATES NOW FEFL PRESSURES TO DEFEND
THE COUNTRY'S HONOR RATHER THAN SUPPURT US HUMAN RIGHTS
CONCERNS, SOURCE E AND F SAID THEY THOUGHT THIS
NATIONALIST REACTION COULD BE REDUCED wITH TIME IF THE USG
BY
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DOESNYT MAKE AUDITIONAL CHARGLES UF HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES 1IN

ARGENTINA, IF USKL ODES MAXE FURTHER CHARGES, THEY FEAR

AN INCREASED HARDENING ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS 18SUE, ANu

EXACERBATING OF GUA=USG RELATIONS o“HICH MODDERATES WILL NOUY

BE ABLE TO CONFINE TO THE HUMANW RIGHTS 1SSUE, SOURCES A

& E STATED THAY IM THELN JUDGEMENY THE LOSS GF LEVERAGE

FOR MODERATES IN THE GUA HAS SPILLED OVER INTO ALL PRASES |
OF THE NATIONAL REORGANIZATION PROCESS, ALL THREE UF |
THESE SOURCES NUTED THAT BY LUTTING BACK THE PROPGSED |
FMS CREDITS, AND INCITIWG THE GOA REACTIUN OF REJECTING ALL

FMS CREDITS FOR FY?8, 7Tnt uSG HAU LOST A GREAT DEAL OF ITS

LEVERAGE In THE HUMAN RKIGHTS DIALOGUE, IN ADDITION TO |
REVUCING THE POWER OF MODERATES WlinAln Thk GOA, THE USG HAD

FORFEITEUYU A MAJUR VEHICULE POR EXERTING PRFSSUPE THROUGH THE
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ARGENTINE MILITARY, THESE SOURCES SEE OIMINISHWEDR MDODERATE.
INFLUENCE IN GOA A8 THE MOST IMPURTANT LONG RANGE RESULY

GF THE FHS-CREDIT REQUCTIONS,

5, =tEyHOFERN= SOURCES A, B AND £ ENPHASIZED THAY THE

ARGENTINE. MILITARY IN GENERAL, AND TYHE ARGAF IN PARTICULAR,

WILL DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO MAINTAIN THE EXCELLENT

RELATIONS WHICH EXIST #ITH THEIR SISTERASERVICES IN THE

UNITED STATES, SOURCE A STATED THAT THE AFSEC IS IMPORTANT

T0 ARCAF FOR FROFESSIONAL AND OUCTRINAL REASONS, HE $AID

THE AFSEC WOULD REMAIN In ARGENTINA AS LONG A8 THE

INTERNAL POLITICAL RTACTIONS 7O LEG “IKTERVENTION In QUR

INTERNAL AFFALIRS® WOULD PERMIT, HIZ ADGED THAT ARGAF=UBAF
RELATIONS #0ULD BE JSOLATED FRO® SZCA-USH CTONFLICTS a3 MUGH

AS PUSSIBLE,; SUGGESTING THAT EVER In THE WOST EXTRENME
CIRCUMSTANCES: THE ARGAF WOULD TRY Iwn

SOME WAY TO KEER THE AFSEC I PLADE, BASED DH THE EXISTING
BILATERAL TREATY, SOURCE [ REPDRIFD ON 1@ HiR 77, HUREVER,

THAT A PROPGSED UNIY VISIT 7O AFSZIC FERSONNEL WOULD RAVE T

8E FOSTPONED UNYIL AFTER BRIG ABCSTI, CINC ARGAF, WAD AN
QRPORTUNITY YO TALK #lVd GEN MCRRIGE, VILE CHIEF CF SYAFF,

USAF On BILATERAL ISSUES CURING VMg 17TH INTER AMERICAM AIR

FORCE CHIEFS'! CONFERENCE (13«18 HMAR 12773 = PUNTA DEL ESTE,
URUGUAY), DAG AND AFSEL PEKSCGWMFL REPORT ND CWANGES IN THEIR
PERSONAL RELATIONS &ITH ARGAF COUNTERPARTS,

COMHENT | mfefmppiimiigde 25 GENTINE NATIDNEL FPRICE MHAS REEN HURT,

ON TwQ COUNTS: &) ALLEGED USG INTERFEFENCE InN A DOMESTIO ISSUS
AND B) LOMPARING ARGEWTINA WITr ETHIGEIA, SCUTH KDED A& AND

THE PAILIFPINES, THE COMFARTSON #1TH ETHIDPIA 18 QFFENSIVE

TO HANY ARGEWTINES BECAUSE ARSENTInA CCNSIDERS ITSELF ALMOGST

A DEVELOFED NATION, wHILE IT COWFIDERS EYRIDRPIA AS & PARY OF TRIBAL;
BACKWARD AFRICA, THE COUMPARISINON WITH SOUTH KOUREA AnD THE
FHILIPPINES HURTS THE ARGENTINE RATILHAL PRIDE BECAUBE 17 18

A GRAPHIC DEMUNSTRATION TO GJA UF THZ1R LEFSS0OR RELATIVE

STRATEGIC IMFCORTANCE 10 THE USB, CUNPARED T0 THE REACYION OF
URUGUAY AND HRAZIL YO FmS REDULTION3, THE G022 REACTION RAS

BEEN MODERATE AND LAREFULLY ARTICULATED 10 CONFINE THE

ISBUE, THE STRONG INITIAL INTERKRAL REACTION, AxD THME LOSS

QF LEVERAGE FOK MODERATES IN THE GO4&, LOULL XEAN A ‘

MARDENING QF POSITIONS WITHIN THE GOA ON THE HUMAN RIGKTS

ISSUE, AS WELL AS A MORE ErOTIGNAL FEACTION T2 FURTHER

USG ACTIQNS WHICH LINK HUMAL SIGNTS TD LSeARGENTINZ

BILATERAL RELATIONS, THIS BEG MHAS BEFN CONRNWIEMBAZSY
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