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1. FOLLOWI~G IS THE FINL VERSION OF THE 1980 HUHAN 
RIGHTS REPORT FOR ARGENTINA. All REPORTS ARE EMBA~G □ E, 
UNTIL CONGRESS MA KE S THEM FUBLIC. LIKE LAST YEAR WE . 
HOPE TO BE ASLE TC DISCUSS REPORT ANO GIVE COPY TO 

(b )(3) : 10 use 424 

ARGENTINE EMBASSY PRIOR TO PUBLIC RELEASE ANO, AT I 
EMBASSY'S DISCRETION, FOLLOW SA ME CCURSE WIT H HOST 
GOVERNMENT CFFICIALS IN aUENCS A!RES. HO~EVER, UNDER N 
CIPCt.:MST Al'iCES r AY THE REPORTS 3E SHdWN TO OR DISCUS SEO ' 
~ITH GOA OFFICIALS UNTIL DEPARTMENT AUTHORIZES POST TO I 
SO. DEPARTMENT DECISIONS ON THIS YEARS' MODUS OPERAND~ 

INF 0 

v -v' 

.J 

STILL FENDING; WE WILL INFORM POST SOONEST. HAR □ C ~PY dE-O_P_S _ ___ L-,~ I -- . 
TEXT Bi:I NG PJUCHED TODAY. /_, ~-- '~- ~_;; - !~ 1 -__ - --

! 1 L :, T I 
~- A •1 - ~ ;;--1--) •-
r •F • 1 •. ,c:. ·--1--,----

FOR THE PAST 25 YEA RS ARGE~TINA HAS EXPERIENCED CYCLIC~-- :-- ----

aEGIN TEXT: 

CHANGES BETWEEN CIVILIAN ANO MILITARY GOVE~NMENTS. J ____ ,4~'-

SINCE 1955 THERE HAVE BEEN SIX CIVILIAN . AND . SIX MILITARY 
PRESIDENTS. BEGINNING IN 1969, VIOLENCE MOUNTED 
STEADILY FROM THE LEFT AND THEN FROM THE RIGHT AS GROUPS 
WI TH WIDEL Y DIFFE REN T POLITICAL OBJECTIVES AND 
COfCEPTIO NS STRUGGLED FOR POWER. AS A RESULT OF THIS 
VICLE~CE AND INSTA3ILITY, BOTH CIVILIAN ANO MILITARY 
GOVERNMENTS HAVE MAINTAINED A STATE OF SIEGE FOR SOME 
TEN OF THE PAST ELEVEN YEARS. 

AT THE TIM~ THE MILITARY TOOK CONTROL OF THE STATE IN 
1976, THE SITUATION IN ARG~NTINA HA □ OETERIORATEO 
SHARPLY. COURT~ AND POLITICAL LEADERS WE~E INTIMIDATED, 
INFLATION APPROACHED 800 PERCENT, AND MANY ESSENTIAL 
PUBLIC SERVICES WERE DISRUPTED. TERRORISM HAO TAKEN 
ON BROAD DIMENSIONS: BOMBINGS, RDB3ERIES, KIDNAPPINGS 
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C AND ASSASSINATIONS FOR POLITICAL REASONS WERE COMMON 
OCCURRENCES. ORGANIZEO TERRORIST GROUPS ON 30TH SIDES 
OF THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM NUMBERE~ SOME 5,000-6,000 

( PEFS □ NS, WITH SYMPATHIZERS ESTIMATED AT AM ADDITIONAL 
15,000. T!-JE .NEW GOVERNMENT PR0"1ISE 1J TO RESTr.RE 
STABILITY, PR C :v: □ TE ECO~~QMIC RECOVERY,.__ END TE;:!RORISH 

( ANQ CORRUPTION, AND ULTI'~ATELY TO REST-QKE DEMOCRACY .. 
MAINTAINING THE STATE OF SIEGE IMPOSED IN 1974 BY 

~l PRESIDENT MARIA ESTELA PfRON, THE ARMED FORCES CLOSED 
CONGRESS, DEPOSED THE PRE~I □ ENT, ANO REPLACED All 
MEMSERS OF THE SUPREME COURT. ELECTED STATE AND LOCAL 
G □VERN~ENT OFFICIALS WERE REPLACED BY MILITARY OFFICERS, 
AN D PD L I TI CAL PA RT Y ACT IV I TI E S , INCL U DI NG T- HE RIG H T 
OF ASSEM3LY, WERE PROHIBITED. MOST. TRADE_ UNIONS WERE 
SUBJECTED TC G □VERN~ENT INTERV~NTI □ N, AND ALL STRI~ES 
'-"!ERE cA~:NED. THE SECURITY FORCES EMBARiZEO ON A 
~IOESPREAD CAMPAIGN OF VIOLENCE AIMED AT TERRORISTS 
AS ~ELL AS THOSE ELE MENTS OF SOCIETY THEY CONSIDERED 
SUBVERSIVE. MANY ~NOWN OR SUSPECTED· TERRORISTS, AS , 
~Ell AS MANY PERSONS WITH NO SU~VERSIVE RECORD, 
DISAPPEARED. MANY OTHERS WERE DETAINED 3Y THE 

r EXECUTIVE WITHGUT ANY SPECIFIC CHARGE UNDER THE STATE 
iOF SIEGE PD~ERS OF THE CONSTITUTION. IN 1978 SPOKESMEN 

NFOR Tf-1E GOVE:R~.1 r1~NT M~N□ UNCEO THAT THE WAR .ON TERRO~ISH 
c 1 ~AD BEEN WON. THE DIMINISHED THREAT FROM VIOLENCE OF 

1• 6_ THE LEFT ANO RIGHT, THE GOVERNMENT'S OWN INITIATIVES 
i, _TC\.siARD BETTERING Tf-!E HUHAN RIGHTS SITUATION, ANO ITS 

( : 

C 

INCREASING AWARENESS OF INTERNATIONAL CONCERN OVER 
ARGENTINA'S HUMAN RIGHTS IM~GE HAVE CONTRISUTED TO A 
REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF VIOLATIONS. 

THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION 1N ARGENTINA IMPROVED IN 
19EO ALTHOUGH SERIOUS PR □ aLE~s REMAINED. MOST 
SERilusLY, FUNDAMENTAL, INTERNATIONALLY-RECOGNIZED 
RIGHTS OF THE INTEGRITY OF THE PERSON HAVE BEEN VIOLATED 
THROUGH THE tONTINUE □ APPLICATION BY THE SECURITY FORCES 
GF- THE PRACTICE OF DISAPPEARANCES, ALTHOUGH AT A LEVEL 
MUCH LOWER ThAN OCCURRED IN THE FIRST TWO YEARS OF TH6 
PRESENT MILITARY REGIME. IN 1980, THERE h'ERE 28 OR 
MORE REPORTED DISAFP~ARANCES; AT LEAST 12 HAVE BEEN 
CREOI3LY DOCU~ENTED. ~OST OBSERVERS BELIEVE TORTURE 
A~D SUMMARY EXECUTION CONTINUE TC BE PRACTICED IN THESE 
CASES. 

THE MOST CAR~FULLY RECDRDE~ AND DOCUMENTED LISOF UNEX
PLAINED DISAPPEARANCES, COMPILED BY THE PERMANENT 
ASS.EMBLY FOR HUMAt-' RIGHTS IN SUOiOS AIRES, ONTA!NS 
ABOUT ~,600 CASES FDR THE PERIOD. 197_6 TO 1979. SOME 
ES TIM A TE S , HO WE VE R , PU Iii CON SIDER AB l Y HI GH E R . THERE . 1 

IS SU3STANTIAL EVIDENCE THAT MOST OF THOSE PERSONS WERE 
ABDUCTED BY THE SECUPITY FORCES ANO INTERROGATED UNDER 
TORTURE. MAl'iY OBSERVERS BELIEVE Tf-!ESE PERSONS HAVE 
BEEN SUMMARILY EXECUTED. THERE HAS BEEN NO ACCOUNTING 
FOR PAST DISAPPEARANCES. DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
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ABOUT 8,200 PERSO~S HAVE BEEN DETAINED SINCE 1974 UNOER 
.~t S~tCiAL fXECUTIVE POWERS OF T~E PRESIDENT (PEN). 
THIS NUMBER HAS BEEN REDUCED. IN 0ECEM3ER 1980 THE . 
GOVE RNMtNT AC f;.NOWLEOGEu,THAT APPROXH1'A,TELY 900 PERSCN5 
REMAIN UNDER PEN DETENTION. INCLUDING'THESE PRISONERS, 
THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS BEING HELD ON OTHER THAN 
CRIMI MAL CHARGES TOT ALEO · Ao□ UT 1,550. OF THESE, ABOUT 
600 HAO BEEN TRIED ANO CONVICTED, ANOTHER 400 WERE IN 
TRiAL STATUS, At--'. O ABCUT 550 ,- WERE BEING HELO \,,l!THOUT 
TRIAL ANO/OR CHARGES, SOME FOR MANY YEARS ~REVEN AFTER 
HAVING SERVED THEIR . SENTENCES~ GOVERNMENT IGURES 
IND IC A TE THAT THIS YEAR EIGHT NE\✓ A'RRE STS· WE RE MAOE 
UN DER THE EXECUTIVE'S SPECIAL POWERS ~NO 888 PERSONS 
WE RE REMOVED F POM PEN DETENTION. THERE CONTINUE TO 
aE RELiABLE REPORTS THAT INDIVIUUAL~ DETA.INED AS 
SUSPECTED TERRORISTS OR SUBVERSIVES ARE SUBJECT TO 

fV1FhYSICAL MISTREATMENT OURIN.G INTERROGATION. 
I 

~ THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT OF CERTAIN KINDS OF DETAINEES ..-.- ' 

. TD CHOOSE SELF-EXILE IN LIEU OF IMPRISONMENT HAS BEEN 
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CIRCUMSCRIBED THRGUGH THE IMPOSITION OF A LENGTHY 
APPLICATION AND SC~EENING PROCESS. PRISON CGNDITIONS 

HAVE IMPROVED. EARLIER PRJBLEMS OF SERIOUS MIST REATMENT 1 
OVERCRO~OING, LACK OF MEQICAL TREATMENT, IMPROPE~ FOOD, 
A~D RESTRICTIONS ON VISITS HAVE DIMINISHED. HOWEVER, 
THERE IS STILL CONCERN OVER PSYCHOLOGICAL PRESSURES 
I~ THE PRISONS WHIC~ MAY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO SOME FIVE 
SUICIDES THIS YEAR. , 

IN SEPTE"1BER 1979,- THE INTER-A->-AERICAN .HUMAN RIGHTS 
COMMISSION( IAHRC) VISITED ARGENTINA TC It-NESTIGATE HUt-.iAN 
RIGHTS ABUSES. ITS 266 PAGE REPO~T, PUBLISHED IN APRIL 
1980, DOCUMENTED SERIOUS VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
DURING THE PERIOD COVERED BY THE REPORT ·c 1976-1979 ) 1 
A~D RECOMMENDED THAT SPECIFIC ACTIONS BE TAKEN BY THE. 
ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT TO PROMOTE THE OBSERVANCE OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS. THE ARGEt\Tit--;E GOVERNMENT TOOK · EXCEPTION TO 
ASPECTS OF THE REPORT; AT THE SAME TIME IT REPORTED 
TO ThE CRGANIZATIOt'-. OF AMERICAN STATES (OAS) THE ACTIONS 

, 

@®OOwm@le~u~_M-1· -• 
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IT HAS TA~EN OR INTENDS TO TAKE TO CARRY OUT MANY OF THE 
REPORT'S RECDHHENDATIDNS. A RESOLUTION REFERRING TO THIS 
REPORT AS hELL AS TO OTHER IAHRC REPORTS ~AS ADOPTED BY 
CO~SENSUS AFTER A PROLONGED DEBATE AT THE NDVEMgER OAS 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE EXERCISE OF POLITICAL FREEDOMS 
PEMAIN CIRCU~~CRIBED BY THE PROHIBITION ON POLITICAL 
PARTY ACTIVITIES, AS S~fH, AND 3Y U!\ITATIONS ON FP.EEDOH · 
CF EXPRESSION. HOWEVER, A DIALOGUE WIJH MANY OF THE. 
NATIJN'S POLITICAL LEADERS AIMED ULTIMATELY AT REMOVING 
THESE RESTRICTIONS WAS SEGUN BY THE GOVERNMENT. POLITI
CIA NS A0iD THE PRESS SPOK.E' OUT INC REASINGLY ON THE GOVERN-· 
ME~T'S ACTIONS AND PLA~S, A~O PUBLIC DISSENT FROM THE 
GOVE~~ME NT'S DECISIONS AND OPEN CRITICISM OF ITS POLICIES 
At•:0 PRGGRAMS 1 INCLUQI1'1G THE STATEMENTS ANG ·ACTIVITIES OF 
OPPOSITION LEADERS, ~ERE REPORTED REGULARLY IN THE PRESS. 
INCREASINGLY, CIVILIAN LEADERS . □ RGA~IZED MEETINGS AND CON
FERENCES TO CONSIDER NATIONAL ISSUES. AT THE SAME TIME, 
PCLITICIA~S WERE OCCASIONALLY DETAINED ON THE GROUNDS • 
THAT THEY HAD OVERSTEPPED THE LI MI TS OF THE LAW. THE NEW 

\.._POLITICAL FARTIES LAi-J, WHICH THE GOVERNMENT HAO PROMISED 
r~□ ISSUE THIS YEAR, IS NOW EXFECTED IN 1981. THE MILi-
~ T .A RY. D E S I G N AT E D A N E 1,J M IL IT ARY P R ES I O flH F O R TH f: P E RI OD 

19 81-1984, ~HILE REITERATING ITS COMMITMENT TO RETURN THE 
COUNTRY TO CIVILIAN, DE~OCRATIC RULE. HOWEVER, AS OF THE 

· END OF 1980, NO DATE HAS BEEN FIXED FOR THAT DEVOLUTION. 

THE 1980 NOBEL PEACE PRIZE WAS AWARDED TD ADOLFO PEREZ 
ES QU IVEL, SECRETARY OF THE PEACE AN~ JUSTICE MOVEMENT, 
FOR HIS NON-VIOLENT ADVOCACY GF HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARGENTINA 
ANO ELSE~HE~E iN LATINAMERICA. HE WAS IMPRISONED IN 
1977-1978 FOR HIS ACTIVITIES. 
1. RESPE'.CT FOR THE·I~TEGRITY OF° TH E PERSON I INCLUDING .. • 
F REE Cl O M F ROM : 

A. TORTURE 

ARTICLE 20 OF THE ARGENTINE C □ NSTITUTIO~ PROHIBITS 
TORTURE. MOST OBS~RVERS HAVE CONCLUDED . THAT TORTURE 
CCNTI NUES TO 8E PRACTICED IN THE CASES OF INDIVIDUALS, 
WHO . 
OISAPPEAR AT THE HA~DS OF SECURITY OFFICIALS, ANO ARE 
PRESUMED DEAD. FORMER DETAINEES HAVE REPORTED THAT 
TORTU ~E, PRACTICEO DURING THE FIRST DAYS OF THE 
H1TERROG.~TIOI'~, TO □ r< THE FORM OF ELECTRIC SHOCK, 
IMMERSION OF THE HEAD IN WATER, MOCK EXECUTIONS, 
SEVERE 3EATINGS, ANO PSYCHOLOGICAL ABUSE. REPORTS 
FROM SOME PEOPLE DETAINED FOR NATIONAL SECURITY 
~EASONS DURING 1'980 INDICATED TH.bl PHYSICAL 
MISTREATMENT CONTINUES TO BE USED OURING THE 
INTE RROGATION PHASE. -

B. CRUEL, INHUMAN OR DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT 
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BEFORE EARLY 1979, CONDITIONS OF 1~PRISONMENT FDR THOSE 
DETAINED FOR SECURITY REASONS WERE POOR AND MEDICAL 
SERVICES WERf_PUOIME~TARY. IN APRIL 1979, THE GOVERNMENT 
DECREED UNIFORM PRISON R~GUL~TIO NS WHICH HAVE LEO TO 
A GENERAL IMPROVEMENT IN PRISON CONDI''T_IONS FOR ~OST 
CATEGORIES OF PRISONERS. MA~Y OF THE REFORMS WERE NOT 
APPLIEO TO All PRISONERS, IN PARTICULAR THOSE DETAINED 
FOR POLITICAL REASONS ANO CONSIDERED BY THE AUTHORITIES 
TO BE SUBVERSIVE OR DA ~G EROUS. WHILE CONDITIONS 
REPD~TEDLY IMPROVED FOR THIS CATEGORY FOR A TIME AFTER 
THE ISSUANCE OF THE DECREE, THEY AGAIN DET~RIORATEO 
THE RE AFTER. MANY Of THESE PRISONERS WERE DENIED 
VISITATION, COMMUNIC ATION, EXERCISl:', ANO ¥-!OR~. IN MAY 
1980, A NEW DECREE WAS ISSUE D WHICH WAS OESIGNEO TO 

· \ REDUCE ABUS ES AND DISCIPLINARY MEASURES BY PRISON GUARDS, 
~ I MPRO VE MEDICAL CARE ANO PROVIDE INCREASED FA MI LY VISITS, 
I VISITS ev COUNSEL, AND ACCESS TD READING MATERIAL, WORK 

I 

l 

(L .AND EXERCISE. INITIAL REPORTS SUGGEST THERE HAS BEEN 
I M P~□ VEME N T I N THESE AREAS. HO~EYER, CONCER N REMAINS 
ABOUT FSY CHO LDG ICAL PRESSURES AFFECTI~G PR ISCNERS, IN 
VIEW OF THE APPROXIMATELY FIVE SUICIDES THIS YEAR. 

L 

C. DISAPPEARANCES 

THE AQGENTINE PERMANENT ASSEM3LY ON HUMA N RIGHTS HAS 
"RE CO RD ED TWELVE REPORTS OF DISAPPEARANCES IN 
CI RCUMSTANCES ~HICHINDICATElHE VICTIHWASABDUCTEO 
av THE SECURITY FORCES. HUMAN RIGHTS GRGA~IZATIONS 
ALLEGE THAT A LARGER ~UMBER □ F PEO PLE DISAPPEARED -
PER~APS 28 QR MORE. MGST ARGE~TI NE 03 SERVERS aELIEVE 
THAT M~NY OF THOSE WHO DISAPPEARED HAO ACTIVE LI NKS 
TO TE~RORIST ORGANIZATIONS. THERE WERE ALSO CASES OF 
SUSFECTED TER RO RISTS BEING PLACED BEFORE THE COURTS 
WHEN, IN THE PAST, THEY MIGHT SIMPLY HAVE OISAPP~ARED. 
T~O PEOPLE WH O ~EP OR TEOLY DISAPPEARED IN 1980 ~ERE 
PAQAGUAYAN CO~MUNISTS LIVING CLANDESTINELY AS REFUGEES 
IN ARGENTINA. I 

A~~ESTY INTER~·ATIDNAL AND OTHER HUMAN RIGHTS 
O~GANIZATIONS CHARGE THAT ARGENTINE SECURITY FORCES 

.( 
'· 

( 
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PARTICIPATED IN A WIDELY PUBLICIZED DISAPPEARANCE IN 
JU~E 1980 OF FOUR ARGENTINES IN LIMAi PEPU. THE 
ARGENTINE GCVERNMENT HAS DENIED /\NY ROLE IN THEIR 
D IS AP PE A RAN CE • 

- ~ . 
THE AUTHORITIES HAVE NOT YET ACCOUNTED FJR THE PEOPLE 
VHO SISAPPEAREO IN THE PAST. GOVERNMENT SPO KESMEN HAVE 

., ' . 

SUGG!:STED THAT THE euu<. OF THE OISAPPt_AREO ARE QEAO •. 
NOTI~G THE STATEMENTS OF FORMER DETAINEES WHO REPORT 
THAT MOST OF THEIR FELLOWS . WERE EXECUTED, AS WELL AS 
LAC~ OF EVIDENCE TO THE CONTRARY, HOST OBSERVERS ALSO 
BELIEVE THAT THE GREAT BULK OF THE DISAPPEARED ARE DEAD. 

A 1979 LAW SHORTENING THE PERIOD FOR A COURT FINDING 
OF PRESUMPTIVE DEATH HAS ALL~VIATEO SOME PERSONAL 
HARDSHIPS IN LEGAL AND FINANCIAL MATTERS . FOR THE 
SURVIVORS OF THE DISAPPEARED. THE LAW DREW SHARP 
CRITICISM FROM ARGENTINE HUMA~ RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS, 
RELATIVES I Ai'!D THE EUR OPEAN P.A.RlIAMENT, BECAUSE OF FEARS 
THE GOVERNMENT WOULD MISUSE IT TO ClDSE ARBITRARILY . 
CASES OF DISAPPEARANCES. THERE HAVE BEEN NO REPORTS 
THAT THE LAW IN FACT HAS BEEN ABUSED BY THE AUTHORITIES. 

·THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOW EXPLICITLY RESTRICTED THE TERMS 
0 F THE L A'v,/ TO AS S URE · AG A I N S T POT E N T I A l OF F I C I Al MI S US E • 

\.llTHE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMHissr::rn IN ITS 1930 & REPORT HAS RECO~~MEt,;IJED THAT ARGENTINA, TO PREVENT NEW 
DISAPPEARANCES, SHOULD CREATE A CENTRAL REGISTER OF 
DETAINEES. 

O. ARBITRARY ARREST AND IMPRISONMENT 

THE AR GE N TI M E CO NS fI TUT ION , I N A RT I CL E 2 3 , E ST AB l I SH E 0. • . 
THE POWER OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH TO DETAIN ANO HOLD 
PRISONERS U~OER A STATE OF SIEGE (WHICH HAS BEEN IN 
EFFECT SINCE 1974). THE POWERS DERIVED UNDER THIS 
PROVISION, AS WELL AS THE FRIS □ NERS HELO Ul'iOER ITS 
A~THDRITY\ ARE OFTEN DESCRIBED ~ITH TH~ ADJECTIVE PEN, 

THE SPANISH ACRONYM FOR THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE POWER, 
(FOQER EJECUTivn NACIDNAL). THE CONSTITUTION PLACES 
~O EXPLICIT TIME LIMIT FOR H□ LOI~G PRISONERS U~OER THE 
PEN PO~ERS. THE SUPREME COURT, OVERRULIKG A NUMBER 
OF LOhER CGURT OECISICNS, HAS ACCEPTED SROAD ANO . 
UNSU3STA~TIATED CHARGES OF ASSOCIATION WITH SUBVERSION 
AS SUFFICIENT GROUNDS FOR INDEFINITE PEN DETENTION. 
SGME PEN PRISO~ERS HAVE BfEN IN JAIL WITHOUT CHARGE 
FOR SEVERAL YEARS -- INCLUDING A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER 
DETAINED 3EFGRE' 1976. 

. 

SINCE 1974, 5 1 200 PERSONS ACCUSE □ 6F TERRORISM DR . 
SUBVERSION HAVE BEEN DETA!NE~ UNDER THE SPECIAL 
EXECUTIVE POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT. BY DECEMBER 1980, 
THOSE HELD ON OTHER THAN COMMON CRIMI~AL CHARGES 
TOTALLED ABOUT 1,sso. OF THESE, AB04T 600 HAD BEEN 
TRIED AND CONVICTED IN MILITARY DR CIVILIAN COURTS, 

®®OOf ~ml~~: ~ ~;i 
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ANOTHER 400 WERE IN TRIAL STATUS, AND ABOUT 650 WERE 
BEING HELD WITHOUT TRIAL A~D/OR CHARGES, SOME FOR MANY 
YEAFS OR EVEN AFTER HAVING SERVED THEIR SENTENCES. 
T!-lE MINISTER CF .INTERIOR SAID 30J ARE BEING HELO . . 
\✓ ITHOUT CHARG&S. 11'• DECEMBER 1980 THE GOVER~•iMENT 
ACKNDhLEDGED THAT APPROXIMATELY 900 ~€RSCNS RE~AIN 
UNDEP PEN DETENTION. THE ARGENTikE GOVERNMENT 
l~F □ RM ED THE OAS GENERAL ASSEM3LY THAT IN 1980 EIGHT 
PERSO NS WERE DETAINED UNDER PEN PO~ERS; OF THESE, SIX 
wEPE REFERRED TD NORMAL JUDICIAL PROCEOU~ES AND TWO 
~ERE RELEASED UND ER PAROLE CONDITIONS~ THE GOVERN MEN T 
HAS SET UP A SYSTEM TO REVIEW PERICOICALLY ALL PENDING 
CASES, AND 888 PERSONS ~E~E REMOVED FROM PE~ DETENTION 
IN 19 50 . THE INTERNATIONAL COM~ITTEE OF THE REO CRO SS 
HAS MAINTAINED A REGULAR PROGRAM OF PRISON VISITS. 

l . . }' 

C 

( 
'\... 

( 

\ E. DENIAL OF FAIR PUBLIC TRIAL 
4 PERS□ NS ACCUSED OF SUBVERSION DR TERRORISM MAY BE TRIED 

IN EITHER CIVILIAN OR MILITARY COURTS. CIVILIAN CO UR TS 
FOLLOW ARGENTI~A'S CUSTOMARY LEGAL PROVISIONS REGA RDING 
OPEN ANO FAIR TRIALS. ARGENTINE LAW, · HOWEVER, REQUIRES 
WRITTEN RATHER THAN CRAL TESTIMONY, 50 THAT 11 GPEN HAS 

. A D IF F ER ENT I~ E AN I NG l~ ~ 0 D I F F E RE N T CO t-; S E Q U E t ! C E S F RO 11 

THOS E IN OTHER LEGAL SYSTEMS. THE LAW PROVIDES THA T 
THE CI VILIAN COURTS ARE INDEPENDENT, BUT THE PRESSURES 
ACCDMPA~YING TRIALS INVGLVING SUBVERSION ANO TERRORISM 
HAYE MADE IT DIFFICULT FOR THE COURTS TD MAINTAIN 
IN DE PENDENCE . • MILITARY TRIBUNALS, BEFrJRE h'HICH CIVILIANS 
MAY 8E TRIED, CONDUCT THEIR ?ROCEEOINGS IN SECRET. 
TH E OE FE NDAN TSHAVEACtESS ONLY T□ A ~ILITARY DEFENSE 
COUNSEL WHO IS USUALLY NOT A LAWYER. □ EFE~OANTS LEGALLY 

MAY BE ~EPT UNAWARE OF THE EVIDENCE AGAINST THEM IN 
BO TH MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PROCEEDINGS. THE ARGENTINE 
GDVERNMENT, I ~ ITS REPORT TO THE □ AS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 
STATED THAT I N 1980 151 PERSONS WERE SENTENCED FOR 
CRIM ES RELATEO TO TERRORISM; 154 SENTENCES WERE HANDED• 
OOw~ BY CIVILIAN CCURTS ANO THREE 3Y MILITARY COURTS. 
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LA~YERS IN THE PAST GENERALLY HAVE BEEN RELUCTANT TO 
DEFEND PEOPLE CHARGED WITH TERRORISM OR SUBVERSION, 
FEARING HARASSMENT OR REPRISALS. THE NEW YORK CITY 
BAR ASSOCIATION, FOLLCWING ITS VISIT TO ARGENTINA IN 
APRIL 1979 1 CONCLUDED TrlAT IN 1915-1978 SOME LAWYERS 
OISAPPEAREO DR 'WERE DETAINED IF THEY OEFENOEO CLIENTS 
AND CAUSES U~PQPULAR WITH THE GOVER~MENT. OVER THE 
PAST TWO YEARS, NO LAI-ME RS DISAPPEARtD OR WERE DETAI.NEO 

' FC!R SUCH REASONS I AND _IT APPEARS THAT 'THE PROFESSION 
IS OPERATING MORE SECURELY THAN IN THE PAST. 

THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS IS PROVIDED FOR IN THE 
CONSTITUTIO!\'. IN 1976, HQ\,JEVER, THE GOVER1..;!~ENT REPLACED 
All MEM3ERS OF THE SUPREME COURT AND REMOVED A NUMBER 
OF JU~GES IN LOWER .COURTS, THOUGH MOST WERE RETAINED. 
THE CCURTS HAVE OFTEN UPHELO EXECUTIVE INTERPRETATIONS 
OF LAWS AN □ OF THE CONSTITUTIGN, AND THEY HAVE NOT 
SUCCESSFULLY CLARIFIED THE FATE OF ANY OF THE 
DISAPPEARANCES BROUGHT TO THEIR ATTENTION. HOWEVER, 

-~n-iERE HAVE BEEi~ INSTANCES WHEN THE COURTS SUCCESSFULLY 
~CHALLENGED GOVERNMENT ACTIONS ANO INTERPRETATIONS OF 
~ITS POWERS. IN 1980, THE SUPREME COURT ORDER ED THE 

,·_;~.--. f:•. ,.~ :"; ' ':- . ' . ,. ~ ... . :· ,. 

COU~TS TO INVESTIGATE DISAPPEARA~CES FULLY WHEN THERE 
IS EVIOENCE SUGGESTING GOVE~N MENT FORCES MAY HAVE BEEN 
INVCLVED. IT REMAINS TC BE SEEN WHETHER 1HE LOW ER COURTS 
~ILL 8E EFFECTIVE IN CARRYING OUT THE SUPREME COURT'S 
DIR~CTIVE. • TH ~ 1930 RE?□ RT OF THE INTER-AMERICAN HUMAN 
~IGHTS CO~MISSION RECOMMENDS SPECIFIC MEASURES TO ASSURE 
LEGAL DUE PPOCESS GUA~ANTEES. 

F. INVASION OF THE HOME 

THE SANCTITY OF THE H6ME HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN 
PROTECTED 3Y A~GENTINE LAW 1 CUSTOM, ANO PRACTICE. THE 
SECURITY FCRCES, HOWEVER, HAVE OFTEN VIOLATED THAT 
SANCTITY DURING THEIR ANTI-TERRORIST AND ANTI-SUBVERSIVE 
OPERATIONS. AVAILA3LE.INFO~MATION SUGGESTS THAT 
VIOLATION OF THE HOME'S SANCTITY STILL OCCURS, ALTHOUGH 
THE NUMBER OF INSTANCES APPEARS TD HAVE DROPPED SHARPLY 
IN 1980. 

2. GOVERNMENT POLICIES RELATING TD THE FULFILLMENT 
CF SUCH VITAL NEEDS AS FOOO, SHELTER, HEALTH CARE ANO 
EDU CAT ION. 

ARGENTINA ENJOYS A HIGH STANDARD OF LIVING. IN 1979 
PER CAPITA INCOME IN CURRENT DOLLARS WAS AN ESTIMATEO 
$3,'rOO, ANO ARGE.-NTINE GOVERNMENTS HAVE -- \.iITHIN THE 
ECONOMIC CONSTRAINTS OF RECENT YEARS -- SOUGHT TD 
cot--.FRONT SOCIAL NEEDS. OF TOTAL CENTRAL GOVERNMENT . 
EXPENDITU RES IN 1979, 10.1 PERCENT WENT TO EDUCATION, 
TH REE PERCENT TO PUBLIC HEALTH A~O 'r.5 PERCENl TO HOUSING. 
INFANT MORTALITY IN 1970-79 WAS 59 PER 1,000 BIRTHS. 

., 

LIFE EXPECTANCY IS 69.4 Y~ARS. THERE IS ONE PHYSICIAN . 
FOR EVERY 530 PERSONS, AND A .HOSPIJAL BED FOR EVERY • 

i ~ , . , •. ·r ( ;· ':i [, ~ r. DECLA_SSIFIEDINFULL . 
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170. IN 1978 9~ PERCENT OF THE ADULT POPULATION WAS 

ARGENTINA TO DATE CONTINUES TD MA~TAIN CLOSE TO FULL 
EMPLOYMENT. OFFICIAL UNEMPLOYMENT IN ARGENTINA 1-.iAS 
n ,.o PERCENT Ii\ 198(;1 .ALTHOUGH s □ ~lE OBSERVERS BELIEVE 
THAT THER E IS'_SOME HIOOEN UN~MPLOY1·1cN T. ARGEt~TINA ·HAS 
TRADIT ION ALLY ENJOYED RELATIVELY EQUAL O!STRIBUTION -
OF INCOl--tE AL THOUGH IT H°AS BECOME LESS'·EQUAL IN RECENT" 
YEA KS, IN cti.RT AS A RE S.ULT OF GOVERNMENT POLICIES -
DESIG~ED TD REDUCE INFLATinN ANO REVITALIZE THE 
COUNTRY'S PRODUCTIVE secto~. TOWARD THAT ENOt THE 
GOVE~N~ENT HAS MADE AN EF FORT TO OPEN THE ECONOMY to 
EXTE~NAL COMPETITION BY LOW~RING TARIFF PROTECTION, 
REDUCING SUBSI~IES, ANO LIM I TING STATE I NVO.L VEMENT IN 
THE ECONOMY. THESE FOLICIES,i,..IHICH.GREATLY INCRESEG 
IMPDRTS AND DISCOURAGED _EXPORTS, HAVE RECENTLY RESULTED 

V'-IN A NUHgER OF 8At-;KF;UPTCIES, 8EL T-TIGHTENING FOR LOWER 
I AND SOME MIDDLE-INCOME GROUPS, A~1D GROWIN.G COMPLAINTS 

itFRO M THE PRI VATE SECTOR. THE EC-ONOMY IS CURREMTLY IN 
A PERIOJ OF PEDUCEO GROWTH. INFLATION CGNTINUES TO 
DECLINE 3UT IS STILL HIGH, RUNNI~G AT ABOUT 90 PERCENT 
FOR 1980, PARTLY BECAUSE OF DELIBERATE GOVERN MENT POLICY 
TO MAINTAIN FULL EMPLOYMENT ANO TO PROVIDE SUBSTA NT IAL 
!~C REASES IN RE AL WAGES OF PUBLIC SECTOR EMPLOYEES OVER 
THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS. THIS HAS CONTRIBUTED TO UPWARD 
FRE SSU RE ON WAGES AND PRICES THROUGHOUT THE ECONOMY. 

EDUCATION HAS BEEN FREE AND IS WIDELY AVAILABLE, THOUGH 
ThE GOVERN~ENT IS NOW MOVING TO REQUIRE TUITION FOR 
UNIVERSITY-LEVEL EDUCATION. GOVERNMENT, PRIVATE AND 
TRADE UN ION MEDICAL CARE PROG~AMS MAKE TREATME NT 
AVAILA3LE ANO AFFORDABLE TO HOST OF THE POPULATION. 

PROPERTY O~NERSHIP AND TRANSACTION IS A RIGHT OF 
CITIZENS. TH ER E IS A SERIOUS HOUSING -SHORTAGE IN 
ARGENTINA, MOST DF IT ATTRIBUTABLE TO NOW-DEFUNCT 

LEGISLATION THAT SUSTAI NE O RENT CONTROL GUIDELINES. 
THE TAX SYSTE M IS PROGRESSIVE AND TAX COLLECTIONS ARE, 

i L .1 

( 
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Il\CPtASINGLY EFFECTIVE, THCUGH COMPLIANCE REMAINS A 
PR08 LEM. 

AR GE NTrnE 1,,1CHEN GE1''E"1ALLY ENJJY EQUAL JURIDIC1H STATUS 
.~ITH MEN. WOMEN'S RIGHTS ARE NOT A CON TENTIOUS ISSUE 
I~ ARGENTI~A; AS J OB S ANO EDUCATID~Al OPPO RTU~ ITIES 1 
ALONG WITH SUP PORT SY~TEMS THAT FACilITATE THE 
SIMULTANEOUS HANDLING OF JOB ANIJ F.A.1.11'~ Y, ARI: A.VAIL ABLE, 
AT LEAST IN URB AN AREAS. SEX DISCRIMINATION IS 
PROHI3ITED IN EDUCATION, _ POLITICS, AND EMPLOYMENT. 
TRADITION ANO SOCIAL CUSTOMS STILL LIMIT ~ □~EN'S 
FA RTICIPATION IN THE ~✓ORK FORCE. • 

3. RESPECT FOR CIVIL AND POLITIC.AL LIBERTIES, INCLUDING: 

A. FREE::>OM OF SPEECH, PRESS, .RELIGION AND ASSEMBLY 
THE ARGE~TINE CONSTITUTION PROVIDES FOR THESE FREEDOMS, 
BUT THEY HAVE BEEN CIRCUMSCRIBED SINCE THE IMPOSITION 
OF THE STATE CF SIEGE IN 197~. IN 1980 1 EXERCISE OF 
FREED□~ OF SPEECH AND ASSEMBLY EXPANDED, ALTHCUGH 
POLITICAL LEADERS STILL RISK ARREST IF THEY OVERSTEP 

0 THE UI\CERTAir✓ AN') UN'.)EFINEO 130UNOS D.F Pt:RMITTE'J 
- POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND STATEMENTS. CIVILIAN POLITICAL 
bLEADERS IN 1980 COMMENTED EXTENS

0

!VELY ON TH:: 
GOVERNMENT'S FOLITICAL DIALOGUE, ON ITS FRO~ISE TO ISSUE 
A NEW LAW WHIC~ WILL ALLOW POLITICAL PARTIES TO 
REO~GANIZE AND RENEW THEIR LEADERSHIP, AND ON OTHER 
GCVERNMENT POLICIES AND ACTIONS. INCLUDED AMONG THE 
LATTER ~ERE THE ECONOMIC SITUATION AND HUMAN RIGHTS 
ISSUES, INCLUQING ACCOUNTING FOR THE DISAPPEAREQ. ON 
THE OTHER HAN~, MEETINGS CF FARTY LEADERS ARE SOMETIMES 
PROHI BITED CR DISRUPTED BY THE POLICE AND THE 
FARTICIPA~TS DE TAINED, USUALLY FQR BRIEF PERIODS. A 
REGIJNAL POLITICAL LEADER RECENTLY WAS ARRESTED FDR 
VIOLATING THE GOVERN~ENT'S BAN ON POLITICAL PARTY 
ACTIVITY, AND A SENIOR NATIONAL POLITICAL LEADER WAS 
OETAINE9 AND QUESTIONED AFTER HEREPDRTEOLY CRITICIZED 
T~~ GOVERNMENT. THE RIGHT OF ASSE~BLY FDR POLITICAL 
GROUPS HAS BEEN SUSPENDED SINCE MARCH 1976 ALTHOUGH, ' 

1_ AS NGTE □ AB OVE, THE GOVERNMENT HAS PERMITTED A GRADUAL 
!~CREASE OF ORGANIZED POLITICAL ACTIVITIES SY 
ESTASLISHED POLITICAL PARTIES. MARXIST PARTIES TD THE 
LEFT OF THE COMMUNISTS HAVE BEEN BANNED. • 

THE PRESS IS ~OT LEGALLY SUBJECT TO PRIOR CFFICIAL 
(_ CENSORSHIP EXCEPT FDR MORAL CONTENT. HO\.-/EVER 1 

I 

C 

GOVERN~ENT-IMPO{EO GUIDELINES RESULT IN SELF-CENSORSHIP. 
T~E ARGENTINE PUBLISHERS' ASSOCIATION, AFTER ITS ANNUAL 
MEETING !N 19EO, ISSUED A STATEMENT THAT "IT IS • 
IMPOSSI3LE TO STATE THAT PRESS FREEOOM EXISTS IN 
ARGENTH!A. 11 IN THE PAST, JOURNALISTS HAVE BEEN AMONG 
THE ARGENTINES WHO DISAPPEARED. • SOME ARE CURRENTLY 
UNDE R OETENTION. THE GOVERNMENT HAS INTERVE NED OR 
CONFISCATED A NUMBER OF ~EWSPAPERS 1 NOTABLY LA OPINION. 
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NEVERTHELESS, NEWSPAPERS ACTIVELY CRITICIZE THE 
GOVERNMENT IN MANY AREAS ANO REPORT THE REMARKS OF 
OPPOSITION POLITICIANS. COVERAGE OF SUCH ISSUES AS 
HUMAN RIGHTS A~D THE DISAPPEARANCES INCREASED DURING 
1980 . IN AU~~ST A DECLARATION SIGNED BY 180 PROMINENT 
AP Gci'iT INES CALLI ~JG FOR .C:LARIF IC.A. TION'-OF THE • 
\--!HEREA.30UTS OF DISAPPEARED PERSO NS WAS, PUBLISHED IN • 
A P~□ MINENT OAILY NE~SPAPER. MOST FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS 
ENTER ARGENTINA WITHOUT CENSORSHIP. 

THE ARGENTINE CONSTITUTION REQUIRES THAT THE PRESIDENT 
BE A MEMBER OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH, ~NO THE ~AJORITY 
CF AqGENTINES PROFESS THIS FAITH. OTHER RfLIGIONS ARE 
REQUIRED TO REGISTER \✓ITH THE GOVEP,NMENT;. ALL BUT THE 
JE HO VAH'S WIT~ESSES ARE PERMITTED TO FUNCTION, AND THERE 

-A RE SUBSTANTIAL MINORITY RELIGIOUS GROUPS, INCLUDING 
" A 3C0,000-450 1 000 MEMSER JEWISH COMMUNITY. THE d GOVERNMENT PUSLICLY CO N'J EMNS RELIGIOUS PREJUDICE. 

ARGENTINE JE WS HAVE WELL-DEVELOPED COMMUNITY 
ORGANIZATIONS, EXERCISE THEIR RELIGION WITHO~T 
RESTRAINTS AND PARTICIPATE FULLY IN A~GE NT INE ECONOMIC 
AND CULTURAL LIFE. THE GOVERNME~T MAI~TAINS CORRECT 
RELATIONS WITH THE JEWISH CQMMUNITY AND THERE IS NO 
EVIDENCE OF OFFICIAL ANTI-SEMITIC POLICY, ALTHOUGH 
INCIDENTS OF ANTI-SEMITISM OCCUR. DURING THE HEIGHT 
OF THE "')IRTY v:.~R" THERE WEr!E CREDIBLE r;.EPORTS OF ANTI
S~ MITI C BEHAVIOR BY THE SECURITY FORCE S A~D PERSEC~TION 
OF J E~ ISH PRISO~ERS. VIRULE NT ANTI-SEMITIC LITERATURE 
RE~AINS ON SALE IN THE COUN TRY ANO OPENLY ANTI-SEMITIC 
ATTITUJES HAVE BEEN -TOLERATED IN STATE-CON TRO LLED 
TELEVISION. SEVE~AL JEWISH SCHOOLS WERE 8 □ MaEO IN JULY 
AND AUGUST AND MQRE RECEIVED ANONYMOUS THREATS. THOUGH . 

,_ THE CULP~ITS \.•IERE ~:EVER FOUND, THE GOVERi-;MENT SOUGHT 
TO RE ASSURE A~GENTINE JEWS. 

C 
: ' . ' 
l L 1 

( 

C 

UkTIL THE END OF 1980, THE GCVERNMENT CONTINUED TO REFUSE 
TO PERMIT THE LEGAL REGISTRATION OF THE JEHOVAH'S 
~ITNESSES, WHO NUMBER APPROXIMATELY 30,000 IN ARGENTINA. 
THEIR FR □ FERTIES ANO MEETING PLACES HAVE BEEN CLOSED, 
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ANO SOME WITNESS CHILORENHAVE BEEN EXPELLEOFROM 

PROVINCIAL SCHOOL SYSTEMS FOR REFUSlN.G TO SALUTE THE 
FLAG ANG SING THE NATIONAL ANTHEM. THE SUPREME COURT 
~AS RULED THAT TWO EXPELLED PRIMARY SCH OOL CHILOREN 
SHCULD 3E All□ ~EO TD RETURN TO SCHOOL. IN DECEMBER 
1950 THE GOVERNMENT REVOKED A DECREE WHICH HAO PRECLUDED 
THE JEHOVAH'S ~ IT~ESSE~•FR□ M SEE KING ~fORMAL REGISTRATION~ 

\ 

SEVERAL HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS, UNITING ACTIVISTS 
ANO RELATIVES OF THE DISAPPEARED, HAVE PLAYED A 
SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN ARGE~TINA OVER THE PAST SEVERAL 
YEARS. SOME LEADERS OF THESE GR OU PS WERE SEVERELY 
HAPASSEG AND THREATENED IN THE PAST ANO SEVERAL 
ACTIVIsts DISAPPEARED. IN 1930 IT APPEARED THAT THE 
ORGANIZATIONS \,;ERE JPERATING IN A CLI MA TE · OF EMHANCED 
SECURITY TH OUGH THERE CONTINUED TO BE OCCASIONAL 
HARASSMENT. THE GOVERNMENT IN 1980 REAFFIRMED THE 
RIGHT OF HUMAN RIGHTS.ORGANIZATIONS TO CONDUCT THEIR 

\ AC TIVITIES FREELY, ANO PRAISED THOSE GROUPS THAT 
~ .DIRECTED THE IR EFFORTS TO WARD HU MANitARIAN RATHER 
-THAN POLITICAL GOALS. THE 11 MGTHERS OF THE PLAZA OE 

r. . ~, 

' 
' 

G~ 1·1 AYO" - - RE L.A. T IV E S O F O I SAP P E A RE D P E R SD NS - - WHO U S E 0 
TO ASSEMBLE IN FRONT OF THE ~INISTRY OF THE INTERIOR 
IN THE PL AZA DE MAYO, WERE FORCIBLY PREVENTED FROM 
USING THE PLAZA LATEIN 1978, AND IN DECEMBER 1980 A 

·- t • • • ,·.::-~ .. -~ :,: ~ti~ 

Q E t1 G NS T KA TI J N 8 Y H UM A N q I G H TS ACT I YI S TS 1 INCL U O ING 
RELATIVES GF THE DISAPPEARED, WA S BROKE~ UP BY THE 
POLICE WITH THE USE OF tONSIDERABLE FORCE. TWENTY~ 
SEVEN DEMO~STRATORS ~ERE ARRESTED. 

B. FRE ~OOM OF MOVEHENT WITHIN ~HE COUNTRY, FOREIGN 
TRAVEL, EMIGRATIO N ANO KcPATRIATIDN 

ARGENTINE CITIZENS ARE FREE TO TRAVEL WITHOUT 
RESTRICTION WilHIN THE COUNTRY AND ARE FREE TO 
EMIGRATE. MARRIED WOMEN LIVING IN ARGENTINA MUST HAVE 
THE PE~M!SSION OF THEIR HUSBANDS TC TRAVEL ABROAD WITH 
THEIR CHIL OREN IF THE HUSBAND IS NOT ACCOMPANYING THEM. 
THE ARGENTI~E CONSTITUTION PERMITS PEN PRISONERS TO ' 
CHOO SE SELF-EXILE. EXE RC ISE OF THIS ''RIGHT OF OPTION" 
~AS OENIEO BY THE CURRENT GOVERNMENT UNTIL 1978 AKO 
SU c S E Q U E NT LY R E S T RI CT ED TH RO UGH I M PL E M E NT A TI 1J N O F AN -
EXTENSIVE SCREENING PROCESS FOR All APPLICANTS. MANY 
APPLICATIO~S WERE DENIED DURING 1980 1 EVEN THOUGH THE 
APPLICANTS HELD DOCUMENTS AUTHORIZING THEM. TO ENTER 
□ THE~ COUNTRIES. OF THE -711 CASES HA ND LED THUS FAR 
UNDER THE UNITE~ STATES REFUG~E PROGRAM, 277 HAVE BEEN 
RELEASED. 

ARGENTINA HAS ACCEPTED A30UT 300 INDOCHINESE AND ELEVEN 

C LiB At~ RE F U G E ES • 
, ,. r' .• 

c. FREEDOM TD PARiICI~A~~ IN TH~ 1 P □ LITICAL PROCESS 
' . 

lt :. : ~ -~ ~ ~ ;.: -( 
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MOST ELEMENTS OF THE DE"1QCRATIC POLfTICAL 'PROCESS 
RE~AINED LEGALLY SUSFENDE9 IN 1~80. THE GOVERNMENTtS • 
DECLARED INTENTION IS TO RETURN THE NATIO~ TO 
CONSTITUTIONAL DEMOCRACY 3UT IT HAS NOT ESTA3LISHEO 
A TI MET-1.BLE FOR REALIZING THAT GOAL . . THE GOVERNMENT, 
IN LATE 1979, PROMULGATED A-"POLITICAL PLM<" CONTAINING 
BPOAQ GUIDELI~ES FOR THE EVENTUAL RETURN OF THE COUNTRY 
Tu CIVILIAN RULE. II\! 1980, UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF 
THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR, THE GOVERNMENT BEGAN A 
"D I ,b. LO GU E" WI TH MA h Y O F TH E NA TI O ~• ' S POL I TI CA L LE AD E RS • 
3Y THE END OF OCT □ :.ER, 41 MEETINGS AT THE !\ATI □ N-6.L LEVEL 
ANO 139 MEETINGS AT THE P~DVINCIAL LEVEL HAD BEEN HELD. 
AMO~G THE STATED ~URPOSES OF THE DIALOGUE IS THE 
DEV~LOPMENT OF LEGISLATION PE~MITTING THE RESUMPTION 
OF POLITICAL PARTY ACTIVITY. AS OF ~ECEMGER 1980, 
IMFL~ME~TING LEGISLATION HAD NOT BEEN ISSUED ALTHOUGH 

·Mi_HE DIALOGUE ~!ITH P□-LI-TICAL LEADERS CONTHWES. IN THE 
- M EA t-. T I .1 E , TH E M I L I TA RY :.l E S I G NATE D A NO THE R M I L I TA RY 

_d,PRESIDENT TO SERVE UNTIL M.t>.RCH 198't • . 

THE GOVERNMENT HAS SUBJECTED MAJOR TRADE UNIONS TO ITS 
I~TERVENTICN, REPLACI~G HIGH-LEVEL UNION OFFICIALS WITH 
MILITARY PERSONNEL~ AND PROHIE-ITI!l;G STRIKES. IN 1916, 
AND AGAIN IN HID-1979, DURING PERI □ CS OF LA30R TENSION, 
THE GQVERNHENT OETAINE~ A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT LABOR ' 
LEADERS (ALMOST ALL OF THESE HAVE SINCE BEEN RELEASED). 
NEVERTHELESS, STRI~ES FOR WAGE INCREASES HAVE OCCURRED, 
ANO NEARLY ALL HAVE SEEN SETTLED WITH OUT VIOLENCE. 

IN LATE 1979, AFTER MORE THAN THREE YEARS OF STUDY, 
THE GOVERNMENT ISSUED A NEW TRADE UNION ORGANIZATION 
LAw ANO LAIO THE GROUNDWORK FOR LIFTING THE SUSPENSION 
OF UNION icrrvrrrEs WHICH HAS BEEN IN EFFECT SINCE THE 
ARMED FORCES TOOK POWER IN 1976. THE LAW CALLS FOR 
THE DEFINITIVE DISSOLUTION OF THE OLO NATIONAL 
CONFEDERATION ( CGT) ANO OTHER "TERTIARY" ORGANIZATIONS 
WHICH HAVE BEEN UNDER GOVERNMENT CONTROL SINCE 1976. 
ALTHOUGH THE LAW MM.ES NO PROVISIGN FOR SUCH TERTIARY 
ORGANIZATIONS, AN INFORMAL ~ATIONAL LABOR LEADERSHIP 

• •. ·- , t ' :.: t .· - - , ~ 
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i . CDl'HINUES TD OPERATE. IT IS M:T CLEAR HHEN THE 
GOVERNMENT ~ILL LIFT THE SUSPENSICN OF THE RIGHTS TO 
STRIKE AND 3A?GAIN COLLECTIVELY. FROM THE G1VERNMENT'S 
PO I N T OF VI :: \,~ , TH E ~~ E h L A !ti I S D E S I G N ED TO I N 1 ROD UC E 
MORE GRASSRC□ rs DEM0C?ACY ANO FREEDOM OF ASSOCIATION 
F [I R T H E i,<} R :-'. Ei:~ S T H AN E ~IS T E 0 rn T HE P__A S T ; L A ·'3 0 R L E A _DE RS 1 • 

' 
0~ THE 0TH~R HAND, SEE-IT AS AN EMASCULATION OF UNION 
PC~EP, AS IT PP□ SCRIBES ALL POLITICAL ACTIVITY AND 
G~i:/'. TLY F:ES TRICTS C0l\:TR □ L· OVER SOCIAL FUNDS. THE 
PF0CE0UPAL STEPS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATI~N OF THE NEW LAW 
WILL ~OT BE CLARIFIED UNTIL THE MI~ISTRY OF LABOR ISSUES 
DETAILED REGULATIONS. THE ICFTU CONDEMNED-THE LAW AS 
A V IO L A T I O I~ m: UN I mi RIG HT S . . . 

( ALTHOUGH El'-!JOYII\G ND OFFICIAL STANDING DR RECOGNITION 
•• )' gy THE G0VEK~~MENT, SEVERAL LA.30R GROUPH/GS ARE ACTIVE 

--..IN t~ AKHl'.:3 THEIR VE:,/S KN0v/N. FOR EXAMPLE, THEY OPPOSE 
; c.,ThE GOVERMMEtH'S TRADE UtJICM LAw Of'; GROU ND S THAT IT , 
•• ~EST~ICTS FREED04 OF ASSOCIATION AND THE RIGHT TO 

ORGAN IZE AS DEFINED IN CONVENTIONS 87 ANO 98 OF THE 
r INTERNATIONAL LA BOR DRGA~IZATION CIL0) AS RATIFIED BY 

TH~ ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT. THEY ALSO OPPOSE THE NEW 
LA\-,' 'S PR0HicIT!ON AGAINST POLITICAL ACTION BY TRADE 
UNIONS. THE I~TER-A~ERICAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
HAS RECGMMENDED THE REFE AL OR AM ENDMEN T OF LAWS THAT 
PKEV EN T THt l'-:0 RMAL 0EVEL0PMEMT OF TRADE UNIONS. THE 

~ 
, ARG EN TIN~ G □VE~ NMENT INFORMED THE OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
•- THAT I~ 1930 ARGENTI~A FILED REGULAR REPORTS WITH THE 

IL □ 'S CQMMITTEE ON TRADE UNION ~REE00M, WHICH HAS NOTED 
, PROGRESS. -
i. 

4. G □ VE~NMENT ATTITUDE AND RECORD REGARDING 
( .' INTEFcNATI □ nAL AN') Nm~-G0VER~;MENTAL INVESTIGATION OF 

ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

IN LAT E 1978, THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT INVITED THE INTER
At-:ERI CAN HUMA!J RIGHTS COW1ISSION CIAHRC) TO VISIT 
h.RGE!dINA. THAT VISIT TOOK PLACE FRO M SEPTEMoER 6 TO 
20, 1979. THE CDM~ISSI0N MET WITH PRESIDENT VIDELA 
M,D QTHER HIGH-LEVEL C'FFICIALS, TOO K TESTIM0~Y FROM 
FAMILY ~EMBERS OF DISAPPEARED PERSONS AND FROM FGRMER 
PRISONERS, ANO VISITED SEVERAL PRISONS AND DETENTION 
CE~TERS. THE IAHRC RECORDED A PAST PATTERN OF WIDE-

. sen.LE HUM/.N RIGHTS A3USES, •' INCLUDING VIOLATIONS BY THE 
GOVERNME~T RE~AR0ING THE ~IGHT TO LIFE, PERSONAL 
SECURITY, FERS0~!"AL LIBERTY, DUE PROCESS, ANO FREEDOM 
OF OPINION EXPRESSION AND ASSOCIATION. THE IAHRC ALSO 
N0TE9, HOW~VER 1 THAT THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT CC0PERATED 
FULLY wITH THE C0~MISSION DURING ITS VISIT ANO, THAT 
~ITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES, FREEDOM 
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OF PELIGI0~ PREVAILS IN ARGENTINA. IT REPORTED THAT 
THERE IS ND OFFICIAL POLICY OF ANTI-SEMITISM, THOUGH 
IN SOME INSTA~ICES JEv1S HAVE BEEN THE SU3JECT OF 
DISCRI~INATI0N. THE IAHR~ OPMULATED A SERIES OF 
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RECCMKENOATIONS TO THE ARGENTINE n □ VERNMENT FOR 
CORRECTING THE ABUSES IT HAD OBSERVEO. THESE 
REC □~MENDATI □ Ns · INCLUDED TRIAL ANO PUNISHMENT FDR THOSE 
RESPONSI3LE FO~ ~EftTHS ATTRI3UTA3LE JO THE GOVERNMENT, 
Al\ OFFICIAL ACCOUHTING •fCR THE DISAPP-~ARED, EFFECTIVE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF HABEAS CORPUS PROCEDURES, PUNISHMENT 
OF T'-lCSE RESPONSIBLE FOR TORTURE, RELEASE OR TRIAL OF 
THOSE BEING HELD UNDER PEN, IMPROVE~ENT IN PRISON 
CGNDITI~NS, EFFECTIVE GUARANTEES OF LEGAL DEFENSE AND 
DUE PROCESS, RESTCRATION OF POLITICAL RIGHTS, OBSERVANCE 
OF TRtCE UNION RIGHTS, LIFTING OF PROHIBITIONS AGAINST 
J E H CV AH ' S I'/ I TN E S S E 5 , HN E S TI GA TI ON AND PUN 1 S HM ENT OF 
DISCRIMINATION AGAIKST JEWS, AN9 FKCILITATING THE 
EFFORTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS. 

~~ ARGENTINA TOO~ STRONG . EXCEPTION TO THE COMMISSION'S 
'REPCRT. IN ITS 220 PAGE RESPONSE, IT ARGUED THAT THE 

. -c□ MMISSION INFRINGED GN THE RIGHTS 01 A SOVEREIGN STATE, -d OIO NGT MEET MINIMUM STANDARDS OF JUSTICE AND OBJECTIVITY 
ANO, RATHER THAN SEEKING TO OETER~INE THE FACTS OF THE 
SITUATION, SOUGHT TO ESTABLISH ALREADY PREDETERMINED 
E~AGGE~ATED A~D INACCURATE CONCLUSIONS. THE GOVERNMENT 
CLAIMED THAT THE IAHRC'S REF □ RT FAILED TO REFLECT AN 
UN DERSTA~DING OF THE VIOLENCE AND SOCIAL UNREST EXISTING 
PRI2:. TG THE MILITARY'$ TAKEOVER NQR DID ITS CONCLUSIONS 

( 

( 

C 

REFLECT THE I MPROVE~ HUMAN ~IGHTS SITUATION AT. THE TIME 
OF THE COM MISSI ON'S VISIT. THUS, ASSERTED THE GOVERNMENT, 
WHILE ARGENTI~A DI~ NOT SEEK TO AVOID THE REPORT' 
CRITICISMS At:D HAD ,,JELCOMEO THE ·CC""MISSION'S VISIT 1 
THE REPORT LEFT A FA~SE IMPRESSION CF HUMAN RIGHTS 
CQ~JITICNS Ih AR'3ENTINA. 

THE SPECIAL IAHRC REPORT ON ARGENTINA WAS CONSIDERED 
BY THE □ RGA N IZhTION OF · AMERICAN STATES GE~ERAL ASSEMBLY 
HELO IN WASHINGTON, O.C. NOVE~BER 19 - 27, 1980. 
ARGENTI~A, IN AN !~FORMATIVE NOTE, REPORTED ACTIONS 
TAKEN IN 19aC TO IMPRGVE THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION, ' 
INCL UD I NG A GRADUAL DECREASE IN THE NUMBER OF NEW PERSONS 
DETAI~ED BY THE EXECUTIVE, ANO A SYSTEM FOR PERIODIC 

,. 
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REVIEW OF PENDING CASES, I~PR0VED PRISON CONDITIONS, 
A DECREASE IN THE NUM1 ER CF IN0IVIJUALS SAI0 TO HAVE 
DISAPPEARED ANO OFFICIAL EFFORTS TO CLARIFY THE 
CI~C~~STANCES, AN I NCREASE IN JUDICIAL EFFECTIVENESS, 
THE 0EVCLUTIDN_CF SThTE C0I\TR0LLE0 MEDIA INTO PRIVATE 
hAl\05, THE REAFFIRMATION OF THE RIGHT, OF HU t1AN RIGHTS 
C~GA.!\EATIC'r-:S TO CQNOUCT·THEIR ACTIVIT'~ES FREELY, 
COOPERATION WITH THE ILQ, ANO EFFORTS T~KEN TO RESTORE 
PCLITICAL ~IGHTS. THE 0AS ' APPR0VE0 A RESOLUTION 

I SPECIFYI~GA RGE NTI~A, AS WELL AS FIVE OTHER COUNTRIES 
IN 't:HICH HUMAi·' RIGHTS VIOLATIONS HAO BEEM DISCUSSED 
IN EIT HER THE IAHRC ANNUAL REP0PT OR IN SPECIAL REPORTS, 

( 0 ..1.txD L,~·GEO ~-1 EM8ER STATES THAT HAD NOT YET :)Q~E SO TO 
• -CCRRE CT REt1AH;ING VIOLATIONS.· ALTHOUGH THE SUBJECT 
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THE UNITED NATIONS C0M~ISSI0N ON-HUMAN RI~HTS IS CONSIDER
ING THE SITUATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN ARSE~TINA UN0ER 
ITS CCNFI0ENTIA L 1503 PROCEDURES. A WORKING GROUP ON 
JISAPPEARANCES IS INCUI~ING INTO CASES OF QISAPPEARANCES 
I~ ARGEkTINA A~0 OTHER C0UNT~IES. THE INTER~ATI0NAL 
C □ M~ITT E E 2F THE RED CROSS (ICRC) MAINTAINS AN ACTIVE 
PRCGRA~ I~ ARGENTI~A, WITH GOVERNMEN T APPROVAL, ON BEHALF 
OF It-1F RISOED FERsor-.s . THE GOVEPH·1fNT HAS USUALLY 
F~CILITATED TH~ EFF OR TS CF VARI OUS GROUPS ANO INDIVIDUALS 
SEE~Ii,G TO ·rnvESTIGATE ALLEGATIONS OF HUMAN KIGHTS A3USE. 
NU✓ SOM 
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