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1, (U) CTRY® ARGENTINA {AR) NG
2, (U) TITLEY WILITARY/POLITICAL = ARGENTINE JUNTA MEMBER S

REVIEWS GCURRENT US/ARG RELATIONS (U)
3, (U) DATE OF _INFD: 80p820 .
4, (U) ORIG!
5.. (U) REF REFST] (b)3)10 USC 424 \

6. (U} SQURCE

117t

7 o —HEANGTORNG SUMMARY) GENERAL. DMAR ((GRAFFIGNAJ), COMMANDER
OF THE ARGENTINE AIR FORCE (ARGAF) AND RULENG JUNTA MEMBER, JTATED
IN PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS {Sec. 33(b)(1) | THAT THERE STIELL:
REMAINS BASIC TIES DF FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN -US/ARG DESPRITE CURRENT.
DISAGREEMENTS. HOWEVYER, HE SPEGIFICALLY STATED HIS ODUBTS A8 TO
YHE EFFECTIVENESS OF US POLICY IN DEALING WITH PROBLEMS WITHIN

THE HEMISPHERE, PARTICULARLY WITH REGARD TQ BOLIVIA, CENTRAL
AMERIGAN, AND ABOVE ALL ARSENTINA, THE UNDERLYING TONE OF THE
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CONVERSATION WAS THAT ARGENTINA KOULD CONTINUE HER INDEPENDENT
POLICIES REGARDLESS OF US INTERESTS AND, M(ST SIGNIFICANTLY,

WOULD CONTINUE TO DEVELOP A MORE EXTENSIVE AND ACTIVE: ROLE FOR
ARGENTINA IN THE HEMISPHERE.
i

8A, TEyNOFERNE DETAILSE ON aamaa@.saoBS()() FATD A
COURTESY CALL ON GENERAL ((GRAFFIGNAJT ING THE ONE=HQUR CON=
VERBATION, GEN GRAFFIGNA REPEATEDLY EMPH#SIIED THE BASIC PHILOw~
SOPHICAL TIES BETWEEN THE US AND ARGENTINA, BASEQ ON DEMQCRATIC
PRINCIPLES AND COMPLETE DISDAIN FOR MARXIST»LENINIST IDEOLOGIES..
HE ALS0C DOWNPLAYED CURRENT FGINTS OF. FRICTION BETWEEN THE US AND
ARGENTINA, SUCH: AS BOLIVIA, GRAIN SALES TO THE SOVIET UNION,
HUMPHREY=KENNEDY AMMENDMENT, ETCo, STATING HE-FELT-THEY WERE
PRUALEMS WHIGH WOULD BE QVERCOME. WITH. TIME,.HE DID, HOMWEVER,
TAKE. THE OPPURTUNITY TO REITERATE SEYERAL: BASJC ARGENTINE.
FOSITIONS, THE FOLLOWING IS A SHORT SUMMARY OF BASIC: POINTS,.

(1) ~fe/NEFERNT THE US DOES NOT FULLY APPRECIATE THE MAGNI=

TUDE- OF THE THREAT PDSED BY MARX]8T= LENINIST MOVENENTS IN THIS
HEMISPHERE, A5 A RESULT, US I5 MIS=PLACING .IT5 TRUST IN: §0
CALLED WCENTERmLEFT®™ CANDIDATES TO STRENGTHEN DEMOCRATIC. PRO~
CESSES . IN THE DEVELOPRING NATIONS OF THE HEMISPHERE. . THE: END
RESULT OF THES "KIS-PLAKED TRUST" WILL BE A GOMMUNIST DOHINATED
"HEMISPHERE SOQUTH OF US BORDERS, THE NEAR AND LONG=TERM RESULTS
OF S POLICY CAN ONLY BE A CATASTRORHE,; IN HIS QRINION,.

(2) 4GANGEQRMY GEN GRAFRIGNA SPECIFICALLY QEALT WITH THREE

MAJOR ISSUES/AREAS WHERE HE FELT US RODLICY KAS SHORTSIGHTED AND
INEFFECTIVES CENTHAL AMERIGA, THE: CARIBBEAN, “AND BOLVIA.. IN

ALL THREE AREAS, THE INFLUENCE. QF MARXIST-LENINIST IDEULOGJCAL
GROUPS BACKED BY CUBA AND IN B0ME. CASES, ACCURDING TO GRAFFIGNA,
BY INTERNATIONAL TERRORISTS MUST BE RECOGNIZED' AND DEALT WITH
OIRECTLY,

(EJ-?E%&&F&R&}eIN-CENTRALZAMERICA, NICARAGUA, KITH CUBAN

BACKING ARD HARBURING FORMER MONTONERQ TERRORISTS, IS SEEN AS

A VERY REAL: THREAT TO STABILITY,.. THERE I8 ALSO A GREAT DEAL

OF CONGERN FOR SITUATIONS IN- El- SALVADOR, GUTEMALA, AND HONe
DURAS, THE GENERAL. IMPLIED THAT US POLICY IN THESE AREAS HWAS

To0 “SHORT-SIGHTED" AND "MBOFTY 'TO COUNTER: THE THREAT WHICH FACES
THE QEMUCRATXC FUTURE. OF THE WHDLE® AREA,

(4) ENBFBRNT- IN THE CARIBBEAN, . THE: GENERAL ADMITTED THAT

IT WAS ONLY RECENTLY THAT ARGENTINA MAD- DEVELOPED A- SIENIFIGANT
INTEREST IN THE AREA, IN FACT, .LONLY WITHIN THE LAST FEW MONTHS
HE HAD ORDERED: THE: ARGAF ON A. FACT=FINDING TOUR -OF THE: NEWER
ISLAND NATIONS. OF THE AREA, AGAIN, THE US WAS NOT EFFECTIVELY
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DEALING WITH PROBLEMS ARISING FROM LEFTIST TENDENGIES WITHIN
THE AREA,

SJ-%&f#aﬁe&wr WITH REGARD 7O BOLIVIA, GEN GRAFFIGNA CATE=
GORICALLY DENIED ANY ARGENTINE ROLE IN THE RECENT COUP, HE,
HOWNEVER, FELT THAT SINCE IT DID QCCUR, ARGENTINA HAD NO CHOICE
BUT Y0 SUPPORT BOLIVIA, HE, AGAIN; ARGUED THAT THE US EVALUATION
OF SILES ({SUAZU)) AS A "CENTEReLEFT!" REPRESENTATIVE CF A
DEVELPING DEMOCRATIC PRUCESS WAS KRONG, THE UNLY RESULT OF

A SILES SUARZD PRESIDENCY WOULD HAVE BEEN "A CUBA OR WORSE,®
(6) —tE/NOGFERNT- WLTH REGARD TD THE US EMBARGO OF GRAIN SALES

TO THE SOYIET UNION, GEN GRAFFIGNA STATED THAT IT HAD CERTAINLY
BEEN MIS=HANDLED WITH RESPECT TO ARGENTINA AND THAT IT HAD NOT
BEEN FULLY ANALYZED A5 TQ ACTUAL- IMPAGTy NOT ONLY ON THE SOVIET
UNION, BUT ON WESTERN SUPFLIERS AS WELL, HE ALSO ADVISED THE
US NOT TO ACCEPT AT FAGE VALUE THE SUPPOSED COOPERATION QF THE
WESTERN SWUPPLIERS WHO IN REALITY WERE NOT SUPPORTING THE EMBARGD
FULLY. ABOVE ALL, TO REQUEST ARGENTINA PARTICIFATE WITROUT
PRIOR CONSULTATION AND AT THE SAME TIME BERATE ARGENTINA FOR
RUMAN RIGHTS VIULATIONS WAS CERTAINLY NOT A SIGN OF CONSISTENT
FOLIEY,

(7) 4E4NBFERNT 1N SUMMARY, GEN GRAFFIGNA RESTATEQ HIS FAITH

IN CUMMDN US/ARG TIES, HOWEVER, THE US MUST BE MORE. REALLSTIG
IN CONFRONTING THE THREAT DF INTERNATIONAL COMMUNISM AND TERRDRw
ISM IN THE HEMISPHERE, ADDITIONALLY, THE US MUST CUME TO REAL=
IZE NHOM ITS TRUE FRIENDS ARE IN THE HEMISPHERE AND, "ABUVE ALL,
BEGIN TC DEAL WITH LATIN AMERICA ON A MDRE REALISTIC AND EQUIT=
ABLE LEVEL,

8B, FENFOREBNT ORIG CMTSt THE DPEN AND FRANK MANNER IN WHLCIH
THE CONVERSATION WAS HELD LEAVES LITTLE 0pUBT [Sec 3.3(b) (1) | THAT
GENERAL GRAFFIGNA'S COMMENTS WERE AN HDNEST ASSESSMENT OF THE
ARGENTINE POSITIUN VIS~=A=Y1S HEMISPHERIC AND KORLD PROBLEMS,
MOST OF WHAT WAS DISCUSSED HAS BEEN: REFORTELD IN THE PAST FROM
ALL LEVELS.; TWD POINTS WHICH DEVELOPED. FROM THE CONVERSATION
SHOULD,HONEVER, BE NOTED, FIRST, THE GENERAL'S REPEATED REFe
ERCENCE TO COMMON US/ARG FHILOSOPHICAL BONUS AND HIS DORNPLAYING
THE SERIDUSNESS OF CURRENT US/ARG QISAGREEMENTS ARE- PROBABLY

AN EFFGRT TO CALM THE RHETORIC UNTIL. AFTER THE US ELCTIUNS,
WHICH THEY PERGEIVE 70 BE A HOPEFUL TURNING POINT FOR BETTER
RELATIONS NO MATTER WHUO THE NEXT US PRESIDENT I8, SECONDLY,

IN RELATION TO THE. GENERAL'S CRITICISM OF THE AWARENESS AND
EFFECTIVENESS OF US HEMISPHERIC POLICY, wHAT WAS NOT STATED
EXPLICITLY, BUT CERTAINLY WAS APFARENT, WAS THAT ARGENTINA
INTENDS TO CONTINUE ITS. CURRENT INDEPENDENT POLXCIES BABED ON

RAGE 3 — BN DN T T A . pgL1890d

DECLASSIFIED INPART

Authority: EC 13526

DIA FOIA & Declassification Services Cffices
Date: oct 26, 2016




DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
JOINT CHEEFS OF STAFF
WESSAGE CENTER:

PAGE. 4. A B A L B . s e T 42992
ITS PERCEFTION OF CURRENT:CONDITIONS AND MQRE UR LES3 IRREw '
SPECITVE OF US INTERESTS OR POLICIES. MOST IMPORTANTLY,.
ARGENINAYS RAPIDLY DEVELDPING FOLICY INTERESTS THROUGHOUT LATIM
AMERICA, CENTRAL AMERICA, .AND- THE. CARIBBEAN WILL CONTINUE YO
EVOLVE, THIS IS A RESULT OF PRQBABLY BOTH A.-PERCEPTION OF. U8
INABELITY AND/DR UNWILLINGNESS TO .ACT-AND A DESIRE TO PLAGE
ARGENTINA AT.THE. FOREFRONT OF/ HEMISPHERIC. EVENTS AND TRENDS.
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