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THI~ 15 AN INTELLIGENCE 

1 • COIINTRY I ARGENTI NA ( AR) 
2. REPORT NUMBER• l(b)(3)1ausc 424 I m 
3. TITLEI MILITARY LEADERSHIP CRISIS 0) 
4 • l'ROJECT NUMBER I NJ A 0 
e. DATE OF INFORMATION: 790929 
&. DATE OF REPORTI 790929 
1. DATE AND PLACE OF ACDUISIT!ONI 7Q171929, BUE~os ' AIR'ES 
8. REFE~ENCES I r::/SC424 I 
9. ASSESSMENT& 
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10. ORIGINATOR: (b)(3)10USC424 

11 • ~ E G1 U EST EV A L~U~~=T=I~O~N-: ~. M~~--~ 

12 PPEPARI~G OFFlC~R: 

APPROVING AUTHORITYI 

4. SOUDCEI A. MEnIA~ LA NACION 790929 B. RADIO 
C . I(b)(3 ) 10 USC 424 I 
15~ SPE~IAL !NSTRUeTieNS, B!RC•N8 NBFBRN Te AVB!O 
E11BARRASSP1E ►H Te Hes, Sl9¥ERHl1ENT 

(b)(3 ) 10 USC 424 

(b)(3) 10 USC 424 

16. (LI) SUMMARY: THIS REPORT FORWAR:)S INFORMATION THAT 
THE II I CORPS COMMANDER ANO DEPUTY II I CORPS COMMANDER 
HAVE BEEN RELIEVED OF DUTY BY THE COMMA~DfR IN CHIEF 
OF THE ARGENTINE ARMY. THE III CORP5 COMMANDER ~AJa 
GEN LUCIANO BENJAMIN "4ENENDf!Z, HA!li BEEN REPLACED RY 
MAJ. GEN. JOSE VAQLJERn, WHO PREVIOUSLY WA5 COMMANDER OF 
V ARMY CORPS. IN A PRE•DAWN TELEGRAM, MENENnEz ASKED 
FOR COMMANDER IN CHIEF VIOLA'S RETI?EMENT, FOR HAVING 
ALLEGEDLY FAILED TO PROPERLY CARRY OUT HIS DUTY AS 
CINC OF THE ARMY. MENENDEZ' ACTION RESULTEO IN HIS 
SUBSEQUENT RELIEF OF COMMAND BY VIOLA. 

22. (U) 1. lN CORDOBA, AT 4:0QI AM LOCAL TIME, ACCl'.JROING TO 
SOURCE A, GEN MENENDEZ CALLED A PRESS CONFERENCE TO 

'58142 

ANNOUNCE THAT AT 3100 AM HE HAD CABLED A ~EOU!ST FOR VIOLA TO 
RESIGN, AT 3:4,, NOT HAVING RECEIVED A 
RESPONSE, MENENDEZ ADORESSEO THE PRF-SS CORPS TO ANNOUNC! 
THE T~XT OF THE TELEGRAM TO VIOLAI 
1. IN VIEW OF THE THE FACT THAT THE IDEA OF THE ARMV 
HAS BEEN PUT ASIDE IN FAVOR OF PERSONAL PREFERENCES NOT IN 
KEEPING WITH THE PROER INSTITUTIONALIZATION TMAT IS THE 
BASIS OF THIS PROCESS. 2. BECAUSE THE DUTY OF ERRADICATING suq. 
VERSION HAS NOT BEEN FULFILLED, CLOSING THE DOORS SO ~A~XISM 
WILL NOT RECUR IN THE COUNTRY'S FUTURE. ON THE CONTRARV, WE 
HAVE FALLEN INTO INADMISSIBLE ACDUIFSENCE. 
3. THIS PROCEDURE IS NOT IN KEEING WITH THE 
REASONS WHICH GAVE OUR MEN OF THE APMED FORCES TH~ IMPULSE 
TO ASSUME RESPONSIBILITIES AND TO PUT THE NATION RACK O~TO 
THE RIG~T PATH•SOMETHtNr. WHICH MADE ALL THE CITIZENS 
APPLAUD THE PRCESS STARTED ON 24 MAPCH 197~. WE ARE NOW 
CREATING CONFUSION, OISCOURAGEMFNT AND LOSS OF CONFIDENCE 
AMONG THE PEOPLE WHO GAVE US THEIR ENDORSEMENT TO ACT WITH 
ENERGY 4NO FIRMNESS. 
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4. ALL THE~E POINTS ARE THE EXCLUSIVE RESPONStBTLITY 
OF THE ARMY COMMANDER IN CHIEF, ANO IT IS MY UNAVOIOABLE DUTY 
AS III CORPS COMMANDER TO DEMAND THAT THIS SITUATION BE 
BROUGHT TO AN END WITM IMMEDIATE REMOVAL OF LT GEN VIOLA 
FROM HIS POST. OTHERWISEj LT GEN VIOLA WILL Bf SOLELY R~SPONSIBLE~ 
2. SUBSEQUENTLY, AN OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT, EMANATING FRnM 
ARMY HEADQUARTERS AND BROADCAST BY TELAM, WAS ISSUEDI 
"THE PUBLIC IS HEREBY INFORMED THAT BV RE50LUTION OF THE 
ARMY COMMANDER IN CHIEF, III CORPS COMMANDER MAJ GEN LUCIANO 
MFNENDEZ AND DEPUTY COMMANDER BRIG GEN JORGE MARADO~A HAVE 
BEEN RELIEVED OF THEIR DUTIES. THIS MEASURE IS BASEO ON 
THE NEED TO STR!NGTHEN THE COHESION OF THE ARMEn FORCES. ANY 
FURTHER INFORMATION ON THIS ISSUE WILL BE PROVInED BY THE ARMY CINS~" 
~. ACCORDING TO SOURCE B, MAJ GEN JOSE ANTONIO VQUERO, 
PREVIOU~ COMMANDER OF V ARMY CORPS, HAS REPLACEO GEN 
MENENDEZ AS III CORPS COMMANDER. ACCORDING TO snURCE, H~ 
IS TO TAKE UP HIS DUTIES IMMEDIATELY. ACCORDING TO SAME 
SOURCE, THE IV AIRBORNE BRIGADE, LOCATED IN COROOR.A, 
CCOMMANOED BY BRIG GEN LOUIS MARTELLA) HAS BEEN PLACED 
UNDER DIRECT COMMAND OF THE ARMY HEADQUARTERS IN 
BUENOS AIRES. SOURCE ALSO INDICATED THATTHE 8TH MOUNTAIN 
BRIGAOE, (COMMANDED BY MARIO LEPORI), ANO THE 5TH MOUNTAIN 
BRIGADE, (COMMANDER BY MIGUEL ANGEL PODESTA), HAV INDICATED 
THAT THEY WILL COMPLY WITH THE CINC'S DECISION. ALL OF 
THE ABOVE-MENTIONED UNITS ARE III ARMY CR~PS UNIT~. 
4~ A CELEBRATION IN CONNECTION WITH INFANTRY 
DAY WAS SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE TODAY, 7QAQ29, ACCORDING 

~~ 

~l~l4~~ TO ~ AO I O RE PO R T S , THE CEREMONY I S TO C O ~J T I N LIE A~ SC MED UL ED , 
L______ --,-.V"......_PRES VIOELA IS TO RE PRESENT AT THE CEREMONY~ 

CMMMENTI (C/NeFeRN) AT PRESENT, THE SITUATION WITHIN 
CAPITAL SEEMS CALM. HOURLY MEWS BROADCASTS ARE DESCRIBING 

EVENTS WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE. AN INFANTRY DAV CE~EMONY TO BE HELO 
AT CAMPO DE MAYO IS GOING AHEAD AS SCHEDULED WITH PRES. 
VIDELA IN ATTENDANCE. IT JS NOT YET KNOWN WHETHfR OR NOT GEN 
VIOLA WILL ATTEND THE CEREMONY. FURTHER, WE SENSE THAT THE 
IMPORTANCE OF TODAY'S EVENTS IS BEING DELIBERATELY DOWNPLAYED 
BY THE r.ov. 
B. (e/NOF8RN) ALL OF THE BRIG•DE COMMANDERS MENFN"EZ WERE 
REPORTEOLY HAND PICKED BY VIOLA BECAUSE OF THEIP LOYALTY. 
AT PRES~NT, THIS WOULD PRECLUDE MENENDEZ FROM CLAIMING THAT 
HE HAS THE SUPPORT OF THE SENIOR OFFICER UNDER HIS FORMER 
COMMAND. 
c. re,NeFORN) VAQUERO IS ALOYAL VIOLA SUPPORTER 

PAGE J 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
DIA FOIA& Declassification Services Offices 
Date: Oct 19, 2018 

C 9 N F I B E N T I A L 001u101 

1/5 



DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JOINT CHIEf'; Of STMF 

MESSAGE CENTER 

PAGE .4 C: 0 N F J' D f ~ T I A L '38142 
AND PLACE HlM IN CC~HMANO OF I!I COPFS WOULD 
FllRTHFR ENHANCE •JtoLA l S POWER BASE WITHIN II! CC.,RPS., LATE it40RO 
H A S B 1: t ~-I R E C E ! V E D ; H A T N O S P E C H L S E C IJ R l T V M E A S l I P F S A P. E 8 E I N G 
TAKEN., AND A:..L ARrlY tJNITS ARE DEMC:N~rRAT!"IG CALMo i..A PAMf'A:-
THE EAT OF A CAVALRV UNIT, ~EPOR'\"S THE' ~!":'llhTION AS 
NORMAL. SALTA~ WHICH TS THE SEAT nF ANOTHER CAVALRY UNITj 
REPORTS THE SITUAT:ON AS NORMAL 0 TUrUHAN1 WHICH IS THE SEAT C~ 
A !TT CORPS INrAN,RY BRIGADE, PEPORTS iHAT !NFANTPV DAV CEREMCNIES 
ARE TAK!NG PLACE AS SCHEDULED. 
D. (C/N6FSRN) THE EVENTS WHICH HAVE TAK~N PLACE WITHIN THE 
LAST WEEK•TIMERMA~!S RELEASE, TALK OF FrRMEP p~~s CA~PO~A'S 
POSSIRLF. RELEASE, ALONG WITH iHF TEPRDRIST ATTArK ON A MEMBER oF 
THE ECONOMY MINISTRYPHAVE CREATED nrSUNITY AMONG THF ARMV 
HIERARCHY. MENENDEZi ACTIONS ARE APPARENTLY A CUL~INATION OF 
HIS FEELINGS OF DISCONTENT TOWARns VIQLA'S HANDLING OF THESE QECENT 
EVENTS. SUAREZ MASON 1 S POSITION ON THESE ~ATTER 15 UNKNOWN 
AT THIS TIME. 
AME~BASSY COORDINATED. DECL/REVW 2g SE? 85 
BT 
ltl'l20l9 
ANNOTES 
HAC 117 
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