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OF THE PERON ADMINISTRATION ARE NOW OPENLY SUGGESTING THAT
IT MIGHT TAKE PLACE VERY SOON, ONE RELIABLE SOURCE

STATED THAT IT IS QUITE POSSIBLE THAT THE PERON REGIME

MAy BE KEMOVED BY THE END OF THE YEAR AND PROBABLY NO LATER

THAN THE BEGINNING OF MAR 76, RCE IF IT WAS
TRUE, AS MANY HAVE SAID, THAT ARMY AT PRESENT HAS NOD Sec. 3.3(b) (1)

POST=COUP CONTINGENCY PLANS FOR THE GOVERNMENT, HE LAUGHED

AND STATED THAT A COMPLICATED PLAN WAS NOT REQUIRED, SUGGESTED
THAT ARMY WAS WURKING ON THE PROBLEM, AND ALLUDED YO THE

Facy THAT BG AZPITARTE AND HIS STAFF WERE INVOLVED IN THESE
ACTIVITIES, GEN AZPITARTE HAS CREATED A SIZEABLE

ORGANIZATION SINCE HIS APPOINTMENT AS THE SECRETARY

OF THE GENERAL COMMAND SEVERAL MONTHS AGO, (THE SECRETARIAT
REPORTEDLY KESPCNDS DIRECTLY TO THE ARMY COMMANDER ON
POLYTICAL/MILITARY AFFAIRS), IT IS REPORTED THAT HE COULD

NOT WAIT FOR THE TERMINATION GF THE PRESTIGIOUS NATIONAL

DEFENSE COLLEGE (SIMILAR TO NWC) AY THE ENND OF THE YEAR AND

HAaD ONE OF ITS MEHBERS PREMATURELY REASSIGNED TO HIS STAFF PRIDOR
To GRADUATION,

2 , efelGliieip ety SOURCE WAS ASKED ¥WH0 MIGHT LEAD A MILITARY
GOVERNMENT SHOULD MRS PERGN BE QUSTED, HE STATED THAT THE MOST
PROMISING CANDIDATE WAS MAJOR GENERAL (RETIRED) ALCIDES LOPEZ
AUFRANC (LOPEZ AUFRANC RECENTLY APPEARD ON A TV TALK SHOW

AND SPCKE 0UY STRONGLY OF THE MILITARY'S RESPONSIBILITY YO

MpveE IN THE EVENY THE GGVERNMENT FELL INTO CHAOS.) SOURCE
STATED THAY A SECOND POSSIBILITY IS BG LUCYIANU MENENDEZ,

CURRENT III CORFS COMMANDER, GEn MENENDEZ HAS BEEN RESPONSIBLE
FOR THE ARMY'S COIN CPERATION IN TUCUMAN, SINCE TYHE DEPARTURE
OF RG DELIA LAST AUGUST. HE SUGGESTED AS A DARK HURSE CANDIDATE,
BG ANTONIO BUSSI, COMMANDER OF THE X INFANTRY BRIGADE IN
PALERMO, GENM BUSSI 1S Oiv TAP TO COMMAND THE V INFANTRY

BRIGADE IN TUCUMAN NEXT MONTH, BUSSI IS REGARDED AS AN
INTELLIGENT AND CUMFETENT OFFICER BY THE SNURCE BUT IS
CONSIDERED A THIRD CHOICE BECAUSE OF HIS AGE (HE IS A VERY
JUNTOR GENERAL GFFILER).

N A= R e am-asaz B 'Sec. 3.3(b) (1) |

I [OF HIS CONCERN OVER THE PRESENT
POLTITICAL SITUATION., SOURCE, LIKE MANY MILITARY, HOPES THAT

THE ELECTIONS IN 1976 WILL COME TQ PASS, BUT DOUBTS THAT THE
PERONISTS CaN SURVIVE UNTIL THAT TIME, HE COMPARES THE CURRENT
REGIME TU A SINKING SHAIP I[N HEAVY SEAS wITHOUT A CAPTAIN OR CREW,
HE DESCRIBES THE ADMINISTKATION, AS WELL AS THE CONGRESS AS A
MOR OF UNPRINCIPLED, CORRUPT POLITICIANS WHO LACK A SENSE OF
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RESPONSIBILITY TOWARD THE NATION, HE BELIEVES THAT THE MILITARY
DOES NOT REALLY WANT TO TAKE OVER THE GOVERNMENT, BUT MAY BE
FERCED BY EVENTS TO DO SO,

4 R INREsNGESR) COMMENT: NERVOUSNESS IS INDEED INCREASING
AS MILITARY AND REPRESENTATIVES FROM OTHER SECTORS SPEAK OPENLY
ABQUT THE poSSIBILITY OF A “GOLPE", UNTIL RECENTLY THE ARMED
FARCES SEEMED FIRM IN THEIR RESOLVE TO LET THE POLITICIANS PLAY
ouT THEIR HANDS. HOWEVER, CONTINUED ALLEGATIONS AND INVESTIGATIONS OF
CORRUPTION IN THE PERGNIST GOVERNMENT ARE TAKING THEIR

TOLL. THUS, DESPITE THE DECISION TAKEN AT THE DEC 5 MEETING

NOT TO INTERVENE IMMEDIATELY, AS THE PATIENCE OF THE MILITARY
GROWS SHORTER THE POSSISILITY OF MILITARY

IMTERVENTION IN THE GOVERWMENT INCREASES.

THIS MSG HAS BEEN CUORD WITH EMBASSY.
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