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CHRISTMAS AND HE HAS HEARD THAT THEY HAVE BEEN DEPLOYED
TO RI0 GRANDE AND USMUAIA, ANDTHER [L)(1:14 ()
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ARMDRED CAV RECON 8GO FROM PUERTO1DESEADD [(b)(3):10USC 424
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COMMENT ! 489 THERE IS A GENERAL GONSENSUS AMONG OBSERVERS HERE
THAT THERE WILL NOT BE AN ARMED CONFROUNTATION BETWEEN CHILE
AND ARGENTINA, NEVEKTHELESS, THE ARGENTINE ARMED FORCES
HAVE IMPROVED THEIR MILITARY POSTURE IN THE SOUTH

" CONSIDERABLY, THEREFORE, ONE CAN NOT TOTALLY DISMISS THE
POSSIBILITY OF SOME ACTION SUCH AS THE QCCUPATION OF THE
WOLLASTON ISLAND GROUP, 1IF THE ARA LAD AND L8T ARE IN
USHUAIA, THE CAPABILITY EXISTS FOR SUCH AN ACTION,. HOWEVER,
THE ABSENCE OF COMBATANT AND SUPPORT SHIPS IN THE AREA
WOULD INDICATE THAT NO ACTION IS ANTICIFATED IN THE IMMEDIATE
FUTURE, AS FOR THE [(D:14(0 ~_|OF THE: QCCUPATIDN OF. THE
ISLAS ORCADAS, IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE WHAT IMPACT SUCH AN
ACTIDN wWOULD HAVE ON THE BEAGLE SITUATION, IT COULD REFLECY
A NEW ARGENTINE POLICY OF OCCUPYING ALL. JSLANDS THAT ARGENTINA

CLAINS TO PREVENT FURTHER ENCROACHNENT, |
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OF PRESIDENT VIDELAVS LAVESTY LETTER TO PRESINENT PINOCHET,

AMONG DTHER THINGS,; VIDELA SAID THAT ARGENTINA 'HAD THE NONORABLE
TRADIYION OF INTERNATIONAL. CONDUCT OF NAVER HAVING USED THREATS
AS A MEANS OF ACHIEVING ]Y8 GOALS, TO EXECUTE A MILITVARY
DPERATION DN THE: HEELS -OF SUCH A STATEMENT WDULD SERJIDUSLY
RAMAGE VIDELA'S CREQIBILITY,. THEREFDRE, WHILE SUCH A
POSSIBILITY CANNQT BE DISCARDED, IT I3 UNLIKELY, THXS M3G
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