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1 
DETAILSI CIIN8F8RN) l~~~X~l)~;Se-c~.l~.4~0~)---~l,HAS NO INFORMATION 

TO CONFIRM THE ·POSSIBILITY OF AN l"PiNDlNG INVASION OF·.THE 
WO LASTON ISLAND GRO P B'I TNE ARGlNT N MARINE• CORPS~ ON 781lll, 

(b)(l);Sec. L4(c) TO THE· (b)(l);!.4 (c) ABOUT THE BEAGLE ; 
PROB EMS IHE ESSENCE 01" WHlCfot WAS' (b)(3) 10 usc 424 • 
(b)(l);l.4 (c) l(b)(l);l.4 (c) I THAT· THE· NAVY WA 'PR A • 0 ·80"£• 

SLAN S NEAR THE, SEAGLE CHANNEL (NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED) 
(bJ(lJ1.4 AND MARINE EI.EMENTS lN , G?C• SOUTHERN LDCAT10N8• 
(c) HAD BEEN REINFORCED , (b)(l);Sec. 1.4(c) 'l'H! LSf fl,CABO , AN ANTONIO". 

~----N PUERTO 9ELGRAN0' (b)(3) 10 USC 424 
CONF• RIUlNG ITS LOCATION AT I.EAST ON THAT DATE, b) !);Sec 14 c) 

(b)(l);Sec. L4(c) REPORTS. THAT THIS VESSEL;.ALONG NlTH· AN .LSD. AND 
DTH UPPDRlf CRAFT IIIERE· IN UIHUAIA HARBOR l(b)(3)10USC424 
AS OF 30 JAN 78 0 IT IS QUlTi,, P08SlBLE THAT, THUi • M P : OU 
HAVE BEEN STEAMED SOUTH 1N:,i0 OA'IS 8 .- FINALLY, (b)(l);L4(c) -~---~~-~ REPORTS REINFORCED ARMY ·UNITS IN THE RID GALLEGOS·. QEYE ·~-

. l(b)(3) 10 usc 424 1 ARl::A AND 50 TANK8, THE, lDENT IPICATlON o; THE, AR"Y 
UNI.TS AND HELlCOPTERS 18 R!"A80NA8Lii•BUT 18 DIF,ICULT, TO 
BELIEVE THAT A"Xl3 TANKS IN· THDSI> QUANTITll!:8" lfAVf BEEN 
DEPLOYED SOUTH, THE, MAJORlT'I OF· AMKl3 TANKS ARE• ASSIGNED TO 'THE 
8TH CAVALRY R!GT LOCATED AT MAGOALINA, BUENOS AIRE&,PROVlNCE· 

l(b)(3) 10 usc 424 11 IT WOULD 81;' A VERY· DIFFlCULl, BUT NOif: 
IMP08SlBLE .L;DGISTIC&• TASK TO MDVI:: THE JfA"NKS. TD' 11-10 • 
GALLEGOS, ~~~~---~ , 
2 0 te, 1•0l'0"10 l(b)(l);J.4 (c) I WAS RE~E.NT.LY IN PUERTO 
BEl,,.GIUNQ STATE THAT AS OF<. a·•ftll THl:,ARGENTlNE: NAVYIS·L&D 
AND THE NEW LST· 11 CABO SAN ANTONIO"•WfRE· NDT IN~PORT•-~l~~X~l)-;1-.4-0_)_ 
ADDEO, "OWEYER, THAT ALL BUT ON! DESTROYER (THi PY) ·WERE· IN 
THE, HARBOR AS WERE: A TANKERi , TH£• HERCULES ANO· THE• AIRCRAFT 
CARRIER I l(b)(l);!.4 (c) CONTINUED THAT M08T DF THE NAVY • 
HELICOPTERS (SEA KNIGHT&, AND ALOUETTES) THAT ARE. USUALLY 
STATION lN PUERTO BELGRANO HAYE NGT SEEN THERE ·SlNCE-~EFORf. 
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STATED THAT LAST NfEK AN ARMY RF ·FROM COMODQRO- RJVAOAVIA 
l(b)(3) 10 USC 424 I (PRESUl!ABL Y THE 8TH!f. ,NF RGT)r--=A~ND~·~A=N~--­
ARMORED CAY REC ON SQO FROM PUERTO, DESEAOO l(b)(3) 10 USC 424 I 
(PROBABLY THE 9TH RECON SQQ) REOiPLOYEO TO THE AREA OF RIO 

81Ull8 

(b( TUMBIO ~b)(3)10USC424 INEAR THE CHIL:.fAN FRONTil!:R (A GOOD 
(ci 

1114 
BLOCKING POSil ION AGAINST THE CHILEAN 5TH AUST RA • DIV ) 

H 
(b)(3) 10 USC 424;(b) 
(1 );Sec 14(c) 

"c-=-~----~~--~FOR USHUAIA ON· 010901? FEB 78, 
ITINERARY INCLUDES RON AT COMOOORO R VADAV A N FfB AND 
USl'IUAIA ON 3, 4 FEB 78 1 FURTHER, (b)(l);L4 (c) 
TAKE PLACE lN RIO GRANDE (b)(3)1ousc424 DR RIO 
GALLEGOS OUR ING THE· TRlP (b)(3) 10 usc 424 SHOULD HAVE AN 
(b)(l);l.4 (c) 

IN THESE AREAS ANO ARE EXPECTED TO RETURN TO BUENOS AIRES 
B52090 FEB 78 lN THE INTERIM IT IS .LMOIT l!PDSI 8 
TD (b)(l);L4 (c) BECAUSE OF THE· VERY (b)(l);L4 (c) 

(b)O; - , IN, AIIDITIDN · NO SECURE 
A 

(b)(3) 10 USC 424 

COl!l!ENl I -~ THERE IS A GENERAL CONSENSUS AMONG OBSERVERS HERE 
THAT THERE NILL NOT BE AN ARMED CDNFRONTAflON BETWEEN CHILE 
AND ARGENTINA, NEVEkTHELESS, THE ARGENTINE ARMED FORCES • 
HAVE IMPROVED lHEIR MILITARY POSTURE IN THE SOUTH • 
CONSIOERA8LY 0 THEREFORE, ONE CAN NOT TOTALLY OISMllS THE 
POSSIBILITY OF SOME ACTION SUCH AS THE OCC~PATlDN OF TH~ 
NOLLASTON ISLAND GROUP, IF THE ARA LAD ANO LIT ARE IN 
USHUAIA, THE ~APA81L1TY EXISTS FOR SUCH AN ACTION,. HOWEVER, 
THE ABSENCE OF COMBATANT AND SUPPORT SHIPS !N THE AREA 
WOULD INDICATE. THAT NO A~TION IS ANTICIPATED IN THE IMMEDIATE 
FUTUHE 0 AS FOR THE l(b)(l);l.4 (c) IOF THE• OCCUPATION Of THE 
ISLAS ORCAOAS, IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE ~HAT IMPACT SUCH AN 
ACTION WOULO HAVE ON THE BEAGLE SITUATION, lT COULD REF~ECf 
A NEW ARGENTINE POLICY OF OCCUPYING ALL ISLANDS THAT ARGENT N 
CLAl"S TO PREVENT FURTHER ENCROACHHENl, 

(b)(1 );Sec. 1.4(c) 

(b)(3) 10 USC 424 

ff) TOOAY 1S BUENOS AIRE& NE~SPAP£RI CARRIED EXCERPTS 
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OF PRESIDENT YIOELA 1S LATEST LtTTER TO ~RESIDENT PINOCHET, 
AMON& OTHiR THlNGSp YIOELA SAlD THAT ARGENTINA 'liAO Ti-IE NONORABLE 
TRADITION OF.INTERNATJONAL. OONDUCf OF NAY[R HAYl'NG USED THREATS 
AS A MEANS OF- ACHJEY!Ni JTS GOALS, TO EXECUTE A MILITARY 
OPERATION ON THE1·HEELS·OF SUCH A STATEMENT ·WOULD SERIOUSLY 
DAMAGE YJOELAIS CREDIBILITY, THEREFORE, WHILE SUCH A 
POSS18IL1TY -CANNOT ee ~ISCAROEOp ,, IS UNLIKELY. THXS MSG 
COOR WIAHEMBASSY 0 GOS DEC 1 84 
BT 
#811154 
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