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..,.,a.....,_.:,...,._._i,,,,,,j~~J,,,,,,,,ii.....,.....gEC ON 1 OF 2 '98Fi!!IRPI t;'!?. 1 g 
SU t3 J t T rt I 3 IS b 3 10 USC 424 
THIS IS AN INFORMA HEPORT, NOT FINISHED lNTELLIGE~CE 
1. (U) COUNTRY: ARGENTINA (Ai,) 
2. CU) REPORT NU/-19ERJ (b)(3)10USC424 
~. CU) TITLE: HILITARY A A .. p SETTLES ON A~ORTIVE 
COUP 6Y MENENDEZ 
4 • CU) PROJECT ~JU MB ER I N / A 
~. (U) DATE OF INF □ RM~TIONI 791002•191010 
6. (U) DATE OF ~EPORT: 79101~ 
1. (U) DATE AND PLACE OF AC~UISITlON: 7;1~02-1;1~1~, 
BUENOS AIRES 
8 • CU) REF ERE i-JCE! 1 (b)(3) 10 USC 424 

g, (U) ASSESSMENT I'-----,---------~-____, 

1'1.11 (U) Ol(IGHJATORI b 3 10USC424 
11 1 (U) RE UE A A ION: (b)(3)10USC424 

12. (U) (b)(3):10USC424 ;(b)(6) 
13, (U) 
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(b)(3) 10 USC 424 

I! B 1• P I 8 e 1• T I :I: L 

14. U URCE: l, "CL4RIN" 7g1~02 ~. "CLARIN" 791003 
C. "CLARIN" 791004 O. "CLARIN" 7g10~, E, "LA OPINION" 
791007 F. "CLARIN" 79t~09 G. "CLARIN" 7g1~0~ 
15. CU) SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONSI DIRC~~O NOFORN TO lVOIO 
EHBAR~ASSMENT TO HOST GOVERN~ENT 
16. CU) THE FOLLO~ING EVENTS HAVE TAKEN PLACE SINCE THE 
790928•7Q0929 REVO~T RV FORHE~ III CORPS COMMANDER 
~E~ENOEZI AR~V CINC VIOLA OPTED FOR LENIENT DISCIPLINARY 
OETENTIONS FOR HENENOEZ AND HIS SECOND IN COMMAND, HARAOO~' A•• 
g0 DAYS DETENTION FOR MENENDEZ, ANO LESS FOR MARAOONAJ 
MENENDEZ, ON H?S ~AY TO DETENTION IN CORRIENTES, INOULGED 
IN FURTHER CRITICISM OF JUNTA PRACTICES AND AlTITUOES, 
FOMENTI~G SPECULATION OF AN INC~EASEO PERIOD OF DETENTION7 

10842 

IN LA ~IOJA AND SAN LUIS, ENGINEE~ BATALLION AND ARTILLERY GROUP 
COMMANOER3 wERE REPLACcOJ THREE RETIRED ARMY OFFICE~S 
SERVING IN POSITIONS IN THE MEDIA IN COR006A wERE FIRED 
IN CONNECTION WIT~ THEIR R~PORTING OF THE EVENTS SURROUNDING 
THE REVOLT BY ~ENENOEZI ANO SIX COLONELS CIII ARMY CORPS) 
WERE PLACED UNuER AR~EST IN CONNECTION WIT~ THEIR ACTIONS 
OU~ING THE ABORTIVE REVOLT. 
22. CU) OETAILSI 1, SOURCE A REPORTED 0~ 791002 THAT 
GENERALS MENENDEZ AND ~ARAOONA WOULD SPENO 90 DAYS IN 
DETENTION AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR I~SU80RDINATION. 
SOURCE B REPORTED THAT MENENDEZ WOULD SERVE HIS 
DETENTION IN CORRIETES CII CORPS JURISDICTION), WHILE 
~ARAOONA WOULD SERVE A LESSER DETENTION IN BAHIA BLANCA 
CV CORPS JURISDICTION). 
2. ACCORDING TO ~OURCE C, MENENOEZ INDULGED IN FURTHER 
CRITICISM OF JUNTA ACTIONS, ASKIN~ RHETO~ICALLV AT .ONE 
POINT ~HY AN UNCO~STITUTIONALLV EMPOWE~ED JUNTA AD~ERES 
TO SUP~EME COURT DIRECTIVES, ~HEN IT SHOULO CONO~CT ITS 
AFFAIRS I~ "MILITA~Y STYL~." SAME REPORT INDICATED THAT 
THE NE.\11 COMMANOE~ OF THE 141 ENGINEER CONSTRUCTION 
BATALLION WOULD SE COL. JORGE PEDRO MALAGAM8A, REPLACING 
COL. ANTON MOLINARI1 141ST ENG. CON. 84TALLION IS HG !N 
LA RIOJA, FURTHER, T~E NE~ COMMAN~ER OF THE 141 AIR 
DEFENSE AR1ILLERY GROUP wOULO BE ~T. COL. EDUARDO JORGE 
8LANCO, REPLACING LT. COL. PAULINO EN?IQUE FURIO. DAILY 
"LA NACION" OP 791004 RfPORTEO, ADDITIONALLY, THAT THREE 
RETIR~O ARHY OFFICERS SERVING IN RADIO/TELEVISION STATIONS 
IN CORDOBA HAO BEEN ~EMOVEO, IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR 
REPORTING OURI~r, THE ~ENENOEZ R~VOLT. 
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P AGE 3 • i •I F I g i 'I T I t lw 1 It! 8 4 2 
3, SOU~CE O REPORTED THAT IT APPEARED LIKELY THAT AS 
A RESULT OF MENENDEZ' INOPPORTUEN REM•~KS, HIS DETENTION 
PE~IOO WOULD BE INC~~ASED, IN A SEPARATE BUT RELATEO 
REPORT, SAME SOURCE REPORTED Alij FORCE CINC GRA~FIGNA 1S 
DENIAL OF UNREST WIT~IN THE ARGENTINE AIR FORCE, 
4, SOURCE E REPORTED THAT ARMY CINC VIOLA WOULD . MAKE A 
MAJOR SPEECH IN LATE OCTOBER RELATING TO MILITARY HATTERS 1 
SAME SOURCE DISCUS5ED THE MANNE~ IN WHICH CINC VIOLA ARRIVED 
AT HIS DECISION AS TO HOW TD DISCIPLINE MENENDEZ: THE 
BT 
#0219 
ANNOTE.S 
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BT 
& i ,1 F I 8 Ii ,1 T I ft la SECT ! 0 N 2 0 F 2 IH!JF 8 A JI 0 21 g 
DECISION RESTED ENTIRELY WITH VIOLA, AND ~IS CHOICES OF 
ACTION WERE EITHER COURT MARTIAL, OR DETENTION, T~E LATTER 
OF WHICH WAS CHOSEN IN THE INTEREST OF PRESERVING MILITARY 
DISCIPLINE. THE REPORT AOOE~ THAT VIOLA'S DECISION NOT TO 
COURT MARTIAL MENENDEZ IN NO WAY SETS A PPECECE~T. FURTHER, 
CIVILIAN SECTORS EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT THE LENIENCY OF 
THE PUNISHMENT FOR MENENDEZ (SEE A/ARMA COM~ENTl. 
~. SOURCE F REPORTED THAT RESOLUTIONS PROVIOING FOR THE 
FORCED RETIREMENTS OF MEENEnE! AND MARADONA WERE PU~LISHED 
IN THE ARMV BULLETIN~ THE SOURCE AODED THAT THERE WAS NO 
OFFICIAL CHANGE IN THE LENGHT OF TIME MENENDEZ WOULD BE 
OETAINEO. 
6. SOURCE G RPORTEO THAT SIX COLONELS OF THE II! ARMV CORPOS 
WERE BEING PLACED UNDER DETENTION, BUT THE REPORT OMITTED 
NAMES ANO COMMANDS INVOLVED. SAME SOURCE ALSO REPORTED THAT 
WHEN NEW III ARMY COMMANDER VAQUE~O ARRIVED TO TAKE COMMANO 
OF THE III CORPS, MORALE WAS LOW, AND DIVISIONS PREVALENT 
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WITHIN THE CORPS. VAQUERO ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT ~RIGADE5 ANO 
UNITS WERE RESPONnING TO ORDERS OF ~OE CO~MANDERS. 
RO COMMENT I SC: .1'18FBRP0 THE DETENTION OF SIX ADDITIONAL 
COLONELS WOULD INDICATE THE ARMY'S DETERMINATION TO WEED 
OUT ANY FURTHER SOURCES OF UNRE!T WtTHIN THE ARMY-•PARTICULARLY 
WITHIN THE III CORPS. THE THREE NEWS ~EOIA CASUALTIES IN 
CORDOBA WERE PERHAPS MINOR ONES IN THE LIGHT OF-LIV~LV AND 
UNRESTRAINED PRESS COVERAGE OF THE REVOLT. MENENDEZ' INCISIVE 
STATEMENTS, ALONG WITH CAUSING EMBARRASSMENT TO VIOLA, M4Y 
HAVE THE LONG•TERM EFFECT OF OPENING UP PUBLIC DISCCUSSION OF 
CURRENT ISSUES TO CORPS COMMANOERS AND OTHER SU8•JUNTA LEVEL 
OFFICIALS. IN THIS CONNECTION, III CORPS COMMANDER 
VAQUERO POINTEDLY REFRAINED FROM COMMENTING PUBLICLY 
ON CURRENT ISSUES, ON 791008, IN DEFERENCE TO VTOLA, 
SAYING THAT THIS WOULD ONLY CAUSE DISORDER AND INVITE 
STATEMENTS BY HIS COUNTERPARTS IN THE AIR FORCE AND 
NAVY. ONE DAY LATER, HOWEVER, AIR FORCE AIR OPE?ATIONS 
COMMANDER lGEN) CAPELLINI PUBLICLY COMMNETED ON NUMERnu~ 
CURRENT ISSUES, INCLUDING THE JUNTA'S MUCH TALKED•A~OUT 
(BUT AS OF YET UNSEEN) POLITICAL PLANJ CAPElLINI, WHO 
LED AN UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW THEN•PR ·stDENT 
ISABEL PERON IN 1975, SAIO THAT 11 A PROPERLY STRULTURED 
POLITICAL PLAN DOES NOT EVEN EXIST." THE FOLLOWING DAY, 
79~910, CAPELLINI AGAIN MADE PUBLIC STATEMENTS CONCERNING 
A NUMBER OF CURRENT MILITARY/POLITICAL ISSUES~ TH~Y 
WERE NOTABLY MORE SUBDUED, ANO CAPELLINI SAID THAT AIR 
FORCc CINC GRAFFIGNA WAS THE SOLE SPOKESMAN FOR THE AIR 
F RCE ON CURRENT ISSUES. 
(b)(3) 10 COMMENT I El!/lieFOAtlJ A. ,. Hl □ Fen,o THE AR,..Y HAS, FOR 
THE PAST YEAR, TRIED TO PnRTRAV TO THE PU~LIC AND FOREIGN 
COMMUNITY A PICTURE OF SOLIDARITY AMONG T~E ~ANKS 0 NU~EROUS 
SOURCES IN THE GRADES OF LTC AN~ COL HAVE STATEn THAT THEY 
HAVE MATURED TO A POINT ~HERE CONFLICT WITHIN THE OFF!CfR 
RANKS COULD NO LONGER RESULT IN BLOODSHED A~ONG OFFICERS. 
THE EVENTS OF THE RECTN PAST HAVE ALMOST PROVEN THIS GROUP 
OF OFFICERS TO BE WRONG. TALKS WITH THIS ~AME G~OUP SINCE THE 
MENENDEZ MINI-REVOLT !TILL REVEAL THAT THEY SEE MENENOEZ 1 

ACTION AS PURE STUPIDITY. NOTWITHSTANDI NG THIS AGE GROUP 1 S 
OPI NION, IT IS OUITE EVIDENT THAT WITHIN THE HIGHER OFFICER 
RANKS THERE IS ENOUGH DISCONTENT OVER THE VIDELA/ 
VIOLA METHOD OF GOVERNING TO FOMENT A MINI-REVOLT. 
8. e C > 14 ~Pe FUI 9 0 NE PO t NT OF VIEW NOT YE: T VF.QI FIE D IS 
THAT MENENDEZ CALLEO FOR VIOLA'S RESIGNATION BELIEVING 
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THAT HE WOULD RECEIVE SUPPORT FROM CAVALRY GENERALS 
LOCATED IN BUENOS AIRES••I.E~, POSSIBLY SUA~EZ MASON 
ANO GEN. CAMPS, AMONG OTHERS. THE REVOLT FAILED WHEN 
THE SUPPORT DID NOT APPEAR, FOR SOME REASON OR AN~THER. 
c. ra,11~F □ FHI) VIOLA MOST PROBABLY OIO NOT COURT. MARTIAL 
MENENDEZ BECAUSE HE DID NOT Iii.ANT FURTHER nIV!SJ □ N WITHIN (b)(3J:1ousc 4z4 

THE OFFICER RANKS, t:N MEiENDEZ WAS A POPULAR ·~ 
AMONG HIS OFFICERS. ~~IRA--S- BEEN TOLO BV ONE SOURCE 
THAT MENENDEZ WILLE HS 90 OAYS UN~ER RESTRAINT IN 
CORRIENTESJ THIS HAS BEEN CONFIRMED IN THE MEDIA. HE 
WILL PROBABLY STAY IN THE OFFICERS CLUB ceASINO OE FOFICIALES) 
AND HAVE FREE MOVEMENT IN THE POST, BUT HE WILL NOT BE 
ALLOWED TO LEAVE THE POST. 
O. (;,Oll!IPOR ►l! THE FEEL I NG AMONG JUN I OR MAJORS ANO CAPT A I NS 
OVER WHAT TRANSPIRED IS MIXED. SEVERAL ~AJORS HAVE STATED 
THAT MENENOEZ 1 ACTIONS WERE ILL•CONCEtVEO~ HOWEVER, THERE 
ARE A CCNSIDERABLF. NUMBER OF SENIOR CAPTAINS WHO, WHILE NOT 
ADVOCATING A FORCEFUL REMOVAL OF THE VIOELA/V!OLA TEAM, 
ARE MOST UNHAPPY WITH THE WAY THINGS ARE REING RUN, AND THEY 
HAVE BEEN VOICING THEIR DISCONTENT MORE READILY RECENTLY. AS THE 
PRINCIPLE REASONS FOR THEIR DISCONTENT, THEY CITEI THE RELEAS~ 
OSOPXNUPECIALLV !INCE THE KLEIN BOMBING) THE 
LACK OF GOVERNMENT RESOLVE TO ELIMINATE THE GUERRILLA T~REAT 
ONCE ANO FOR ALL, BY ELIMINATING THE REMAINING GUERRILLAS. 
THE VISIT BY THE OAS HUMAN RI~HTS COMMISSION ADDED FUfL 
TO TH~ BELIEF, AMONG SOME OFFICERS, THE THE PRESENT 
GOVERNEMNT 1 S STANCE ON TERRORISM IS TOO SOFT. IT WOULD 
APPEAR THAT VIOLA HAS THE ARHV UNDER CONTROL FOR NOW, 
ANO THAT HE HAS SUFFICIENT SUPPORT TO CONTINUE WITH HIS 
PRESENT POLICY. HOWEVER, THE FEELING OF DISCONTENT 
WHICH EXISTS wITHIN THE JUNIOR OFFICER RA~~S COULO ~ECOHE 
MORE VOCAL IN THE FUTURE, ESPECIALLY IF THERE IS AN 
INCREASE IN TERRORIST ACTIVITY~ 
E • t B / 11 !!IF OR ► 1 g THE SIX COLONELS Iii HO HAVE S ! NC E 8 EE N 
DETAINED (AS A RESULT OF THE!~ ACTIONS DURING MENENnEZ' 
REVOLT) ARE MOST ?ROBABLY MEM~E~S OF III ARMY CORPS STAFF 
ANO COHM4NOE~S OF CORPS GENERAL SUPPORT UNITS. 
F. (&,o•~ron ► :~ THE LATEST WORD FROM GENOAR,..ERIA HQ IS 
THAT MG ANTONIO OOMINGO BUSS! WILL BE MOVING SOON TO 
TAKE COMMAND OF ARGENTINE ARMV V CORPS, REPLACING VAQUE~O. 
THIS MSG AMEMBA COORDINATED. RE~W 11 eeT 1,A5 
BT 
#C'!219 
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