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1, (U) COQUNTRY: ARGENTINA (AR)
2, (U) REPORT NUMBER? [(b)(3)10 USC 424
3, (U) TITLE: MILITARY AFFA =0 SETTLES ON ABQRTIVE
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4, (U) PROJECT NUMBERS N/A ~
5, (U) DATE OF INFORMATION! 791202-79121@ —
6§, (U) DATE CF REPORY: 79tie21@ i

7. CU) DATE AND PLACE OF ACWUISITION: 761202=751013,
BUENOS AIRES
8, (U) REFERENCES1 |(b)3):10 USC 424 . .
9, (U) ASSESSMENT:
1@. (U) ORIGINATOR? [(b)(3):10 USC 424

11, (U) REQUEST EVALUATION:[®)3)10USC424 |
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%4. U OURCE: A, "CLARIN®" 791202 8, "CLARIN" 791023

C, "CLARIN" 7910234 D, "CLARIN" 791@253 E, "LA OPINION"
791087 Fe "CLARIN" 791339 G, "CLARINY 791239

15, (U) SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS? DIRC~NQ NOFQRN TO AVOID
EMBARRASSMENT TO HOST GOVERNMENT

16, (U) THE FOLLOWING EVENTS MAVE TAKEN PLACE SINCE THE
79A@92R8=799929 REVOLT BY FORMER III CORPS CQOMMANDER
MENENQEZ! ARMY CINC VIOLA QPTED FOR LENIENTY OISCIPLINARY
OETENTIONS FOR MENENDEZ AND HIS SECOND IN COMMAND, MARADOMAwew
9@ DAYS OETENTION FOR MENENDEZ, AND LESS FOR MARADONAj
MENENDEZ, ON HIS WAY TO DETENTION IN CORRIENTES, INOULGED
IN FURTHER CRITICISM OF JUNTA PRACTICES AND ATTITUODES,
FOMENTING SPECULATION OF AN INCREASED PERIQD OF DETENTION;
IN LA RIOJA AND SAN LUIS, ENGINEER BATALLION AND ARTILLERY GROUP
COMMANOERS WERE REPLACEDS THREE RETIRED ARMY OFFICERS
SERVING IN POSITIONS IN THE MEUDIA IN CORDQBA WERE FIRED

IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR REPORTING QOF THE EVENTS SURROUNDING
THE REVOLT BY MENENDEZ3 AND SIX COLONELS (III ARMY CORPS)
WERE PLACED UNDER ARREST IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR ACTIONS
DURING THE ABQRTIVE REVOLT,

22, (U) DETAILS? 1, SOURCE A REPORTED ON 7910202 THAT
GENERALS MENENDEZ AND MARADONA WOULD SPEND 93 DAYS 1IN
DETENTION AS A CONSEQUENCE OFf THEIR INSUGORDINATION,
SOURCE B REPORTED THAT MENENDEZ WOULD SERVE HIS

DETENTION IN CORRIETES (II CORFPS JURISDICTION), WHILE
MARADONA WQOULD SERVE A LESSER OETENTIGON IN BAHIA BLANCA

(v CORPS JURISDICTINNI,

2., ACCORDING TO SOURCE €, MENENDEZ INDULGED IN FURTHER
CRITICISM OF JUNTA ACTIONS, ASKING RHETORICALLY AT ONE
POINT WHY AN UNCONSTITUTIONALLY EMPOWERED JUNTA ADKWERES

TQ SUFPREME COURT DIRECTIVES, AHEN IT SHOULO CONOUCT ITS
AFFAIRS IN "MILITARY STYLE," SAME REFORT INDICATED THAT
THE NEW COMMANDER OF THE 141 ENGINEER CONSTRUCTINN
BATALLION WOULD BE COL, JORGE PEDRD MALAGAMBA, REPLACING
oL, ANTON MOLINARI) (4137 ENG, CON, BATALLION I3 HG IN

LA RIOJA, FURTHER, THWE NEW COMMANDER OF THE 141 AIR
DEFENSE ARTILLERY GRQUP WOULO BE LT, COL, EDUARDC JQRGE
BLANCO, REPLACING LT. COL. PAULING ENRIGUE FURIO, DAILY
1A NACION" QOF 7910234 REPORTED, ADODITIONALLY,; THAT THREE
RETIRED ARMY OFFICERS SERVING IN RADIO/TELEVISION STATIONS
IN CORDOBA HAD BEEN REMOVED, IN CONNECTION WITH THEIR
REPORTING QURINS THE MENENDEZ REVOLT,
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3, SOURCE D REPORTED THAT IT APPEARED LIKELY THAT AS

A RESULT OF MENENDEZ' INOPPQORTUEN REMARKS, HIS DETENTICON
PERIQOOD WOULD BE INCREASED, IN A SEPARATE BUT RELATED

REPQRT, SAME SOURCE REPORTED AIR FORCE CINC GRAFPIGNA'S
DENIAL QF UNREST WITHIN THE ARGENTINE AIR FQRCE,

4, SOURCE € REPORTED THAT ARMY CINC VIOLA WOULD MAKE A

MAJOR SPEECH IN LATE OCTOBER RELATING TO MILITARY MATTERS,
SAME SOURCE DISCUSSED THE MANNER IN WHICH CINC VIQLA ARRIVED
AT HIS DECISION AS TO HOW TO DISCIPLINE MENENDEZ: THE

BY
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DECISION RESTED ENTIRELY WITH VIOLA, AND KIS CHOICES COF
ACTION WERE EITHER COURT MARTIAL, OR DETENTION, THE LATTER
OF WHICH WAS CHOSEN IN THE INTEREST QF PRESERVING MILITARY
DISCIPLINE. THE REPORT ADDEN THKAT VIOLA'S DECISION NOT YO
COURYT MARTTIAL MENENDEZ IN NO WAY SETS A PRPECENENT, FURTHER,
CIVILIAN SECTORS EXPRESSED SURPRISE AT THE LEMIENCY OF

THE PUNISHMENT FOR MENENDEZ (SEE A/ARMA COMMENTY,

5, SOURCE F REPORTED THAT RESOLUTIONS PROVIDING FNR THE
FORCED RETIREMENTS OF MEENENEZ AND MARADONA WERF PURLISHED
IN THE ARMY BULLETIN, THE SQURCE ADDED THAT THERE WAS NO
QFFICTIAL CHANGE IN THE LENGHT OF TIME MENENDEZ WOULD RE
DETAINED,

6, SOURCE G RPORTED THAT SIX COLONELS OF THE II! ARMY CORPONS
WERE REING PLACED UNDER DETENTION, BUT THE REPDORT OMITTED
NAMES AND COMMANDS INVOLVED, SAME SOURCE ALSO RFPORTED THAT
WHEN NEW III ARMY COMMANDER VAQUERQ ARRIVED TO TAKE COMMAND
OF THE I!I CORPS, MORALE WAS LOW, AND DIVISIONS PREVALENT
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WITHIN THE CORPS, VAQUERO ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT RRIGADES AND
UNITS WERE RESPONDING TO ORDERS OF RDE COMMANDERS,

RO COMMENT ! Gompbipidmeiid THE DETENTION OF SIX ADDITIONAL
COLONELS WOULD INDICATE THE ARMY'S DETERMINATION TO WEED

QUT ANY FURTHER SOURCES OF UNREST WITHIN THE ARMY=-«PARTICULARLY
WITHIN THE I!I CORPS., THE THREE NEWS MEDIA CASUALTIES IN
CORDOBA WERE PERHAPS MINOR ONES IN THE LIGHT OF.LIVELY AND
UNRESTRAINED PRESS COVERAGE OF THE REVOLT, MENENDEZ' INCISIVE
STATEMENTS, ALONG WITH CAUSING EMBARRASSMENT TO VIOLA, MAY
HAVE THE LONG=TERM EFFECT OF OPENING UP PUBLIC DISCCUSSION OF
CURRENT ISSUES TO CORPS COMMANDERS AND OTHER SUBeJUNTA LEVEL
OFFICIALS., IN THIS CONNECTION, 1! CORPS COMMANDER

VAQUERO POINTEDLY REFRAINED FROM COMMENTING PUBLICLY

ON CURRENT ISSUES, ON 751@dQ@8, IN DEFERENCE TO VTIOLA,

SAYING THAT THIS WOULD ONLY CAUSE DISORDER AND INVITE
STATEMENTS BY HIS COUNTERPARTS IN THE AIR FORCE AND

NAVY, ONE DAY LATER, HOWEVER, AIR FORCE AIR QOPERATIONS
COMMANDER (GEN) CAPELLINY PUBLICLY COMMNETED ON NUMEROUS
CURRENT ISSUES, INCLUDING THE JUNTA'S MUCH TALKED=AROUT

(BUT AS OF YET UNSEEN) POLITICAL PLANJ CAPELLINI., WHO

LED AN UNSUCCESSFUL ATYTEMPT TO OVERTHROW THEN=PR SIDENT
ISABEL PERON IN 1975, SAID THAT "A PROPERLY STRULTURED
POLITICAL PLAN DOES NOT EVEN EXIST," THE FOLLOWING DAY,
7979163, CAPELLINI AGAIN MADE PUBLIC STATEMENTS CONCERNING

A NUMBER OF CURRENT MILITARY/POLITICAL ISSUFES, THEY

WERE NOTABLY MORE SUBDUED, AND CAPELLINY SAYD YHAT AIR

FORCE CINC GRAFFIGNA WAS THE SOLE SPOKESMAN FOR THE AIR

FORCE ON CURRENT ISSUES,

(0)(3):10  |COMMENT ! efeflyubieeicibia A, (Gwiiiiie THE ARMY HAS, FOR
THE PAST YEAR, TRIED TO POARTRAY TO THE PURLIC AND FOREIGN
COMMUNITY A PICTURE OF SOLIDARITY AMONG THE RANKS, NUMERQUS
SOURCES IN THE GRADES QOF LTC AND 0L HAVE STATED THAT THEY
HAVE MATURED TO A POINT WHWERE CCNFLICT WITHIN THE QFFICFR
RANKS COULD NO LONGER RESULT IN BLOODSHED AMQNG OFFICERS,

THE EVENTS OF THE RECTN PAST HWAVE ALMOSY PROVEN THIS GROUP

OF OFFICERS TO BE WRONG, TALKS WITH THIS SAME GROUP SINCE THE
MENENDEZ MINI=-REVOLT STILL REVEAL THAT THEY SFE MENENDEZ!
ACTION AS PURE STUPIDITY, NOTWITHSTANDING THIS AGE GROUPI'S
OPINION, IT IS QUITE EVIDENT THAT WITHIN THE HIGHER OFFICER
RANKS THERE IS ENQUGH DISCONTENT OVER THE VIDFLA/

VIOLA METHOO OF GOVERNING TO FOMENT A MINTREVOLT,

B, =tfvseafefe) ONE POINT OF VIEW NOT YET VFRIFIED IS

THAT MENENDEZ CALLED FOR VIOLA'S RESIGNATION BELIEVING
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THAT HE WOULD RECEIVE SUPPORT FROM CAVALRY GENERALS
LOCATED IN BUENOS AIRESe=«!,E., POSSIBLY SUAREZ MASON
AND GEN, CAMPS, AMONG OTHERS, THE REVOLT FAILED WHEN
THE SUPPORT DID NOT APPEAR, FOR SOME REASON OR ANOTHER,
C, Eyiiimgrd VIOLA MOST PROBARBLY DIO NOT COURT MARTIAL

MENENDEZ BECAUSE HE DID NOT WANT FURTHER NIVISION WITHIN (OIR)T0USC42d

THE OFFICER RANKS, GEN ENDEZ WAS A POPULAR GENERAL o
AMONG HIS OFFICERS, AS BEEN TOLD BY ONE SOURCE
THAT MENENDEZ WILL HIS 909 DAYS UNDER RESTRAINT 1IN

CORRIENTES) THIS HAS BEEN CONFIRMED IN THE MEDYA, WE

WILL PROBABLY STAY IN THE OFFICERS CLUB (CASINO DE FOFICIALES)
AND HAVE FREE MOVEMENT IN THE POST, BUT HE WILL NOT BE
ALLOWED TO LEAVE THE POST,

D. Gwedamaadd THE FEELING AMONG JUNIOR MAJORS AND CAPTAINS
OVER WHAT TRANSPIRED IS MIXED, SEVERAL MAJORS MAVE STATED
THAT MENENDEZ' ACTIONS WERE ILL«CONCEIVED, HOWEVER, THERE
ARE A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF SENIOR CAPTAINS WHO, WHILE NOT
ADVOCATING A FORCEFUL REMQOVAL OF THE VIDELA/VIOLA TEAM,

ARE MDST UNHAPPY WITH THE WAY THINGS ARE REING RUN, AND THEY
HAVE BEEN VOICING THEIR DISCONTENT MORE READILY RECENTLY,., AS THE
PRINCIPLE REASONS FOR THEIR DISCONTENT, THEY CITE! THE RELEASS®
OSOPXNUPECTIALLY SINCE THE KLEIN BOMBING) THE

LACK OF GOVERNMENT RESOLVE YO FLIMINATE THE GUERRILLA THREAT
ONCE AND FQOR ALL, BY ELIMINATING THE REMAINING GUERRILLAS.
THE VISIT BY THE 0AS HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION ADDED FUEL

TO THE RELIEF, AMONG SOME OFFICERS, THE THE PRESENT
GOVERNEMNT'S STANCE ON TERRQRISM 18 TOO SOFT. IT WOULD
APPEAR THAT VIOLA HAS THE ARMY UNDER CONTROL FOR NOW,

AND THAT HE HAS SUFFICIENT SUPPORT TO CONTINUE WITH HIS
PRESENT POLICY, HOWEVER, THE FEELING OF DISCONTENT

WHICH EXISTS WITHIN THE JUNIOR OFFICER RANKS COULD RECOME
MORE VOCAL IN THE FUTURE, ESPECTALLY IF THERE IS AN

INCREASE IN TERRORIST ACTIVITY.

E, Bwdimgidd THE SIX COLONELS WHO HAVE SINCE BEEN

DETAINED (AS A RESULT OF THEIR ACTIONS DURING MENENDEZ!
REVOLT) ARE MOST PROBABLY MEMRERS OF III ARMY CNRPS STAFF
AND COMMANDERS OF CORPS GENERA{ SUPPORT UNITS.

Fo. Gowbbamlmbae THE LATEST WORD FROM GENDARMERIA HQ IS

THAT MG ANTONIO OOMINGO BUSSI WILL BE MOVING SOON TO

TAKE COMMAND OF ARGENTINE ARMY V CORPS, REPLACING VAQUERG,
THIS MSG AMEMBA COORDINATED, REVW—H+—O6F—+9/5~
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