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RIO G.ALLEGOS Airpar~ 

26 Nov 

(a) l x Ul!-lD or H helicopter in olive drar. ~J' ct:fc_a~e parked 
on nain apron, 

(b) Esrth .r.cvetnenta foJ" ~is:rie:--:Jed cii~c:-- .. t _ .:::l .,__ __ 
at ::::Oatern end of runrn:r, 

aighted 

- ~-.· ~' 
( c) 4 
in , . 
ne,, :'iL ~·-- 1~•-~,,,:,. 

l Dec 

4 :Jee 

(a) I .. ·.•, 
south. 

(b) 
in ,m 

• 

l >, 

1 j;_ 

l .J ·+ I 
·, _,l0c ... :·a 

(d) 3 • e ··o ii,··., 
fli[;ht at :,10 J~J ~egos rot,'1r1 

l,iarineu t'J -~-·i t·i!'Y). 

(e) J;~ ,:. "c ,1 en] of r.m. 
under•·rc,un'J .:i• ... l :,,r .:i th .. n • 
several ~lit t ,·e:-:ches for Ci:' 

RIO GRANDE 26 llOJ 

·,~.-ete rrnrde:k.; ,:ire, , .. t ;shelters 
, i.1. .. .:.,;,e .. v.,.: .. ~- .i '.-- o.~ -che runway, 

,; ,, headed 

.:1J overshoots . 

... , ;; 1JoarJ.0d t~:,: ;~_-in··• L_\DE 
·;r ;{io -rran{iC \,/:.i·-~'- ::-~ .rA.V"J and 

; .)"7"'~:::._rn, ~:r; ~11 ~: :-::,:.:8e:. 9 
!''":id ""1:-:0tecti0::. 

, large 
·u ,rby 

4, (a) i>art:, rev9t ents for ~::.r,.·.cft dispersal sighted around the 
airfield, .,ore under construction. 

(b) All c1ircraft -.rnre parked inside the hangar, and it was 
difficult to listinguish 11,1ot .1.;G there apart from l x P2H, 
severol .ll 32t:is, JeYcral .-20s and a ..ia;;reliner, 
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~~-~ ~ ilfi 
4. (a) IJI. the t ... it n• now •t ti.. IIN:,ltal ha4 • Nt a••• 

painted ml the root. 

5. 

(4) •• pe:mammt houing 1• '11114ft' --■uu..U• 1a 1;M llllrlae 
llarnolal. 

<•> ,_ U'OOPII lfff■ to be ... 11114 .... 1a tM •tne• wue 
aane4. 

(f) .At 2145 hr■ llll .Aerf'l1DN8 .Azsaltu B■■t:s,1 ffl Molt ett 
from the airport. 1rca the ia-■rin 111: .--.w 1a tu 11: ... 
1 t appea1'94 to be an qngmaJ nat. 

(g) ~t Herra 4al. J'aep poaten an to 1'• Na .,...,_o1q 
•Lea ( ■10), P1otaa y Inn NII. .Ar&attau•. 

27 191 

(a) Dlar1n& th• 111om1n& pain of D326• wta a&a-wiq •---■ 
apl)NNII to be r .. tum1nf.h'a pau.1 • ._. ■-NJ Ufllll attaelal 
nn .... an ti.. airfte (good tu .A.A ...... , hA t• tl,lete) • 
.At no U.. were ■ore t!IA we, ainrat11: atpW a11: .. u... 
~ aderdng ■tore■ appeared t• be I Ml peb _., nm•• 
(11) Loeal n■14mta ••-■4 Te-q relaet a)oat the a1-.u-. 
!here are a large m)e of Old.1- wGftUII 1a tu um 1'11t, a,an 
tra 4..,.kenn•••• there appeared to lie 110 pro)laa w1 th --■• 

1 Pu 
6. (a) I 111114-4 a■ ■iroratt -re )eiq 'bl'Oll,lht Gilt of the bepr. 

The following were ■i&ht .. , 

-l \ ~Ma <:=~;Jr::~> w1~~Fro=t.-' 
7 X 18)26 (5 1a ~ Niatao11a■, 2 1a 

11.iit &re•>, with sun-Pot• ..a roonu 
2 :z '1'-)4a in •peacetime• .Ana4a llT■ryo 

(b) ~ 1■ - -11n1uan ■torac• area • tu ••t a14• of the 
a11'1'1.el4. 

WPWAI♦ 27191 
7. (a) The fol.l.lrillg Y■■■•l• were ■1Sbte4 • rq arriTal 1a tu ena1aga 

2 x lillaffwHpen/)a.ae111at■n (•t•• elae■') 
pa1.nte4 pq. lo pennat mlla■ or 
naH Tia11'le 

2 x Paet .Attaolc Oratt-Ga (•a--~11:. II• olaN) 
paint .. in gre&, )Na ... )laat 
oamoatlap •--• (aoept •••> 
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7(a) The aboTe were moored. in paire on the lan4n:rt a14e ot "11• aa1a 
jett,y. 

8. 

2 :ic Motor OD Boat■ ( .,.,... •la••') 
painted in grem, b1'0llll 11114 blaalc 
oamoufiage ■ohane 

l :ic large Patrol orart (63 ft .Ant) appareil7 
unarmed.. Grem, bl'Olm at blaak 
oamoutlage ■oh-• 

3 lC Blll&ll ramped 1and1ng or&rt (._oaflace 
painted.) 

The above were moored aga1nat a ■mall 3ett7 betwe• the 1181n 3ett,y 
and the !PF jetty. 

(b) In addition there wa■ an oranae-painted Te■■■l •.Aatartt4a• 
which appeared to be a ■■rrloe Teaa■l for Upt ~Ofll a4 agr ,.., • ., •• _,_ 
)ml.led. ■ohoaner ( "Bielo•t) which appeared. to 'bj nJ'1Zlg the ■tan 
and ■tripes. 

28 Joy 

(a) 1 :ic il011ette III fi• ■n■r■l aortiu alaac the BeacJ.• 
Ohannel. ('rhi■ airoratt appeared. to be baee4 at 11■bua1a 11114 
operated every day). 

(b) To the Neat of the airfield there ie a radio hilt whioh baa 
had reeent earth proteot1Te wall■ built rollZld it ■n4 the root of 
which was oamoutlaged in a Tery light oolour schema. 

(o) Part of the main naTal artetian hangar roof hat bee euioaflace 
painted 1n •jig-eaw• ■oh•• of ~, sr•• and blaalc. !he pdJlt 
appeared to be glo■e and oerWnl.7 ut notidq te ..... 1 the 
building. (Thia exerciae eeeme4 pointle■e aa the airti■ld ie 
eaaily identifiable, and juat across the bay are a n-'b•r of 
bright alun1nium-pa1nted t.P1 oil and gaa ■toraga tanke). 

(d) Both !1:1.nesweepera/Minehunter■ sailed .Bast on patrol at abOllt 
1100 hrs, returning at 2030 hrs, 

29 Boy 

(a) There were oonaidera'ble military air9r,.tt 11n•mt■ , 1nol114ing 
Sll;yTan, 047, Electra, 127, H8 125, I.A 35 \7). 2 z uwet D)26e 
flew low OTer the harbour at 1930 hn in a weeterly 41reot1m. 
(Th■ Territorial GoTermnat Hughee 500 helioopter nw regu].arl7 
and the Learjet was a frequat Tisi tor. Both orange pain'te4,) 

(b) The 2 :ic KGB■ eailed. laah'a:rta an patrol duriJl& the 11oming 
but returned b7 1400 hr■, 

(o) i'he town's first air-raid alert wa• praet1■e4 at 2030 hr■ 
with the aollZldiJl& of ■ir-■• Streets were oleared ■n4 it ft■ 
underetood that oal.7 authorised per■on■ were allowe4 out until 
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9(o) the m4 of ti. ourtew at 0100 Jan. Anled aarine■ arriTed in the 4oolt 
arn au4 there were a :nmaber ot 1111&11 pa'R'Ola. There appeared. 
to be a gmeral laok of mtima1a• cm the part of the voope 

10. 

who tried to shelter .traa the wind acl ra1a rather ... bep 
loolcout • .411 lighta 1n the toa were a:Uapiahecl. (!Id.a 414 
not aau■e mueh 1nocmTen1moe attl abOllt 2)00 Jan beoaue of the 
long .Antarotto 4117). laTipttcm 11gh-,a reain.-1 cm.. .lloh bloolt 
appeared. to have cme or mere wardma (o1nl1ena) no lul4 a 41attD.­
gu1ah1ng white araban4 • the left am. Tehlolee had all lighU 
maaked with a blue paint (and droTe about htee aa taat •• nol!Ul). 

(d) 1 x .Argmtine .Am:y "Un11101• waa aem in ton., but there waa 
no 1n41oat1on of the UD:11; to wh:t.oh 1 t belongecl. 

30 Noy 

(a) During the n:t.ght 29/30 Joy an LSD arri.Tecl 1n the harllour. 
When first seen it was fiooded dOWJl at the atom with rmpe ope 
and small landing oratt m.anoeunillg aroand. the ahip, but not ollft'71ng 
marinas. The LSD oarried no peMent mber but it olearl{ aut 
have bem the "Candido de La■a1a•. (!Pl tanker "La Plata alao 
arriTed), 

(b) During the day the LSD berthecl an the aeawud a14e ot the 
main jetty and ho1atecl the recl flag. Annpo1t1cm. waa offioacled 
and 1ranaported to the marine barraolta • .Aleo a large q111111t1"7 
of new metal bunkbed11 (eatillated 3<>0-400)and foam -ttreaaea. 

(o) At least 4 e:t.ngl-oat and 1 trin-llount 40mm Bofora .A.A gllJlll 
were oft-loaded. 

(d) The LSD thm loaded a oana14erable naber of onmc .. pa:llltecl 
clrwu (appeared to be 40 pllan fuel. 4naa) • .A dump of a1111lar 
drums waa aeen beh1.nd the naTal aT1at1an hangar 1n the airfield. 

(e) Crew oame aahore 1n tha e,,11111ng1 aae in ocabat 4reaa and 
others 1n blues. One sailor waa aem wearing a "Be].grmo• eap 
r1bbon. 

(t) 1 x MGB returnod from patrol at 1300 hra. 'l'he other ha4 
remained at the 3·11tty. 

(g) 1 x Combattente II olaae 1aet .Attaek Craft ■ailed :lut 
at 2030 hra. (Thia waa the only mOTemmt of th••• oraft 4uring 
my 3t daya in 1Jahlla1a). 

(h) 1 x am.ad MBJ26 d:t.d aeveral touoh-acl-go approaohea in both 
d1raot1cms and then landed. It took off at 2010 hrs. 

(1) llu.r1.J1g the time I was 1n Uahuia there was a lot of aot1T1b 
mortng oarth from the SY comer ot the airfield to soma point 011\ 
of sight. (Possible .A.A defences, with the gims landed by the LSll7) 

/11 • ••• 

t I /VI 



11. 
I 

aen,ra1 

Tha ai~ttan •••• Yer, relaxed;, Looal people aa14 all the tu.a 
wa■ in :au-o• ilr••• A large nuaber o:t OhilHJla who•• papers 
were not in order bed bee aet llaok to Oh1le;, .u a renlt: then 
wa■ a anere 11hort:age o:t labOU1'. Not IUIIQ" troopa nre to lie •-• 
Those in town were imamad. Seeui'Q' in the 4oob WU Terf lax 
(apart t1'CII 4uriq the air-raid J)1'aottae) 8ll4 peraea nra not 
asoppad :tor idanttt;y oheok. l'hara •••ed to be no apeaial aanrtv 
measure■ an the ?Pl tan.It tam, Thar• are a nwaber ot 40a 8ll4 
20-. g\Ulll ■ormted. aa a blld:f OYerlooldng the harbOIU' 1a the 
mariDe barraoka, but theae appeared. to be tor gim 4rlll rather 
than de:ten■iYe purpoae■ a• thq wan not dUC-in• MOYaet waa 
not allowed on the Chennel or to Pllerto .Allate llrowa - the latter 
oetenaibl;y beoauae the road waa ■aid to be UDdu repair attar 
damage duriq the winter, but more probably- beoauae ot 11111-ter, 
aotivit;y there. 

COMODORO RIVADAVIA - /t Pt• 
12, l pairs ot rain1'oroa4-ocmoret:a herde.ad ainra:tt aheltera wara 

sighted aa the Borth aide at tha Z'llllWll7, 11114a;- oaaau.aU.cm, 
but leaa a4Yanoa4 than thoaa at Rio Gallagoa (ag rein.t'ol'01Jl&: ••ah 
shaped but oanorete not ;yet poured.). Same daaign. a• thoae at 
Rio Gallagos. (Parhapa the i.th pair ha• not ;yet 'II•- atarledT). 
Concrete blast walla app .. rad oompletad, a■ well aa ta:r:S.waya. 

CONCLUSIOIS 

13. (a) There is a lot o:t •1.n:traatru.otiu-a• aotiTit;y in the Swth, 
rt• airora:ft shelters at Comodoro BiYadaTia, Rio Gallagos 11114 
,Uo Grande; air raid shelters at Rio Gallegos; inorea■ed il da:ten.aaa 
at Ushuaia, 

{b) The Navy would appear to haYe bested up their air oapabillt;y 
in tierra del Fuego YU armed MB326a an4 1!-2811 at Jlio firan4e. 
HweYer, Ushuaia at preaant appaara ooapuattYal.7 llllda:t•ded "P1Dat 
aurpriaa aurtaoe or "ir a ttaoJc. 

(o) '.lhere would appear te be preperaUana to aoo-od.ate more 
troopa at Uahuaia, Ti• atra ba4a. 

(d) The dearth o:t troopa in the tcnma and laok ot aettTity • 
the road■ auggaata that: a aiseable proportion o:t the no1"1181 p:rriacm. 
ha• bean deploy-ad elanhara. 
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