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RIO GALLEGOS Airpert EL R N i

26 Nov

(a) 1 x UH=1D or i helicopter in olive drah 23 cuflaze parked
on riain apron,

(b) Earth revetments for lisperzed alra> ot . 211, - sighted
at Zgaterm end of runwazy.

(c) L irs o -oinferced-. -.ovete hardenc. slre. ..t shelters
in o0 oL, ot leiy Ewd€ 0wl 1o ol the runway,
nec>lr Lo o1l

1l Dec

The foiilc./in,, «irerart veve ui,..tedd

1 o =52 L0 voliors Lt ooalnt senacne

I

Lo owloecioa
1 .. suaranl

& e

(8) & & o o Toed Slus v o PRI S .t ud headed
south.

(o) o~ - - AT LG Ll .. S a3 M Lol soulen Tlew
in unc o oL L L0 50 Lnn .

(e 1 - Coowmrand oea wiod v cwoozlize a0 rosw . .l overshoots.

Oranys. 1.

(d) 3 .-+ cior7wing in 4o o v g boardaed S v nin LADE
flight at deo urllegos hound  or dio sPande (viio 2t Tavy and
e

Marines teo-zitoryi.
(e) &t oofeon ond of ran. . u seuwuioom cide L. i large
undersroun? 3'olier vith o sorarnte ontroiice., - . .e.rby

geveral :1it ftrenches for —ir r2id »rotection,

RIO GRANDE - 26 Noy

(a) Rart: revet ents for uir.-uft dispersal sighted around the
airfield. ..ore¢ under construciion,

(b) 411 aircraft were parked inside the hangar, and it was
difficult to listinguish what ..os there apart from 1 x P,
several .B 3208, several .-2us and a Javreliner.
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'il ﬁuﬁ..ﬁ Ldd ﬂ_ 7—#‘;—
{a) In the town 1t was noted that the hespital had s red cress
painted onn the roof.
{d) New permanent housing is under construetion in the Narine

(e) Pew troops wers to De sem and those im the sireet were
wnaraed,

(£) At 2145 hrs an Aerolineas Argemtina 707 teck off
from the airport. From the interest it geners in the tom
1t appeared to be an wnusual event,

(g) Taroughout Tierra del Fuege mtm m t0 be sem announocing
*Lenex (sic), Picton y Neuva son Argentinas

ALloy

(a) During the morning pairs of n;zu uth under-wing steres
appeared to be re from patrel, uhm attacks
were made on the airfie (sooﬂ foxr AA mm, for pilets).
At no time were more than two aireraft sighted utmﬂ-o.

The underwing stores appeared te be 2 M0 peds and 6 reekets.

(v) Loeal residents seemed m relaxed adout the sttuatiom,
There sre a large number of osn workers in the tem Wut, spart
frem drunkemness, there appeared to bde no problem with them.

i-Deg

(a) I lmnded ss siroraft were being drowght out of the hangar.
The following were sighted:

ix &a {camouflage painted) with
X rocket pylons, but withou ckats

7 x MB326 (iiutm ::ot:-o. :oin
green gun-pods
nghrochtl !

2 x T-348 in "peacetime” irmada livery.

(b) There is sn ammunition storage area on the Esst side of the
airfield.

USHUAIA - 27 Hqy
(a) The follewing vessels were sighted on my arrival im the evening:

2 x Hineswespers/Minelumters ("Ton" olass?)
painted + Xo psmnmmt numbers or
names visible

2 x Fast Attack Oraft-Oun ("Combattante II" class)

painted in greem, drown sad bdlask
ocsnouflage seheme (except rademe)
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7{a) The above were moored in pairs om the landward side of the main

8.

9.

J.ttya

2 x Motor Gwn Boats ("Higgins" olass?)
painted in green, brown and black
camouflage scheme

1 x large Patrol Craft (63 £% AVR?) apparently
unarmed. Green, brown and bdlack
camouflage scheme

3 x amall ramped landing craft (esmouflage
painted)

The above were mcored against a small jetty between the main jetty
and the YPP jetty.

(b) In addition there was an orange-painted vessel "Antartida®

which appeared tc be a service vessel for light duoys and a ﬁup

ﬁlo% r;ohooncr ("Hielo"?) which appeared to bp ﬂyﬂg the stars
stripes.

28 Jeov

(a) 1 x Alouette III flew several sorties along the Beagle
Channel. (This airoraft appeared to be based at Ushmais snd
operated every day). :

(b) To the Nest of the airfield there is a radio hut whioch has
hed reeent sarth protective walls built round 1t and the roef of
whioch waa camouflaged in a very light solour acheme.

(6) Part of the main naval aviation hangar roof had been samouflage
painted in “Jig-saw" scheme of bdrown, green and black. The paint
appeared to be gloss and certainly did nothing to ecomeeal the
building. (This exercise secemed pointless as the airfield is
easily identifiable, and 4%81: across the bay are & number of

bright aluninium-painted YPF o1l and gas storage tanks).

(d) Both Minesweepers/Minehunters sailed Bast on patrol at about
1100 hra, returning at 2030 hra.

23 Noy

(a) There were conaiderable military air r’tt moveaents, including
Skyvan, C47, Electra, F27, H3 125, IA 35 (?). 2 x armed MB32Gs
flew low over the harbour at 1930 hrs in a westerly direction.

(The Territorial Government Hughes 500 helicopter flew rcgnlnrly
and the Learjet was a frequent visiter. Both orange painted.)

(b) The 2 x MGBs sailed Eastwards on patrol during the morning
but returned by 1400 hrs.

(o) The town's first air-raid alert was praetised at 2030 hrs

with the sounding of sirens. Streets were cleared mad it was
understood that omly authorized persons were allowed out until
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the end of tle ourfew at 0100 hrs. Armed marines arrived in the dook
area snd there were & number of saall patrols. There appeared

to be a general lack of enthusiasm on the part of the troops

who tried to shelter from the wind and raim rather keep

lookout. All lights in the towmn were ex shed. This did

not osuse mneh inconveniende until about 2 hrs because of the
long Antarctio day). Navigation lights remained on. Bach blook
appeared to have one or mere wardens (eivilians) who had a distin-
guishing white armband on the lefi arm. Vehioles had all 1ights
masked with a blue paint (and drove about twiece as fast as normal).

.

(d) 1 x Argentine Army "Unimog" was seen in town, but there was
no indication of the unit to whioch 1t belonged.

30 Noy

(a) During the night 29/30 Nov an L3D arrived in the harbour,

When firsi seen 1t was flooded down at the storn with ramps open

and small landing orafi manoeuvring around the ship, but not owrrying
marines, The LSD darried no pemmant number but it olnr:l.{ must

hg;; 23’:1 the "Candido de Lasala®. (YPF tanker "La Plata™ also

a8 v *

(b) During the day the LSD berthed on the seaward side of the
main jetty and hoisted the red flag, Ammunition was offloaded
and transported io the marine barracks. Also a large quantity
of new metal bunkbeds (estimated 300-~400)and foam mattresses.

(e) At least i single-mount and 1 twinemount hOwm Bofors AA guns
were off-loaded.

(d) The LSD then loaded a comsiderable number of e—-painted
drums (appeared to be 40 gallon fuel drums). A dump of similar
drums was seen behind the naval aviation hangar in the airfield.

(e) Orew oame ashore in the evening, some in ocombat dress and
others in blues. One sallor was seen wearing a "Belgrano®™ sap
ribbon.

(f) 1 x MGB returnod from patrol at 1300 hrs. The other had
renained at the Jetty.

(2) 1 x Combattante II olase Past Attaek Craft sailed Rast
at 2030 hrs. (This was the only movement of these oraft during
my 3% days in Ushuaia).

(h) 1 x armed MB326 d1d several touch-snd-go agpmohu in both
direotioms and then landed. It took off at 2010 hrs.

(1) the time I was in Ushuaie there was a lot of sctivi
moving earth from the SW corner of the airfield to some point ou
of sight. (Possible AA defences, with the guns landed by the L3D?)
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13.

Genexral

The situation seemed very relaxed. Logcal people said all the fuss
was in Buenos Aires. A large number of Chileans whose papers
were not in order had been sent back to Chile. 4is a t there
was a severe shortage of labour, Not many troops were to de seen,
Those in town were unarmed. Seeurity in the docks was very lax
(apart from during the air-reid practies) and persems were not
ssopped for identity check. There seemed to be no speeisl security
measures on the YPF tank farm. There are a number o¢of 40mm and
20mm guns mounted on a bluff overlooking the harbouxr in the
marine barracks, but these appsared to bde for gunm drill rather
than defensive purposes as they were not dug-in, Movement was
not allowed on the Channel or to Puerto Almte Bromm - the lstter
ostensibly because the road was said to be under repair after
damage during the winter, but more probably beoause of milftary
activity there.

COMODORO RIVADAVIA - 4 Deg

3 pairs of reinforoed-ocnorete hardened airoraft shelters were
aightod on the North side ef the undof construetion,

but less advanced than those at Rio Gallegos (eg reinforoing mesh
shaped but oomcrete not yet poured). 3Ssme design as those at

Rio Gallegos. (Perhaps the Lth pair has not yet been started?).
Concrete blast walls appeared oompleted, as well as taxiways.

CONCLUSIONS

(a) There is a lot of "infrastructure” aotivity in the South,

vis aircraft shelters at Comodoro Rivadavia, Rio Gallegos and
RioUGranga; air raid shelteras at Rio Gallegos; inorsased AA defences
a shuaia,

(b) The Navy would appear to have besfed up their air capability
in Tierra del Fuego viz armed NB326s and T-28s at Rio Grande.
However, Ushuaia at present appears comparatively wndefended against
aurprise surface or «ir attaok.

{0) Thers would appear te be preparations to asocmmodate more
troops at Ushumia, vis extra beds.

(d) The dearth of troops in the tomns and lack of aetivity om
the roads suggests that a sizseable proportion of the normal garriaom
has been deployed slsewhere.
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