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SUBJZ THIS IS IRl (b)(3)10USC424 I 
1. ARGENTINA (AR)--=- ___., 
2 ij l(b)(3) 10 USC 424 I 
3g CU) MI~lTARY AFFAIRS• ARGENTINE AIR FORCE SEES DETERIORATION 
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15., BUUI Ile ld8P81lfl TB A\1018 emH,Ofl;l,GQl!liiln $Ii 11QGT &JOl;IT; 
16 g SUMMARY I (e >"IBFORFI) ARGENTINE UE.R FORCE LEADER SH l P 
PERCEIVE$ A SERIOUS DETERIORATION IN ~IlITARY RELATIONS 
BETWEEN US AND ARGENTINA. LOSS OF ACCfSS TO TRAINING AND 
EQUIPMENT, LINKED TO USG HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY, ARE SEEN AS 
PRINCIPAL REASONS. THIS DETERIORATION IS A SERIOUS CONCERN 
FOR AIR FORCE LEADERS~IP, 

22. DETAIL.SI 1 

Sec. 3.3(b) (1) 

BRIG AGOSTI 
'--=-r~~N~T~R~-,.,-G~A~-L~E~A=o=E=-R s=H~I""""P=---=1c-=s-=c-=-o :-,-N c=e:=R:::-:-N-:-::E=-=o--=-A=e=-:-'o UT THE OE TERI OR Ar' l ON 

OF MILITARY-TO.MILITARY RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN THE ARGAF ANO XVE 
• I 

USAF. SOURCE A SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE ARGENTINE MILITARY HAVE" 
TRIED TO SEPARATE THE GOVERNEMT•TO•GOVERNM~NT CONFLICTS 
CONCERNEO WITH THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION FROM THE MILITARY•TO~ 
MILITARY RELATIONSHIPS, OVER A PERIOD OF TIME THE MILITARY : 
RELATIONSHIP HAS DETERIORATED BECAUSE THE GOA HAS BEEN DENIED 
ACCESS TO TRAINING AND US MILITARY EQUIPMENT. ACCORDING TO 
SOURCE A, THE ARGAF CONSIDERS THAT THE RELATIONSHJP~ZILL 
CONTINUE TO GO DOWN HILLj DESPITE ARGAF ATTEMPTS TO SLOW THE 
PROCESS. 

2. GClll9F8AU) THE EXAMPLES THAT SOURCES A AND 8 USED TO HIGH 
LIGHT THEIR CASE WERE THE TERMINATION OF EXCHANGE PROGRAMS, 
THE REDUCTION IN TRAINING IN THE CONUS~ ANO THE REDUCED ACCESS 
TO US SOURCES OF · MILITARY EQUIPMENT. IN SUMMARIZING HIS PINTS~ 
SOURCE 8 SAID THAT THESE REDUCTIONS IN CONTACT ARE RESULTING ; 
IN A LOS OF ARGAF UNOERSTANOING ' OF THE USAF AND THE UNITED , 
STATES, PARTICULARLY AT ' THE MlD CAREER LEVEL OF OFFICERS, SOURCE 

EHPHASIZED THE IMPACT OF THIS LOSS Of UNDERSTANDING BY TELLJNG 
Sec. 3•3(b)(1l wHITHIN THE NEXT FIVE OR SIX YE~RS AL L THE SENIOR ~~G,AR 
OFFICERS WHO HAO EXTENSIVE TRlINING lN THE US WOULD BE RETIRED, 
THE OFFICERS TAKING THEIR PLACES ~OULO NOT HAVE HAO AN OPPOP : 
TUNlTY TO UNO~RSTAND AND APPRECIATE THE UNITED SATES. YOUNGER 
OFFICERS~ IN THE FORMATIVE YEARS DP THEIR CAREERS, WOULD SE 
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GETTING EXPOSURE TO EUROPEAN CULTURES ANO TRAINING, RATHER THAN 
TO THE AMERICAN MILITARY AND ITS SOCIETY. SOURCE B EMPHASIZED 
THAT IT IS IN THE BEST INTEREST Of BOTH THE GOA AND THE USG, 
PARTICULARLY SINCE THE ARGENTINE MILITARY WILL BE IN CONTROL OF 
THE SRGENTINE SOCIETY FOR THE REST Or THE CENTURY, FOR THE FUTURE 
MILITARY LEADERSHIP TO HAVE EXPOSURE TO THE AMERICAN 
SOCIETAi,, SYSTEM. 
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3. (,'118F8ill0 INAOORe.SSING THE CASE OF LOSS OF ACCESS TO US 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT, SOURCE A, ANO LATER SOURCE C, HIGHLIGHTED 
THE REQUEST FOR EIGHT BELL 212S AS AN EVENT TIED TO THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS POLICIES OF THE USG, WHICH HAO CAUSED CONSIDERABLE· DAMAGE 
TD THE MILITARY•TO•MILITARY RELATIONSHIP. SOURCE A, LESS 
E~OTIONAL ABOUTH THE 0ELL CASE THAN WAS SOURCE C, SAID THE ARGAF 
AND THE GOA PERCEIVED THAT THE USG HAD GIVEN ASSURANCES THAT 
THE SALE WOULD BE APPROVED, ANO THEN HAD GONE BACK ON ITS WORD 
BY PUTTING CONDITIONS ON THE SALE THAT NO SOVEREIGN NATION COULD 
ACCEPT~ SOURCE B ADDED THAT THE BELL SITUATION HAD CAUSED A 
GREAT DEAL OF "BAO BLOOD" WITHIN THE ARGAF AT ALL · LEVELS, 
ALTHOUGH MOST OFflCERS RECOGNIZE THAT THE USG, ANO NOT THE USAF, 
HAD MADE THE DECISIONS CONCERNING THf BELL CASE~ THERE WAS A 
DEFINITE SPILLOVER OF 6AO WILL TOWARD THE USAF AS A PART OF THE 
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USG. SOURCE A WENT ON TO SAY THAT WITHIN THE ARGAF THERE IS A 
GROWING PERCEPTION THAT THE US IS NO LONGER A RELIA8LE SOURCE OF 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND TRAINING; THEREFORE, THEV QUESTION WHY 
A CLOSE BOND Of FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO AIR FORCES SHOULD BE 
CONTINUED,. 

4,. ( en•OFOA ,o ALL THREE SOURCES AGREED THAT THE CURRENT SI TU A TI ON 
IS UNDESIRABLEp AND NEEDS TO BE CORRECTED 1 SOURCE A AND B PROPOSED 
THAT IN LIGHT OF REDUCED CONTACT THROUGH TRAINING ANO EQUIPMENT, 
THE CONTACTS MAINTAINED THROUGH THE SVSTEM OF COOPERATION AMONG 
THE AMERICAN AIR FORCES (SICOFAA) AND THE INTER•AMERICAN DEFENSE 
SOARD (IADB) AND COLLEGE CIADC) WOULD hAVE TO BE RiJNFORCEO, 
SOURCE B SUGGESTED THAT DURING THE FORTHCOMING CONFERENCE OF 
CH!EfS OF THE AIR FORCES Of THE AMERICAS CCONJEFAM~R) TO 
BE HELD IN SAN ANTONIQ9 TEXAS, IN APRIL 1978, INCREASED CONTACT 
SETWEEN THE AIR FORCES SHOULD 8E A SUBJECT FOR BILATERAL DIS 
CUSSIDNS. SOURCiS A AND 8 SAID THAT EXCHANGE PROGRAMS WOULD BE 
PARTICULARLY 4 8ENtFICIAL FOR T~E ARGAF. 

COMMENT l &i,•~1srornu THESE DISCUSSIONS, OR MORE APPROPRIATELY 
LABELED LECTURES, ON THE DETERIORATION Of MILITARY•TOPHILITARY 
RELATIONS, APPARENHTY REFLECT REAL CONCERN AMONG THE ARGAf 
LEADERSHIP THAT WHAT THEY CONSIDER TO BE A LONG STANDING CLOSE 
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE USAF HAS BEEN DAMAGED. THE OPINIONS 
AND VIEWS OF SOURCE A ARE ~A~TICULARLY IMPORTANT BECAUSE HE IS 
A PRINCIPAL ADVISOR TOT~ CINC 

Sec. 3.3(b) (1) 

HAT H OT 
HAVE BENEFITED FROM THE EXPOSURE AND UNDERSTANDING HAS. 

l(b)(3) 10 USC 424 !COMMENT I (e/tl8P8FOO FOR · ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON 
ARGENTINE MILITARYS INTEREST lN DEVELOPING ALTERNATIVE SOURCES 
FOR ARMS SEE l~(b)(3) 10 USC 424 I ~HlCH REPORTS ON THE POSSIBLE 
OPENING OF SEVERAL NEW ATTACHE POSTS, SOME OF WHlCH ARE IN 

~ - COUNTRIES CAPABLE OF · EXPORTING ARMS. THIS MSG COORD H/EMBASSY~ 
~~(§:es BEe ea 
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