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1 . ~ SUMMARY A FEDERAL JUDGE HAS ORDERED THE ARREST OF 
FORMER NAVY CI NC AND JUNTA MEMBER ADMIRAL (RET) EMILIO 
MASSERA IN CONNECTION WI TH THE DISAPPEARANCE OF A BUSINESS­
MAN IN APRIL 1 977 . AT LEAST ONE KEY WITNESS HAS BEEN 
REPORTED DETAINED IN THE CASE AND OTHERS MAY ALSO BE 
ARRESTED . TllE NAVY HIGH COMMAND I SSUED A STATEMEN 'T' ON 
JUNE 15 STATING THAT MASSERA WILL COMPLY WITH THE ARREST 
ORDER AS SOON AS HE RETURNS TO ARGENTINJ\. MASSERA I S 
EXPECTED TO RETURN TODAY (JUNE 16) . END SUMMARY . 
2 . (U) A COURT SPOKESMAN CONFIRMED TO REPORTSRS ON JUNE 
14 THAT FEDERAL JUDGE OSCAR SAT,VI HAD ORDERED THE ARREST 
OF FORMER NAVY COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND JUNTA MEMBER EMILIO 
EDUARDO MASSERA IN CONNECTION WITH THE DI SAPPEARANCE AND 
PRESUMED MURDER OF BUSINESSMAN FERNANDO BRANCA I N APRIL 
1977. JONE 16 NEWSPAPERS REPORTED THE ARREST EARLIER IN 
THE WEEK OF MARTA RODRTGUP.Z MCCORMACK, COMMON - LAW WI FE OF 
BRANCA WHO MAY HAVE BEEN MASSERA'S MI STRESS AT THE TIME 
BRANCA VAN I SHED . RODRTGUr.7. MCCORMACK'S DETENTlON COULD BE 
FOLLOWED BY OTHER ARREST ORDERS FROM THE JUDGE, ACCORDING 
TO COURT SOURCES . PRESS ACCOUNTS OF WHAT IS DESCRIBED AS 
A FAR-RANGING JUDICIAL PROBE FLATLY DESCRIBE MS . RODR I GUEZ 
AS I MPLICATED IN BRANCA ' S COMPLEX DEALINGS INVOLVING 
MASSERA AND POSSIBLY WITH THE BOSINESSM/\N'S DISAPPEARANCE . 
3 . (U) THE NAVY HIGH COMMAND, REACTI NG TO THC: HIGHLY 
PUBLI CIZED LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS INVOLVING ITS FORMER CINC , 
ISSUED A STATEMENT ON JUNE 15 SAYING THAT MASSERA "WILL 
COMPLY WITH SALVI ' S REQUEST AS SOON AS MASSERA KETURNS 
TO THE COUNTRY. " THE STATEMENT ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT " THE 
NAVY , DUP. TO THE TEM PORARY SECRECY OF THE CAS 8, CANNOT 
PROPERLY EVALUATE THE SITUATION AND ESPECIALLY THE I SSUE OF 
JURI SDl C'l'ION ," WHICH PROMPTED PRESS SPECULATION THAT THE 
NAVY OR MASSERA HIMSELF MIGHT CHALLENGE SALVJ ' S COMPETENCE 
TO HANDLE THE CASE. 
4 . (U) MASSERA IS EXPECTED TO RETURN TO ARGENTINA JUNE 16 
FROM BRAZI L WHERE, ACCO~DI NG TO PRESS REPORTS, HE IS EN 
ROUTE BACK FROM MADRID . I N A RADIO INTERVIEW FROM RIO JUNE 
15, MASSERA SAID THAT HE WAS " SURPRISED" BY SALVI ' S ARREST 
ORDER AND THAT " IN A SHORT WH ILE J WT LL BE IN BUENOS AI RES 
AND I WI LL TRY TO FIND OUT WHY SALVI ORDERED MY ARREST , 
WHICH SUGGESTS THAT I AM A ~UGITIVE--SOMETHING I DEFINITELY 
AM NOT ." REUTERS REPORTED FROM MADRID THAT MASS~RA MET 
THERE WI TH FORMER ARGENTINE PRESIDENT MRS . PERON AT LEAST 
TWICE LAST WEEK, ACCORDI NG TO SOURCES CLOSE TO MRS . PERON. 
5 . (U) BRANCA CASE JUDGE SALVI ' S ARREST ORDER I S THE 
RESULT OF INVESTIGATIONS THAT BEGAN IN NOVEMBER 1981, 
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WHEK PATRICIO KELLY (ARGEKTINE JOURNALIST AND NATIONALIST 
EXTREMIST) TOOK MASSERA TO COURT FOR ALLEGEDLY 3EING :N­
VOLVED IN TEE BRANCA CASE AND IN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE 
JTl\LIAN " PROPAGANDA n-JO" MASONIC LODGE IN ARGENT:!:NA . 
ACCORDI NG TO THE WlRE SERVICE "NOTICIAS ARGENTINA$" 
BRANCA A~C MASSERA HAD BUSINESS LINKS AND WERE PLANNING 
TO OPEN A BANK . BRANCA ALSO WANTED MASSERJ\ TO FIND HIM 
A BUYF.R FOR SOME OF HIS PROPERTY SO THAT THE PROCEEDS 
COULD BE USED TO OPEN THE BANK . BRANCA DISAPPEARFD AFTER 
ANNOUNCING THAT HE WAS GO ING SAILING WITH MASSERA. 
FOL~OWI NG BRAKCA ' S DISAPPEARANCE, HIS :ORGED S~GN~TUR~ WAS 
USED TO SELL MUCH OF HIS PROPERTY . PRESS SPECULAT ION IS 
THAT MASSERA MAY 3E CHARGED WITH "COV:::R:NG UP THE MURDER". 
KELLY TOLD THE PRESS ON J UNE 14 THAT "THE COURTS HAVE 
SuFFICIENT EVI DEKCE " TO SENTENCE MASSERA . 
6 . (U) MASSERA ' S ?ARTY FOR SCClAL JEMOCRACY (PSJ) 
CHARGED THAT J UDGE SALVT ' S ARREST WARRANT WAS PART OF A 
" POLITICAL ~ANEJVER" TO HAM!=>E~ A " NATIONAL ALLIANCE " 
BETWEEN MASSERA AND THE PERONISTS. II\ A STATEf'l:ENT ISSUED 
ON JuNS H , THE PSD SAI D THA':' "MASSERA IS BEING ATTACKED 
BECAUSE HE WAS DESIGNATEJ BY GENERAL ?ERON ANO CONtIRMSD 
IN HIS POST BY MRS. PF.RON, BECAUSE HE DEFENDED NATIONAL 
SOVEREIGNTY , AND BECAUSE HE FOUGHT AGAINST THE DEATH 
PARTY ( IN REFERENCE TO ARMED LEFT-WING SUBVERSION) " . 
MASSERA ' S SUPPOSED CONTACTS WITS ISABF,L PERON IN MADRID, 
THE SUBJECT OF INTENSIVE POLITICAL SPECULATION THE PAST 
TEN DAYS SINCE WORD OF THEM WAS FIRST LEAKED OR PLANTED, 
HAS BROUGHT CONSTERNATION TO Tri!:: LEADERSHIP 01:' THE 
PERONIST MOVEMENT . THE FORMER PRESIDENT AND SPIRITUAL 
Li:;ADER OF PERONlSM HAS SHCN~ED CONTACTS WITH PA~TY 
REPRESENTATIVES AN D PRESIDENT IAL ASPIRANTS ALlKE SINCE 
SHE WENT T~TO EXIL~ AND SECLUSION TWO YSA~S AGO. 
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7 . -+@+ COt✓.MSN:' I T APPEARS THAT THE NAVY MAY LET 
MASSERA BE TRI~D I~ THE CI VILIAN COURT . AD~IRAL BONINO 
TOLD THE DCM AT DINNER JUNE 14 THAT THE NAVY POSITI ON , 
TAKEN AFTER CONSULTATIONS AMONG T!iE TOP ADMIRALS , TS ( 1) 
TO HAVE A REVIEW 0: THE EVIDENCE, (2) IF THErtE IS REAL 
CRIMINAL EVIDENCE , NCT TO I NTERVENE IN ANY WAY, ( 3) IF THE 
CASE SEE~S TO BE MADE fOR ~OLITICAL REASONS , ~O TAK£ 
ACTION TO JEFEND A NAVY OFFICER AGAINST A POLITICAL 
ATTACK. I NCUMBENT NAVY CI NC RUBEN FRANCO HAS NOT DIS­
GUISED HIS DISLIKE TO MASSERA IN CONVERSATIONS WITH THE 
AMBASSADOR . SHLAUDEMAN 
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