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22. DETAILS: -f5,t- The US Embassy Regional Security Officer met with a 
member of the Argentine Intelligence Community and provided the assess­
ment of the terrorist situation in Argentina, which is enclosed in this 
IR. Essentially the report states that the government's anti-subversive 
campaign has been successful and has severJ.y disrupted the terrorist 
movement. It basically concludes that the subversives are no longer a 
principal threat and that only minor pockets of resistence remain. 

COMMENT: -ts+- The Argentine Intelligence Officer gave a glowing report 
on the government's anti-subversive activities and painted a rosy picture 
for the future, but there are many who are not as optimistic. Small 
terrorists groups continue to pose a threat and they are still dangerous 
even though their level of activity has diminished. The Guerrillas 
continue to maintain the capability to carry out low risk ventures such 
as assassinations, kidnappings and bombings on soft targets. This type 
of activity vill probably continue for months or perhaps even for years 
to come. 
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E•timate of Current Y.ontonero Strength and 
Rational and International Activity 

ISO aet with •enior member of the Argentine intelligence 
community. Source stated that presently toe oilitary war 
against the ■ ubversives is rapidly cocing to an end and 
that by next year the terrorist activitie• should be 
limited to action on the labor, atucent and religious 
fronts. Source stated that several days a~o they bad 
4iacovered vhat they believed to be the laat of the 
jamming stations uaed recently by the Montoneroa to 
interfere with national broadcasca. The station broad­
casted under the title "Liberated Argentina." 

loarce stated that Montonero activities throughout the 
country have decreased with t~e exception of Rosario. 
Th• increase in Rosario is due to the transfer of units 
from Santa Fe to that cit.y. Source stated that the 
■ove=ent in total is in disarray aud the unit• are 
continually coving fro~ one area to another to avoid 
di•covery by security services. Altbouhh this ha• 
inhibited govern~ent action against ~he~, it has also 
■ade it very diffic~lt for the terrorists to take any 
co,uaolidated action against government targets. Source 
1t~ted that at present the Montonero combative strength 
Dationvide ia considered to be about 750. Thia figure 
i■ baaed on an analysis made at the beginning of this 
aouth. During the month there have been additional losse• 
which vould have to be •ubtracted f~om that estimate. 
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Source stated that there bav• been numerou1 defection• from 
the Hontoneros. Pi~at~ by terroriata who have fled the 
couDtry, either upon direction of a higher authority or 
on their own initiative. Second, persona vho have atepped 
out of co~bat (gone to the margin) and third, peraon1 ~ho 
have aurrendered to tne government. In the past 1everal 
aonths there have been approximately 40 such surrenders. 
Thia represents an estimated 5-6 percent ~f the eziating 
Hontonero combat strength. Source stated that a recent 
•urvey vas conducted of th~ pereon• who had surrendered 
to determine why they had not surrendered earlier. The 
1eneral consensus was that they were unaware of the pro­
cedures for surrendering and they did not believe the 
government would give them good tiP.&tment. Source atated 
the govern~ent's policy is to provide goad treatment for 
any terrorists that surrender and to give th,~ one-third 
of what would be the normal •entence. Sourceatated that 
the aecurity services have not made clear to :be terrorists 
the procedures for surrendering and the aaa~!"ncea nf good 
treatment. Source hoped to aee an increaae in the number 
of Kontoneroa vho turn themaelve• in in the future. 

Source stated that the Montanaro supreme command baa beet 
in Lurope, with head~uarters in Rome, for quite some time 
bat now even the second level leade~ship baa been recalled 
fros Argentina and consequently there is Yery little leader­
ship or directiou to the present Montonero activities. The 
5ational Conduction had attempted to infiltrate leadership 
~•ck into the country every 40 days to provide temporary 
direction. However, the past three leaders were captured 
within eeven days of their arrival in Argentina and aub­
••quently they have •topped infiltrating leadership back 
into Argentina for periodic visit ■• Source stated that 
the Montonero leadership in Europe ha• established contact• 
with Al Fatah and affiliated Arab organizations. Recently. 
lirmenich and Vaca Narvaja met with the head of Al Fatab 
and other Arab organizations. Source stated the purpoae 
of the ■ e meeting ■ and diacuaaiona ia not known at thia ti••• 

Source •~ated that although the main terrorist organizations 
are being ayatematically eliminated. there ■ till are numeroua 
amall groups of various political ideologies that haYe re­
••ined active up to the present. Theee organisation• will 
be better dealt with when the main groups have been eliminated. 
Tvo daya ago in Mar del Plata. a new organization was identi-
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fied aa the Communist-Marxist-Leninist ParLY• Thi ■ element, 
although ■call, was discovered to have a people' ■ pri ■ on, 
communications equipcent and aophis~icated weapon ■, 

including the I~GRAllAM line of subcachineguna. Source 
atated they also had long-barrelled weapons that apparently 
b&Te come from the U.S. Source stated t~i• group baa no 
relationship to the legal Comcunist Party of Argentina 
vhich has not been involved in any terrorist activities. 
Source etatetl that sooe of these scall groups have been 
receiving financial support froc outside the country. The 
intelligence services believe, but co not have definitive 
proof, that the Cuban Ecbaasy has been providing financial 
aupport for the Fidelist-based move~ents and that other 
groups have received so~e lioited support fro~ the Fourth 
International, basea in Paris. Source stated that th• 
Moutoneros and the E?.P had financed their own operation& 
through kicoappings, bank robberies, extortions and other 
auch activities and bad not received financial aaai■ tance 
fro11 abroad. 
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