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22. DETAILS: ~£5)- The US Embassy Regional Security Officer met with a
member of the Argentine Intelligence Community and provided the assess-
ment of the terrorist situation in Argentina, which is enclosed in this
IR. Essentially the report states that the government's anti-subversive
campaign has been successful and has sevenly disrupted the terrorist
movement. It basically concludes that the subversives are no longer a
principal threat and that only minor pockets of resistence remain.

COMMENT: —€€&3~ The Argentine Intelligence Officer gave a glowing report
on the govermment's anti-subversive activities and painted a rosy picture
for the future, but there are many who are not as optimistic. Small
terrorists groups continue to pose a threat and they are still dangerous
even though their level of activity has diminished. The Guerrillas
continue to maintain the capability to carry out low risk ventures such
as assassinations, kidnappings and bombings on soft targets. This type
of activity will probably continue for months or perhaps even for years
to come.
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Estinmate of Current Montomero Strength and
NHational and International Activity

t%@i&l 1SO met with senior member of the Argentine intelligence
communitv. Source stated that presently the nilitary war

against the subversives is rapidly coming to an end and
that by next year the terrorist activities should be
limited to action on the labor, stuceat and religious
fronts. Source stated that several davs sgo they had
discovered what they believed to be the laat of the
jamming stations used recently by the Montoneros to
interfere with national broadcasts. The station broad-
casted under the title "Liberated Argentina.”

$ource stated that Montonero activities throughout the
country have decreased with the exception of Rosario.
The increase in Rosario is due to the transfer of units
from Santa Fe to that citv. Source stated that the
sovement in total is in disarrav acd the units are
continually moving froz one area to another to avoid
discovery by security services. Although this has
inhibited government action against then, it has also
sade it very difficult for the terrorists to take any
ctonsolidated action against government targets. Source
stated that at present the Montomero combative strength
pationwide is considered to be about 750. Thig figure
is bpased on an analysis made at the beginning of this
month. During the month there have been additional losses
vhich would have to be subtracted f-om that estimate.
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Source stated that there have been numerous defecrions from
the Montoneros. Fivst, by terrorists wvho have fled the
country, either upoan direction of a higher authoriry or

on their own ipitiative. Second, persons who have stepped
out of combat (gone to the margin) and third, persons vho
have surrendered to the government. In the past several
months there have been approximately 40 such surrenders.
This represents an estimated 5-6 percent of the existing
Montonero combat strength. Source stated that a recent
survey was conducted of tha persons who had surrendered

to determine why they had not surrendered earlier. The
general consensus was that they were unavare of the pro-
cedures for surrendering and they did not believe the
government would give them good treatment, Source stated
the government's policy is to provide good treatment for
any terrorists that surrender and to give thi™ one~third
of what would be the normal sentence. Source stated that
the security services have not made clear to he terrorists
the procedures for surrendering and the assurinces of good
treatment. Source hoped to see an increase in the number
of Montoneros wvho turn themselves in in the future,

Source stated that the Montonero supreme command has beei

in Lurope, with headouarters in Rome, for quite some time
but now even the second level leadership has bdeen recalled
from Argentina and consecuently there is very little leader-
ship or direction to the present Montonero activities. The
Bational Conduction had attempted to infiltrate leadership
back into the country every 40 days to provide temporary
direction. Howvever, the past three leaders were captured
within seven days of their arrival in Argentina and sub-
sequently they have stopped infiltrating leadership back
into Argentina for periodic visits. Source stated that

the Montonero leadership in Europe has established contacts
with Al Fatah and affiliated Arab organizations. Recently,
Firmenich and Vaca Narvaja met with the head of Al Fatah
and other Arab organizations. Source stated the purpose

of these meetings and discussions is not known at this time.

Source stated that although the main terrorist organizations
are being systematically eliminated, there still are numerous
small groups of various political ideologies that have re-
mained active up to the present. These organizationa will

be better dealt with when the main groups have been eliminated.
Tvo days ago in Mar del Plata, a new organization was identi-
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fied as the Communist-Marxist-Leninist Parcy. This element,
although srcall, was discovered to have a people's prison,
communications equipment and sophisticated weapons,
including the ILNGRAHAM line of submachineguns. Source
stated they also nad long-barrelled weapons that apparently
have come from the U.S. Source stated tiis group has no
relationship to the legal Comnunist Party of Argentina
which has not been involved in any terrorigst activities.
Source stated that somne of these small groups have been
receiving finarcial support from outside the country. The
intelligence services believe, but do not have definitive
proof, that the Cuban Embassy has been providing financial
support for the Fidelist-based movements and that other
groups have received some linmited support from the Fourth
International, based in Paris. Source stated that the
Montoneros and the E2P had financed their own operations
through kidnappings, bank robberies, extortions and other
such activities and had not received financial assistance
from abroad.
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