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I. Over the past year the security situation in Argentina • 

has greatly improved. The best available estimates of te 

strength ~eflect 400-500 Montoneros, 70-100 ERP and less t 

20 Workers Power Com~unist Organization (OCPO). The leade 

ship of both the Montoneros and the ERP is operating out of 

Europe anq the organizations are in disarray. The OCP0 

has not recently engaged in terrorist activities and for 

most part they are in deep hid i ng. Recently a cache · of arm s ·· 
k 

was discovered in Mar del Plata belonging to the PCML (Marx f i -
(::,:-
· • ! •. Leninist Communist Party). Ho~~ver, they have n ot been 

significant 
iRai involved in/terrorist activities for .over l 

::.·:. 
1 / 2 ye a rs . \ :-

2. The Montoneros represent the major terrorist threat. 

are operating principally in th• southern area of greater 

Buenos Aires which includes the major industrial area. 
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~- They ~ave been trying to forge an identification 

vith dissatisfied workers and to capitalize on the harsh 

economic situa~ion. They have threatened business execu­

tives whose companies have b~come invol~ed in labor dis-_ 

putes or who have laid off workers. This attempt to ideutify 

strongly with workers' aspirations through attacks against 

management is and will continue to be their main goal 

during this coming year. 

3 • The major limitation on Montonero terrorist activities 

mx~lri:~zitt~ results from their depleted resources. 

They have suffered major defections, in some cases of high 

ranking personnel. Many of these defectors are collaborating 

with Argentine security officials, making it very difficult 

for the Montoneros to successfully conduct operations. 

The strongest and largest Montonero column is Column 25 

which is apaa operating in the southern area of greater 
It has 60 to 80 members. 

Buenos Aires.(This column received a serious setback on 
(Raul Mortola) 

De~. 14, 1977 ~hen its leader/was killed in a confrontation 

with security forces. He was responsible for the assassina-

tion of General Omar ACTIS in 1976, Col. Angel SURADA in 

~y 1977, of Rodolfo IARCIE, manager of Algodonera LavalJol, 
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j and, on Oct_- 13. 1977, he was responsible for planting 7 
a bomb in front of the house of Mr~ Beech. manager of 

Chrysler. This setback has temporarily reduced. the 

effectiveness of thi southern column which ·had been re­

sponsible for numerous attacks against business and govern­

ment•• personnel. 

4. The Embassy's over~ll assessment is that Argentina 

is safe for U.S. tourist travel and government officials 
private 

coming on/akMXX ~xi~B visits. XIX~~ rhe security situation 

has improved for American business personnel and they 
should feel free to 
/~y ~zt)IQc travel to Argentina with the caveat 

that they follow good security practices, avoid publicity· 
serious. 

and that their companies are not involved in any /labor 

disputes~~ All U.S. business executives 

visiting Ari~ntina should be encouraged to meet with the 

Embassy Security Officer to discuss specific security 

safeguards to be followed while in Argentina. 

~¥~•~~iWl~~is-vii~v American executives of U.S. firms 

presently based in Argentina is approximately 55. 
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