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1, (U) COUNTRY: ARGENTINA (AR)
2. (U) REPDRT NUMBER: ((b)(3):10 USC 424

3, €UY TITLE® (U) HUMAN RIGHTS<GOA EFFORTS TO DEAL RESPON=
SISBLY wITH JEHOVA'S WITNESSES - od
4, (U) PROJECT NUMBERZ N/A rec'd RDS-3B OfFEs

5, (U) DATE OF INFORMATION: 799202 eC ]

6, (U) DATE OF REPORT: 791285 : ‘
7. (U) DATE AND PLACE OF ACGUISITION: 798282, BUENOS AIRES

8, (U) REFERENCE:
9. (W) ASSE;‘SSMENT'.'LLL (b)(3):10 USC 424
19, (U) ORIGINATORS

11, (U) REGUEST EVALUATIONI QMIY

12. (U) PREPARING OFFICER:
[ ] -
13\ U) APPROVING AUTHORITY®@)(3):10 USC 424

03

14, (U) SOURCE:|

PAGE \ 1 N N aptioitt

’mxmﬂousc424 ‘




DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE  pecLassFiEDINPART

JOINT CHIEES OF STAFF Authority: E013526 )
DIA FOIA & Declassification Services Offices
MESSAGE CENTER Date: oOct 18, 2018
PAGE 2 —F— i 61526

15, (U) SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS$ —DERE=NO—NOFERN—FO—AVEID—EM—
B RRE ST OO S B O B RN

16, E/NGFGRN- THIS IR FORWARDS INFORMATION CONCERNING GOA
EFFORTS TO RESPOND TO USG INITIATIVES ON BEHALF OF JEHOVA'S
WITNESSES,
22, DETAILSI —E7NeFeRN-{Sec 3.3(b) (1)

SOURCE DISCUSSED RECENT U,S. AMBASSADOR CASTRO'S VISIT WITH
ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTER PASTOR, IN WHICH THE FORMER
EXPRESSED CONCERN FOR JEHOVA'S WITNESSES IN ARGENTINA,
ACCORDING TO SOURCE, AMBASSADOR CASTRO'S OVERTURE ON BEHALF

OF THE LITTLE KNOWN RELIGIOUS SECT, ALONG WITH OTHER GROUPS!
INITIATIVES, HAS HAD AN EFFECT ON THE GOA,

2, E/NOFORNY> SOURCE CITED AN INCREASING NUMBER

OF LOW=RANKING NON=COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND RECRUITS CLAIMe
ING EXEMPTION FROM MILITARY SERVICE, ACCENTUATING DIFFICULTIES
OF THE GOVERNMENT IN DEALING WITH THE JEHMOVA'S WITNESSES,

FOUR ARGAF NCO'S ARE NOW UNDER ARREST IN PARANA, AND ARE
AWAITING TRIALS; IF FOUND GUILTY, THEY COULD FACE SENTENCES

OF FOUR YEARS,

3, 4E/NBFERNT ACCORDING TO SOURCE, GOA IS DEALING WITH THE
MATTER BROUGHT UP BY AMBASSADOR CASTRO IN A SERIOUS AND
RESPONSIBLE WAY, THE GOVERNMENT, HE ASSERTED, IS UNDER~=

TAKING A STUDY TO DETERMINE HOW BEST TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEMew
AND MEET USG APPROVAL AS WELL, CURRENTLY BEING CONSIDERED

IS THE ALTERNATIVE OF ALLOWING THE JEHOVA'S WITNESS MEMBERS
SERVE TWO YEAR "CIVIL SERVICE" ENLISTMENT IN AREAS SUCH AS
FORESTRY WITH THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, WITH YPF (YACI=
MIENTOS PETROLIFERQS FISCALES, STATE OIL ENTITY) OR IN

STATE MINES IN ISOLATED AREAS OF THE COUNTRY. THIS WOULD

NOT ONLY ELIMINATE THE JAIL SENTENCES, BUT WOULD ALSQ GIVE

GOA FLEXIBILITY IN DEALING WITH THE PROBLEM OF PROVIDING
MUCHeNEEDED LABOR IN REMOTE AREAS OF THE COUNTRY.

 COMMENT ! 4E/NGFaRN-]

Sec. 3.3(b) (1)

| HE SEEMED,
|Sec. 3.3(b) (1) SINCERE AND HDNEST IN THE
ELABORATION OF GOA'S PROBLEMS WITH JEHOVA'S WITNESSES, THE
THRUST OF THE DISCUSSION WAS THAT ARGENTINA WILL RESPONSIBLY
RESPOND TO USG CONCERN FOR JEHOVA'S WITNESSES, AND THAT

GOA EFFORTS WILL GAIN THE APPROVAL OF USG AS WELL AS
ARGENTINE AUTHORITIES,

B, €E€#NOFERN— SOURCE SEEMED GENUINELY INTERESTED IN HOW

USG DEALS WITH THESE TYPES OF PROBLEMS, [Sec 3.3(b)(1) ]
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OF NUN=COMPULSDKY SERVICE (NO DRAFT) ;[ ] [Sec. 3.3(0) (1)

WHEN THE DRAFT WAS IN FORCE, USG WOULD NORMALLY B

FPLACE SECT MEMBERS IN NONoCOMBATTANT RELATVED DUTIES SUCH AS
QRDERLIES, ADMINISTRATION, AND OTHER SUPPORY ACTIVITIES,
SOURCE TOOK NOTE OF THIS INFORMATION, AND ASKE —HFIT

WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN INFOQRMATION ON JEHOVY wITNEséES, [Sec-3-3(b)(1)
SUCH AS PAMPHLETS OR BROCHURES| —PROMISED TO TRY TO

FURFILL HIS 5 o o
C, [Sec. 3.3(b) (1) THE DISCUSSION REFLECTED THE FACT THAT  Sec.330)(1)

CONSTRUCTIVE CONSIDERATION QF THE MATTER IS BEING GIVEN
BY GOA.
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