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SUBJ: THIS IS IR (b)(3):10USC424 
L (U) COUNTRY: ARGENTINA (AR) 
2 G (U) REPORT NUMBER: ~@)(3) 10 USC 424 I 
Jg CU) TITLE~ (U) HUMAN RIGHTS~GOA EFFORTS TO DEAL RESPON~ 
SIBLY ~ITH JEHOVA 1 S ~ITNESSES 
4, CU) PROJECT NUMBER: N/ A 
5 9 (U) DATE OF INFORHATIONa 7~0202 
6., CU) DATE OF REPO .RTl 790205 
7a (U) DATE ANO PLACE OF ACQUISITION: 790202" 
8" (U) REFERENCE I 1 J 
g~ (U) ASSESSMENT: (b)(3)10USC424 I 
10~ CU) ORIGINATOR:~. ________ _J. 
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11e CU) REQUEST EVALUATIONJ~. ~O~Ml.l_l_T _______________ 1 
121:1 CU) PREPARING OF"FICER: 

SOURCE: 
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1 5 ~ ( U ) SPEC IA L I NS TR UC TI O NS S IH R C = ,~ e ,~ e f O fH~ T e ~ 1J 8 I 9 E ,1 
8AM.litAS3flENT TB !IOST 68\'ERPJMEPil 
16 1 (E/HOF8R~) THIS IR FOR~ARDS INFORMATION CONCERNING GOA 
EFFORTS TO RESPOND TD USG INITIATIVES ON BEHALF OF JEHOVA•S 
w ITNESSES II 

22. DETAILS& ce1t◄ OFBi;HI) 1sec3.3(b) (1 ) I 
SOURCE DISCUSSED RECENT u.s_ AMBASSADOR CASTRO'S VISIT WITH 
ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTER PASTOR, IN WHICH THE ~ORMER 
EXPRESSED CONCERN FOR JEHOVAIS WITNESSES IN ARGENTINA. 
ACCORDING TO SOURCE, AMBASSADOR CASTRO'S OVERTURE ON BEHALF 
OF THE LITTLE KNOWN RELIGIOUS SECT, ALONG WITH OTHER GROUPS' 
INITIATIVES, HAS HAD AN EFFECT ON THE GOA, 
2. (9/NOFORH) SOURCE CITED AN INCREASING NUMBER 

61525 

OF LOWaRANKING NON•COMMISSlONED OFFICERS AND RECRUITS CLAIM~ 
ING EXEMPTION FROM MILITARY SERVICE, ACCENTUATING OIFFICU~TIES 
OF THe GOVERNMENT IN DEALING WITH THE JEHOVA'S WITNESSES, 
FOUR ARGAF NCO'S ARE NOW UNDER ARREST IN PARANA, AND ARE 
AWAITING TRIALS1 IF FOUND GUILTY, THEY COULD FACE SENTENCES 
OF FOUR YEARS. 
3• (S/NOF0RN) ACCORDING TO SOURCE, GOA IS OEALlNG WITH THE 
MATTER BROUGHT UP BY AMBASSADOR CASTRO IN A SERIOUS AND 
RESPONSIBLE WAY. THE GOVERNMENT, HE ASSERTED, IS UNDER~ 
TAKING A STUDY TO DETERMINE HOW BEST TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM•• 
AND MEET USG APPROVAL AS WELL. CURRENTLY BEING CONSIDERED 
IS THE ALTERNATIVE Of ALLOWING THE JEHOVA'S WITNESS MEMBERS 
SERVE TWO YEAR ~CIVIL SERVICE" ENLISTMENT IN AREAS SUCH AS 
FORESTRY WITH THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, WITH YPF (VACI• 
MIENTOS PETROLIFEROS FISCALES, STATE OIL ENTITY) OR IN 

~-~ STATE MINES I N ISOLATED AREAS OF THE COUNTRY. THIS WOULD 
Sec3.3 NOT ONLY ELIMINATE THE JAIL SENTENCES, BUT WOULD ALSO GII/E 
(b)(1 ) GOA FLEXIBILITY IN DEALING wITH THE PROBLEM OF PROVIDING 

L__ __ -ti::::--Mc..x..x,H•NEEDED LABOR IN RE~M~O:...u,,:......_!::A~R.loLLl.~S_O~F"--LU..l,.____.,....,_,_,-1.!...J....Ll....L_.___ ________ -, 
OMMENTI -+fi;+fij~~~ 

Sec. 3.3(b) (1) 
HE SEEM£0, 

Sec. 3.3(b) (1 ) SINCERE ANO HONEST IN THE 
ELABORATION OF GOA'S PROBLEMS WITH JEHOVA'S WITNESSES. THE 
THRUST OF THE DISCUSSION WAS THAT ARGENTINA WILL RESPONSIBLY 
RESPOND TO USG CONCERN FDR JEHOVA 1S WITNESSES, AND THAT 
GOA EFFORTS wILL GAIN THE APPROVAL Of USG AS WELL AS 
ARG~NTINE AUTHORITIES, 
Ba Ce /PWF 8fW) SOURCE SEEMED GENUINELY INTERESTED IN HOW 
USG DEALS WITH THESE TYPES OF PROBLEMS 1 ~1S_e_c_3_.3~(b~)~(1~) ___ _ _J 
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U~G DOES NOT FACE THIS PARTICULAR PROBLEM CURREN BECAUSE 

MPUI S RV ERVlCE NO DRAFT • Sec. 3.3(b) (1) 

~-~--~WHEN THE DRAFT WAS IN FORCE, USG WOULD NORMA~LV 
PLACE SECT MEMBERS IN NONuCOMBATTANT RELATED DUTIES SUCH AS 
ORDERLIES, ADMINISTRATION p AND OTHER SUPPORT -CTIVI lES. 
SOURCE TOOK NOTE OF THIS J~FORMATlON~ ANO ASKE~=~~~~ --~------
WOU~O t:E POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN INF.: T!ON ON JEHO WITNESSES, Sec. 3.3(b)(1) 
SUCH AS PAM PH I., E i S OR BROCHURES ~=~~4.1-fl~-k.U__!_T ~O_ T_!__R~V!___T~O~ --------,_ _____ ~ 
FU~FILL HIS REQUEST 
c,Jsec 33(b)(1) hHt DISCUSSION REFLECTED THE FACT THAT Sec 33(b)(1) 
CONSTRUCTIVE CONSIDE~ATIDN OF THE MATTER IS BEING GIVEN 
av GOA. 
THIS MSG AMEMBASSY COORDINATEOQ 9~6l/~EVLJ ~ FEB 198ij 
BT 
#0id36 
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EPW 117 
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