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<€) SOURCES EXPECT IMPROVEMENT IN HUMAN R S PICTURE
AND SOME DEGREE OF GRADUAL LABOR OPENING -
SECSTATE WASHDC

CONFPEDENPEAT BUENOS AIRES 1080 /0/ ‘/)/l/
REF: BUENOS AIRES 0897 :
1. (6~Entire Text). o A v’ /3’6

Fesults of our
2. @ur/initial contacts with tfade union an?‘?olfflcal

accord with
party sources/zsnfixa our prellmlnary estimate /that the
recent reassignments in the Army add up to a potentially
significant strengthening of President Videla and Army
Commander Viola's hold over the government and the Army.
There is an air of expectancy in lzbor and political
circles that the removal of General Suarez Mason from
command of the Army's First Corps and his replacement
by General Galtieri, a Viola loyalist, will lead to a
significant reduction in the number of disappearances
in this Corps area (comprising Buenos Aires City and

environs) where the greatest number of such human

rights violations have occurred in the past.
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r— 3. Col. Carlos Cerda, the head of President Videla';_l

legal staff in the Casa Rosada, explicitly predicted

to Emboff in a conversation February 6 that there will
be a marked improvement in the human rights picture

in Argentina in 1979 as a result of the recent Army
personnel changes and the strengthening of the Videla-
Viola axis.

4. Seconding statements recently made to the press by
Junta member and Air Force Chief, Brigadier Graffigna,
Cerda stated that the Junta is seriously working on
coming out this year with a new trade union law which
will permit.at least a limited renewal of collective
bargaining by labor union organizations. (The press
reported that the Junta last week approved new, modified
guidelines for drafting a union law which would begin
to be applied next year.) Reversing what Casa Rosada
sources have said in the past to the effect that the
trade union law could not be issued until the govern-
ment was ready to put into effect-the new political
parties law, Cerda said that the government now saw
the need to begin labor-management bargaining and
permit greater union freedom in order to rationalize

the labor and economic situation in the country and

head off possibly serious social agitation.

L_ 5. Cerda also said that President Videla iﬁtends
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r to engage in greater political dialogue with the _1
political parties this year and that progress is
. "compatibilizing”

being made in XzxempaxibakikximgR® the papers drafted

by the three armed services last year looking towards
a government blueprint for eventually normalizing the
political situation in the country. (Note: This
accords with publicity recently given the plans of

three services, but we still believe there is much

to be done.)

6. Cerda affirmed his belief that it is General

Viola's intent to step down from his position in the
Army at the end of this year, suggesting that Viola's
ambition is to succeed Videla as President at the end .
of the latter's mandate in March, 1981. Cerda doubted
that Suarez Mason would be selected to succeed Viola
as Army Commander.

7. COMMENT: While we have been hearing this same

tune from Videla-Viola loyalists for a long time
without concrete results, the removal of Suarez

Mason is a dramatic event which could have a

significant effect on the human rights picture.
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l. (SBERBT - ENTIRE TEXT)
2. SUMMARY: This report resumes the human rights round-
up series, which the reﬁorting plan now schedules every
six weeks. The last report in this series was ref b,
which was followed bf refs ¢, d and e on outlook, right
of option, and disappearances.

Large numbers of the most elemental human rights
abuses continue to occur. The expectations expressed in

ref ¢ have not been met, neither has the situation

retrogressed. While there have been a number of positive
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developments over the past five months, we ha§e yet to _1
see the heralded basic changes in the operational methods
and role of the security forces - the source of the most
crucial violations. The attention of the military and
the public over most of this period was riveted on the
Beagle Channel dispute, the mobilization and near;war.
Next important as a diversioq were the year-end military
promotions and assignments, the final results of the year's
military politics.

This report covers significant developments in six
areas of top interest. These developments éﬂbw‘some
signs of impro&ement in the human rights picture -- clearly
better than one year ago, but portray a situation in whigh
grave violations continue to be common. END SUMMARY.

Sec. 3.3(b) (1
3. Security Force Operational Practices. v Bl

In July-August 1978 we recg;yeé/féﬁaits from ‘

& IPolitical sources that police and military counter-

subversive practices were to be cleaned up and more

closely controlled. Many counter-subversive units were
reportedly to be closed down. While the latter seems borne
out in several cases,we see no evidence of major reforms

of the system by which individual security units can abduct -
suspects who never reappear. The total number of these

from 1977,
events appears to have declined/ but the practice continues

Lfespite reports by senior security officers and statemeﬁfr
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by Junta.members Viola and -‘Agosti that the wa¥ against _j
terrorism is over. The Embassy continues to receive
reports thaf torture of subversive suspects is common.

The trend of disappearances is clearly dgwn,.though
the data is extremely slippery. (Our data improves overxr
time, there is a lag in reporting disappearances, this
lag may be shrinking according to one human rights source,
and there is a completely unknown percentage error
resulting from unreported cases.) Despite the many un-
certainties, we are satisfied that the number of disappear-
ances declined from approximately 80/month at the end of

SO/month during the first half of 1978.
1977 to approximately mmmmmm@ The

Jlatter
figure is so far from zero as to be of mostly
academic interest; caution should be used in drawing

conclusions from it.
Of interest

| O A R KA XK X0
number of reappearances reported over the past several
months, especially the journalist Esteban who was finally
surfaced. and charged (BA 7797, BA 7966), Alfredo Smith
(BA 9133) .and others (BA 9111, BA 0029). The handling
few potmafnecessarily

of these{cases doei(indicate an improvement in security
force practices. A number of Embassy sources report

optimism about reduction of disappearances in First Corps

area with the appointment of General Galtieri as

Lfommander. During his tenure as Second Corps CommandefLJ
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security- forces procedures there were relatively far —7
better, with suspected subversives usually being
presented to the courts and charged. At the sametime
disappointment is expressed over the appointment of General
Sasiain as Chief of Federal Police.

Summary executions are continuing, some evidence
being the reports of bodies washed ashore in December

: horror and

78 (BA 0530). This kind of report brings/drama to the
situation, but we_continue to believe that the best
indicator of whatl:aactually happening is the net number of
disappearances. Apparently some in the GOA use the same
measures; note the statement to the Ambassador by the
SecGeneral of the Air Force that January disappearances
should not exceed ten (BA 1084). Summary execution of
abducted suspects is an integral part of the system by
which individual security‘units are permitted to operate
without accountability to the courts. It seems unlikely
they can be stopped without overhaul of the system.

Pressure for change of the system jumped sharp-
ly in December with thé abduction and murder of FonOff
official Elena Holmberg (BA 436). The murder of Holmberg,
a staunch conservative from one of Argentina's most

distinguished families seems to have rocked the establish-

ment profoundly. La Nacion, which had heretofore been

able to ignore the problem, editorialized about the murder
| DECLASSFIEDINFULL _j
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r;: Courts and the Rule of Law —1

A major indicator of normalization is assertion by
the courts of their authority, and the Government's
responsiveness to that authority. In the area of treat-
ment of subversive suspects, the government continues
to ignore the courts. For their part, the courts and
thave become.

bar associations [@textsscoming] increasingly assertive

the Ambassador's initiatives and b¥,
(encouraged by/Embassy programming). In a small but
growing number of subversive cases the executive is
charging suspects before civil judges (BA 7966 is an

5 4 % - ’ ~ 4 number-o

. W i X DemIEK

example) e have received X &% reports that{@mﬁ;
prisoners are tried by military courts, but no data on
numbers is available. C(URREXDEXNIENIENIX XIOKIEHX RSN XIEOSDEKIEK
XXX other instances of the courts' assertion of authority
were reported in BA 8212, BA 8796 and BA 1097. The

significance ofx these events grows with their frequency.

5. Prisoner Treatment

This appears to be one area in which the GOA is making
a real effort to impose consistent central government
control over prisoners'who have received widely varying
treatment. It appears to be in preparation for the IAHRC
visit, and in response to ICRC urgings. PEN prisoners
throughout the country are being transferred to six

prisons run by the Ministry of Interior. Also in anti-

Lfipation of the IACHR visit there is an effort to charge

_J
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or release PEN prisoners (Memcons with MinInterior|

,officials 1-10 and 2-2-79). e ssma |

In recent months a number of prominent prisoners

have been released, such as Alfredo Bravo (BA 0066) or
put under house arrest (BA 7098). While these actions
show the authorities can reverse arbitrary detention,
they have only a small effect on the total prisoner
population.

6. Right of Option

This aspect of prisoner treatment merits separate
attention because of the detainee parole program. After
months of arguments and pressure, the GOA finally agreed
in November 1978 to permit our Consular Officers to
intefview parole applicants. (Apparently there are mixed
feelings within the GOA about this program ~ see BA 8869
and BA 9110). Two lists of applicants for parole to the
U.S. have been reviewed by the Ministry of Interior, and
while approving some, many Interviews have been disapproved:
first because the applicant has been charged or sentenced
on a criminal charge, second because his application for
right of option has recently been disapproved, and third
because he has either been released or granted right of
option to makxx go to another country. We believe that

4

over the next few months our program will permit a modest

| number of detainees to go to the US. This will never |
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become a major program until the GOA - as the Chilean

government. finally did -- decides to use it as a primary

vehicle for emptying the prisons.

I XXTREXCARXRAZRERARAXNARRRERAFEQXY XRAAXXRARXNELR

TEENXX {::mnxmnxxfxﬁxxvnlmxﬁximxnﬂmm
nERREEX BEXNABERMEEEEX XS XN HBBEX

TR 6 X TREX M6 X0 X RS X RE LRI e erdx exe ot Rk X e st i
EIEX TOROSEENK XX X% X XS TN CREDRRREK AR HREs0iRgx

N\

7. IAHRC - The major hgman rights event of the period
was GOA agreement to the visit of the Commission. The
circumstances are instructive, and probably the best
factual evidence of the good intentions of President Videla
in this'area. It is important to recall that the
initiative for the possible visit of the Commission was
with President Videla during the visit of Undersecretary
Newsom. Initial efforts to set in motion a visit
foundered on Foreign Office opposition in June '1978.
Subsequently an agent of the Presidency negotiated

L__directly with the Commission to achieve agreement on ,_J
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a visit, which was bitterly opposed by elements in the
Foreign Office. Despite the opposition the President
persevered
PREfRX¥RAxand the visit was announced in October,
accompanied by rumblings of dissent from the Foreign
Office (BA 8171 and BA 8248). While the visit seemed
remote during the Beagle Channel crisis, we now have
increasing reports that the. government is concentrating

on remedial actions to be taken before the visit takes

place (BA 0592, 0627, 0850, 1084). The visit is a

decision and action-forcing event which can have significan

effects on GOA practices 1in security and prisoner
treatment. Though we cannot account for it, the GOA
seems to be able to contemplate the visit of the IAHRC,
where any dealing with the UN counterpart would be
unthinkable from their view.

8. Attitudes - Toleranée of Dissent

In our expression of guarded optimism (BA 7693)-we
expressed some cautious hopes based on a visible chang-
ing of attitudes towards violation of human rights, and

willingness -
greaterxwxkixgxx to speak out against abuses.
These trends have continued and increased, though the
government respdnse to them has been barely visible.
Most obvious is the fact that newspaper coverage of and co
on dlsappearances, once taboo, is now almost common. We
[ commented on this in September (BA 7625), and the ]}
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trend has been gathering momentum. The most notable “1

- coverage related to the death of Elena Holmberg in
December, thch seems to have struck a sensitive spot.
Human Rights groups now regularly place paid advertise-
ments in the press asking for redress of their grievances,
and Supreme Court decisions critical of the government
are no longer given kid-glove treatment.

Another example of hesitation to resort automatically
to force is the .case of Jehovah's witnesses. (BA 0461,
0577 and previous). The GOA seems to be aware that it
is incurring international disfavor by placing heavy
penalties on the refusal of the witnesses' children to
salute the flag and bear arms. They seem to be impressed
by the Ambassador's arguments that the USG went through

Sggzgi the same problem, and they should learn by our mistakes.

‘ (b)(3):10
| Some confirmation of this appeared in the T usc
| ADA

[
— which states that the concept of alternative

g 0

military service is now being seriously explored.

Having noted these straws in the wind, it must be
stated that tolerance'of dissent, novelty or unconvention-
al views is minimal.

9. Ccnclusion: There are some positive events and
trends ad amidst continuing violations. Quantitatively
the violations have declined and qualitativel¥ the GOA's

{__perfdrmance has improved a little, but it is still _J
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far short of international standards.

L
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1. (U) On February 16 the text fromh?residént-#iﬁéi;ls~

1618

MB
CM letter addressed to Supreme Court President Gabrielli
OL 3 :
OL/R was released by the Casa Rosada replying to a number of
COM
SICA points made in the recent Supreme Court decision in the

]
Smith III case (see reftel). President Videla's letter
HﬁON

stated that he shared the high court's breoccupation
E&Eﬂj over the deprivation of justice in Argentina. The letter
said that without judging the merits of the facts contained
in the 1542 disappearance cases before the court, which
only the judiciary has the competence to judge, the
President could only share the court's preoccupation
regarding the matter,

2.% (U) The President's letter went on to point out that
e b B |
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the national reorganization process proposed to
normalize the country in all aréas with full and
effective juridical processes and pledged to use

all his forces to reinstate the real exercise of.

the constitutional rights and guarantees. - The
President also pointed out the grave eme£géncy and
crisis situation which had set back the country
generating chaos, disorder and distortions which

had compromised Argentina's condition as a sociéty
based on Justice.

3. (U) The President's letter ended saying '"'the
rational government is making every effort to install
the true exercise of constitutional rights and
guarantees, and trusts that the Supreme Court considers
this the case,"

4, <£6)-Embassy Comment: The Presidenc& took some,

if not most, of the sting out of the Supreme Court's

denunciation of the Executive Power's responsibility

for the deprivation of justice prevailing in Argentina
by using‘again the tactic of recognizing tﬁe validity \
of critics' assertions, blaming the problems on the
crisis situation in the last several years and

pledging the Executive to work to rectify the
acknowledged bad situation in the future, President
Videla often seeks to disarm criticism in this way, |
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The response elicited some editorial opinion. (See
especially Prensa's editorial reported para 3 of
Buenos Aires USINFO of Feb. 26.) The statement
reiterates the President's unequivocal intention

to put Argentina's legal system into proﬁer working
order -- but leaves in abeyance the question of

when and whether the specific complaints the Court

has registered will be answered.

o (I
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1. =€y ALDUCTJONS/HALTED =w-e==- -

A Reperts of ebductions received ¥v~humdn rrghts—-—"——‘

organizations and this Erbascy show a sharp drop in 19279.
Ouxr files list nine d1 2rpearances in Janvary, none in
(:;r." HA AT R T G'i N 'm:*‘]lﬂc three

February /end.{hvea in Mﬁr(h (see Ambassador's xeport of
his March 28 talk with Gcneral Viola regarding these

{Tae alse Tinal povae.!
three disanpearances which Viola is investigating). /
This trend of the data or disappuarances tends to confirm

nunerous reports reaching all elements of the Embassy

to the offect that th: GGA has oisdered a2 halt to ER

extr»a- lvqa1 abduction cf{ suspectcd svbversives and has\t
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suheaswzoll~ ot Aishanded many counter-subversive sguads.
Senior nidilitary and Presidencia sources state that
operations @gainst subversives henceforth will be carried
out through normal poulice pioccdures. Junta member
General Viola has stressed this point several times in
recent meoetings with Mnbassador Castfo. Brig. General

Lepori, an Army Commandexr in lMendoza, recently confirmed

to thehe had received instructions that all detentions

were tc be made leyally and that he was strictly following

these orders. An Axny Major in the Presidencia told

Aﬂthat both {he Presidencia and

Army Headqguarters had issued instructions to all security
force commanders to insure that no further illegal
" operations took place within their zones of responsibility.
B. GOA PRFPARATIONS YOR IACIHR VISIT
A govcrnméntal task force headed Ly the Ministry of
Interior is reported to be actively preparing for the
May 28-June 9 visit of the Inter-Amexrican Commission
on Human Rights (IACHR). In addition to producting a
thick briefing book cn the visit, governmental and other
sources indicate that the dccline in disappearances and
cther activities reported below are related ég some
degree to the inminence of the Commeission's visit.
C. PRISON CONDUCT STANDARDS
L*. Scnior Ministry of Interior (Minlnt) official
DECLASSIFIED INPART
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told the Embassy that the Presidential cecree establish-

ing uniform rules of conduct and treatment for all

Argentine prisoners is beitg typed in final and is

expected to be issued by the President in the first

week of April. This decree reportedly will establish
for the first time written rules of conduct and norms
for the trcatment of all Argentine prisoners -- both

criminal and political.
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The Ministry of Intcrior's effort to reduce the number

D.%: REMOVALS FROM PEN STATUS

of persons being held by the Poder Ljecutivo Nacional
(PEN) Presidential decrees is continuing. Since thc

beginning of 1979 through March 25, according to the

press, 208 persons have had their PEN status removed

and only 24 new cases have been added to the PEN rolls.
gg Embassy count )
/the total number of persons presently publicly recorded
under PEN is 2,689. MinInt Internal Security Director
San Roman told the Embassy this week that he hoped
that by the end of May the PEN prisoner population
would be in the neighborhood of 1,800 persons. San
Roman said his earlier goal of less than 1,000 PEN
prisoners prior to IACHR visit does not now seem
possible due to "problems with the Armed Forces."
According to San Roman, MinInt officials are
consulting thc judiciary regardiﬁg cach indicted
PEN pfisoner to verify that the supervising judge
will not release the "dangerous prisoner" if his
or her PEN status is removed. As soon as the Ministry
receives such assurances, the PEN decree is removed,
and the prisoner remains detained during subsequent
judicial proceedings.

have
MinInt and FOWG sources &m=w/told us that special

those
L__ attention is being focused onjpersons held under the__J

liﬂ#?%DEN%i*&r—
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PEN since 1974 or 1975. lMany of these persons have completed
their
/ criminal sentences and continue to be held only under

Classtitication

the PEN. According to San Roman, the MinInt wishes
to release those cases which they considered to be
Tresumcbly

“smallfry" (perejil). (Comment: xPresgently: those
who are considered in the "more dangerous' category
will simply remain under TEN.)

This may now be casier as the Presidential Advisory
Pancl, created by the Right of Option law, has adopted

ding to MININT source
/fmw werking procedures eliminating the veto power of

the arresting ageucy over the release or option of
FEN prisoners. Prior to 1979, the approval of the
original arresting agency was needed for any removzl
of PEN status. The rationale of thé arresting agency
for tia continuing the PEN detention was never questioned
or reviewed. However, according to the MinInt under
the new 1979 guidelines, the Presidential Advisory
Commission may now overrule the arresting agency's
decision not to release a prisoncr if it finds the
arresting agency's justification insufficient.

Another step to reduce the number of PEN detainees,
according to San Roman,is tc place new subversive

for processing

cases/ directly under the jurisdiction of the military

or civil criminal court system, instead of placing

them automatically under the PEN. (BUEMEHEZXXXTHSX |
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E.¥. REPORTED CLOSURES OF CUATLIESTINE FACILITIES

Human rightsand released detainee sources have
indicated that a number of well-known detention
facilities have been closcd. In some cases, this
has been confirmed by government sources. Among those
facilities reported closed are the Navy Mechanics
School, the Campo de Mayo, the Bridge No. 12 facility
on the Tablada Ariy Garrison, La Perla Estancia outside
of Coxrdoba, La Arana Estancia outside of La Plata
(mixed reports), the facility =zt the Famaill4d Army
Base in Tucuman. The Embassy has been told by a
FOWG source that arrangements can be made for the
IACHR commissioners ro visit any place in Argentina
during their visit and they will be cncouraged to
visit the Navy lMechanics School and the Army's Campo

de Mayo.

F.Exx PRISON REORGANIZATION

L

‘On April 20 the GOA expects to inaugurate the new
Caseros model prison in Buenos Aires. The Ministry of

Interior plans to transfer 490 PEN prisoners from

DECLASSIFIEDIN FULL __J
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rﬂ Sierra Chica, 220 PEN prisoners from Resistencia, and

over 300 PEN prisoners fgcom Coronda to the new Buenos

Aires facility by mid-May. Thesc moves will complete

those prison changes possible before the arrival of

the Commission in the government's planned prison

reorganization. Several hundred PEN prisoners have

already been moved to La Plata frcm prisons in the

III Corps arca and from small provincial jails.

PEN prisoners will be concentrated in the Villa Devoto
0 as PEN ho}@ing_faci%ity

(women --/slated for closing pultimately), Rawson

("very dangerous men''), La Plata and Caseros Prisons.

Three prisons -- Corondza, Sierra Chica and Resistencia

-- which are regarded by the IRC and human rights

organizations as the worst of the Argentine prisons --

will no longer be used for PEN prisoners.
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2. =¢€F HRO PREPARATIONS FOR IACHR VISIT

Argentine Permanent Assembly for Human Rights
Vice President Emilio Mignone (oraiesr DKy aRieasiXx
Rigxg)k spent a week in late February in Washington
working with the IACHR staff preparing for the
Commission's site visit. Mignone informed the
Embassy that Dr. Edgardo Paz Barnica, a Honduran
staff lawyer, has been appointed to prepare the
Commission's report. Mignone said that he spent
six full days working with Dr. Paz Barnica providing
the Commission detailed information regarding the
Argentine legal system and the operations of the GOA's
anti-subversive forces According to Mignone, the
Commission has a detailed outline of its report in
hand and is now focusing on those areas which the
site visit can be used to supply information for
the report.

The IACHR is receiving numerous documents
regarding disappearances sent by families and groups
who want to insure thet their complaints -- dating
from early in this military government to the
present -- are also registered in that forum.
Mignone said that the Conmission had over 1,500

cases registered when he was in Washington. in late

|  February and was receiving 50 to 60 "X letters daily,|

GONEFDENT i
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A later report from a Buenos Aircs Herald Washington

stringer reported that the Commission had over 2,500

cases and was now receiving 80 letters a day. Accord-
ing to Permanent Assembly sources, the Inter-American
Human Rights Commnission is especiafly interested in
help {rom Argentine HRO's xzu in identifying dis-
appearance cases in which there is substantial evidence
of the involvement of government security forces. The
Assermbly has created a small task group headed by

Dr. Conte-MacDonald te idantify and document these

hard evidence cases for the Commission.

N
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r- 3, ﬂ!&xJUDICIAL ACTIVITY

Supreme Court Initiatives
A number of decisions have been handed down by
the Supreme Court and the Federal Criminal Appeals
Court related to human rights questions since
December, 1978. The Supreme Court's March 20
decision forcing the Army First Corps to return to
judicial custody Army NCO ﬁerruetd 'who was under
preventive detention %
civil/ eximinxk xindkctments for brandishing a pistol
during a traffic dispute and Berrueta's subsequent
return by the Army to civilian judicial authority
captured wide attention in the press. (See Buenos
CV1ious

Aires 2244 and/’fbﬁ‘lbblh’f}g}_,z?’ SRIHORE SR EER e XX
Also receiving wide press attention was the Febru-
ary 27 order of the Supreme Court for a thorough

judicial investigation of the disappearance of

Alfredo Antonio Giorgi (Embassy Casc No. 681/78/12).

A
The high court WARSIGXIFX criticize gt Federal
original
District Judge's failure to process the /Giorgi

habeas corpus petition pawwiomsiy for the insufficient
reason that his Xerox machine was not working. The Court
¥xdpment ordered that a judge be selected by lot

to conduct a thorough investigation of the disappear-
have becn
ance. These two cases/wexe widely pointed to in the

press and by GOA officials as demonstrating the

independence of the judiciary. DECLASSFIEDINFULL _J

|—— Authority: EO 13526
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Rcasonablencss of PEN hBetermixkiem Detentions
The Supremc Court issued a serics of decisions on

January. 12, 1979 in the Yahcz, et al. habecas corpus petitions
which according to humen rights and Bar Association
sources calls into question the "Zamgrano doctrine"
which was thc basis of the Federal,Court of Criminal
Appcals decision in late 1978 ordering over 160 PEN
prisoncrs freed becausc of the vuague and unsupported nature
of the government's justifications for detaining them
under the Poder Ejecutivo Nacional (PLEN). The

Zamgrano doctrine, first cnunciated by Criminal Appeals
Court in 1977, holds that the Executive power may only
detain persons under its Constitutional State of Siege
authority for spccific charges related to the imposition
of the State of Siege. The doctrinc further holds

that PEN dctentions are subject to review by the
judiciary to cnsure that cach detention is a reasonable
exercise of the State of Siege power. However, in the
Yafiez, et al. decisions the Supreme Court overturned

the Federal Criminal Appecals Court's prévious orders
freeing over 100 PEN prisoners. The Supreme Court
indsimilar two sentence dccisionﬁ in each case found

no circumstances "to disqualify the exercise

of the right of the exccutive power to continue to

detain thegt individualf." Most of the persons whose

_

L cases were before the Supreme Court were being held

-CONTHOENTTAL
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under PEN for reasons such as suspicion of associatio;—1
with subversive orgunizations, ctc. The Supreme Court's

. decision 1is secn by HRO's as a serious weakening of the

'""and lowering the '"reasonableness”
L nly to
standard so that ;"7 the government has ZOyMNXXxX assert

"Zamarano doctring,'

that the detention is related to "sﬁbversion” and not
to a specific crime. Thce Buenos Aires Bar Association
in a2 March 16, 1979 statcment praising the Supreme
Court's handling of the Giorgi Casc chided the Court
for accepting "unrcasonable answers'" to habeas corpus
writs filed on PEN prisoners.

Following the "Yafnez, et al." Supreme Court decisions,
two new PEN prisoncr habeas corpus petitions have been
decided by the Court of Criminal Appeals. The press
reported on March 20, 1979, that the Criminal Appcals
Court had held in a split decision in the case of Sara
Adamchuck that the reason given by the Ministry of Interior
for the PEN imprisonment of Ms. Adamchuck was "insuffi-
cient." The Minint told thc Court that Ms. Adamchuck
was being held under PEN dctention "for her connections
with subversion.'" The Court's majority said that
it is nececssary to demand the evidence to determine
whether the behavior of the detained is punishable

by law.' The dissenter said that '"given the historic

L-momcnt the country is going through”" the Adamchuck ~J
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detenticn is not reviewnble by the Judicial Branch.

Classilicatiun

The case was, as usual, appcaled to the Supremc Court.

In.the cascs of Garcia, et al. reported in the
press on February 22, 1976, a different panel of the
Criminal Appcals Court found that the gencric explana-
tions that Ms. Garcia, ot al. were being held "for
links with subvecrsion that affccts the country'" were
sufficient to maintain the petitioners under PEN
detcntion.

COMMENT: Personnel changes on the recently
reorganized 2 panel - 6 judge Court of Criminal
Appeals appear to be the explanation for these divided
and contrary decisions.

Smith III Rcpercussions

The Supreme Court's December 21, 1978 decision

in the Smith III casc in which the High Court admitted
the inability of thc habceas corpué procedures to deal
with the large number of reported disappcarance cases
indicated a definite privation of justice has led to

a number of repercussions. The court's call to President
Videla for the Executive to take steps to remedy this
situation triggered a Presidential reply in an open letter.
The President s ated that he agreed with the court that
there had been a serious deprivation of justice in

L__ XXXXXXXXXXXAXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXXXXX.\XIXXX——'
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(- Argentina in recent years but noted the difficult

period which the country had gone through and stated
that one of the priorities of the military's national
reorganization plan was to reestablish a strengthened
judicial system. The Videla letter occasioned

fulsome positive comments from the press and legal
community. However, Emilio Mignone, onc of the
petitioner's lawyers in the Smith ITI case presented
the Supreme Court with]£¥;2§xt memorandum on Febru-
ary 21, 1979 stating that if the Judiciary could

not properly function as the court had stated in

the Smith II1 case, unxxh&xEﬁr&nﬁiw&an&xmnkingxthn
ERBYLIBRX BN xhEx Juds e pxyl ex fomuprionx ixpessibiey

the Suprcme Court members had an obligation to resign.

DECLASSIFIEDIN FULL

Authority: EO 13526

DIA FOIA & Declassification Services Offices
Date: oct 18, 2018




8L-21-¢
Li-vg

Classificaticn

r_‘ 4. MISTREATMENT OF IFRISONERS RCPORTED

The disappearance of a prisoner named Juan Carlos
Jullo from La Plata prison in February 1979 was
reported by other prisoners to Internztional Red Cross
officials (przrzn®, who relayed the story to the
Embassy. Neither the Red Cross nor, apparently, the
Ministry of Interior has been able to determine whether
or for what purpose he was transferred. La Plata
prison officiale say now that Jullo is not being held
there, and the Red Cross is continuing its investiga-
tion. The Red Cross has recently received an assurance
from MinInt Harguindeguy that PEN prisoners would not
be released from jail to anti-subversive units for
interrogation. This promise was prompted by the Red
Cross' complaint that Horacio Alejanﬁro Micucci, a
former La Plata University science professor, was
transferred from La Plata prison on August 4, 1978 and
returned five days later after having been interrogated
and tortured with an electric picana.

from inmates at La Plata prison

Stories Jof severe beating of a prisoner called
Ortiz during February also came to the Red Cross,
and in addition to tkat agency's interest the
Nunciatura here is looking into allegationszgfgiz
was not given adequate medical care after his/treat-
ment caused 'internal injuries. A beating ﬁhat _J
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resulted in a prisciner's death wasg reported,/to the
International Red Cross Prison lnsqgction Team
REENCrpxs/cs having occuried at La Plata prison.
Februvary.

during/Qxratigx. Alberto Pinto, the victim, was an

elderly Jewish doctor from Cordoba held at PEN dis-

position for ''several years.' Pinto, an epileptic,

was badly treated in Cordoba by guards who thought
his condition was feigned and an act of "insubordination."
Transferred by military plane to La Plata in October
along with some 100 other Cordoba prisoners, Pinto
by the guards
was ''worked over''/upon his arrival at La Platz along
with the other new prisoncrs and died subscquently
of a perforated intestine. Treated for his injuries
first at the prison hospital, Pinto was later put
HOSPITAL

into an outside/pyigeon for treatment, where he died in
late February.
5. (U) ROCKEFELLER SUPPORTS U.S. HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY
According to Rockefeller associates here,

/in his meetings with President Videla and Minister
of Economy Martinez de Hoz, David Rockefeller, who

durine rrivate conversatinng

visited Buenos Aires March 8-9 stated his support for
the Administration's human rights policies -- though
he expressed reservations about ways in which these
policies were being carried out. His reservations
concerried overlaps into business and economics. Also

present for these discussions was Rockefeller's legal

advisor, who offered legal argument and questions about

L

the status of the detained and disappeared. Videla —J

g - bdee 4
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and his advisors replied that legal measures would be
restored, but that in cases where there was strong
suspicion of terrorist associations but no proof the
suspect's relcase would be difficult. Martinez de
Hoz added his belief that proof of terrorist associa-
tions would be hard to present because often it derived
from security force penetration of organizations that
could not be made public.
6. (U) OPERATIONS AGAINST RO IFAMILIARES DE DESAPARA-
CIDOS Y DETENIDOS

Snaf renorts over several weeks/ from family and FDD sourc

Reports  received/ by the Embassy/now can be read
to indicatcfpattern of operations directed against
the leadership of the Partido Comunista Argentina
linked human rights organization -- Familiares de
Desaparecidos y Detenidos por Razoncs Politicas (FDD).
Since late September 1578, twenty-one FDD leaders
and associates have becen abducted‘-— fourteen were
subseqﬁently released, six remained detained under
PEN, and one, a Chilean,was killed. On October 14,
1978, a busload of Santa Fe FDD nmembers was prevented
by security forces from attending a memorial mass
for the disappeared in Rosario. The mass itself was

broken up when several unidentified men entered the

church and detonated teargas grenades.

L The bombing on February 28, 1979 of the house of _J

GO DN A
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Daniel Zapp, the FDD's Rosario leader (his car was
EARLIER

bombed /on October 17, 1978) and the fire bombing
of the automobile of Mr. and Mrs. Lucas Orfano, the
FDD's Buenos Aires secrctary and treosurer respectively
further indicate the nature of the anti-FDD campaign.
Mr. and Mrs. Orfano had recently returned to Buenos
Aires from Puebla, Mexico where they headed the FDD's
lobbying efforts during the Latin American Bishops'
Conference. The couple also reportecdly has two
disappearance case investigations underway within the
TACHR.

Permanent Asscmbly,

The/FDD and the League for the Rights of Man have

issued protests against these actions and have called

on the Presidency and the Army Corps Commanders for

protection against this continuing intimidation.
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r_ 7. L&¥ Operations Against the Partido Socialista de—w
Trabajadores (PST)
who have reported reliably in the p
Reports from relatives and PST party members/indicate
that Argentine security forces have targeted the PST
leadership and members in several areas. The recent
nuxexsf v oeessf actions against the PST began in late
October and early November, 1978 when 13 PST members
were legally arrested by provincial pOliC;?ﬂQﬂ the
Province of Santa Fe. According to PST sources, 12 of
the arrested members were beaten but not further mis-
treated. However, the PST provincial leader, Eduardo
Lopez
Oscar/kipax, was removed from Rosario ccntral police
station for three days and hostilely interrogated. PST
party members herc in Bucnos Aires have told us that he
was badly beaten and scalded with water during his
interrogation. After his rcturn to the provincial
police, he was held incomnunicado for two weeks while
he recovered. All 13 of the Santa Fe PST members have
been charged with illegal political activity and
possession of subversive literature--one is frced on
bail, five are held under the PEN, and the other
seven arc under a judicial detention order.

Two PST members were abducted in La Plata on

January 19, 1979. According to a report by a family

L member of one of the abductees, both wcre'intcrrogatiﬁ
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with use of an electric picana bofere being turned

to tbe civil criminal justica system. DBoth have

charged with illegal political activities and have

freed on bhail.

Eight PST nembers werxe abducted in Mar del Plata in
early January, 1979. According to PST party leadex
sources, those abducted were party activists and student
leadcre in three Mar del Plata high schools prior to
the 1976 coup. Leate on lMarch 24, 1¢79, according to a
PST source, three PST merboers were abducted in Tigre
(a northern suburb of Buenoc Aires). Therce has been
no information regarding the vhcreabouts of these
individuals.

Ambassador Castro raised these three cases - the
first since January -- with General Viola zn@x on

Maxch 28, providing the names and circumstances of the

abduction as reported to us. General Vicola said he could

not believe the report, would investigate and inform
the Ambassador of the results.

Q. After this crhle pronered v 373

ve
General Viola'ls of{ico telenhioned ananrine //7
pe that thres "Harveh direrpecrances® CASTRO ﬁ<;
pre norsons in fact held ot Micre
police staricn ond thelr canes have
been submitted to fudoe fir rtion,
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Ref: Prenos Aires 2490
1, &y All tert.

2. In keeping with his promise to report to me on three possib
miscing persmne, General Viola told me this morning (March 30)
that Ladie Juen Barrionuevo, José Sosa and Jorge Alberto
Stesscy, reported missing since March 24, were not actuzlly
missing but: were in custody in the El' Tigre Precinct under the
Court's jurisdiction. The nature of the charges against these
persons was not revealcd. (See reftel).

3. In the same conversaticn Viola told me that authorization
had been granted for Rabbis Friedman (father and son) to visit
Jacobo Timermen., These visiting Rabbis are from New Jersey.
They will be visiting Timerman souwetimz today. I had previousl
made the request from Min Interior, but in view of not having
had a reply in two days I later contacted General Viola, who

TeBY. T T T DLAAT i 146 DATE '[ JoL.exXv. | CONTENTS AND CLAGSIFICATION A;mdi‘-mz;v':
zosador Castxo:nmp }[&A 3-30-79 | 200  |Arbassador Castro { ‘)\.
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apparently gained the aunthorization.

4. Conment: I'm extremzly pleased Viola continues to be

’ N ) . e Tk SR
accommodating to our rcquests. In &y last interview he wa

not in a heppy frame of wind towards USG attitude, but I

believe he will continue to cooperate with our human rights

Inquiries.

CASTRO % )
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1. =€ entire text.

2. Human right; case lists prepared BV'ITEET’K;EZ;;;;;

Permanent Assembly for Human Rights, and Anti-Defamation

League were presented to head of Foreign Office Working

Group on Human Rights (FOWG) on March 30th. Embassy

Poloff made points suggested in reftel A to FOWG Head

Arlia, (Emboff later, in a "corridor conversation'" with
gggrth American Affairs Director Espeche Cil, went over same

ground).

3. Minister Arl%a dutifully received the lists and

after responding with a pro forma statement regarding

"interference in Argentine internal affairs," made three

comments:

-- (A) Neither the Foreign Office nor the Ministry of

DRAFTING DATE TEL EXT CONTENTS AND CLASSIFICATION APPROYED BY:
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Interior have the manpower necessary to review this

amount of information. Requests from the Foreign
Office to the Ministry of Interior to review all of
this material would be flatly turned down. The GOA's
information is not on computers; each case must be
searched manually.

-- (B) The AISC list is an inaccurate compendium of
information. The AISC list contains information nét
only regarding disappeared persons, but about persons
who were arrested or detained legally, and about per-
sons who were released. Many of the sources cited

in the AISC document are directly or indirectly linked.
with terrorist orga?izations. Specifically information
from "E1 Authentico'", a Montonero newspaper published
in the mid-70's, is suspect and unacceptable.

-- (C) The Permanent Assembly's list appears however
to be a "serious documeng,ﬁ?ghe Foreign Ministery will

undertake to have the Ministry of Interior review

that single document.

4. COMMENT: It seems likely that the Ministry of

L

Interior has previcusly reviewed the Permanent Assembly's
list of 4,497 disappearance cases which appeared in

late 1978. The MinInt reviewed the Assembly's earlier
May 17, 1978 list of some 2,500 cases and publicly

announced that 67 of those cases had, according to _J
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[_ Ministry's records, kad been released.
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1. (U) SUMMARY: Vague reports which began circulating
late last week regarding a possible postponement of the
May 28-June 9 Iﬁter-American Commission on Human Rights
(IACHR) site visit to Argentina have surfaced in the

press. END SUMMARY.

(b)(3):10 USC

ADA

_.W (U) Press Accounts

Sunday's (4/1) "La Nacion" weekly political review,
written usually by press insider Claudio Escribano,
stated that the IACHR Commissioners would find progress
not only in human rights area but also an improved
atmosphere of political dialogue. Escribano noted that
the possibility of the Commissioners' seeing both these
developments would be firmer if their visit came in

August. The column went on to suggest that the internal
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Convention might cause a delay of ten to twelve weeks.

procedures of the Inter-American Human Rights

3. (U) La Nacion on Monday (4/2) ran an AP wire

story datelined Washington April 1 stating that

IACHR has not modified its plan to begin its "investi-
gation of the Argentine situation'" this May. The AP
story went on with extensive quotations from an IACHR
spokesman that the Commission had made arrangements
which assured the succesé of the mission. The'
Commission, accordihg to the press account, planned

to speak with government authorities, visit political
prisoners, and conduct investigations regarding per-
sons reported as disappeared. The spokesman said,
according to the stéry, that the information appearing
in the Argentine press regarding the postponement of
the investigation to August was based on a series of
hypotheses. If during the OAS's upcoming extra-
ordinary meeting the question of the election of new
members to the IACHR was put forward and the proposing
country demonstrated that such an election was an
urgent matter in‘light of the Human Rights Convention
and the new members were approved by a two-thirds

majority, then the IACHR would be forced to consider

the delay of its Argentine visit in order to incor-

L porate the new members into the Commission. The ,J
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working under an OAS resolution of September 20, 1978

spokesman said that at present the Commission is

authorizing the Commission to continue to act in
accordance with its old regulations in cases of
countries, such as Argentina, that have not signed

the new convention.

4. —t€3 Initial Reports

Late last week, the Embassy received two reports that
the postponement of the §chedu1ed OAS wsit was-under
consideration withih GOA.

5. —t€3-Emilio Mignone, Vice President of the Argentine

Permanent Assemﬁly for Human Rights, reported to the

Embassy on March 29 that a colleague of RaGl Alfonsin,

a Radical Party political paxxx leader, had called

at the Mignone house at midnight the previous night
to inform him that Alfonsin had been told by an Air
Force Brigadier that the government of Argentina '"was
going to decide to cancel the IACHR visit.'" Mignone
noted that this was the first report he had received
regarding GOA reconsideration of the visit. Mignone
said that Alfons;n appeared to regard the account as
an urgent matter.

6. Former Argentine ambassador Gerardo Schamis,
informed Embassy on March 30th that a Foreign Office
official "who will be named the next Argentine _J
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r- ambassador to the OAS* had told him that the GOA _1

was considering a one to two month postponement of the
IACHR visit.

7. €63 Foreign Office Reactions

Emb Poloff raised subject with FOWG Head Arlia and
FOWG staffer Martin on March 30. Arlia stated that

he had no information regarding any consideration of

a postponement of the IACHR visit, but added that |

one never knows what is going on at the level of

"the Mondales and the Videlas.'" In a separate conversa-
tion FOWG Staffer Martin said that he knew nothing

of plans to postpone the visit.Maxxxix Martin then
went on. to present a detailed analysis of the impact
of the pojstponement of the visit until August.
According to Martin any slippage in the IACHR time-
table would make it impossible for the IACHR to

review and approve the Afgentine report in time to
have it presented to the November OAS General Assembly.
If that happened, according to Martin, the IACHR
report on Argentina would not come up within the OAS

until the late 1980 General Assembly meeting.

-6+ 8. EMBASSY COMMENT: While we are concerned
BYXXXXEXXENEX ESXXRAMMER XX XXNH XXX NAX A XN XX AN KHEXNNR

that GOA may be waffling on timing of the IAH \'4
t REEXBAXXHXYXEEXNAXXX XXINXHEXALXX Bt

there might be advantages to postponement. As we
tKEEXXH xuxxxaxxxx?qxxn&n:&mumxxxxxxxxx
have reported, GOA is seriously concerned about actions
L hgxgxxgggxgggxxﬁg&xxxxxxxmxxxxmxmﬁxkaxxn}
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t can take
wmonancarke before the visit takes place to correct

human riéhts problems it can.xake This has built up
considerable impetus--that just might be dissipated

in the post-visit doldrums. Escribano is right in
suggesting that a delgy until August would find the
country in even better condition, a prospect we must
balance against the long delay in publishing a report
that the FOWG's Martin suggested.. é@gkﬁﬁ”ﬁﬁ@é%}x
Despite the rumors of postponement, there have been no
suggestions in the £ARXRRx Ambassador's recent
meetings with President Videla and General Viola that

they were considering any delay. END COMMENT
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1. €6 - Entire Text). ‘ ! f f
2. Rabbi Theodore Friedman of South Orange, New Jersey
3
R (presently residing in Jerusalem) and his son Rabbi Hillel
Friedman of Spring Valley, New York, visited Jacobo
A
N Timerman on the afternoon of March 30. They found him
in reasonably good spirits but determined to begin a
b)(3):10 .
&§5224 ‘hunger campaign on April 16 if he is not released. The
visitors and Rabbi Marshall Meyer, who was with them,
tried to dissuade him. (Embassy Comment: They generally
share Embassy view that if indeed the Argentine Government
is about to free Timerman action to force this quickly
might lead to a negative decision -- rather than GOA's
appearing to bow under pressure.)
3. !Qf:fore Friedman said he planned to telephone Pat
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4¥4™ perian on his return to New Jersey (he left 4/1) to _7

discuss his visit and the Timerman case further._
Timerman commented during visit he would also like

to see Ambassador Castro.

CASTRO
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ON {2. Another demonstration of court's indepeﬁazgze from GOA toco
/ place yesterday (Apr 2) when a Federal Court ruled for the
3):10 USC 424 ’
L@*)(“L‘”“.L'e:cm;l!atement of former Judge Salvador Maria Lozada, a law Pr

fessor at Univ of Buenos Aires, and further mandating payment
of back wages to him in sum of one million pesos in damages.
3. Key point in court's decision was ‘its annullment of two
resolutions issued by the military delegate at the university
on April 21 and 30, 1976, dismissing Lozada for being"a real
or potential factor in the disruption of the normal functioni
of the institution'. '

4., Comment: Univ of Buenos Aires is a creature of GOA, which
fully sponsors and supports it. A ruling by the Federal Court
was tantamount to ordering GOA to pay damages for dismissing

an educator on apparent flimsy and groundless evidence of
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r;eing linked to}an &lvgquvf@egggears courts continue

to flex their muscles, leaving fear to the winds. It is

not knowﬁ if GOA will appeal.

CAST'R-O ﬁ) ?ﬁi/

Page determined to be Unclassified
Reviewed DIAFOIA & Dedassification Services Offices
IAW EO 13526, Section 3.5

| Date: oct 18, 2018 I

BA-17
4-12-7¢
BITMIIFIC IR R I [ Al Lok




o . CN 2737
- MPET1EYEY ALY A0
evet (06)1p [0)3)10 USC 424
:::3 INDICATE
9 [ cotueey
%{ ) cHARGE TO
FROM CLASSIFICATION
Amembassy BUENQS AIRCS “CONTEBENTHAE
2065 .
et D S/ A S —(HARRES T Tem)—0R— .
7AGS: | SHUM AR __
suBJECT: | (U) Weekly Human nghts Roundup (Apri !.(b)((;);m USC 424 -
1 r
ACTION: | Secstate WASHDC "*1‘-'3:"" S DMEDIATE b ': N
INFO: | Amembassy ASUNCION » V B
Amembassy BRASILIA ; ~
AMB Amembassy LA PAZ ' =
DCM Amembassy MONTEVIDEO 1 K
POL 3 Amembassy SANTIAGO \ i
ECOM USCINCSO QUARRY HTS CZ I e
USUN NEW YORK I [ -
CONEEDENFIAR BUENOS AIRES 274y B
i : ] %
COMNGEN ! REF: Buenos Aires 2501 1
CHRON .PART I - NEW EVENTS AND IND QE E |
| RF \‘ 1. (U} New York City Bar Association-Misit -d-=zn=z2coco-o3 -f-
(b)(3):10 USC , )
404 Five attorneys representing the Bar Association of the City
of Ncw York and the American Bar Association began a week
long inquiry into the Argent ine human rights situation on
April 1., The delegation, whose visit is financed by the
Rockefeller and Ford Foundations through grants to the L
¥
Lawyers' Committee for International Human Rightiiis headed e
by the former President of the New York City Bar Association) F
Crville Schell. Other members of the delegation are: Harolﬂ
Healy, President-elect of the International Union of Lawyers
(IUALfJudge Marvin Frankel, Scott Greathead, and btephin Kas;.
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r_ Although the group had received assurances in
Washington from Argentine Ambassador Aja Espil that the
GOA would make arrangements for them to meet with senior
government officiéis, no appointments were made on their
behalf. Ambassador Castro made appointments for the
American members with General Viola, Minister of Justice
Rodriguez Varela, Supreme Couri President Gabrielli,
and Presidential Legal Advisor Colonel Cerda. Other
arrangements for the visit were made by the Permanent
Assembly and the Colegio de Abogados (FACA). A complicat-
ing factor was the simultaneous visjt of IUA Presicdent
Zerflug, who was unacceptable to the GOA on grounds of
his correspondence and contacts with the Liga Para Los
Derechos Humanos, an organization linked to the Argentine
Communist Party. Zerflug's visits were independently
arranged.

The New York group has also held meetings with Ambas-
sador Castro, the directors of FACA, the Permanent Assembly,
Buenos Aires Herald editor Robert Cox, constitutional law
expert and Timérman:s attorney Genaro Carrio, the College
of Lawyers of the City of Buenos Aires, a group of defense
lawyers plus individual meetings with professional legal
contacts. The group is scheduled to meet the Jewish
Community leadership (DAIA), and representatives
Lif the Mothexs of the Plaza de Mayo. _J
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Ko kxitsicnaRR ko, An appointment has been —1
requested Qith Interior Ministry officials, but has
not as yet been accepted, Although the lawyers have
met with some family members regarding individual |
cases (e.g. Saragov1), the major focus of their visit
profession
has been directed towards the legal/pxefxsssisar and the
thrust of their presgntations has been on providing
trials under Argentine law or releasing the many
executive detainees presently held by the Argéntine
governmeﬁt. As of Wednesday (4/4), the group'appeared
pleased with the recepfion given Fg them by the GOA,
their legal colléagues aﬁd the human rights groups.
2« [U) Becent Disappedlafitfsews-memcsmmmanmnsmesassns
Mrs. Marcelina Artolé de Barreiro informed the Embassy
on April 5 that her son, Roberto Marcelo Barreiro was
kx abducted at Camarones and Terrada streets in Buenos
Aires on March 12, 1979 and that Mr. Barreiro's wife,
Maria Rosa Parcdes de Barreiro, was also kidnapped on
that same day on'Condarco and Cervantes streets aftef
lcaving the ?blicq station where she filed a report-

regarding her husband's abduction. Mrs. Barreiro has

no information regarding the whereabouts of the couple.
?he Ambassador called General Viola immediately upon

hearlng thlS report seeking official explanation.

3. =63~ Rumors of Postponement of IACHR Visit -~-=-----
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'r— The Embassy has received no additional reports re- *1

garding the possible postponement of the IACHR visit to
Argentina (see Buenos Aires 2593). The rebuttal by an

° JACHR spokesperson which was carried on the AP wire
quenched the rumors triggered by last Sunday;s “La
Nacion'" weekly political column that the IACHR xX=mxx3

was considering a postponement. Minister of Justice
Rdﬁriguez Varela in his meetihg with the New York City
Bar delegation talked about the IACHR visit as an

event firmly inscribed on the Argentine human rights
calendar;v We continﬁe with our fingers crossed, but our
ears to the gaum ground. 4
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXk&XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX,
4. €} Abrales Reported Dead ----~=-cc-rrcecccccnccn-
The wife of former Pe;onist writer and successful business-
man, Hector Antonio Abrales (804/79/1) has informed

human rights organizations that her husband has been
killed. Mrs. Abrales reportedly received this informa-
tion from a retired colonei who had been authorized to
inform the family by first Corps authoritiés. The source
said that if asked, the First Corps would mm deny the

report. Mr. Abrales was abducted on January 22, 1979

in downtown Buenos Aires and has not been heard from

since.
N .
L*_Sf =€) Right of Option Developments ---------------- ;J
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r—‘The Ministry of Interior in an unusual press announcétw

ment reported that the PEN prisoner situation was the
topic of a special March 29 meeting of the Minister of
Interior and the members of a special commissioniwhich
reviews the requests for the option to leave the
country.

In response to several éf this Embassy's initiatives,
the Ministry of Interior has begun to distinguish in its
periodic PEN prisoner press annbuntements between those
persons whose PEN status has been removed and Who remain
in prison under judicial detention and those who will
be freed.v Ministry of Interior D¥rector of Internal

¥x82 had
Security San Romanﬂfuggested to Emboff recently that
the Ministry would take this step in the future.. How-
ever, San Roman contiﬁues to be non-committal regarding
providing this information to the Embassy for past PEN
removal cases.
6. (U) Sentences Announced ------=--=--=--------------
A number of sentences have been handed down by judicial
authorities in 1979 against persons accused of terrorist
or subversiué actjvities. Seventeen such decisions and
one acquitfal have been announced by Courts in the city
and Province of Buenos Aires. There have been five

cases in Rosario and three in Santa Fe. In all the cases

in which there is detailed information, the persons ]
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[ were arrested and indicted prior to the military ]

takeover\in March 1976.

7. ~f€3~ CONAREPA Information Request ---~-==-c-c-cccan-
On March 24, the National Council of the Commission of
Patrimonial Respoﬁsibility published an official
announcement requesting those persons who had received
possessions from a list of persons being investigated
under the Acta Institucional to contact the Commissidn
within 30 days.' Included on the 1ist were Jacobo
Timerman, members of the Gelbard and Graiver families, ‘

former President Campora and many former Peronist _
: . . . This is the first indication this year
government officials. that the COMAREPA is actively working

on these cases.
8. =~ HRO ACTIVITIES: Further Resume of Recent

ACtiVities =--=mm=cmoeemommm e eao

(C) Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo ---------=cc--n-co--

The four mothers of the Plaza de Mayo who recently
traveled to the Latin American Bishops conference in
Puebla, Mexico, and then on to Washington and New York,

met with Ambassador Castro on March 30 to report on

their trip. 'Thé Mothers recounted their extensive
meetings in!the U.S. with Administration, Congressional,
United Nations, church and human rights officials. The
Mothers characterized their reception in the United
States as one of great warmth and concern.

The government continues to prohibit use of the N

L ,
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[ Plaza de Mayo on Thursday afternoons to the Mothers. |

The Mothers have adopted the practice of meéting in
a different church at 5:00 p.m. each Thursday to say
a rosary together for the reappearance of their
children. At the conclusion of their prayers, the
Mothers hold a short informal information session,
decide on the site of the next week's meeting and
then file out of the church together, generally to a
nearby plaza which they circle once or twice in a
silent demonstration for their disappeared children.
—€) Permanent Assembly Activities --------=-=----c-u-
The Argentine Permanent Assembly#&s céntinuing its
efforts to document disappearance and detention

cases for presentation to the IACHR. Assembly members
have expressed satisfaction to the Embassy over the
wide publicity and lack of GOA disavowal of its
recently published list of 4,497 disappearance cases
(see Buenos Aires 2592 re acceptance of list by
Ministry of Fbreign.Affairs off;cial Arlia).

(U) Journalists HRO Formed -------ce-cmmccecacooaa.
A new human' rights organization--a spinoff of the

Familiares de Desaparécidos y Detenidos--called the

"subcomision de familiares de periodistas desaparecidos

y detenidos,'" was announced in the press during the

week of March 19. The subcommission was reported
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[ preparing a‘special report regar&ing 61 Argentine ]
journalists who have disappeared or been detained over
the past several years.
+63-FDD Activities -------=s=mn-a- S i I
The FDD is undertaking an initiative to petition the

IACHR members upon their arrival in Argentina in late

May. The petition will request reestablishment of
normal police and judicial practices (guarantees),
trial or freedoh for the PEN prisoners, improved prison
conditipns, and clarification of the status of tﬁe
disappeared.

The FDD sent a five person delegation to the re-
cent Puebla conference. The FDD members reportedly
met with 43 of the Bishops attending the conference and
made numerous press contacts.
—£6> Regional HRO'S --v--moremmmocc s -
In March a human rights organization was organized in

La Plata, the capital of the Province of Buenos Aires

and one of the major arecas of the government's anti-
subversion program. An organizational committee is at
work and links have been established with the Permanent
Assembly for Human Rights. The organization's leader-
ship estimate that there have been a total of about
1,500 disappearance reports from the city of La Plata.
L Another human rights organization has been oper%EI
"ing in Mar del Plata. Two masses have been held in
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r_ 1979 commemorating the disappeared. A group of 15 to |
25 mothers have been meeting in the Plaza San Martin
each Thursday afternoon §ince November, 1978. In
addition, 60 to 70 family members of desaparecidos
meet on Sundayé at the Capilla Santa Ana.

Another hﬁman rights group called Familiares de
Desaparec1dos de Lanus ran a paid advertisement in
"La Prensa' on March 10. Lanus is a southern suburb
of Buenos Aires. "
9. —£6¥ Reaction to UNCHR Meeting ~------------------
Human rights activists have expressed disappointment
to the Embassy that the March meé%ing of United Nations
Human Rights Commission in Geneva failed to pass a ’
resolution regarding Argentina. Those contacts noted
that the human rights situation in Argentina was
considerably wofse than other countries which had
been the focus of UNCHR's attention. Australian
Embassy DCM also expressed eﬁ%?gmu disappointment at AN
failure of the USG to support'the Australian-Canadian
initiative.

10. ££&3- Update on Important Cases --------==-ce--no---

Horacio Saragovi Detention (269/78/1) ------=v--cc-na-

Mrs. Saragovi called at the Embassy on March 23 to

seek Embassy assistance regarding the commutation of

L the military sentence issued against her son in ]
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r"November; 1976. Mrs. Saragovi reported that the Suprefe

Codrt on December 9, 1978 refused to accept jurisdiction
on procedural grounds of her appeal alleging a number

of irregularities-in the military trial of her son. Mrs.
Saragovi filed a formal commutation petition on March 9,
1979 and has been meeting with officials in the Argentine
~government to gain support for its acceptance.

-- Disappearance of Antonio Eduardo Czainik (225/77/11) --
Mr. David Czainik, subject’s fathé;, met with Ambassador
Castro on February 20 to discuss his son's disappearance
and to inform the Ambassador that he has received
information that‘his son is being’hetained secrefly

by the SIDE. Ambassador Castro undertook to raise
Czainik'é case with GOA officials.

--The Lokman Case (90/78/11) =~----ce-mecocemmenennaeans
The decision on March 29 by the Federal Court of Criminal
Appeals in Cordoba denying ali four complaints contained
in the habeas ;orpus petition fi}ed on behalf of Jaime
Lokman, received wide press coverage both in the Cordoba
provinciél newspapefs and in the national press. (See H
pass septels for detailed discussion of decision.) The
Cordoba Court's decision is the first unanimous court

of appeals decision in a habeas corpus case since the

Supreme Court issued its series of decisions in the

Yafiez et al cases. (See Buenos Aires 2501, para 3).

L _
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The Cordoba appeals court offered narrow interpretatfsﬁ

of the Zam&ranQquXﬂﬁﬁxﬂﬁém&ﬁﬁ%gﬂﬁﬁ Supreme Court
unenuivoenl

decision, statlng that assertive and ﬁﬂ@gﬂ!VﬂGﬁB&%
—ﬂe“from‘the*éxecutlve

‘aff1rmat10n5/that a person is linked with subver51on,

obligates the judicial power to respect the reserved
sphere of the pélitical power and not subject such
decisions to judicial review during periods of State
of Siege. 1In addition to this clear statement of the
separation of powers doctrine, the court added that
links with subversion could not always be proven in

the convincing form that the judicial process required.
and in such cases the executive w%s entitled to con-

tinue the 'detention of dangerous persons by virtue
constitutiondl
of its COIRRKKEXWNANX State of Siege powers.

Buenos Aires Editor Robert Cox reported to the
Embassy that he.had received a phone call from the
Ministry of Interior asking fhat the Herald cease its
campaign on behalf of Jaime Lokman's release.

11. (U) Villa Devoto Prison Riot Investigation

- CONtiNUES ==~==-=cememccm e e e e

In mid-February the Supreme Court ruled that Federal
Judge Valerga must continue probing into the March 14,
1978 Villa Devoto Prison riot w in which 70 inmates

: died : were
wexrobtrredockorodzatly and another 70 baxtiys injured.

l__.The Supreme Court's decision puts an end to a-. B
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[ jurisdictional conflict between Judge Valerga and ]

L

Judge Rivarola. Judge Rivarola made a preliminary
investigation early in 1978 and announced that none

of the victims had died from gunshots fired by the
guards. In making that decision, Judge Rivarola decided
that further iﬂvestigation did not come within his

jurisdiction as a Federal judge and he passed the

wotamrinows dossier to his colleague, Judge Valerga,

who declined to continue the probe. The Supreme Court
a

has now- put, an end toXthw( controversy. the basis of which!
‘has not been-made.iclears--

12. (U) Prison Release Hour Changed =----=--=-me--cn-.

P fortilized
In late January ‘the Ministry of Justice xprictgaed a
change in the Argentine penal code regarding the hour
for reléasing Federal prisoners at the conclusion of
their sentence. Previously, prisoners were relecased
at midnight the day their sentence expired. In
February and March, 1978, four prisoners who were
judicially freed from La Plata Prison disappeared
immediately after their midnight release. This led to
a movement by the '"Freed Prisoners' League' to change
the ghkxim criminal procedural code to allow prisoners to
be released at midday instead of midnight. This measure

has now been adopted by both the Federal government

and by the provincial prison system in Buenos Aires.
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

g January 10, 1979.

PARTICIPANTS: Colonel (Ret.) Vicente San Roman, Assistant
Secretary for Internal Security, Ministry
of Interior

Charles Brayshaw, ARA/ECA, Department of State,
Washington, D.C.

Kenneth Sackett, Vice Consul, American Embassy
Buenos Aires

F. 'Allen Harris, Political Officer, American
Embassy, Buenos Aires

PLACE : Ministry of Interior, Buenos Aires
SUBJECT : Human Rights
COPIES TO : ARA/ECA - Mr. Bumpus AMB
HA/HR - Mr. Flood . DCM
HA/REF - Ms. Chavchavadze POL/R |(b)3)10USC 424
INR/RAR - Mr. Buchanan USICA -
ARA - Mr. Lister ECOM-~
INR/OIL/NFAC/ - Mr. Schwab ) o
ORPA/LAD CUND

Objectives for 1979

Colonel San Roman stated that he had identified several objectives
to improve the GOA's handling of its Poder Ejecutivo Nacional
(PEN) prisoners which he hoped would be implemented by March,
1979. . )

The first objective is to transfer all PEN prisomers to six.
major prisons -- La Plata, Sierra Chica, Villa Devoto, Rawson
Resistancia and Caseros. The last facility will be used only
for transit prisoners. The responsibility for the PEN prisoners
in these institutions would reside with the Ministry of Interior,
not with the Ministry of Justice or provincial penal authorities
as is now the case.

CONFIDENETAL
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Ti.- secondé objective is to remove those prisoners from PEN
status who have been charged with crimes in the civilian or
militery justice systems. San Roman added that over half
oi the current PEN prisoners fall into this category. He
noted that he did not expect to be 100 percent successful in
this effort, but if he could transfer 85 percent of the
charged prisoners he would be satisfied.

The third objective is for the Ministry of Interior to control
the right of option process. San Roman said that with the
Chile problem, the Min Int was not receiving timely replies
on the right of option cases. This made meeting the 120-day
legal deadline very difficult. San Roman stated that the
greatest obstacle to the approval of right of option appli-
cations to leave the country was the negative attitude of
the Tri-Service Presidential Commission which San Roman said
turned down almost every case. He hoped that the Ministry
could change the burden of proof in these cases so that if

a Presidential Advisory Commission member or a military unit
did not respond on time the decision of the Ministry of
Interior would be final.

The fourth objective is to issue a statement to the Argentine
public demonstrating that no clandestine prisoners are being
held by the Armed Services. San Roman suggested that the
government would take the necessary actions to make this
statement convincing so that individuals who were not accounted
for (i.e. disappeared) at the time of the statement would be
legally presumed to be dead. :

COMMENT: Presidential and Foreign Ministry sources have indi-

cated that the GOA has developed an action program in prepara-
tion for the late May visit of the Inter-American Human Rights
Commission (IAHRC). The objectives outlined by San Roman and
the time frame for their accomplishment strongly suggest that
these constitute the government's preparations for the OAS'
group's visit.

San Roman's comments about a credible governmental assurance.
that it has recognized all its prisoners and about creating

a legal presumption that all those remaining disappeared
should tacitly be acknowledged to have died in confrontations
with the security forces echoes reports we have recently heard
from well placed Church sources of an Army/Air Force proposal
of last April. This proposal reportedly had three phases:
resurface the clandestine prisoners, announce that those still
disappeared were probably killed, and change Argentine civil
laws to shorten the time periods for presumptive death.

END COMMENT.
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PEN Prisoner Population

San Roman noted that all the PEN prisomers are placed in three
categories, which agre reviewed monthly. Category I receives
the best treatment. The categorization depends on both a
prisoner's past record and his/her adjustment to prison life.
San Roman noted that some persons who were held on minor
charges rebelled in detention and were dangerous prisoners.
These individuals would be placed in category III. While
others charged with serious crimes, might adapt well to prison
life and would be placed in categories I or II.

San Roman stated that the majority of the PEN prisoners were
between 22 and 32 vears of age. He said they had one prisoner
of 16. He had ordered a special study on this yoirg man because
of his age. The psychologist found that the youth was'incorri-
gible.” San Roman®noted that a number of older "ideologues"

are detained; the oldest being 80.

San Roman said that most of the PEN prisoners were former
students at universities in La Plata, Cordoba, Rosario and
Bahia Blanca. He noted ominously that there were not many
former Buenos Aires Univé??TE?"E%Gdents under PEN.

In response to a question, San Roman said that there was no
relationship between a person's chances to receive approval
for his right of option application and his jail category.

COMMENT: San Roman's statement regarding the effect of
prisoner's category and his optionability was not convincing.
We imagine that a prisoner's prison deportment is a major
factor in the Ministry of Interior's consideration regarding
that person's release. END COMMENT.

Lokman Case

San Roman went on at great length about how ungrateful

Mrs. Lokman was. He said that as soon as her husband was
removed from the Third Corps area, Mrs. Lokman had immediately
demanded his release under the right of option program. San
Roman stated that Lokman was guilty of "economic subversion'
which was one of the most dangerous forms of subversions as
money was true power. He characterized Lokman as the "Lopez
Rega of Cordoba.' After our comments about his exaggeration,
San Roman got serious and said that Lokman was an unpopular
figure and the best thing would be to allow six months to

-CONFEBENTHAE
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go by for the waters to quiet be .xr: pushing for a right of
option certificate for him.

Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo

San Roman stated flatly.that the government had decided to
prevent any future demonstrations by the Mothers. He said
that Ministry of Interior sources who had infiltrated the
Mothers' group had reported that the group was strongly
influenced by Communist and Socialist Party members. He
cited a Mrs. Isrrel as one of the PCA members in the group
and noted that she was a dangerous natural political leader.

Disappearance Cases

In a reply to a question rezzrding a Min Int statistical study
on disappeared cages, San Rocman said that in rough numbers the
Ministry had received 3,000 cdisappearance reports for 1976,
1800 for 1977, and 400 through the first ten months of 1978.
(Note: San Roman's figures jibe with a Foreign Ministry
source for 1976 and 1977, but understate by half of the 1978
ten month number.) San Roman noted that in general individuals
who disappeared in 1976 and in the fixst half of 1977 were
disappeared for good. He stated that in the latter half of
1977 and in 1978, anti-subversive policy had changed and more
“people were placed under the PEN and allowed to reappear.
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

DATE: January 26, 1979
SUBJECT Politics and Human Rights
PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Robert Cox, Editor of the Buenos Aires
g e Herald
- Mr. F. Allen Harris, Politican Officer
American Embassy, Buenos Aires
ARA/ECA - Mr. Brayshaw AMB
HA/HR - Mr. Flood DCM
(b)3):10 USC 424 INR/RAR - Mr. BU.Cha.nan POL/R
ARA - Mr. Lister POL
INR/OIL/NFAC/ USICA
ORPA/LAD - Mr. Gresham QM
o: o
o Is_Fagtinez de Hoz Willing to Step Down?

onnss LmsMrem=@fx mentioned that he had recently met with Economy

Minister Martinez de Hoz. During their discussion of the
economy, Martinez de Hoz spoke about the pressures against
his economic program and himself. Martinez de Hoz told
Cox that he continued to have the strong personal support
of President Videla for the economic program. However,
Martinez de Hoz noted the strong and growing pressures
against the Videla Presidency and said that he might be
asked to step down from his post as a political gesture to
maintain the Videla Presidency. Cox commented that
Martinez de Hoz said he was prepared to do this, 1f neces-
sary, to support the Videla Presidency. (COMMENT: The
Buenos Aires Herald has been an unequivocal supporter of
the present .economic plan.)

The Holﬁberg Case: Unidentified Bodies

‘Mr. Cox noted that the handling of the recent reappearance
in the Lujan River of the body of Argentine Foreign Ser-
vice Officer, Elena Holmberg was an example of the
cavalier acceptance and quick disposal of bodies by the
Argentine police. According to family reports, a member of

POL:FAHarris:sz
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the Lanusse family (related to the Holmbergs) was rowing in
the Lujan River when the body of a woman was found. He
passed this information on to the Holmberg family, who made
an inquiry with the local police authorities. The police
denied that any cadavers had been found in the river. The
family became suspicious and brought pressure on the local
police, which led to a judicial order to produce the body.
The local police dug up the body of another person taken
from the river, a male, for inspection by the Holmberg
family. When Judge Marquardt learned of this, he ordered
the detention of 17 or so individuals involved with the dis-
covery and burial of the bodies. The woman's body was then
produced which was determined by a forensic expert to be
the cadaver of Miss Holmberg.

Mr. Cox emphasiZed that this grizzly story indicated the
lack of investigation by police authorities when they find
cadavers. The bodies are presumed to be victims of anti-
subversive actions and are promptly buried in unnamed
graves with no more than a cursory attempt to identify the
-bodies. At most, fingerprints are taken from the corpses
and sent to Buenos Aires or La Plata for identificatiom.

Political Rumors

Cox reeled off a number of current political rumors, indi-
cating the ascendancy and decline of all the various
factions within the armed forces. He opined that the
variety of the stories indicated that Ar%entina was pro-
bably in for a period of political stability under its
current leadership for at least the next year.
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
DATE: January 26, 1979

SUBJECT : Military Politics and Human Rights
s PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Oscar Cardozo, Political Reporter,
Clarin Newspaper
Mr. F. Allen Harris, Political Officer,
American Embassy, Buenos Aires
>ARA/ECA - Mr. Brayshaw AMB
HA/HR - Mr. Flood DCM
/ INR/RAR - Mr. Buchanan POL
/ ARA - Mr. Lister POL/R
/ 'INR/OI?/NFAC/ USICA
/ ORPA/LAD - Mr. Gresham ECOM
/
/ _ CONS

7 T SY
i (/i _Human iights Situation

| |

/’7' Mr. Cardozo observed that although the human rights situ-
ation was improving quantitatively, it was worsening
/39(,/ qualitatively. He mentioned that he, as a former Peronist
i and as a political reporter, was becoming increasingly
/ concerned about his personal safety in Argentina. He
opined that two or three years ago his name would not be

(b)(3):10 USC | on any operating group's list. These.groups were target-
424 ing individuals involved with terrorists or active poli-
tical subversives. The situation has now changed and the

persons being ''sucked up' (chupado) by the anti-subversive
operations are increasingly leftists and intellectuals

who hold or have held ideas contrary to those of the govern-
ment. Cardozo cited the morning's news of the disappear-
ance of Hector Abrales, a Peronist intellectual, success-
ful engineer and prominent businessman.

COMMENT: Cardozo's concern, as well as his quantity and
quality comment are of interest. .As anti-subversive
operations begin to target softer ideological targets,
especially those who are well-known leftist "intellectuals"
and professionals, the operations begin to worry a greater
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percentage of Argentina's professional class, who begin to
see themselves as possible targets of the anti-subversive
campaign. Recently, an Army intelligence officer informed
the Embassy that the 601 Intelligence Battalion had just
taken over another floor at its Buenos Aires headquarters
to expand "intelligence activities' on '"communist and
socialist targets.”

Peronist Ideology

Cardozo boasted that he was a member of a Peronist study
group. Although none of the group had '"qualifications"

as an intellectual, they were meeting to try and formulate
an ideological basis for a modern Peronist movement.
Cardozo noted that the previous strength of Peronism had
been its Eersohalistic and non-ideglogical approach to
issues which gave 1t its enormous broad popular base. It
was a party for everyone from professors to street cleaners.
The problem that the group was grappling with was that
Peronism has always been adamantly anti-communist and anti-
marxist but that expressing the ideological basis of
Peronist policies could only adequately be done in marxist
terms.

MIGs for Argentina?

In response to a question, Cardozo said that his Air Force
contacts often discussed the pros and cons of purchasing

MIG-23s. Many of his friends did not like the plane, but

more were concerned with the reliability of spare parts
delivery from "another great power supplier.' Cardozo
said that the Argentines might "in the future' buy some
MIGs, but the reasons would be related more to politics

and balance of pa t reasons than the Air Force's

desire to have that particular plane in its inventory.
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PARTICIPANTS: Joaquim Morales Sola, Assistant Managing
Editor of Clarin and APAOQ John Corr

DATE: February 1,

SUBJECT: Martinez de Hoz, Holmberg Case, USSR
it Influence //ﬁﬁﬁ?

PLACE: American Club, Buenos Aires

Morales Sola said that Presidentidl Adviseér Moyano, a
friend, had told him that Moyano had accepted his post
%Q;Lhﬂ_nnndiiigg, accepted by Videla, inez de
pg;_mnsx_go. Moyano had talked with Frigerio arnd
ugliese, among others, asking them for two things: a
national economic plan and the name of a successor to

Martinez de Hoz. Morales Sola said he expected changes
in the economic policy in March.

Morales Sola further said that labor unrest was spreading
because of inflation. He said that the metal workers,
textile workers and state employees unions were talking
of independent and perhaps national strikes socon. He
knew nothing of a possible link between militant unionists
and military factions and thought Suarez Mason to be
"without power". ~—
RN Sl

Morales Sola, who knew Holmberg well, said he spoke a

few days ago with Holmberg's father, ‘who said the

family believed Massera was behind his daughter’'s death.
The father said that Holmberg had spoken out on her

return from Paris about Massera's activities and had in
her possession tapes of Massera's interview wit .
Firmenich. He added that he thought Massera was guilty
of having introduced violence into politics Foll %Tﬁi‘the
coup and was responsible for the Hidalgo Jola El%ﬁapplﬁg.

[
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Re USSR influence, Morales Sola said that he believed the

Russians sent technicians to help survey the Parana Medio
project to support Argentina in her argument with Brazil

and Paraguay over Itaipu. The Argentines, he said, were

trying to tell the Paraguayans that they could do without
Corpus (Argentine-Paraguayan hydro-electric project) and

develop the Parana Medio project by themselves.
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
DATE: February 2, 1979

PEN Prisoners and Human Rights

(0)(3):10 USC 424

Col. (ret.) Vincente San Roman, Director General for
Internal Security, Ministry of Interior
Mr. Kenneth Sackett, Vice Counsel, American Embassy,

Buenos Aires

Mr. F. Allen Harris, Political Officer, American Embassy,

Buenos Aires

Mr. Peter Reyes, TDY INS Officer, Department of State

ARA/ECA -
HA/HR -
INR/RAR? -
ARA -
INR/OIL/ORPA
HA/ORM

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.

Brayshaw
Flood
Buchanan
Lister
Gresham
Chavchavadze

USC 424

~1(b)(3):10
N (b)(3)
DCM CONS
POL sy
POL /R
USICA
ECOM

A call was made on Col. San Roman specifically to introduce TDY INS Officer
Reyes and to resolve a number of issues regarding the right of option

program.

Right of Qption

Problems

In response to Mr. Sackett's requests, San Roman made the following decisions:

for parole into the United States.

Granted permission for Mr. Reyes to interview PEN detainees applying

Promised to reply on February 6 or 7 to the Embassy's latest request

to interview some 91 PEN prisoners who have applied for the US

parole program.

Stated that he would check with the Federal Security Service fo con-

firm that parole documents for PEN prisoners departing for the
United States may be delivered to the detainee at the Federal Police
there for fipal out-

Headquarters while the prisoner is being he),

processing. (b)(3):10 USC 424 }
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-- Stated that to speed the processing of the PEN applications his office
would treat as "optionable" for the U.S. Embassy, those PEN prisoners
who had six months or less to serve of a civil or military sentence.

-- Stated that as a special procedure, he personally would change the
final destinations of detainees to the United States if those persons
were acceptable for the U.S.G. parole program and if the family
presented a letter stating that the detainee wished resettlement in
the United States instead of the country originally listed on the
person's right of option application. San Roman emphasized this ad hoc
procedure, was preferable than beginning the entire application de
novo in cases where the detainee wished to change his country of final
destination.

-- Affirmed that persons under house arrest or conditional liberty
(1ibertad vigilad®) are eligible to apply for the right of option pro-
gram. San Roman noted that these persons had a good chance of having
their PEN status completely removed and consequently should weigh
carefully whether they wanted to leave Argentina under the right of
option program as they would .not be able to return until the state of
siege had been 1ifted.

Disappearances

San Roman remarked that he was now responding to inquiries on disappearances
that had been received by the Ministry of Interior prior to his becoming
Director General of Internal Security. He noted that his predecessor had
not replied to the many Tetters and telegrams asking for help in locating
disappeared relatives. San Roman said that that policy was wrong, that
Argentine citizens deserved to know that the government had in fact received
their reports of disappearances and was seeking information regarding the
whereabouts of the missing person. -

PEN Prisoner Program Improvements

We discussed the interest in the right of option program among U.S. Congress-
men .and human rights groups in the United States. San Roman commented that
the Embassy's references to the right of option program, especially during
Ambassador Castro's meetings with President Videla and Junta members, were
very useful. San Roman said that if the U.S. continued to push from the

top and he continued to-push from the bottom, the right of option program
might improve. '

San Roman mentioned thatat the most recent Preside;i.t'i'ﬂ Right of Option
Advisory Council meeting, the panel had approved over twenty-five right of

—CONFIBENFHAL-
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option cases. He said that generally at such meetings, the panel only

. approves two or three option cases. He said this was an excellent sign.

San Roman noted that eight of the cases involved prisoners who still had

to complete their court imposed sentences before they would be allowed to
leave Argentina.

San Roman said that with both Chile and the major command reassignments
now settled, the processing of the right of option applications through
the various military commands had improved markedly.

San Roman said that the procedures had been completed for transferring
all the PEN detainees to six penal facilities which would be run by the
Ministry of Interior. He also mentioned that the Inter-Agency Working
Group preparing a "new law" on prisoner treatment (to apply to both
ordinary criminal and PEN prisoners) was working well.

- ?

Anti-Subversive Activities

During a discussion of recent disappearance cases, San Roman noted that in
the January abduction of engineer Abrales it was still unclear whether it
was an "independent operation" conducted by an official group or an
extortion attempt. He noted that he had met with Mrs. Abrales yesterday
and that the Ministry's inquiries had not turned up any information re-
garding the disappearance.

San Roman said that the Ministry's policy was to provide all the informa-
tion available regarding disappearances to the concerned families. He
joked that “because he did not have enought to-do," Minister Harguindeguy
had appointed him as chairman of an Inter-Agency Committee to improve the
“coordination" between the government's security forces. In a back and
forth conversation, San Roman stated that responsibility for conducting
anti-subversive operations would remain as it has been under the Army
Corps Commanders, the Military Services and the Federal Police. Each
would continue.to have their area of normal responsibility. The focus of
the Inter-Agency Committee was to establish procedures for the operational
units to provide information regarding operations conducted to the
Ministry of Interior and to turn prisoners over to the central government.
He said that.the anti-subversive units had to be forced to provide
information on persons detained and at some point turn these prisoners
over to the central government, instead of detaining prisoners in their
own facilities.
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Supreme Court Decision in Smith IIl

Mignone enthusiastically read sections of the just-released Argentine Supreme
Court Decision in the Smith III case. Mignone, one of the principal organizers
of the Permanent Assembly-sponsored case, characterized the Supreme Court's
decision as a direct admission by the Court that it was powerless under the pres-
ent circumstances to protect the rights guaranteed to the Argentine citizenry

by the Constitution. Mignone stated that his first reaction to the Supreme
Court's decision was to call on the members of the Court to resign "en banc" to
protest against the usurption of the judiciary's powers by the present government.

Operation Against "Casa de.ia Juventud" Members

Mignone reported that Father Herrera Gallo, the Catholic Church's "youth pastor”
and a close friend of Cardinal Aramburu, informed him last week of Cardinal
Aramburu's intervention with First Corps Commander Suarez Mason to obtain the
release of 64 abducted formermembers of a Christian socialist youth organization
called the "Casa de 1a Juventud." This Church-run recreation-social center,

was organized and run by an activist priest in the early 70's. It was closed in
1974. In mid-December, 1978, a large-scale anti-subversive operation was run
against the Casa de la Juventud's former members by the First Army Corps.
Operatives called at the old addresses listed for the Casa's membership and in
many cases pressured the parents and neighbors for the current address of the
former Casa's members. Seventy persons were rounded up, including many couples
who had met at the Casa and later married. In several cases, the apartment doors
of those taken were closed with First Army Corps' seals.
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Father Herrera Gallo nzd choto enlargements made of these seals. The priest then
convinced Cardinal Aramburu to call on First Corps Commander Suarez Mason to
present the photographs of the seals, and seek the release of the individuals.
Suarez Mason admitted that the 1nd1v1duals had been picked up in a First Corps
operation and promised to expedite their release.

Gallo told Mignone that as of the end of January 64 of the 70 individuals

abducted had been freed. Cardinal Aramburu has ordered church members to main-
tain strict silence about the Army operation against the Casa de la Juventud

and his intervention. The father said that the Casa members were tortured
immediately after their "arrests” and were held blindfolded at a military facility
which they believe was on the Campo de Mayo.

Father Gallo assured Mignone that the Casa de la Juventud had no connection with
any subversive activities and expressed concern that the Army was now persecuting
Church-related groups which they believe represented dangerous ideologies. The
priest said that an Army contact had told him that the Church's intervention
saved the group's members "from going to the farms (granjas) from where it is
very hard to leave." Life on the granjas was described as "very difficult, as
the farms are self-sufficient.”

Father Herrera Gallo said that during Cardinal Aramburu's recent meeting with -
the President, General Videla told him that Videla hoped that before the Inter-
American Comm1ss1on on Human Rights came to Argentina, perhaps in March, the
government would have some significant information to release regarding the dis-
appearance cases. Gallo noted that in contrast General Suarez Mason had
adopted a very hardline attitude toward the "desaparec1dos" during his meeting
with Cardinal Aramburu.

Mignone, whose own daughter disappeared in May, 1976, was understandably inter-
ested in the report regarding the "work farms." Mignone noted that several long
term reappearance cases reported that they had been held on work farms in the
campo.

(COMMENT: The Nunciatura has received only a partial report of the disappearances
of the former members of the Casa de la Juventud. We are checking further on
Father Herrera Gallo's report. There have been several reports to human rights
groups from long term "reaprecidos” that they were held on work farms in the
interior of the country. END COMMENT)

Human Rights at Puebla

Mignone said that he had received a call from Mexico last night informing him that
the delegation of the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo had been received by the

Puebla Conference President, Cardinal Aloisio Lorscheider. The mothers presented
the Permanent Assembly's recently issued list of 4,382 disappearances and dis-
cussed the Argentine human rights situation with the Brazilian Cardinal. The
Cardinal promised to inscribe the Argentine disappearances on the conference's

agenda.
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Mignone noted that the mothers' meeting with the cardinal was “providential.”
Doctora Westerkamp (she and her husband are both active in the Permanent
Assembly) flew from Buenos Aires to Mexico on an Air France flight which stopped
in Rio. Cardinal Lorscheider boarded the plane there and sat near her. She was
able to have a long discussion with the Cardinal and interest him in the plight
of the families of the desaparecidos in Argentina.

Operations Against the Partido Socialista de Trabajadores

Mignone stated that the Assembly has received nine reports of disappearances of
members of the Partido Socialista de Trabajadores (PST) in January. Seven of the
abductions took place in La Plata, the capital of Buenos Aires Province, and two
abductions took place in Buenos Aires. Mignone described the PST as a party of
Second Internacional ideologues who specifically rejected terrorism on doctrinal
grounds as they believed that spontaneous uprisingsof the masses are the "midwives
of history," not individual tdrrorist acts. Mignone noted that the party had
been prohibited and dissolved by law in 1976 and had ceased to function as an
entity. Operations had been conducted against its members in 1976, but had been
sporadic and rare in the last two years, until recently.

Human Rights Gains

Mignone said that although the government's policy of using “terrorist tactics"
against subversives had not changed, 1978 had seen some gains for the human rights
efforts in Argentina. The human rights organizations had obtained increased
public acceptance. Families were becoming less suspicious.about reporting
disappearance cases to the Assembly. More old cases were being reported each
day. New cases were being reported with less of a time lag. The Assembly's

“La Prensa" advertisement in May 1978 1isting over 2,500 "desaparecidos” had
been perhaps the most significant event for the Assembly during the year. This
event had sparked a more open attitude towards human rights among the Spanish-
language press which now accepted human rights advertisements and published small
stories regarding disappearances, legal decisions, and the activities of the
human rights organizations. The Spanish-language press had recently begun to
editorialize against the continuation of illegal anti-subversive operations.

“La Prensa," "La Nacion," and "Clarin" had all editorially issued the call for
the return to legal procedures.

Mignone said that the human rights organizations still had a long way to go.
Debate for example within the Assembly, was characterized by fear of pushing the
government too hard and provoking a counter reaction. He said that with the
exception of the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, all the human rights groups in
Argentina were extremely timid in pressuring the government for progress in the
human rights area.
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Military Reassignments

Mignone commented that, on balance, the recently announced military reassignments
could be helpful for human rights in that some of the major hardliners had been
removed from key troop command positions. Suarez Mason's leaving the First
Corps, General Riveros' leaving the Campo de Mayo,.and Admiral Chamarro's leaving
the Navy Mechanics School, would all be helpful.

Mignone noted however, that the appointment of General Sasiain as the head of

the Federal Police was a serious threat, especially if anti-subversive activities
were transferred to the Federal Police. Mignone noted that General Sasiain was

of Lebanese extraction. His sister and brother-in-law, General Caceres Monié,

a former Army general and chief of the Federal Police in the Lanusse Administration,
were both killed on their retirement chicken farm by Montoneros in Entre Rios
Province in 1976. Mignone described Sasiain as an extremely bitter man whose
Tenth Army Regiment in La Plata had run one of the severest anti-subversive
campaigns in the country. The campaign was directed primarily against the leftist
students and faculty of the formerly mammoth (200,000 students) University of

La Plata.

More Floating Bodies

Mignone said that the Assembly had received several reports that the bodies of a
man and a woman were found floating in the new port area of Buenos Aires on
January 22 around 1:30 p.m. The bodies were reportedly in good condition. Both
individuals had been shot in the head. Mignone said that the Assembly planned
to make an inquiry to see if the police had identified the bodies. 1f not,

the Assembly would file petitions to force the police officials to conduct an
investigation into the murders.
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Mr. Cox said that he had been ''called in " by the Secretary General -
‘of the Presidency, General Crespi, regarding his recent "Newsweek"
story on Jacobo Timerman. Cox noted that in earlier times he had
adopted "I was a naughty boy and won't do it again," attitude dur-

ARA/PPC /u srs. Bruce, Schreibe ECOM
INR/RAR M _uchanan {\\USY y

The Timerman Detention

-ing these meetings, but that he was now too old for that ploy. He

said that he was surprised that Gen. Crespi was poorly prepared

for the interview. The meeting started in the usual friendly
Argentine fashion and finally got around to ‘the damage done to the
country." ;

Cox said that he replied directly that the damage being done to
Argentina was not caused by the article but was caused by the mili-
tary's continuing detention of Timerman in the face of the Supreme
Court's decision declaring Timerman's PEN detention illegal. To
Cox's astonishment, Crespi denied any knowledge of either the
Supreme Court's decision or the decision by the Army's Special
Tribunal which had cleared Timerman of any connection with subver-
sion. Crespi reportedly fell back on a weak attack against the
Supreme Court: Crespi maintained that if Miguel Lorenzo or
Isabelita were brought before the Supreme Court, the court would
find their detention illegal also.

Cox said that there were two barbs in the 'Newsweek'" article which
the Casa Rosada especially objected to. .First was the Videla quote
that Timerman's being a Jew didn't help his case. The second was
the impression that Videla was a weak President who did not control
events in Argentina. Cox noted the irony that externally the mili-
tary wish to project an image of strong executive but internally
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wished to project the image of a weak President who needs the suppoft
of all thinking people against the hardliners arrayed against him.
Cox said that the government really could not have it both ways.

"Washington Post' Reporter to be '"glled In"

Cox said that the Washington Post's local girl Friday had told him
that the Argentine Navy has requested Charles Krause to meet with
Navy officials when he returns from a Jonestown massacre book promo-
tion tour to London. Cox believes that the reason for Krause's
being called in is related to his early March story on the murder
of Argentine Foreign Service Officer Elena Holmberg.

Confirmation of Deaths - Trial Balloons

Cox related stories--which also had begun to come to the Embassy--
regarding the Interior Ministry's Office of Internal Security
informing a few families recently that their sons had been killed
in confrontations with the military forces. Cox opined that these
were trial balloons by the Ministry's officials to see what the
reaction of the family members would be.

Cox said that the disappearance problem was a real dilemna for the
GOA, as the families would never cease searching until they had
hard information on the fate of their children.- On the other hand,
the majority of the officers in the military felt that the policy
of denial of information had to be continued out of loyalty to the
military service and its members, who had undertaken to do this
dirty job to save their country from the communist threat. .Cox
noted that even those who felt genuine sympathy for the plight of
the parents within the military had an overriding concern to pro-
tect the military reputation as an institution--it was a question
of institutional loyalty.

Trip to U.S.

Cox mentioned that he will be attending seminars on Argentina in

the U.S. in early may at Georgetown and Harvard Universities. -Cox
noted that he was beginning to worry about becoming the "11beral_
justifier of the GOA.™
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On November 3, 1978, FOWG Chief, Juan Carlos Arlia, said

that in May, 1978, Foreign Minister Montes made two pro-

posals to the Junta regarding resolving the d1sappearance
question:

(1) Foreign Minister Montes proposed that the time period
for presumption of death in disappearance cases be
shortened to two years from the present three€. Arlia
commented that this would probably affect over 50% of

the disappearance cases.

(2) Adm. Montes also suggested that the GOA publish lists
of all those persons being held and then affirm that the
government was not holding any other prisoners. This
would encourage families to accept the fact that if their
children were still '"disappeared,'" they probably died in
“"confrontations with the security forces."

POL (Reading File)
POL/R

ICA ’
SSpa0 ‘

L
wShe | i T—
O vl |

POL:FAHarris:sz 3/28/79 DECLASSIFIED IN FULL
Authority: EO 13526

fﬁﬁ% DIA FOIA & Declassification Services Offices
6D5—3/2-8/85 Date: oct 18, 2018

; .
Buy U. S Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan

W5, Govarnmant Printmg Ottics: 176—261.-630/3010 (REV. 7-76)

P

b

OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10

(b)

(D340

GBA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.8

ad 3010-112






