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l~/NF) The other point of interest, identified in the attached 
memorandum, is the preoccupation the average officer has about 
the marxist threat to Argentina, The officers training in 
this area makes him very inflexible in his views in that things 
are seen as being either black or white, communist or anti
communist. According to this analysis theworld is divided into 
opposing camps and the United States does not properly perceive 
the threat which is facing the Americas. From this it is only 
one more step in the thought process to come up with a 
conclusion that the US Human Rights policy is just one other 
weapon being used by non-democratic elements to try to subvert 
existing governments in the Americas to include the Argentine 
military government. 

J'.QR M 

1)1) I SEP 76 I :t96C 

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 
DIA FOIA & Declassification Services Offices 
Date: Oct 18, 2018 

i,ilGlliiii.J iNOFQiiHJ 

1 SEPT 62 EDITION MAY BE USED UNTIL 1 MAR 77 

( Leave Blank) 



ElCCKE'f/f.)~l? 1 C 

MEMO RAN o·u M 

Se 

TO The Piles 

Ff'.Q]'if POL Townsend 11 F .. d ~-,R-' . r ie man ·v 
·,. -- -- # i ~ 13'1(., 

_,, ,·_c -- ·· ··.·~ - ~--=~] _ ____ , 
- - ···- '·-------, 

SUBJECT: HU MAN RIG HTS: A Miljtary View ! _____ , 
. ···· ··l· ------.--• 

Th e s our c e of the f o 11 o ,11 i n g -:.· e po rt i s a fa i r 1 )' s c n j or rrw m b er 
of a major Argenti ne military intel l ig~nce organi z ation . His 
posi t ion brinf;S him i n contact with both operational unite; 
anJ with hi gl1 ranking mjl itary officj als . Thus, he is lrnowl
edgcable about the affairs he comments on. However, because 
of the compartmen ta lization ~nd rival rie s among security 
forces,his knowle dge of parti cular ope rations is res tricted . 
He acknawl edg2 s t hat he ta l ks to me only with the authoriza
tion of his supe riors. He a l so states that h is s up eriors 
give him litt}.e orien t ation on 1Jhat to say- -because he says 
"no hody in command i s gjving or i en tation to anybody" . He i s 
car eful to distinguish be tween his o,rn opinion s ancl th os e of 
the GOA . 

Terroris111 J nd Subv ersion 

My source minirnize<l the curr ent rea l threat a~ains t Argentines 
po sed by ten·orists . He claims they ,·:ere e l fr1inat-2.d . Th eL~ 
capabili ties , he said, were r estricted to an occasional elan -
d est inc r c1 Ji o broad ca s t and per hap s " a bomb or. two " . In any 
case, he sa i d there was nothi ng in on obj eci·ivc t cnns to 
just ify the cur,ent seige mentality anc-1 act iv ity of the rnilj -
ta::y. He d :id say tha t at least one or two of tl1ose ab duc t c:; J i n 
Aug1..1s t se e m to have Montonero conn0ctions, pro1nisi ng to let me 
kn ow at a l ater date which on~~- t 

Tl1 e Fi rncla1:1c,ntal rrob1eorns 

My sourc~ saiJ that he had little hope for Argentina getting 
pe r manently cut of its c t1rren t fficss barring some major changes 
in what he aff irmed were t hree funJam eni al , and in effec t 
structural, probl ems: 
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a) • th e p ·o 1 i c e an c1 s e cu r i t y force s a r c u n tr a j n e d i n s op h i s ·· 

t icated investigative practi ces and thin]~ only - br uta lity gets 
re s ults; 

b) the cour t s are ineffective , corrup t ibl e and mediocre. 
The secu r ity forces --like th e general publ i c - -have no confidence 
i n the rul e of l aw ; 

c) the mi litary has a grossly simp l i stic att jtude t owards 
Marxism. Anybody who critici ze s the governmen t is a Marxist. 

Th e re is l ittle or no capacity to distinguish among criticism, 
subversion, and terrorism . All are lumped together and . 
thought to b e p a rt of II i nt e r n at ion a 1 Marx is t sub v c r ~,. i on \v h i. ch / 
threatens the Ar ge n tine na tion . " My s ource blamed a part of 
this exaggerated sensi tivi ty to "int ernationa l Marxis m" on 
rece ived do ctr ine fro m t he United States imb ibed by t he mili
tary in yea1s of t r aining at American military faci liti es. 

A Coming Turn for the Worse? 

My so urce said h e fear ed that things could get " very bad" 
again regarding huna n rights vio l ation s . He said ther e .ar e 
e l ernc nts in the mi litary j ust 1vai ting fo r t h e. departur e of t 11e 
IAHRC to begi11 anoth er campaign against subversives, t e rr or is t s, 
3. lld cri tics -· i .e. "Marx i s t s " i n the military mental ity . In 
part, he attributed t hese pressures to the narr ou view o f 
mili tary me n. At l east as i mportant , he said , is t ha t some of 
those rn ost deep l y involved in t he "d irty war" a-re terribly 
frightened t h a t as the climate returns to norrnnlity they arc 
being moved closer to the time when th ey must account for their 
acts and suffe r ret ribut io n . On th e other hand, if the " dirty 
war

1
' can be ke pt going they ar .e. p r ote_cted -- and b es ides, he sa id, 

i n so me cases doing what th ey like b~st . My source made it 
clear that Ge ne ral Sua r ez Ma so n i s the gua rd ian angel of · th:is 
gro up . 

Th e US and Human Rt_ghts 

My so urce wa s c ritica l of the US 1 s public diplomacy in favor 
of human ri ght s , He sai d our comments only ·make those invoJvcd 
in th e dirty war more afraid that a j u d gm en t. day is com i n r: f o r 
them . Suarez Mason p l ays upon this- - " he is a <le rnagoguc amo ng 
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the officers '.!' If the USG wanted to do s omething useful for 
human rights, he suggested, it Ho·dd hel p establish a c limate 
wh ere it would be possible for t he GOA to drop a curtain ove r 
the past or a c 11 rt a in that ,~ o u 1 cl e l iminate the fear that drives 
the men involve d in the dirty wa r . 

Comm ent : Man ipul::i.tion may h ave been lwhind. r;iuch of what my 
source told me . First he establish ed him se l f as a reasonable 
man and then he drops the mes s ag e 11 we ne ed an amnesty". 

I am not inclined to such a cynic 3l view, yet . I th ink he was 
accur at ely g1v1n g me hi s views, base d on hi s perce p t io ns and 
knowled ge . 

His vie¼ on the effects of USG public dipl omacy on t he intra 
milita1y pow er st ruggle c l osely para ll e l those l have heard 
pr i va tel y from tl--10 others. On e is a lea d iJJg human right s 
activist in Argentina and the other a knowledge able foreign 
cor r espondent who has bee n obse rving Argentina for se veral 
year s and is a ci·itic o f the regime. Others in t he human r ight s 
community ar e very p l ease d Hit:h our 'Jutspokenn ess . 

In effect, my sourc e was talking about t he institut i on of some 
s ort of amnest y fo r th e sec1.1i·ity forces--a 11 ley d e olvidos .' 1 

We know that seve ral old- ti rn e politicians have di scussed the 
nee d fo1· a "l ey de ol v id os " to he l p open the ro ad for th e 
eventual return to democr acy . In addition, SRF ha s re ported 
that some military me:1 arc speak in :_: about i! 11 l ey de olvi dos 11 

as a con,lition prec e d en t for th e m:i. litary' s withdrawal from 
powe r . We su spect that t he security fo rces who l ook to Suarez 
~fason rnight have grave doub'cs about t!1e <l 1.n- 2.bility of su ch an 
a rn ri e sty on c e the rniJ i tar; surrer;ide r s power . 
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