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$UBJS THIS 1S [(b)3):10USC 424 0]
THIS IS AN INFO REPDRT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL

1, C(U) COUNTRY: ARGENTINA (AR)/CHILE (CcI)

2, (U) REPORT NUMBER?T[(1L)3):10USC 424 |

3. (U) TITLE: WOSTILITIES - BEAGLE CHANNEL CRISTS —
ARGENTINA/CHILE 781222 AFTER=ACTIDN REPORT T
4, (UY PROJECT NUMBER! AA, AB, AL o)
5, fU) DATE OF INFORMATION: 79p801«791178

6, (U) DATE OF REPORT! 791227

7. (U) DATE AND PLACE OF ACQUISITION: 790881~701108,

BARILNCHE AND BUENDS AIRES, AR,

8, (U) REFERENCE?[(h)(3):10 USC 424 LONTINUES
9, (U) ASSESSMENTt [(DX(3XI0USC424

10, (U) ORIGINATOR:
11, (1)) REQUEST EVALUATION: ND
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12, (U) PREPARING OFFICER: [()(3)10USC 42

13, (U) APPROVING AUTHORITY
14, () SQURCE: [PIB)10USC 424

|
15, (U) SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: OTRC<NOTNOPBRN|b)3)10USC 424 |-
{(b¥3):10 USC 424

16, €37NP) THIS REPORT PROVIDES AFTER=ACTION INFORMATION CQONe
CERNING THE ARGENTINE ARMY STH CORP'S EXPFRIENCES DURING THE
MDBILIZATIDN EXERCISES WHICH OCCURRED DURING 7818/7812 IN THE
SOUTHERN PARYT OF ARGENTINA, ALSO REPORTED ARE EVENTS WHICH
TOOK PLACE IN THE 3RD CORPS AREA OF OPERATIONS IN THE VICINITY
OF BARILOCHE [(D)(1):1.4(c)

INFORMATION RECEIVED INDICATES THAT THE ARGENTINE ARMED FORCES
WERF GIVEN THE OROER TO ATTACK CHILE WITH H=HOUR SET FOR

24¢2 HOURS ON 781222, THE ORDER WAS REVOKED AT 1638 HRS

THE SAME DAY AND THE LAST UNIT TO RECEIVE THE REVOCATION ORDER
WAS INFORMED AT 2137 HOURS, bY1%1.4 ()
22, CaywaPaRN) DETAILS: A, £84NE) >

¢

{(b)1);1.4{c)

{(b)1);1.4{c)

-~

. INDICATED THE FOLLOWING OOB INFORMATION:
(1) TEN MARINE BATTALIONS WERE STATIONED IN TYERRA DEL
FUEGO DURING THE PERIOCD 7819,/7812, ADDITIONALLY THERE WERE
SEVEN (7) COMBAT SERVICE AND COMBAY SERVICE SUPPORT TYPE UNITS
TO SUPPORT THE TEN (17) MARINE COMBAT BATTALIONS,
¢2)D)1%14 () |THAT THERE WERE TEN=THOUSAND (12,208)
MARINFS ON THE ISLAND OF TIERRA DEL FUEGO AT VARIDUS LOCATIONS,
(3) HE INDICATED THAT THERE WERE TW0 (2) FNGINEFR COMPANIES
ASSIGNEN TOQ sTHE MARINE BATTALIONS FOR GENERAL SUPPORT, ONE OF THE
ENGINEER COMPANIES WAS AN ARMY ENGIMEER COMPANY ATTACHED
SPECIFICALLY FOR THE MOBILIZATION EXERCISE,
€43 [(b)¥(1%1.4 () [THERE WERE APPROXIMATELY TWENTY=
THOUSAND (29,2@0) ARMY TROOPS WITHIN THE STH CORPS AREA OF
OPERATIUN DURING THE PERIOD MENTIONED,
(S) [(b)(1);Sec. 1.4(c) [THAT THF NINE FRENCH PUMA HELICOPTERS FROM
ARM COMMAND WERE PLACED IN NDIRECT SUPPORT DF THE MARINES
LOCATED ON TIERRA DEL FUEGO,
(8) WITHIN S5TH CORPS, THERE WERE SEVENTEEN (17) 8ELL liW=l TYPE
HELICOPTERS EQUIPPED WITH ROCKETS WHICH FORMED PART OF THE CORPS
RESERVE
(7)) |(B{xL4 () | THE FRENCH PANHARD ARMORED VEHICLES
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( WHICH HAD ARRIVED IN COUNTRY OURING THE 7818/7812 TIMEPRAME

WERE ALSD IN OPERATION AND ASSIGNED WITHIN STH CORPS ON THE BaSsIs
. OF FIVE PANHARD VEHICLES TO EACH RECONNAISSANCE TROOP ASSIGNED .
{ TO THE SEPARAGE BRIGADES, - :
(8) HF INDICATED THAT THE 181ST ARMORED RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON
¢ HAD TEN (1@) PANMARD VEHICLES ASSIGNED,
: B,|(0)X1)1.4 (o) THAT A GREAT OEAL DF THE INFORMATION
[(b)(1);Sec. 1.4(c) [ GAINED [(b)(1);Sec. 1.4(c) |WAS OBTAYNED AS A RESULT
¢ (b}1):1.4 (c)

CHILEAN POSITIONS, AS A RESULT OF THESE |(b)1);1.4{c) THAT
THE STH CORPS HAD FIXED THE CHILEAN OISPORITION OF FORCE

MENTIONED THAT (AMONG

DTHERSJI®XU14(®_

-1 K |
; C. WHEN |[(b)(1)1.4 (c) HAT THE RECONDITIONED SHERMAN
( TANKS Ag%IEﬁED‘Tﬁ‘TﬁE‘?NU_TTﬁE BRIGADE (THEN NPERATING WITHIN THE

STH ARMY CORPS) FUNCTIDNED BEAUTIFULLY, THE TANKS WERE NUG INTO

; REVETMENTS IN NE W 5 FOR CONCEALMENT, ON THE
( "CHILEAN son.(WU>14@> HAT THEIR TANKS HAO ALSO BEEN
{16 INTD CONCEALED POSITIONS.
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4
(b3(3%:10 USC 424
TO RUEKJCS/0IA WASH OC[(h)3):10 USC 424 | ’
INFO RULPALJ/USCINCSO QUARRY HTS PN[(b)3)50 USC 3024() |
RUEAHOA/HQ USAF WASH OC[(D)(3):50 USC 3024(i) |
RUEBARA/COMNAVINTCOM ALEXANDRIA Va
L(Bb)(3):1o USC 424

T

“3—F—C—R—f—T SECTION 3 OF 3 NOFORN
781222, H=HOUR C(ATTACK HOUR) WAS OESIGNATED FNR 2484 HRS
ON 781222, THE ORDER RWSCINDING THE ATTACK ORNER WAS ISSUED
AT 1633 MRS TO ALL ELEMENTS -PREVIOUSLY ORDERED TO MOVE TO
THEIR ATTACK POSITIONS, THE LAST ELEMENT TO RECEIVE
THE RESCISSION ORDER WAS AN INFANTRY UNIT WHICH RECEIVER THE
WORD AT 2138 HRS ON 781222,

€2)[(b)(1);1.4 () |NMERE THE MAIN ATTACKS WERF TO MWAVE
TAKEN PLACE} TO WHICH HE INOICATED THAT THIS WAS NOT TO0O
HARD TO FIGURE DUT, ALL ONE HAD TOD DO WAS FIND DUT WHERE THE
TANK REGIMENTS WERE) ONE OF WHICH WAS LDCATED IN ZAPALA [(b)(1)Sec. 14(c)
[(bX(1%:1.4 () ] aRD ARMY
CORPS AREA, THE OTHER MAIN ATTACK WHICH WAS TO TAKE PLACE
IN THE STH CORPS AREA WAS TO BE SPEARHEADED BY THE {ST TANK
REGIMENT WHICH HAD MOVED FROM 2ND CORPS AND WAS STATIONED
ON THE NIGHT OF 781222 OUTSIDE THE RIO GALLEGOS AREA IN

A
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SANTA CRUZ PROVINCE, THE OBJECTIVE OF THE IS8T TANK REGIMENT

WAS TO ATTACK TOWAROS PUNTA ARENAS, [(bX1%:1.4(c)

HAVE INDICATED THAT a MAIN ATTACK HAS TU HAVE TAKEN PLAC

TOWARD e
f3,1<b)<1),1.4(c> THE FACT THAT HELle

COPTERS (WITH INFANTRY ABOARD) HAD LAUNCHEQ FRDM RID
GALLEGOS AND WERE MOVING TDWARDS PUNTA ARENAS WHEN THE
TERMINATION ORDER WAS ISSUEg, [()(1x14(c) THE STDRY 0

E .

F THE

FIVE ARGAF ATTACK AIRCRAFT WHICH HAD BEEN LAUNCHED AND
RECALLED DURJING THEIR FLIGHKT DY AN CGBJECTIVE,
MENTIONED THAT THERE WAS DONE PILDT WHD INITIALLY IGNDREN

(b)1}%:1.4 {c)

THE RETURN YO BASE ORDER, APPARENTLY THIS STORY HAS BEEN
WELL PURLICISED WITHIN THE ARGENTINE MILITARY AS AN

XAMP HOW CLOSE THE COUNTRY CIC CDME TO WAR,
(b)(1).1.4 {c) WAS AWARE OF ANY UNITS THAT ACTUALLY CORSSE

(
(bX(1}%:1.4 (¢}

{

INTO-CHTLE, INDICATED "NO", BUT THAT UNITS LOCATED

IN 5TH ANO 3RO CORPS AREAS WERE VERY NEAR YO THE BDRDER
CASES WHEN THE TERMINATIDN ORDER WAS RECEIVED,

COMMENT: (S+ANGEGRM) THIS REPDRT 1S OF INTEREST IN THAT !
GIVES INFORMATIDN INDICATING THAT THE ACTUAL ORDER TD AT
HAD WEEM ISSUED AT MIDeDAY ON 791222 AND RESCINPREDN THAT
NODN WHEN WORD THAYT THF POPE WOULD MEDIATE THE BEAGLE CH
DISPUTE RECAME KNNWN, THMIS REPORT ALSD PRNAVIDES INFDRMAT
INDICATTING THAT THE ARGENTINE ARMY WAD A MAIN ATTACK PLA
IN THE 3RD CORPS AREA TGO BE LAUNCHED FRDM ZAPALA WHICH H
BECOME A MAJOR STAGING AND TROOP CONCENTRATINN AREA,
ALSO NF SIGNIFICANCE IS THE FACT THAT PUNTA ARENAS BECAM
A PRIMCIPLE OBJECYIVE FOR THE STH ARMY CORPS LOCATED IN
SOUTHERN REGINN DF ARGENTINA, THE FACY THAT ARMY ENBGINEE
UNITS ANG PUMA KELICOPTERS WERF ASSIGNED TO SUPPDRT (0.0
ON TIEFRRA DEL FUEGO IS ALSO OF INTEREST AND SHDWS A DEGR
INTER=SERVICE CODPERATION WHICH THE ARGENTINE FORCES HAV
NOT PREVIDUSLY PRACTICED,

THIS INFORMATION CDNCERNING THE EVENTS OF DEC 1978,
COULD AT A LATER DATE PROVE WDRTHWHILE SHOULD

THE BFAGLE CHANNEL SITUATIDN AGAIN RECDME A VOLATILE 1ss

{(b3)(1)1.4 (¢}
D
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AFTER™
ANNEL

10N

NNED

AD

E

THE

R

@@ MAQINES
EE OF

E

uE,

(bX}(1%1.4 (¢}

PAGE 2 -——t—R—E—F—

¥811081n




( -
C
PAGE 3
C REVK ON 27 DEC 1999
BY
p HA2A/L
{ ANNOTES
GCH 117
C
c
C
¢
(C
C
(
C
e
L
C
C
i PAGE 3
C
NNNN
. @2225642 “
Q’»

-

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

‘. l)ll‘l' CHIEFS OF STAFF
MEISAGE CENTER

-1

11218

pd11gétm




)

C

Lo e DEPAR’i‘MENT OF DEFENSE
) JOINT CINEFS OF STAFF
IEMECEII’EI
VZCZCMAYA9ASCP104 -t ZYUMW
MULT 112214
SECT @2 OF 11213

ACTION -

NIAS - et AT e - - — e v —
DISTR

IaDB(@1) J5(@2) JIINMCC SECDEF(@7) SECDEF: USDP(1S
ATSDIAE(@1) ASDIPASE(A1) 1:DIA(2M) USDRE(A3]:1°USC NIDS
CMC CC WASHINGTON DC -
CND WASHINGTON DC

CSA WASHINGTON OC

CIa WASHINGTON OC

SECSTATE WASHINGTDN 0OC

NSA WASH DC mw_
FILE .

4 0.0 3 0 2

(n53)

TRANSIT/2021915/0022057 /801 142TDRAD22058
DE :("iFSRAA ¥Q281 MR21918

INY  =5AS

R A1) 7452 JAN B2
[(0)(3):10 USC 424 |
TO RUEKJCS/0IA WASH dexm10usc424 |

INFO RULPALJ/USCINCSD QUARRY HTS PN|(b)3):50 USC 3024(i) |

RUEAHOA/HR USAF WASH DC[(5)3):50 USC 3024() |

RUEBARA/COMNAVINTCOM ALEXANDRIA VA

[(b)(3):10 USC 424

BT
=e-t—R—t—F SECTION 2 OF 3 -NGRORN-

D, IN DISCUSSING OPERATIDNAL RESPONSIARILITIES,|®(1):l4(0) |

STATED THMAT THE MARINES WERE RESPONSISBLE FDR TAXKING CERTAIN
ISLANDS SOUTH OF THE BEAGLE CHANNEL AREA, DEPENNING UPON

CHILEAN REACTIDN TD THME MARINE ASSAULT, S5TH CORPS WAD THE MISSION
OF ATTACKING BASED UPDN PRIDR OPERATIONAL PLANS (b)X1):1.4(c)

WHAT GEM MENENDEZ IN 3RD CORPS WDULD BFE DDING AT THIS TIME,

HE INDICATED THAT THIS ALSO DEPENDED UPON WHAT TRANSPIRED

WITHIN THE AREA SOUTH OF THE BEAGLE CHANNEL AND IN STH CDRPS,

HE STATED THAT HWE DIO NOT WAVE 3RD CDRPS!' TDTAL PLAN, 8UT DID
KNOW THAT GEN MENENDEZ HAD ORDERS T0 CUT CHMILE IN HALF. DDUR nIbD
NOT SPECIFY WHMERE CHMILE WAS TO RE CUT IN HALF,

E. SOURCE INDICATED THAT IN THE STH ARMY CDRPS MORALE wWaAS MIGHM
DURING THE ENTIRE PERIOD, THE ECONOMIC MINISTRY SENT THE

TROOPS CANDY, CAKES, ETC,., ON A DAILY BASIS IN ORDER TO

MAINTAIN HIGH MORALE, MOVIES WERE SHOWN BEGINNING AT 13Rd HRS

PAGE 1 ST gliiadim
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IN THE MORNING ANO TERMINATING AT 2132 HRS WHENEVER TROOPS WERE
NOT IN THE FIELD CONOUCTING MANEUVERS,
F. ALL TRDOPS WERE. QUARTEREQ UNOER ROOFS, BY THYS HE MEANT B
THAT ALL SCHOOLS WITHIN S5TH CORPS AREANERE UIPO-AS-BARRACKS, T T—
G, [(D)X1):1.1(c) |
INDICATEO THAT IN RIO TURBIO THE ARGENTINES ANO CHILEANS
WERE ACTUALLY IN FRONT OF EACH OTHER FOXHOLE=TO=FOXHOLE, THE
OPPOSING COMMA RS TRADED WHISKEY, WINE AND OTHER SOCIAL
GESTURES, |[(bX1)x1.4{c) THAT ON DIFFERENT NIGHTS, CHILEANS
WOULD COME TO THE ARGENTINE CAMP AND ON OTHER NIGHTS THF
ARGENTINES WOULD RECIPROCATE BY VISITING THE CHILEAN CAMP, WHEN
IT waS ANNODUNCED ON 7912222 THAT THE POPE WOULD MEQIATE THE
OISPUTE, |b)1x1.4 () |THAT THE FRONT=LINE TRDOPS HAD A BIG
PARTY Tn CELEBRATE,
H, NURING THE RERIOD7950925«79R9R27, RO WAS ON AN AMBASSADORIAL
[(b)(1);Sec. 1.4(c} | TO BARTILOCHE, WHILE THERE, [(b)1)%1.4(c)
(b¥(1¥;1.4 (c)

CONCEPNTNG THE MOBILIZATION EXERCISE OQURING 7810/7812:
(b)(1):Sec. 1.4(c)

|
TO A SRECTIAL COMMANO LOCATED WITHIN THE BARILOCHE AREA.
THAT A GREAT DEAL OF 1ST CORPS ELEMENTS (TO
INCLUDE THE PATRICIO REGIMENT = NORMALLY A GUARD REGIMENT FRaM
BUUENDS AIRES) HAOQ BEFN MOVED TO THE BARILOCHE AREA, ALSO
MOVFD TO THE BARILOCHF AREA WERE AODITIONAL 18T CORPS UNITS TO INCLUOE
THE 8TH TANK REGIMENT WHICH WAS IN ZAPALA (ANO THE 1@TH BRIGAOE
(NORMALLY STATIONEO IN BUENNOS AIRES, PROVINCE) WHMOSE ELEMENTS
WFRE ALSRO MOVED TO THE PROVINCE OF NEUQUEN,
tSHNEReRMY COMMENT: PREVIOUSLY IT WAS BELIEVED THAT ELEMENTS
FROM ThE 1ST CORPS WGBS IN BUENDS ATRES ALONG WITH OTHER
18T CORPS UNITS HAD MNOVED TO THE BARILOCHE AREA OR THE ZAPALA
AREA AS PART OF {ST CORPS FAREWARD, [(b)1)1.4(c) | THaT
1ST CORPS UNITS OPFRATING IN NEUQUIN PROVINCE IN THE VICINITY
OF ZARALA ANO BARILOCHE wWERE NDOT UNDER 1ST CORPS CONTROL.
BUT IN FACT WERE ATTACHEO TO GENERAL MENENQEZ'S 3RO CORPS,)
(2) (%14 (© | THAT ON 781222, THE ATTACK
ORDER WAS ISSUEQ AND UNITS IN HIS VICINITY MOVED TO LOCATIONS
ON THE RORDER IN PREPARATION FOR THE HeWOUR ATTACK,|(b)(1);Sec. 1.4(c) |
THAT THE 8TH TANK REGIMENT (WMEN THE ATTACK OROER WAS FINALLY
RESCINOED) HAD MDVEO FROM ZAPALA ANO WAS FIVE KILOMETERS FROM THE
CHILEAN BORDER WHEN THEY RECEIVEQ THE OROER TN HALT, UNITS
WITHIN THE BARILOCHE AREA HAD ALSO RECEIVED WORD TO MOVE TOWARQOS
THE BORDER, [(L)(1):1.4 (0 | THAT THE MAIN ATTACK FOR 3RD CORPS WAS TO

PAGE 2 ———R—t—1 0110010
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C OCCUR IN THE ZAPALA AREA, THE ATTACK IN THE BARILOCHE AREA WAS
TO BE THIRD CORPS' SECONDARY ATTACK, A GREAT OEAL OF USE WAS
| MADE OF COVER AND DECEPTION OPERATIONS, |(DN(1:14 () | THAT
C THE 8TH TANK REGIMENT WAS MOVED~SERERAT-TINES ?ﬂﬁN“tiﬂltl o
BARILNCHE IN ORDER TO TRY AND CONFUSE THE CM M AS
TO THE EXACT LOCATION DF THE MAIN ATTACK, @XDJA(Q
C THAT ON THE NIGHT DF 781222, A REGIMENTAL STZE INFANTRY UNIT wWaS
- TRUCKED ALL THE WAY FROM MENDOUZA DDWN TO THE ZAPALA AREA TO
i BE IN PNSITIDN FOR THE ATTACK, SEVERAL REGIMENTAL SIZE
( UNIT AND ARTILLERY BATTALION MOVEMENTS TDOK PLACE DN THE ROAD

BETWEEN BARILOCHE ANO SAN RTIN S ANDES TO TRY TD

CONFUSE THE CHILEANS, |(DX1X1.4(c) WHAT THE OBJECTIVE OF

THE 4TH AIRBDRNE BRIGADF WAS DURING THE ATTACK PLAN? TD WHICH
[(6)(1);1.4 (c) | THAT [( UQ_)14@) | TD THIS INFORMATION, 8SUT

. BELIEVED THAT THE 4TH AIRBORN RIGADES DBJECTIVE WAS THE
(bX1):1.4{c) | CITY OF CON HAD ND FURTHER DETAILS YO

JUSTIFY THIS suppnstrxou.| 1);Sec. 1.4(c) [THAT WITHIN THE

. 5TH CORPS AREA OQF OPEPATIUN THE ATTACK ORDER HAD ALSD
{ BEEN GI'EN AND HELICOPTERS WAD BEEN LAUNCHED TDWARDS PUNTA

(b)1:1.4(c) | ARENAS;[———  |ONE INCIDENT WHICH TODK PLACE WITHIN THE
AIR FORCtL WRICH INDICATED HOW CLOSE THE ARGENTINE FORCES

T WERE IN MAKING CONTACT WITH THE CHILEANS, A SOUADRON OF
ARGENTINE AIR FDRCE ATTACK AIRCRAFT MAS LAUNCHED PRDM RIO
GALLERDS (51 38S«89 13W) WITH AN UNSPECIFIED TARGET (WHICH
[(bX}1):1.4 () | WAS PROBABLY PUNTA ARENASY ., [(b)(1);Sec. 1.4(0)
THAT HALF=WAY TD THE TARGET, THE AIRCRAFT WERE TOLD TO RETURN, ALL
DID EXCEPT ONE
{ THIS LONE AIRCRAFT ACKNDWLEDGED RECEIPT OF THE DRDER TOD
RETURN, BUT INDICATED THAT HE WAS NOT DREYING THESE ORDERS
AND WAS CONTINUING TO ATTACK. AFTFR CDNSINERARLE CDNVERSATION

-~

N WITH THTS PILOT, HE WAS CONVINCED TN RETURN TN KIS RASE, AT WHICH
TIME WE wiS PLACED UNDER ARREST,
1. ON 79118, [(b)1):14 () | WHEN A

DISCUSSION DF THE BEAGLE CHANNEL CRISIS ARDSE, [(b)l)ld(c

@XU14(® — THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONCERNING THE EVENTS

ON 7812221
< (1) THE DRDER TO ATTACK WAS ISSUED AT 12M@ MRS DN
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