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6. SUMMARY: w©y Afticle in "E1 Grafico," Guatemala Clty newspaper of
10 July 1977 (Encl #1), outlines disposition of troops near Belize
border in Melchor de Mencos area (1704N 8910W). Article is of

value because it is believed the author has obtained factual data @ .
on troop dispositions on both sides of the border. This report Q.
provides a translation of the newspaper article. §
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1 Enclosure:

1. "El Grafico"
newspaper atticl
entitled "Fuerza
Inglesas Siguen
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Belice" dtd
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22. DETAILS: () TRANSLATION BEGINS:

In this part of the town it is common to see the positions
of the English military units; any citizen that takes a bath in
the Mopan river can observe three tanks camouflaged on the other
side of the river.

When I consulted some military Guatemalan Chiefs yesterday,
they said they cannot give out any information and that the
Guatemalan Army PI0O was responsible for the information given
out.

However among the few inhabitants you could still feel a
nervous situation from the pre-war feeling that occurred at the
beginning of the week ending today.

The situation of the nervous climate persists among the
community because the English troops are still surrounding the
town and there is no sign that they will leave in a few days.

OBSERVATION POINTS ARE MAINTAINED

The English troops have several observation points along
the border. Potent binoculars on tripods are under strict
control of the 'Whites,' which is what the populace calls the
English troops.

At the place known as ''"The Bacadilla) 3 kilometers from
this town, is the first observation point. The second point,
and more effective to this moment, is the one installed on the
hill "El1 Guacamayo,'" 3 kilometers east of this town.

From this observation point the English troops can observe
anyone coming in on paths from the border and alert by phone
the Belizean police who immediately capture the border intruders.

As a result of this, 40 Guatemalans were captured prisioner
and the intervention of the Consular authorities was necessary
to release them.,

0f the 12 points described in yesterdays edition by our
envoy, the English have not left one. Those along the gorder,
including the vicinity of Mexico, are controlled by the English
troops of the Crown.

IBILES IN THE MOUNTAINS
The populace is aware also that the troop of "Kaibiles' who
ve their training center 25 kilometers from the border are now
in the adjacent mountains.

This was the only mnational movement of troops by the
uatemalan Army during the days that preceded the crisis and
uring the same.

In this town (Melchor de Mencos) the military unit consists
f 13 men commanded by a Captain and their work is military civic
ction.
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MOUNTAIN ARTIL N
A colum of about 9 tanks passed by the "E1 Benque' town

under strict security control of the men in charge of the
operation.

Initially the drunks that sleep on the street were picked up
and sent to tﬁe public jails. Then the lights were cut off for
2 hours while the armored vehicles went by.

The populace knows about it but does not know where they are
now. They know that three of them are in front of Melchor de
Mencos, but that is all.

It was said that probably the remaining armored vehicles
are camouflaged in other towns near the border, but this is
not confirmed data.

The populace was aware too of the movement of what is called
mountain artillery. Several vehicles on the 28th of last month
hauled this type of artillery.

With the help of black militia the heavy artillery was
transported in rafts on the Mopan river and later taken up to
the "Chaltund" ruins where they still are.

The inhabitants also tell about 3 land Rovers equipped with
antennas and radios. Possibly its their communications center.

As it can be noted, all the border is full of sophisticated
war equipment of English manufacture; while on our side the
only movement known is of the specialized troops of "Kaibiles."

This situation maintains the crisis among the inhabitants of
the border towns. TRANSLATION ENDS
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Fuerzas inglesas siguen desplegadas en “Belice

® pESE AL RESULTADO DE LAS CONVERSACIONES EN WASHINGTON, LA TENSION
PROVOCADA POR EL AMBIENTE PRE-BELICO, AUN NO SE HA DISIPADO
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Intensa actividad en busca de la alcaldia capitalina

B PARTIDOS POLITICOS Y COMITES CIVICOS HACEN PREPARATIVOS PARA LANZARSE DE LLENO A LA
CAMPANA ELECCIONARIA.
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