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ARGENTINA 

GOVERNMENT CONDUCTS ANTI'l'ERRORIST SWEEP . 

(6/HPD/CD/rnWIG?H) Vi o l ence by leftist and right
ist elements h as reached the highest level since Mrs 
Peron became Pres i dent in July 1974. There have been 
some 25 killings in the last few days a l one . In a 
sweep through two key provinces, police have arrested 
more t han 100 persons since 20 March , when an al l eged 
plot by t h e People ' s Revoluti onary Army (ERP) to crip
ple the country's industry was revealed . The ERP had 
intended to achieve a shutdown by laborers o f key in
dustries northwest of Buenos Aires. With the arrests , 
t he pol ice have s cored a victor y agai nst the ERP , 
greatly reducing its c h a nces for a n economical ly 
oriente d offens ive in the area. However , because of 
the police action , workers h ave occupied s eve ral fac
tories to protest t he detention of l e f t-wing union 
l eaders . This has increased the potenti a l for further 
violence . 

(S/N:rr.1,1m),qtiQUsI6fH) Political intrigue also con.
tinues , as eleme n t s in and out of t he Peroni st movement 
vie for a gre a ter r ole in t he governmen t which has been 
weakened by power strugg les s i nce the death of Juan 
Peron. The l a t es t t ens ion i s apparently caused by key 
labor l eaders wanting more i nfluence in the administra
tion. Last week ' s emergency Cabinet meeting , c a l led to 
consider t he t hreat agains t the i ndus tries , was probably 
a device to halt t he influential leadership of the 
Peronist-controlled labor movement from p lot ting a gainst 
Mrs Peron's key advisor , Lopez Re ga , who is also t he 
Social We l fare Minister . The meeting , however , ended 
inconclus ively possibly because of oppos i tion to Lopez 
Rega from some Cabinet members . 

(B ;'Mf'B/CB/HU6ISHI) Most key politi cal elemen ts 
are apparently now opposed t o t he Social We lfare Min
ister. Within labor c i rcles and in Congr ess, the op
position seems to be crystalized , and contingency 
planning for a constitutionally acceptable repl acement 
f or Mrs Peron is under way , should she refuse to o us t 
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him. This planning reported l y i nvo lves the military 
but only in an "explo ratory" fashion . Although some 
dissatisfaction, primari l y against Lopez Rega, exis ts 
in the armed force s and s ome navy o f ficers are plotting , 
a move against the Pr es ident or Lope z Rega i s not now 
pl anned . Most offi cer s 2robab l y prefe r that Mrs Peron 
s tay in office until t he 1977 elections . 

(C/NPB/CD/HUGIGfH) If the l eve l of violence, 
political intri gue , and opposition to the Social Wel
fare Minister continue to increase , the mi l itary will 
probably opt fo r a consti t utional solution. This 
could entail the r etent ion of Mrs Peron wi thout Lopez 
Rega or a designation by Congress of a pres ident who 

(b)(3) 10 
USC 424 

is acceptable to the mi litary to serve until the elec
tions. The armed forces, however, are not l ike ly to 
t a k e up the reins of government again s oon . ()CG:9/s Id) 
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