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CONt~JI) ISl\'l'IAL 

Thi6 lh·-t.,tcc> ;_ 1.:, de-o ,i, ~,:ed to p>u•v/de -<-n:t.eilige nc.e, 
~n 6upp~~t u6 6utu~e d i ci-oion6 with ~t/2pect ta 
6ecu~ity policy Oh µo6tu~i . 

ARGENTINA 

COUNTERGUERRI LLA OPERATIONS HAVE 
NOT BEEN SUCCESSPCL . 

(C/NFD) The army ' s opera tion agains t People 's 
Revolutionary Army (ERP} guerrillas in Tucwnan Pr o 
vince is falte ring, evidently because army commander 
Lt Gen Anaya is not heeding t he advice of hi s counter
insurgency experts . Instead of employing s mall-unit , 
commando- type tactics , the army is conducting a 
5 , 000- man sweep operation i n the southwestern part of 
the pr ovince. Anaya does not want to aliena te the 
people and has instructed his officers to make apologies 
in advance for any " inconveniences" they might suffer -
thus s i gnaling the arny ' s tar ge t areas to the guerril
las. Only a s mall number of casualties have been 
reported thus far on both sides . 

{C/NFD) ERP uni ts in the province are we 1 1 suited 
for irregu l a r operations , have an es tablished l ogistics 
base, and enjoy considerable support among the rura l 
population . They could conceivably inf l ict heavy 
cas ua l ties on i s olated regu lar army units . 

W/NPD) The army has a reservoir of o f fi cers and 
noncommissioned officers who are hiahly trained in 
commando-type tactics, and many of them have been as
signed as acivisers t o regu lar units in the operation. 
Never t heless , they apparently ar.e not being utili zed 
to their ful l potential . 
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(C;1i'.ff)) Lt Gen Anaya has been criticized before 
by other officers for his failure to demand a full-
scale army counterterrori st role . Thev are now scorino 
him for acquiescing to political pressure for a h ighl y 
publicized show of force . Increased prodding trom these 
elements can be expected in an effort to force Anaya to 
switch from sweep operations t o commando-type tact ics . 
If they are successful , the army has a good chance of 
containing the guerri l las in the prov ince. Otherwise, 
the government wi ll most likely suffer a serious s et
back in its heavily publicized 'I'ucuman operation 
something it can ill afford with urban terror ism on 
the upswing . teeia 31 tee 81 ~ 
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