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LEFTIST A~D RIGHTIST TERRORIS~ INTENS I FIES AS 
ARMY TROOPS CON'i' I~UE COUNTERGUERRILLA OPERATION. 

(,;;:/~IFD) Terror is8 from both ends of the political 
spectrum flared anew ove r the weekend i n various parts 
of the country, while a rmy troops continued t heir 
counterguerrilla sweep t hroug h the norther n prov i nce o f 
Tucuman . Political assassi~ations had abated recently 
from the one ki llin~ a day average that had prevai led 
since J uan Peron 's death last July . Of late , the leftist 
Peoples Revolutionary Arny (ERP) had confined itse l f 
large ly to rhet oric , probably as a result of t he setb acks 
suffered at the hund s of the pol ice i n late 1974. 
The righti st, allegedly government directed , Argentine 
Anti - Communist Alliance (AAA) had assumed a l ower profi le 
i n the f ace of strong c r itic i sm from various quarters due 
to i ts i ndiscriminate vigi lante cactics . The initiation 
of t he army-led counterguerri lla opera t ion may have 
resul ted in both groups intensi fying their activi tie s . 

-'.C/NFB)- The governme:.. t is restricting information 
on the Tucuman operatio~ and probably will continue to 
do so until it achieve a degree of s uccess . This 
l ong-awaited army operatic:.. is not l ikely to result in 
quick victory for the government over the ERP . The 
guerril l as have an established logis t ic s base and are 
wel l - equipped for fighting in the jungle and mountain -
ous terrain of Tucuman . On the other ha:..d , t he Argen-
tine Ar2ly is not exten sively trained in counter insur-
gency operations. To correct this difficiency , regu lar 
units engaged in the operation have been augme n ted with 
commando- qual ified i nstructors from the infantry school in 
Buenos Aires and off icers f rom commando - type units . 
Smal l - unit commando tact i cs should pr ove nor e productive 
than t he conventional company-size tactics for which 
the ma jority of a rmy units, manned most ly by conscripts, 
a r e trained . 
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(C1'NPD) A pr inci[)al reason for army leaders ' re-
lucta, nee to assume a direct countcrguerri lla role has 
been 
t he p 

the fear that the popul ace could be alienated by 
opulation-control ~easures tha~ would probabl y be 

regui red to be e.-nployed . 'l' he army is still suffering 
from 
heavy 

the tarnished image that seven year s of f r equently 
-handed mi l itary rule produced. Consequently, the 

army 
popul 

is making every effort to gain the support of the 
ace . This wi ll not be e a sy , however, because of the 

ERP ' s 
guerr 
field 

long a ssocia tion with t he people of Tucuman . The 
illas have en joyed such support that they reportedly 
e d a team in a local sugar worker ' s "futbol " 

leagu 
terro 
effec 
abi li 
a tion 
the E 
to co 
weapo 
,e 1) 

e. The key to a successful goverrurtent anti -
r i st campai gn in Tucuman Province will be the 
tive exp l oitation of intelligence and the 
ty to conduct sus tained counterguerrilla oper-
s. However, even if the army succeeds in neutrali z ing 
RP i n Tucwnan, the terrorists can be expected 
ntinue striking back elsewhere with their strongest 
n-selec~ive, urban-based terrorism . ~€PS 32 Q@e 
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