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ARGENTINA 

GUERRI LLAS ATTACK MILITARY TARGETS . 

(C/HOFOR~I) The Montoneros , a dissiden t lef tist 
Per onist terrorist organization , c laims responsibi lity 
f or t he ·5 October t hree- stage assaul t operation agai nst 
the military , i n which some 26 extremists and security 
off icials were killed . 

(C;'NePartM) The attack was the Montoneros ' f irst 
major o peration against the armed forces . They simul
taneo usly h i jacked a domestic air l iner a nd or dered i t 
to Formosa , some 600 miles nor th of Buenos Aires . 
Terrorists had seized the a i r port there and initiated 
an assault against a nearby army base in an a pparent 
a ttempt to release some impri soned comrades . 

(G/~lQi'AJm) The well-coordina ted effort failed 
when the attackers encountered heavy res i stance at 
t he Formosa base , and they subs eque ntly fled into 
t he surround i ng woods . Bo rder guards retook the 
airport but not until some 18 terroris ts had managed 
to escape in the sky j acked aircraft , whic h later 
landed south of Formosa. The guerr illas f led from 
there in wa iting cars . 

(S/Nor<,[(.A/~HM'!''.E:f:J) 'l'his incident was only one 
of severa l last week, i nclud i ng clashes a t several 
locations. On October 1st, t he army reported tha t 
f ive guerr il l as were killed on 30 September and lar ge 
quantities of arms and ammunition captured during 
ics Tucuman Province counterinsurgency campaign . 
In the capital on 3 October , a mi l itary intelli-
gence unit ' s headquarters was attacked and nearby 
build i ngs damaged by bombs . Guard posts of an in 
fantry regiment barracks i n Buenos Ai res were fired 
upon by terrorists on t he 4th , while another group 
at tacked a police station . 
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(G/~WPORN/H'!Htnfm) The army wi ll r eported ly 
increase its counterinsurgency operations in Tucu
man Province by sending two t2sk forcPs there unt.i 1 
t he ter rorist threat i s el i minated . ln addition , 
top s t uder ts in the a r my ' s Superior War School will 
be sent to the province shortly to par tic i pate in 
the antiguerri l la campa i gn ; the remainder wi l l 
probably go in ~ovember . In any event , the army 
cons iders the insurgent problem serious a nd wi l l 
press ahead with p l ans to eliminate it . 

(G/NOPORN) This !>1ontonero attack .i. s the larg
est agains t the armed fo rces to date , but it proba-
bly does not refl ec t a basic change in the terrorists ' 
tactics . If , however , the Formosa event is followed 
b y other ma jor- assaul ts , i L coul<J .i.1td.i.c2.tri intensi
fied antimi litary activities . The :loP.tc ne r os ' pro
fessed ob j ective is to provoke the arMec force s to 
seize power , wh ich the terrorists believe would 
9ain them popular support ::or further actions . The 
mili tary , however , are aware of this ploy a nd arc not 
l ikely t o hR provoke:l in to irrespon s i ble acts . None
theless , the incidents wi.11 pro bably speed up ac t i vi 
tie s o f the r ecently crea ted Interna l Se c ur i ty CoLncil , 
wh i ch is des igned t o coordinate countersubversion ef 
::orts by t:,c governmen t ancl security forces . (€13@ 31 
Bee 8 9) 
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