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PREFACE

The Military Intelligence Summary (MIS), published
in eight volumes, is a svnopsis of military intelligence
worldwide. TIntended to serve as a ready reference, the MIS
presents a compilation of intelligence on those forces which
contribute to the military security of each country, and on
the political and economic factors affecting the countrv's
_l- military capability. Published semiannually, the MIS serves
' to update information in other DIA publications. ;

Unless otherwise indicated, the information in
Volumes 1V and VIII is that available in DIA as of 1 April
and | October. The data cutoff date for the other volumes
is 1 January and 1 July.

Information summarized in the MIS is available in detail
in numerous DIA publications. A list of related publications,
both completed and scheduled, is published in the Repister of

Tantelligence Publications (DDS-2600-37) and the Defense
Intelligence Production Schedule (DP-730-21-75). The
Intelligence Users Guide (DDP-2600-397) explainsg how to

obtain finished intelligence products and services from DIA.

Addressees are requested to forward information which
will supplement or correct this volume. Questions and
comments should be referred in writing to the Defense
Intelligence Agency (ATTN : DB-3E), Washington, D.C. 20301].

DECLASSIFIEDIN FULL

Authority: EO 13526

DIA FOIA & Declassification Services Offices
Date: oct 17, 2018

111
(Reverse Blank)

SECrRET




i
;
i
E
i
i

ORTENTATION

Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Section
Scction
Section
Section
Section
Section

TABLE OF CONTENTS

MAP = e e vii
ARGENT INA==— == e e 1-1
BOLIVI A== e e e e e e e e e 2-1
BRAZIL == e e - 3-1
CHI L == == e e e e e = 4]
B L ) e R — 5=1
CUBA == —— — = e e e e -1
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC==mm e e e e e o 7-1
B TADIR o e e o e s i e i 8-1
EL SALVADOR= === == e e e e e e e e 91
GUATEMA LA == m e e e e e e e 10-1
Uy ANA— = == e e e 11-1
HAT T [ e e e e e e 12-1
HONDURRA G =i s it S st st o s e P
R R R e T T —————— 14-1
MEXT GO0 e e 15-1
NI(::\I{A(: e e T L . 16-=1
PANAMA === e e e 17-1
PARANUAY — = == = m e e e 18-1
PERU e e e e e e 19-1
BRUGUAY == e e e e e e e e e e 20-1
VENEZUELA= == e e e e e e 21-1

DECLASSIFIED IN FULL

Authority: EO 13526

DIA FOIA & Declassification Services Offices
Date: oct 17, 2018

v
(Reverse Blank)

SECRET™



PPt

DECLASSIFIEDINFULL
CONHDENTAE— Authority: EO 13526
DIA FOIA & Declassification Services Offices
Date:
MILITARY INTELLICENCE SUMMAR) A0
Section 1 - GUATEMALA

Political=Military Situat fon:

(viiertitetedee Coatemaba, by its Constitution, is a republic
with a popularly elected President amd legislature. The
military has exerted oo iderable inflavnee over the govern-
ment in recent vears, however, and there hove been charpes
thiat the current President, Bripgadier General Kjell Laugerad

ofa {Arn retired), did not win a majority of the popular
s, cwis inangarated President on 1 odaly 1975 tor o tour-
ar term. Although politically inexperivnced, President

Lavwgerud has taken tight hold of the reins ol poverament

amd has proven to be a capable chiel ol state. For example,

Mter Guatemala s fered a devastat ing vcarthgquake on 4
Fobhrvary 1976, President Loanpervw] received moch crvedit aml
praise lor the estremely well orpaniaed disaster relfet,

e reconst et ion cffort cont innes amd s proy

( et G =19, theres T bt

terrorist activity by members o the extreme ledl w

o threatensd both military personnel amd o vipght cwing

iticians, M inercase is probably doe too the ins

iire Loy pul pressuare oon the powernment prive Lo thee Mar,
1978 national elect fons, la lanvary 1907, the Goatenala
Arov Linmehed o comterinsurpeney ol e in thiie g
province, where terrorist avtivit ies have besn most preva-
lent . This drive has been direvted avainst the Caerril 'a
\rmy ol the Poor, the most powertal insoreent threat in
Guatemala, Becanse o the remoteness of this area, the
Armv has been unable to exert any et tect uapon Che paerei! las

and is unlikely to achieve o decisive action apeainst them,

(odmiiittents A\l w0 sinee mid=1976, the political
situation in Guatemala has become more et ive, Hasd b ine
anti=terrorist attitudes have re=surtaced, as varions
prart ies have beeon preporing tor the coming el ions,
uhlition, Suatemala’s traditionally hostile stanee 1
Belize has been receiving increased otteat ion.  Preoa’ ent
Laugerad has retained support tor his moderate pol i e,
hat in time he mav be boreed Lo aadopt o more rigid peesit fon
el o more severe approach, especial 'y o repard 1o

intermal sevurity,

GUATEMALA - 1 Aprial 191
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e T Tradit ionally pood relat ions with the
United States conred somewhat in Mareh 1977 when it
bheeame known Lhat the ULS. Scecrvtary of State's report
to the Lo, Conpress on haman rights eritivized Guat emala
Tor past abuses. Considering this to be strict Iy an
internal artairvs issae, the Guatemalan Gove rnment
responded by pejuest ing Al LS. military aid amd all
wiales of military canipuent that are cowdit fonal on the
(eene of dnnman ripghts. Sinee the United States is
Gratemala's principal trading partner and haes providesd
congideratle technical amd evonomie amsbatance, roelations

probably will recover trom their present low.

(St o item ol Cuatenalan nat jonal
prevccupat ion iw the future status ol Belize (tormerly
British Honduras), 2 Cnited Kinpgdom dependemey.
Coatemila ehaims sovereipnty over el iz Dussedd om
ferritorial exploration by Christopher Columbuys and on
Spanish colonial vovernment jurisdiction. BLK. claims
are hased on the eotablishment o1 g colony in s Ly
shipwrecked hritish wailors.  The British wonbd like
to prant  independence te Belise bt tear thaty it
thev did, Guatemala wonld invade Belize and annex RITE
territorv.  Relations with the nited Eingdom have been
sporadically tense Tor gEany veidis. Temnion inereased
in 19795 when Guatemala aupment e its torees in the
Petén region bordering Belize; the UK. countered by
soemnding more Lroops o ita dependeney. Ministerial
nepot iat ions whieh began in April 1976 mamaped tempor=
arily to case tensions, and cach side withdrew some
troops. Howewver, in Ovtober 1976 there wis anoliver
round ol troop reinforcement s, and tensions remain hiph
despite the fact that the talks are still pecurring.

It now appears that Cuatenila would aceept, in principle,
the existence ol an independent Belize, provided
Cuatemila were coded some territory. The Tuture ol

nepol iations is oneertain, and the issoe remains ot
politically explosive one in Cuatemalan.

(eerpererem  Coatemala’s armed torees are capable

ol defending the country apainst invasion by anv of its

Central American neiphbors. They could conduct
successful small-seale operat ions apainst El Salvador,

GUATEMALA 1 April 1977
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1. Polit ical-Military Situation--Cont inned

Honduras, or=—provided British clemeats were wol present =-
Belize. The Cuatemalan Army appears to be making a
concerted ef tort to replace much of its obsowete equipment
with new arms, purchased mainly from Belgiam, lsracl,
Taiwan, and Ttalv.  This scems to be part ol g program to
prepare its forces for possible nse agatinst Belize. These
arms are being obtained trom non=U.S8. sources hecause ol
Washington's past reluctance to sapply Goaten tla with the
massive military assistanee desived and the present Ul
policy ol making aid dependent upon respect lor human

rivhts=.

et T™  The Coatemaluan arvmed Torees are weakened
by o topheavy senior officer corps, absenee o g careet
program tor NCO's, and still moch obsolete cepred pmeent
Ot ieially desipmated the Arme ol Gaatemala, the armed
forces consist almest exclusively of o pround olement
(popularly ealled the Cuatemalan Armv), plusoa small
A Foree amd Nave.  The President s titalar Gommander
in Chiet o the Armed FPorees, with control hishly
centralized ander the Minister ol National Detense, whe
normal 1y is g senior Armv otdicer. The military
establishment theoretically i commanded by the
Army Chietl ot Statt. In practice, however, the Minister
of National Detense teoads to commmicate directly with
the Chiefs of the Alr Foree and Sovve. The armed forees
ave pgenerally pro=West, part ivnlarly pro-United States,
and have experienced no o sipniticant Commmist penetrat ion,
Their public in o although poor in the past, hias been
poenerally improvin: because of inereased protessional ism
and participation in civie action projects, particnlarly
in disaster relicel activities followiong the Fehrnary
1976 earthguake.

(U)  Kev Dfficials:

President:  Kjell Langerod Gare {a (Briy tien, Armv, Het)

Minister of Forcign Relations:  Adollo Meoling Orantes
Minister of National Defense:  Birip Gen Ot Cuillerm
Spicgeler Noriepa (Army)

Army:  Chiclt of Staff, Brig Gen David Caneinos Barrios

GUATEMALA I April 1917
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Nave s Commander, Captain Jousd Antonio iIun_l rers Revesin
(Acting) 1/

Air Forve:  Commande:, Col Roberto Jdose Fraonciseo Salaisa
Asturias

National Poalice: Director General, Col Carlos Lystrane i

Gomzales

to (U) Military Budpget: AT T80 propesed tor tiseal
vear endineg W December 19777 5,20 o the proposcd cent il
povernment budeet and about 1.0 of estimated GRFL 0 Ko
serviee ol loeat fon i available.  Dolbn volue conver ed
from quetzales at the exchange rate ol one quetaal equals
s S1.00.

Ao (U Population med M litary Nanpower:

Popualat ion: 099,000 as oo 1 oJduly tvis.

Males Croes 15=49): 104890005 phvsically Tit, Y66 000g
63,000 reach omilitary ape (I8) anoual v, .

PEhnie Divisciones  ndian, 41aa s Tadime 25 48,

Literaey:  Sbhont 00,

¥ M.\ roy

Personnel Strenptis 100080 (980 ot ficers, 10 5 R

G,91h privates, 2LETO specialistysy amd 560 stadent < and
vadets) . Reserve — 35,000, semi=trained.

Major tinits: & brigades (' intantry battalion cach)y

10 separate battalions (b intantry, 1 oaivborne intant ey,

I military police, |1 enpineer, Potrainime, T otransportationd,
and 2 '_'-i.l'i‘.ll'.'lll‘ bat tal ion=cquivalent wnits (Presidential
Guard, Mobhile Military Polive). In addition, there is

g A00=man Tactical Group, stationed at La Aurora Adr Base

for airport sceuritv.

17 Kear Adm Ricardo Peralta Mender, Commander ol the Navy,

isoon detached duty as head of the Goatemalan Reconstruct ion
Committee, established to direet reconstruction trom he
damaee of the February 1976 estrt hauakee, It is not kpown
whether he will ever reassmne his Savy position.

2/ Westernized fndian, mestizo, and white,

GUATEMALA I April 1977
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5. ™ Avmy--Continucd

Major Equipment: 12 10%-mm howitzers, 12 79=-mm pack
howitzers, 12 106, 7-m (4.2-inch) mortars, SOMIEY and
5 MIFIAL armored persennel carviers, 10 RBEY Mk. |
armored personnel carrviers (Tsrael), and 7 Cadillae Gage
V=100 armored ciars., ln addition, items in the invento
ot quest ionable combat el et Pveness becausie ol e are
15 M8 and 4 MIATL armored carvs which ave of World W
vintare.  Seven World War Ul MA Light tanks are

o obusolete as Lo be aseless,

Poersonmne ]l SUroeme . S00 (A0 veneral service oftivers,
10 Marine olficers, 06 weneral servviee vl fspaady anel
2408 enlisted Marines). N oreserve,

shipst 1/ 13 patrel boats (PR) (1 Bremeter, S Sh et e

ol Semeber, 19, 2ometer, 012 emeter, O L emeterd H

prechanioed bandimey cratt (LMY, D Toaat i werkshop (YR,
Fotal inventory: 1h.

Piites: Pl Nawy is oaosmall patrol torees with twe naaval

Taasies: {one on Lhe Cariblean and one on the Pacitie Goast)
and one Marine Company of tive platoons (lour piatoon:,

on the Caribbean: one piatoon on the TPaeitie Coaes Yiz

1 V:\il' Force:  Personnel strenprhs 400 (000 atricensy

H0% enld i.~:t---‘l_)-. includin: 60 nilora, Ko reserve.

iy it s 4 squadrons (1 fivhter, botransport | [FEE I SRS AR
amd 1 omaintenance).

Aireratt: 5% 13 jet (11 A=470 tiehtera, =44 trainers)s
9 turboprop (transports = 8 Aravas, | C=10 Saper Eimg Adr)
20 oprop (10 transports - 1 DE=hli, 90 a7 A atilite = 4

Coessna 2065, 1 Cesana T80 6 rainers i)
14 heli (utilite = 9 GH=1H, 3 Aloocette - S e

8. T Paramilitary:  None.  The civil police consist of
Twoer odisit ill-l'l- .I'-ul'-r.v..-;, bath subordioate o phee Ministre ol
Government (Interior).  Personnel strenaths Sational Poli
3.0708 Treasury Police = 1,0,

/I addition, two H. femeter pat ol hoats
wiater and apparent Ly not salvapeable.

GUATEMALA UoAeril 1977
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9. ()Y For cign

Cuatemitla training Cuatemalan Ady
of the Arava aireraft,
civilian or military personnel.

Favpens parrsionm oo
maintenanee 1t is not koo whether
these advisers are

CUATEMALA 1 April 197 7




