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SEG~eT 

PREFACE 

..t;G):- the Military Intel lihence Summary (HIS), published 
in eight volumes, is a synopsis of military intelligence 
worldwide . Intended to serve as ll relldy reference , the HIS 
prese~·ts a compilation of intelligence on those forces which 
contribute to the militllry security of each country , and on 
the politiclll and economic factor~ affecting the country's 
military t·apability. Published semiannulllly. the MIS serves 
to update information in other DIA publiclltions. 

(U) Unless otherwise indicated , the information tn 
Volumes IV and VI II is thllt avail~ble ln DIA llS of l April 
and 1 October. the data cutoff date for the other vo lumes 

is 1 Januarv and l July. 

(U) Information summnrizcd i n the MIS is available in 
detail in numerous DIA publications . A lis t of rela te~ 
publications, both completed and scheduled , is published in 
the Resister of Intelligence Publications (DDS- 2600-37-77) and 
t he Defense Intelligence Production Schedule (DDM-2600-)SA-77). 
the ~ligence Users Guids (DDM- 2600-397-78) explain:; how to 
obtain (inish~d intelligence pr0ducts and services from DlA . 

(U) Addres5ees are requested to forw.:JrJ information which 
will supplement or correc t this volume. Questions and 
comments should be referred in ~riting to the o~rense Intelli
gence A~ency (ATTN : DR-3E), Washington, D.C. 20301 . 
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GUATEMALA 

l. Hi;Cll8F8RII~ Political-Militarv Situation: Guat<'m:il;i 
is a r<'pu~lic with a popularly elected President ;ind 
legislature. The military has ex<'rted considerable 
influenc<' over the Government in recent years, how<'ver, 
and there have been charges that the current Pr<'siJrnt, 
Br igad i.er General Kje 11 Laugerud Ga rel:: (Army, rct i rt·d), 
did not win a majority of the popular vote. He w;is 
inaugurated President on l July 1974 for a 4-year 
t.-nn. Al th<'ugh politically inexperienced, Presid<'nt 
Laugcrud has prov<'n to be a capable chief of stat<'. 
For example, after Guatemala suffered a devastating 
earthquake on 4 February 1976, President Laugerud r<'ceivcd 
much cr<'dit and prais<' f0r th,· ,ixt:-<'mcl y well-oq;nnizcd 
disaster r<'lief . The reconstruction effort continues and 
is progressing well. 

t@11mll 0~ 3incC' mld-1976, th<'r<' has b<'en a resurg,,ncc 
of tl•rrorist activity by memb.-rs of th<' <'Xtr<'me l e-ft who 
h;1v,• thrt•:ncncd both military per sonnd and right-•,ling 
politicians. Th<' nctivity was probably due> to the in
surgC'nt s' desire tC" put pressure on the Governmt•nt prior 
to the ~arch 1978 National clections . In January 1977 , 
the Cu,temalnn Army launched a counterinsurgency 
operation i n Quiche province, where terrorist activities 
havc hcen most prevalent . This drive has been directed 
a~ain$t the Guerrilla Anny of t he Poor, the most po1.•<•rful 
insurgent threat in Guatemala. Because of the remoteness 
of this area, the Army has been unable to exert any effect 
upon the guerrillas and is unlikely to achieve a decisive 
action against them. There was some terrorist activity 
in the Southwest coastal area early in 1978, and the 
Government has taken active measures to seek out and 
neutralize the guerril las. Sc far their efforts have 
had little success. 

~ii,11181281\tl~ Also since mid-1976, the politica l 
situation in Guatemala has become more active. Hardline 
anticerrorist attitudes have resurfaced as various 
parties have been preparing for the coming elections. 
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GUATEMALA 

In addition, Guatem.,la's traditicnally hostil<' stance 
toward Be l ize has been receivini; increased att<-ntion. 
President Laugerud. however, retained support for his 
moderate policies. 

~r010:<M Tr.:iditionally i;ood relations with tlw 
United. States .soured somewhat in March 1977 whc-n it 
became known that the U.S. Secrct,1ry of State ' s rc-porl 
to the U.S. Con~ress on human ri~hts criticized Guatemala 
for past abuses . Considering this to be strictly an 
int,•n1al t1ffairs issue, the Cuatemal.tn Government 
responded by rc-jecting all U.S. military aid and .11 1 
sales of milit.1ry equipment that arc conditional on the 
issue of human ri~hts. Late in 1977, the Cuatcmal.tn 
Government rcquest<'d to buy F-~ aircraft from the U.S. 
After some delay, the requ<-Sl was denied .tnd Gu.lt<-m:,la 
i s now considcrinf, other aircraft from U.S ., French ;md 
Is raeli sourc<-s. ln spite of the cooler relations, there 
arc som,· indications th.,t Cu.,tc-m;ila would 1 ikc- t o resume 
partic ipation in till' U.S. lnt,•rnation:I) }lilitary Educ:ition 

Trainln~ Proi;ram ( l MET). 

E-8,'lhll e1m) ,\ major itc•m ,,f c;uatcm:1lnn n:it ional 
pr.:-occup.1.tion is tlw futur,' s tatus of neii;hh,,rini; lkl izt' 
(fvrm,•rly British Hondur.1s), a United Kingdom dcpcndem:y. 
Guatc-mala claims sov<.'rdbnty ewer B<.'1 i.7.t' ha!-,•d on 
territ_orial cxplor.ttion hy Christopher Columbus anti 
on Spanish colonial gov<.'rnment jurisdiction . U.K. 
claims arc based on the cstahlishmcnt of a colony in 
1638 by shipwrecked British sailors. The British would 
I ikc to gr.int independence- to Rel iz<> but fear that, if 
they did, Guatemala would. invadl' Belize and annex the 

territory. 

t@11!161"eftll~ Relations with the United Kingdom have 
been sporadically tense for many years. Tension incrcasc-d 
in 1975 when Guatemala augmented i ts for ces in the Petcn 
region bordering Belize; the U.K. countered by sending 
more troops to its dependency. Ministerial negotiations 
which began in April 1976 managed temporarily to case 
tensions, and each side withdrew some troops. In June 
1977, certain inflammatory statements by Guatemalan 
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officials , coupled with Guatemala's expressiras of anger 
caused by Barbados ' seizure of a shipment of 5,56-mm 
ammunition destined for Guatemala , r esulted in the British 
making a large incre .. :;e in the Belize garrison. Guatem:ila 
responded by making preparations for a conflict. ln c.irly 
July 1977, the situation was very tense, but an :ipp;irent l y 
productive round of negotiations managed to relax tensions. 
It appears that Guatemala would accept, in prinC'lple , the 
existence of an independent Belize, provided Cu:itemal;i 
were ceded some territory. Statements ha\'<' been madl' by 
several Guatemalan Government offici;ils, early in 1978, 
thi'lt would indicate a relativdy sm.ill cession of l;in::I in 
southern Belize would be acceptable to Guatemala. The 
future of negotiations is uncertain, and the issue remains 
a politically explosive one in Guatem;ila. 

~,1.1otOKN5 Guatemala's Armed Forces are cap;ible of 
defending the country against invasio~ by any of its 
Central American neighbors. They cou l d conduct successful 
small-scale operations .igainst El Salvador, Honduras, 
or--provided British clements were not present-- Belize. 
The Guatemalan Army appears to he making a concerted 
effort to replace much of its obsoleu• c-qulpm<'nt with 
new arms, purchas<'d mainly from Bel~lum, lsr;i<'l, l'ortui;al, 
and France. This seems to be part of a program to pr<'pare 
its forces for possible US<' against Belize. These arms 
are being obtained from non-U.S. sourc<'S bec:1use of 
Washington ' s past reluctanc<' to supply Guatemal:i with the
massive military assistance desired.and the present U.S . 
policy of making aid dep<'ndent upon respect for human 
rights. Nevertheless, the U.S. is honoring past commit
ments for military supplies by providing Guatemala with 
limited quantities of 5.56-nun ammunition, and also 
delivered a large shipment of vehicles to Guatemal:i in 
mid-1977 . 

(ei11II0P0R..,. The Guatemalan Armed Forces are weakened 
by a top-heavy senior officer corps, absence of a career 
program for NCO's, and much obsolete equipment. Officially 
designated the Army of Guatemala, the Armed Forces _consist 
almost exclusively of a ground element (popul.:r ly cal led 
the Guatemalan Army), plus a small Air Force and Navy, 
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C:UATf.MALA 

The Presid ent is titular Commander in Chief of the Armed 
Forces , with control hithly centralized under the Minis ter 
of National Defense, who is ~ormally a senior Army off icer. 
The milit~ry establishment theore tically is commanded by 
the A1-my Chief of Staff. ln pract ice, howe ver, the 
~linister o f Na t ional Defense tc-nds t o communicate 
directly with the Chiefs of the Air Force nnd Navy. 
The Armed Fo rces arc gener ally pro-West , and have <'X

p<'ri<'nccd no signifio.:ant Communist pene tration. Thdr 
ti<'S with the United States have gen<'n1lly dt'tcrio r ated 
and they are turnini:, more to other free Wor ld rountri<'s 
for a ssistance in obtaining supp lies and trainini:,. Their 
public im:ige , although poor in th<' past, has bet.'n r.c-nc-r.11 ly 
impn,ving because of incre.,s,'d professionalism and 
participation in civic acti<:n projects, particularly 
in disastl'r relief activities fol l owing th<' fchruary 
1976 ear thquake. 

2. (U) Kev Officials: 
President: Kj...-11 l.augNud Carda (lfaj C:cn , Army, Rt•t) 1./ 
~linister of Foreif.n Rda tions : Adolf<' Mo! i na Or.-mtes 
Mini s ter o( National Defcns._.: Maj Gen Otto Guil!crmn 

Spicgcler Noriega (Army) 
Army: Chief of Staff . Br l i:, Gt•n D:,vid C:rndnos Barrios 
X.-ivy: Con1mander, C.-ip t ain Jose Antonio Contr<'r:1s 

Roc.-i (Actini:,) II 
Air Force-: Com.nJnder, Col Roherto .J~s~ Franc isn• 

Salazar As tur i:ts 
Na tional Polle<": Dirc-c:tnr Gl•ner.11, Col Mario Gustavo 

C.-irdon~ Mlldon.-ido 

3. (li ) Militan~ Budget: . S58,491,670 proposed for 
fi. scal year e nding 31 December '.978 : 6.27. of the pro
posed centr.-il ~overoment budget and about 1.2Z o( estimated 
GNP. No service .illocat ion is avail.-iblc. Dollar v.-iluc 
convert ed fro~ quet7.ales at the- exchange rate of one 
quetz.-il equals JS $1 .00. 

1/ President-elect , Fernando Romeo Lucas Garci.-i (Bri~ 
i::en , Army), wil l assume office in July 1978. 
'l:_/ Rear Adm Ricard<' Per:i 1 ta }t;;ndez, C?mmander o f the 
N.-ivy, ran fc,r Prcs~dent in the Mnrch 1978 elections . He 
has not reassumed his Navy position. 
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GUATEMAI..A 

4. (U) Population: 6,531,000 as _of 1 January 1978. 
M..1les (ages 15-49): 1,529;000; physic.illy fit, 998,000; 

63 , 000 re~~h military age (18) ·annually. 
Ethnic Divisions : 41.4? Indian, 58.67. Ladino l/ . 
Literacy: About 30%. 

5 . .Jli;rArmy: 
Personnel Strength: 12,480 (980 officers, 1,545 NCO's, 

6,915 privates, 2,470 specialists, and 570 students and 
cndets). 
Reserv~: 35,000 semitrained. 

Major Units: 5 brigades (l infantry bat: . ! ;o. ' ch), 
9 separate battalions (4 infantry, l aL born in~antry, 
l milit.:iry police, 1 cni;inee:-, l trnining, : transpor
tation), and 2 separate battalion-equivalent units 
(Presidential Guard, Mobile Military Police). ln 
.:iddition, there is a 400-man Tactical Group, stationed 
at Ln Auror.:i Air Rase for airport security. 

~bjor Eq·iipment: 12 105-mm howit7.C'rs, 12 75-mm p.:ick 
howitzers . l:? 106.7-mm (4.2- inch) mortars, S Mll3 nnd 
S Hl!JAl armored pcrsonnal carriers, 10 RKY Mk. I 
armored personnel carriers (Israel), 15 MS armored cars, 
and 7 Cadillac Gage V-100 armored cars. In add it ion, 
there arc items in the inventory which arc of qucstion.,ble 
combat ~ffcctivencss because of age including 4 MJAl 
.irmored c.:irs which are _of World War 1l vlnt.igc- and 7 
l,or Id War 11 M) 1 ight t:mks cons idercd so ohso lcte 
as to be useless. The Army is currently working on 
the MS armor ed cars, including instnlling new engines 
to make them more effective . 

6. ~avv: 
Personnel Strength: 453 (40 general service officers , 7 

Xarine officers, 206 general service enlisted, and 200 
enlisted Marines). 
Reserve: None. 

Ships: 15: 11 Motor Gunboats (PGM) (1 32-meter, 2 
25.9-meter, S 19.~-meter, l 19.2-meter, 2 12.2-mctcr), 
2 Patrol Boats (PB) (20-mctcr), 2 River Patrol Boats 
(PBR) (11-meter), l mechanized landin~ craft (LCM), 
l floating workship (YR). ?:_/ 

1/ Westernized Indian, mestizo, and white . 
2/ In addition, two 8 . 5-mctcr patrol boats arc out of the 
water and apparently not salvageable. 
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Units: The Navy is a small patrol force , with t wo n~val 
bases (~neon the Caribbean and one on the Pacific Coast) 
and one Marine Company of five platoons (four platoons 
on the Caribbean; one platoon on the Pacific Coast). 

7. .Jtli!l'r Air Force: 
Personnel Strength: 470 (65 officers, 405 enlisted), 

including 60 pilots. 
Reserve: None. 

Units: 4 squadrons (1 fighter, 1 t ransport, 1 hel icoptcr, 
and l maintenance). 

Aircraft: 60: 13 jet (11 A-37B fighters, 2 T-33 trainers) ; 
10 turboprop (transports - 9 Aruvas, l C-12 Super King 
Air); 23 prop (13 transports - 1 DC- 6B, 12 C-47's; 4 
utility - 3 Cessna 206 ' s , 1 Cessna 180; 6 trainers -
Cessna 172); 14 hcli (utility - 9 UH-lH , 3 Alouette 
l l l , 2 Lama) . 

S. ~ P;:irar.1ilitary: None. The civil police consist o{ 
two distinct forces, both subordinate to the Min istry of 
Government (Interior). Personnel strength: National 
Police - 5 , 570; Treasury Police - 1,058. 

9. (U) Kev U.S. Officials: (all in Cuatem~l:> City except 
as indicated): 
Chief of Mission: Ambassador David E. Boster 
Chief, AID Missicn: Frederick Schieck 
Defense Attachc and Anny Attache: Col John F. Hook 1/ 
Naval Attachc (Mexico City): Capt Eddie F. Best 
Air Attachc (Tegucigalpa): Col Delmore L. Fessedcn ~/ 
Military Croup Commander and Chief Anny Section: 

Col Donald R. Ley 
Chief, Navy Section: Cdr William S. Brown, Jr. 
Chief, Air Fore~ Section: Maj Sterling J. Sowden 

10. (U) Foreign Military Presence: There are Israelis 
in Guatemala training Guatemalan Air Force personnel 
on maintenance of the Arava aircraft. It is believed 
that these advisors arc military reserve personnel. 
There are other I sraeli personnel ass isting in sctti~g 
up a radar system at La Aurora Airport; these personnel 
may have military status . 

1/ Col Hook is to be replaced in September 1978 by 
Col Edw;ird N. Fletcher. 
2/ Col Fessen<len is to 
Col William E. Miller . 

be replaced in July 1978 hy 
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