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'1. JI f , M l. 

n, r Ul.L HAMt ( ( : h ·~ /iiH nnmr ,n lll"ll1111n l r Hf'r,, In""'' '"•' ('trrt•r, i,, ,,t 1• lrl, 11, ,,.,,,,I t·npilt,li:, ,.1,,.,1, (11u .',:rlI,1,.. ~11, 11,.:,m, or, II l-1,0\111 l1y rt11mf(") 

fl/11{', lh1111 .su,11,,me, 111111,·1 li11C' .ll(llln{' , C,j l"C 1•hOllf'flt: ,,rotn m ,.iAtlf'II _., llllfl<f' 11.S 1:/l(""fY'"'o ), 

Ramon Genaro DIAZ BESSONE 

(11 '" o,,,c,.,. con><c sPo«oc 11cc, General de Brigade Ramon Genaro DIAZ BESSONE 

(2) ORALLY ,.T OF"rtCIA t. C.A'On :nrnGS: General DIAZ BESSONE 

$, f"U LM~NAt,H-: IN ►.' A TIVE ALPHAOf.. 'f 

Ramon Genaro DIAZ BESSONE 

7 .--.,0 silioN 

Minister of Planning 
•. ""''"""'" ~,=,-~ (Ycor, m<Jr\lh, d!ty) 

0, PRESE'.NT r--os1r10N 

1976-10-23 I 
d, DATE OF RANK (Yr, n,v, dt'ly) I 

Br igadier General/General de Brjgada 1972-12-31 I 
---.--,_ OR•-NC tt OS sEnV~ICE -j. a , ~, E RVICf" 

Army Artillery 
7 t, OA"(t I .ND Pl.. A. CE OF 81R1H (Tvw11, Store, l'r. vwce, Counlry) 9, \ E X ! 

1925-10-27, San Rafael, Mendoza, Argentina Male j 
- ,-.,-_- p-,.-~se:~:; ,- A-t'_D_R_~_s_s -,,-,.,- ,-.. -• • -.,.-"- .. -n-,,-,-.-,,-,-,.,.-, ,-,-.-p-~_..,,;",...,.-,-.,.-,----(-b_)_(_6_) _ _ -,-_____ "T""_T_E_L _E_P_H_O_II_E_"_0 ____ - ______ I 

11. Nt,1 10NAL ITY 

Argentine 
·-----

12. 11:f\C E. 

Caucasian 

I 

\). PHOTO SUl3MITT EO •. · 0 (b)(6) I -
l:xJ ,·,:s Cl ., 

Argentine 
,s. RELIG IOl'i I r · 

[.] PRACTL,-c -, N- G--;1-=.1;:--N-O _l< _P _R _Ac- ,- ,C1N(, : 

If. Tll 1. F.S A,t,.'O H(.)NOP.IFICS ( l'ri11C'c-, /)nc-ror, l'1mdir, rte). \1. MA.RI TAL $TATIJS 

General Staff Officer IXI l<ARRIEO r:J SIN~LE. 

[-J DIVORCED !7 WIOOVJEO 

l - - ------------------~ _ _ __ P_H fSICAL DESCRIPTION 
1R, AGE J9, Ot=:M'tO 

52 I ~1 YCS iJO NO 

21. r:'r.(JMINENT OA UNUSUAL FE A.TURt;:S (Mc,ltt-, scMl>, hi11h1ri1tr lts, ,rfc ) 

None 
22. C\lLOA £ V F;~ 

Brown 
23. COLOR HAIR 

lactt/Graying 
27. 8UILO (Sm1tll, mrdlum, l1tt/l.t:) 

Medium 
30. PHYSICAL DE FECTS 

.l4. 0 A l..0 

[ ~ YE S 

28, rosTURE 
Erect 

2 '.). T E£f~ (Ntitmol) 

n HS nn NO [XI YES n NO 

[]) "o 1. 77 meters 75 kilograms 
29- [Xl R IGHT HANDED 

CJ l EfT ltANL>E O 

JI, C€NEA:AL STA.T E 01--· HEA.LTH 

_li_.,._,_c._ _________ __________ +---___.,......_,:;...,...i..=.u.,.. __________ _ 

25. HEIGH1 26, WEIGHT ~ 

32, HARO OF tfEA~ING ]3, GLASSES 

C-1 vEs ~ !Xl Y ES 1.7 NO Reading 
- ----------~P;::f;:-R;;-<;'.. O;::N:;-A-:--;-1.--;B;'A--;C:;:-. K;:-,G;:-R;:'O:',:-:U::M::D---"-'--'--------"'--------------j 

Normal elementary/high school education 
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35. L A NGUAUE P~OF"lC IEMCV ( lllc:/ud('> dl#tlf:ch, d~Rtco ot llucocy, tt nd •bUily t Q act,. . frttn11l111 or/lnt~ tpt•t•r), 

French - bel ieved fluent 

Bel gium and all of Western Europe 1957-59 

0-NCL4SSIFIED 
----------- ---- ··--·------···--·------- --------·-·--
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1i J) b)(3):10 USC 424 

/ I 



r .. : , . '\" • ! ! ·=, 
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I 
l 1943 

1
1945 
1949 
1952 
1954 
1956-1960 
1957 
1966 

1967 
1958-1969 
1959 
1972 
1973 

1975 
1975 
1976 
1976 

. ··- ····•-· - ·--·--·-- .Y.~r_c_,_.:ASSJFJJ~-0 ----··- - --·-·--- r o .. • 1_<·' J' •· . ---· 
. 1 . , . ;· • ( :,, 1 ,. , . , 1,; .,· 1 ,, , . , , 1 , , , , •• ,. . , , , ,d .,, , .;,,. i~: . ~•or, : ,., ,. -.,t, ,,.,,,., ; : • ••r. ,r , ,.,,. 1/ 1 n 1• •1•u • . , t ,,, ,. ,~r• 

• 1 I , I •• , ll"I I , • , , . , •I , \ I : , I • 1:I :••1• I ' , " j , • '..,; I •), ,.fq,1, "! , , ;J,.,./ ,,r 1111 11; I•• , ,,,..,, "' • , • -. t ,,, ,. ~ lf'l 1•1'. , ) 

Entered Military Academy 
Graduated from the Military Academy commissioned as artillery officer . 
Promoted to 1st Lieutenant 
Promoted to Captain : attended the Superior War College 
Graduated as General Staff Officer 
Served in G-3 Operations 
Promoted to Major; Attended the Belgian War College 
Promoted to LTC; Served as Ccrnmander of the Army Artillery in the 
IV Air Transported Batt a lion . 
Attended Superior Strategy School 
Chief of Staff of the VIII Mountain Brigade 
Promoted to Colonel 
Secretary of the Planning and Action Committee of the Government 
Commandant of the VII Mountain Brigade; Federal I nterventor in the 
Mendoza Province 
Army G-3 
(As,J~Pt)- Commander, V Army Corps in Bahia Blanca 
(Sept) - Commander, II Army Corps in Rosario 
(Oct) - Became Minister of Planning 
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1/•~;::,;•,••:-lp, 

I 

l Subject has never visited the US although he has manifested an interest in doing so. 
In t he last year he has made acquai ntance with l , 

I and has maintanined contact with them. Knows and respects COL 
IOX3110 USC 424 

! I . l (b)(3) 10 U.S.C. 424 I 
! 
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l 4 2, PU'JLISKE O WOl<KS ( T l t 11.· of •ttiClf!! or boolt; If M tl~ ,~. nume of r,ubl#('.'111'.M flf)PfJMin~ h:, d at ~ r,uh ll1t1'1~rl, r,1•b lhh@1.) 

I n 1973, as Colonel on the General Staff, he was in charge of a Commission that published 
"Proyecto Naci onal. " This book s tudies Argentina along with its role in t he world i n the 
futu re (30 yearsi) . I 

l 

- · 
SPOIi~~ - FAMILY 

43. ruLL NAME O F SPOUSE, "'· MAIOEM NA..,U:'. 0~ SPOUSE. 

(b )(6) 

·~- U"" IC.. (r e11,, m.ontn, 0'0)') ""N'U PLACE: or BIFclH 

... NATIONALI TY (ludi<, •f• duttl c lU~rrt•hip tvht're a ppllc#lblo) .,. RACE ... RE LIGION I 0 PRACT1CIHG 

I 1 1 NONPRACTIC1NG ... 8 AC KCROU N O ( E. .Suc ,.lion; ••:•tauat:t' ff.' prC"lerrnc e ,n 1,-,<t<J end "rink; hobble 111; p relf,r• nce_ In ente,la inmen I; • p et i a l inre,e• te; 
p,o t caalonol •ocietl~ • •) 

50. CHILOll E: N ( Notne•• • • tt• •A••, tna t ltal •t14 1u11, 11t h.et ll•tn• t,/ l nl,:1e 111t • uch •• ~ "hbol•, l1eallh, miHt•ry • .,, i•IC• • ) 

4 children 
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GONFIDENTIAL •• .. P e 1 ol 2 Pa et-

,. COUNT AV I , f"UU .. NAME ~ ue.: ECT I 3. D AT E 01=' INF'OAM A TION ( Yr~ mo. 

Argentina Ramon Genearo DIAZ BESSONE 1976- 12-01 doy) 

G UIDANC F. • Th, ,c:: .-.11,,,)/ ('111 1•u11.uy ,nlormalion will he ,1tt.'1dtt.·1/ 10 f>D F orm / 306 - / . T~i .o; .'C:11pp lemt.•nf has l.,t•t:11 

dt•s ,R,n,•d 10 /Jri"venr lh<· d1s,.:los urt! o l ~en s irivc 1nformat1on to l o r c,~n nat1011,1ls and lo !''ov, dt- for 
~ collt•cl or· .... , , .,· .-.:-cs!ii m c n t o f st1bjcc t . Sen sitive ,nformat,on o f .on 0 11c- r ,tt11on1tl n.Jlure u·h11·h mus/ h e 
t it,Jhlly c;nntrolled ( pArngrar,h 7h. D IAi 58 - 1.1) .-.hould not b e in t lurled w thi s. s uµplrmrrH . Whett.' 
prac t i<-ub l t:. th e follow;n R inlorm1;1t1 o r1 w i ll b e furnished 

51. POLICE R ECOA:o { Othc>r rhan mi'nnr vrnl,,trons) 

Unknown 

52, REl.,ICilON _ Errect of subject' s relig i on or religious connec.t ioru on h i s acti ons . m iliuar)' advancement. po l itical views. etc . 

I 

l(b)(6) 

SJ- A.CQUA1N f ANCES A N O RE L AT I V ES - Apparent influenc e of .acqua1nt.-.nces and r~fative11 on subj ect' s v iews o r career , 

Brigadier General (RE) Juar. CARRANZA Z/IVARIAS (r et i red in 1973 upon return of Peron is 
now working in Planning Ministry and repor tedl y is in fluent ia l. He at tended French W,:i r 
College and Inter-Force Superior School in P,i r is from 1960-63 . Apparent ly shares pro-
French (Europe) bias --ith DIAZ BESSctIT . DIAZ BESSONF- was one of CARRANZA ZAVARIAt ~ubor dina 
in the Planning Secretar iat in 197l-

S4. CHAR A CTEA - Subject ' s character . strer.ctt\s and wealtnesu::s, inte lli1ence. loyalty, iudcment . abi l i ty to communicate. 
ab i lity, •nd influence. Si cn i rican<e of ind iv i dual in shapina internationa l policie s or his covntry . 

leadersh i p 

Subject' s principal tra i t iF t,is strength and resolve . He exudes authority, but does not 
abuse or r un roughstxrl. over subordinates . That people fight for the privilege of putting 
in 20 hour days as his subord inate attests to his leadership ability. While he has an 
excellent abi lity to comn11mi c11te face-to-face, in a recent hour long televiision address 
he did not come acros s well. A~ t he senior minister of government he obviously will [(b)(6 J 

(b)(~): xercise great i nfluence in shaping policy. One significant weakness m~y keep him out 
f t he Pr esidency, and that i~ his unsuccessful marriage . I --- I I - - -- - - I It i s questionable whether the 
e ..... ,. v.a.U'=' ~'-"'-'~•"-- J .._,,.. more spec,1 1ca11y "Lne ra~"er prudish Argentine Army, would accept 

him a s a re2lacement for VIDELA , who is a .il!r agQo of r rgentine Catholic virtue . [ _ j . 
I 

~
(b)(3) 10 U.S.C. 

(b)(3) 10 U.S.C. 424 424 

ss. POL 1 T I C Al.. ORIENT A TION - A ttitude towards. United States. and other countri es . Remar ks and acti ons or subject toward 
representati ves. or the Unite<! States. and its. allies. ,nd to reP"e•entative:1 of non.aliened nations 
and CommUf'list bloc ncuionaf1, P o fitic.al ac.tivities and atti tudes . im9()(tant politica l contacts. 
party affi1iations . Pottnti ~ I pol i t i cal influence in country fn the event of a change in government . 

Sub,ject admires the US and wants Argenti na to emulate the US where possible, but he does 
not have a personal or sentimental l'l ttachment to the us, feeling much clo~er.,.__ to 
Western Europe . This results from his heritage (Spanish on father' i< side , Italian on 
mother's) as much as from his personal experiences . He is str ongly anti-communi st and 
is convinced t hat Argentina's current subver sion is Ms,rxist or i.ented and iF' aided ar.d 
encouraged from the US and Western Furope, especially by the libe ra l press . For more 
on hi.s political views see referenced !R's and Amembassy message . 
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56. PERSONAL APPE ARANCE - Appr•isal of subject's dre ss, peraon7.I habit s, mannerism,. eccentricities , peculiariti•~ of speech and 
1ait , prominent or unu.sual physical features, e.a., teeth. eye s. 5hape of face, complex•on, tendency 
toward ba ldina. etc. 

General DIAZ BESSONE is a striking officer. He looks , walks and talks like a general. 
He is well groomed, wears tailored uufonns and civilian clothing and is impeccable 
in his dress . Subject is graying at the temples and appears to be a very distinguished 
gentleman . He speaks very clearly and in a well or ganized manner imparting an 
impression of strength . 

57, AOOIT IONAL IN FORMA TION ON SPOUS£ -Spouse"s political v iews , appearanc e., personatity, attitude towMd United States and other 
counuies. influence on husband. Spouse's family conneetions influencinc the husband's 
c areer . 

Apparently there is very little possibility for a reconciliation . 

58 , ADDI T IONAL COMMENT S: 

1sec. 

a , Lef'lcth of t ime collector has known subject and frequency of contact(s). Ind icate how much or the information is based 
on the collector's own observation. Indicate other sources for information on subje ct . 

3.3(b) (1};(b)(3):10 USC 424 

b. Best • •ys of caininc subiect"s c ~fh:lence and exertin1 influence on ~im. 

Subject is an amiable person who i s interested in a variety of topics . A straight forward 
appr oach would be the best method to obtain his confidence and militar y subjects would 
be good for openers . He is fond of clastical. music and one schooled in this topic could 
use the subj ect effectively. He enjoys talking about his experiences in Europe while a 
student (1957-59) . Subject has o large ego and one might gain his confidence by flattery, 
but this would have to be done very deftly over an extended jsec. 3.3(b) (1) I I c.__~_c__ ____ _ 

[sec. 3.3(b) (1) 

c. Mil itary reputation. competence , and sicniricance. lnctude ftnancial status. dependence on personal« poUtical 
connections for mil itary position. Reputation in own service. collect«' s own assessment of mi litary competence. 
and military ~.nd / or political potent ial of subject. 

Subj ect is proud of being the most senior man of his military academy class still on 
a ctive duty. Actually, he stood #3, but one senior died and the other retired . Whil e 
he has a good reputation as a troop corrmander, a hard, but firm, taskmaster, and a tireless 
worker, he is particular ly respected by most army officers as an intellectual. He basks 
in this reputation and likes to think of himself as a philosopher, and a futurologist . 
Although he denies that he is personally abitious, he i mpresses RO as a man who has 
prepar ed himself all his life to be a national leader and as one who is convinced that he 
will eventual ly wield great power . As Pl anning Minister , and acting Presi dent when LTG 
VIDELA leaves the country, he finds himself in a favorable position . When VIDELA leaves 
office, for whatever r eason, it i s very likely that his classmates will also leave and 
turn over the reigns to a junior class . There is historical precendence for this. DIAZ 
BESSONE is the senior man in t he class behind VIDELA'S . Ther efore, DIAZ BESSONE must 
at this writing be considered the most likely successor to VIDELA both as Army Commander 
and President . 
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