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PROVlDEO BY SECRETARY OF THE PRESlOENCY, BG JOSE VlLLARfAL OURlNG 
A LUNCHEON JN HONOR OF MM. CHARLES E, 0RAY, DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
ijECROTARY FOR ~ATJN AMERICAN -AFFAIRS ON i DECEMBER, ADOITIONAL 
OfTAlLS HAVE SEEN DRAWN FROM EXTENSIVE MEDI~ REPORTING ANO 
OTHE~ SOURCES ON COL PlTAIS DRAMATtt ESCAPE. 
2, (C/NOFORN) DURING THE EARLV MORNING HOURS OF 7 DEC 1~16, 
COL JUAN A. PJTA ESCAPfO PROM A TEkRORIST PEOPLEIS PRISO N 
WH~RE HE HAO BEEN ~fLD CAPTIVE ~OR SIX MONT HS ANO NJNE DAYS. 
COL ~ITA, WHO HAO SEEN APPOINTED lNTERVENTOR OF THE GENERAL 
CONfEOERATION OF LAROR, WAS KIONAPPED HY A GROUP WHICH CALLED 
ITSELF THE HARXlST LENlNlST COHHUNIST PARTY ON 30 MAY 76 NEAR 
LA PLATA •HI~E RET URNING HONE • ITH HIS FAMILY F~OM A SUNUAV 
OUTING l(b)(3): 10USC424 I 
J. te,~e, BHN ALTAOUG~ COL Pl TA WAS NOT TORTURED, HIS SIX MONTHS 
PLUS lN CAPTl\llTY 10.5 HAHKEO IH SOLITUDE, DEPRIVATION, ANO SUf\• 
HUMAN LIVING CONDITIONS 1 HE WAS JAILED IN A 2 X 2 X 2.5 ~~TEH 
SU~TfRHANEAN CELL WITHUUT AOE~ATE LlGHTlNG OR VEHT1LATI ON 1 

SANITARY FACILlTlfS WEHE NO~•EXISTENT 4NO HE WAS UNA5Lf 
TO BATHE FOR THE OURATlON, THE CUL ~AS FUHCE~ TO fXlST MAINLY 
ON SCRAPS o, FOOD LffT OVE~ BY HI S CAPTOHS AfTfR THEY HAO 
EATEN, Hf LOST OVER TWENTY POUN DS OU~ ING TH~ ORDEAL, THf 
ONLY M~OICAL ATTENTION ~HlCH HE HECEIVE O WAS lMMEOIATELY 
FOLLU~lNG HIS CAPTURE. THE auEHklL~AS 8HO UGHT IN ONE OF 
THEI~ PHYSICIANS TO ATT~NO TO HIS HEAD INJUHlfS IN OROER 
THAT" HE HIGHT tSE TRIED IHA "PEUPLE 1 S COURT." COLONEL. 
PITA APPEAREU ~E~ORE THE "REVOLUTIONARY TRJBUNAL," ON 
TWO OCCASION~• 'IRST, A SESSION LASTING A60UT rouR HOUHSJ 
ANO SfCONO, A ~RUEL!NG EIGHTEE N TO TWENTY HOUR SESSION, THE 
TEHRORIST5 FILME D THE PHOCEEOlNGS, BUT IT IS UNCLfAR WHfTHER 
THEY USED MOVIE FJLH OR VIO~O TAPE. DURING THf FILMING 
co~ PITA WAS ONLY PEH"lTTEU TO A~6wER "YESP OR ~No, 11 BUT 
WA$ PERMlTTEU TO PROVIDE HORE DETAILED ANSWERS WHEN 
"OFF CAMERA." HE WAS FOUND GUILTY SY THE GUERRlL~AS FOR CRl"fS 
AGAINST THE P!OPLE ANO WAS SENTENCEO TO DEATH. HE WAS 
SU~J~ClEO TO THREE MOCK EXECUTIONS SY ,IRING SQUAD& IN 
WHJCH THfY 'lREO ROUNDS CLOSE TD HIS HEAD, THROUGHOUT THE 
ORDEAL, PITA ~AS CONTINUALLY THREATENiD WITH DEATH. 
4, (0fH8FBRN, THE TERRORISTS ATTEMPTED TU 8RAtNWASH THE 
COLONfL DURING Hl8 CAPTIVIT¥• FOR THf FIRSf FEW MONTHS THE 
ONLY REAOING MATERIAL MHlCH Hf WAS PROVIDED MAS SUij\lERSIVE 
~ITE~ATUHE, WHICH Hl HEfUSED TO READ. ALSO, A'TEk HIS 
~THIAL" HE WAS TOLD THAT HE COULD WRllE LETTERS TO 
HIS fAMI~Y. ME REFUSED TO 00 THIS STATlN' TMAT, SINCE H! 
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~AU SEEN SENTtNCEO TO OEATH, SUCH LETTERS ~OULO ONLY 
RAlSE FALSE HOPES, ONLY 1N THE ~JNAL WEEKS OF HIS 
CAPTIVITY WAS HE ·PROVIDED MJTH NEW3PAP~RS, MAGAZINES, ANO 
A TRANSISTOR RADIO, 
5, t8/N8F8R~) COL PITA IS E~CAPE APPARENTLY ~AS MADE POSSI8L~ 
SY A COMSlNATION OF EVENTS, FIRST, THE TERRORISTS BECAME 
MORE CARELESS lN THEIR VIGILANCE AND LEFT HlH UNGUARDED FOR 
SHORT PERIODS, SECOND, A SERies OF HEAVY RAIN STORKS 
SOFTENfO THE EARTH PERMITTING A LARGE BOULDER TO FA~L 
AGAINST THE WEAKE~fO WALLS OF Ht UNDERGROUND PRISON, 
THUS, ON 7 OECfMeER, co~ PlTA WAS A~LE TO ESCAPE BY TUN~ELING 
THROUGH A UETERlORATlN~ WAL~ DURING THE ABSENCE OF HIS GUAHD 1 
ONCE FREE HE ARMED HIMSELF WITH ONE Of THE TERRORISTS 
$U8MACHlNE GUNS ANO 'LED, CLAD ONLY IN PAJA"AS AND WITH 
HAIR DOWN TO HlS SHOUL~ERS, TO A NEARBY ROAD, THERE HE 
COMHANOEEREO A TRUCK ANO HAO lT TAKE HIM TO THE 501ST 
CO~MUNlCATlON& SATTALION IN CITY BELL, ~LY A SHORT 
DISTANCE AwAY, TROOPS FROM THE ?TH INF REGT lMHfOIAT~LY 
WEHE SENT TO THE GUERRILLA HIDEOUT, ~UT HIS CAPTORS HAO 
AL~EADY fLEO, NEIGHROORS, WHO HAO NO IDEA THAT THE 
OCCUPANTS OF TH£ HOUSE WERE SU6VERSIVfS, TOLO . MlLITARY 
OFFlCEkS THAT THEY NOTICED THE OCCUPANTS FRANTICALLY 
SEARCHIN~ FOR SOM[THIN, AROUND THE HOU$E ANO THEN 
NOTICE~ SEVERAL PERSONS OEPART IN A GREAT HURRY, 
"· ce,c~uu .. ,et:11,0,eRU) COL.ONEL. P!U fJilAS IN REl'IAHKA!:SL.Y GOOD 
PHYSICAL CONOITION, ASIDE F~OM HIS WEIGHT LOSS, AND WAS 
MENTALLY ALE~T. HE REPORTEOlY EXEH~ISEO IN HlS CELL EACH 
OAY ANO NEVER GAVE UP HOPE OF RETU~NlNG TO HIS fAMI~Y, 
SHORTLY AFTE~ HIS LJb!HATION HE MET WITH PR~SIOENT VlDELA, 
A ~IFf LON~ FRIEND, REPOkTEOLY, Hf TOLD THE PRESIDENT 
THAT HE HAD ALWAYS ~ELlfVEO IN GOD, ijUT NOW HE BEL.lEVEO HORE 
STRONGLY THAN fVER SINCE HE WAS CONVINCEU THAT MIS MIRACULOUS 
ESCAPE ~AS GODIS ANSWEH TO HJS PfASONAL PRAYERS ANU THOSE 0~ 
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