
1, COuMTJ:IY, 

a . 5tlaJECT: 

nu uua: c 

AR 

Arny co:;:N Opera t i on 
in Tucuman (li) 

1. ISC NI.Hlall•: 

S. ,-l.ACt ANO D• T! O" ACO: 

1975 Sep 3 
& . [V,d.lJA T~ON : SOUftCL 

ti, S U .. M A,(lltV : 

I . A~POIIII T NU .. 9,(:lt: 

I . DA'TII o, ftCt-OftT i 

10. KO. OJ" ~AGES: 

(b)(3):10 USC 424 

19"/5 '.,ep 10 

3 

(b)(3): 10 USC 424 

12. OIIIIOINATO,.: I (b)(3): 10 USC 424 

u . PN:IPAREO ev: 

(b)(3):10 USC 424 

(b)(3): 10 USC 424 

(@;'ll?Jl;'!b!E!.19!@ ) Government forces have scored some :rece:-it 
s~ccesses in the Tucumar1 { 26L1-9s-65131•1) COI N Opera:;ion . There 
are Widely vary:l.n g estimates of number of' g~c·rrilla.s k:I lled. 
some of whom may have diec. followi;1g i ~terrogati on. Army 
remains f ri.,s t ratecl in i ts attempt to u.own e;uer-rilla helicopter 
operating ii~ : J~e zor;e and recent gue!'rilla acti vi ti es may 
s p ark joint I:'!:il:itary ant.j - st:bversivc campa:i gr . 
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1 . z(ii;'f'PP-), Anny and police forces ir.it.iated a massi ve 
manhunt in 'l'ucuman following the Montone:ros ' successtul 
attack on the airfi eld t here. On 2S Aug 7 5 ti'~e f1;aerrillas 
bor.ihed t he runway at t11e Tucuman airport duri ng the : a.ke-
of f of an ,Ur ?orce C-130f. ca r go plan e f illeci wi th National 
Gcndar~erie border guards . Five troops lost thei r lives in 
the attack. ,ll,ccord:ng to a reliable s ou rce . 9 terrorts ts 
who were responsible for the i ncident have been t racked clowr. 
captured and "eliminated" . 1'!eanwhile the press r epor-'.;s that 
10 guerrl.llaic: have been killed i n separate actions followi ng 
clashes which ·oe('.;an on 28 Au6ust betwe en j nsur gents and 
.,, , ernmen ~- r 
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(b)(3): 10 USC 424 

2 . ( J51tll't;'h . ll!ld ~ CllG ;1ew:-paper clu"'..1,:s thllt 800 e:,wr r i l l es 
:-1ave l•E:e:1 ki lle1. •,•10.1::d l:' ::i o:· captured sln<;t; \.he Army movo:cl 
i'lto 'i"..lc n1a1 i lasr. f,'eln ·u ar:.-·. ~!l::.s r·_gltre 1·cported1 y ::;t;rp i·i sect 
ma::y oLservers sin:::e Ge'.1Eral 'ii l as bad announced _;_n 12,te ?,'.ay 
t~a~ 350 µ;ut"!Tillas :'ell L :to this catel-':ory . Cne nource 

Sec. 3.3(b) (1) 

3 . ,, 1,<,ijC _ <■::Hi?I'i: ) r.c,1J::-ce Wl)O ;)aS ":>een a ,~l,lvely irl'JOl Ve'.l 
ir. :.tf:! ;,.r:ny ' s Tucumc1,:r, ope::-at l on report3 that trie Arm:,- h2.s no 
idea of Lhe ,l'.L'!ll:e~· o: g·.1er·:-illa~ opera-Ling in t:1e A. <' . He 
~t-atccl t'~at. ::'.ap:.-,1i'C,l rloc:i:ne:n~s i :::lic.atr~ t:1at t he, su::ver.:;:..ves 
from all ovet .in·r'.er.'..:i:•,a are i:al lej ,tp.;,n i;c, !;e rv,:; iri T..1.cum1::n 
a.:iJ :..:~at a rola tio~, sysi, em is :.: ein~ emol cyed . The gHe rr"'.. llas 
a"·e wcll-eq:..·ippc:1. 1·,-,1,. am:n-.1r-i -.i en i .3 net issuP.d •inr.:. l 
J.1:-:t hcforea-,, or,cn1:-,jor . ;l.r.ccF·~:i:1r{ to t.hc ,;011 r0P, , ;;he t, i:>rror­
ists fear i r flltrativr . . Rec1::1.1: l v . ,-1~1"':, f o-,.i!· t-!· .. : c-k loads cf 
s~bver1ivt:3 we~e ret~~~i~~ trom"a local village !they were 
-~J~ere to 1101:1 a pa::-!'.dc ar:.d. :nil.kc a r1>.cr11i ti.'lg " iJm) they m ,ex ­
pcc tee: l y ra~ ·.1por. ::.evE:ral :::olcli e ·"s •.w:::-ki :-ie-, 0:-1 a s ~nc0l. The 
""roops opered fi ·ce. k.i. l l e:i f.:..,,1r an:1 wo·.1r:d<::l ot.:-1e r s . !1llhou;,;h 
l::e GL<erri.llas ·,,e! ·e a.,m~:.i . t!'lE: 01,l:,-· anur.uni ticn a'.'nile.ble 
waE ii: -:.:e l ea::! v e:~i r.7 c . ,•;:: i r.i1 rct11rnc ·l f•i J'F. . 

4 . ~:- ,<1112D;Cisiiifil!C ) ;\ source rE:v~al ed. l,:-:a;: p'.!•iso:1e::-s taken 
i1. ~o cu.s-:otly foll owing colltact a~·e eegregrate:1 1:-1-.0 -.:hree 
g::-oups : (1) co~~i rmed g~er::-il las (? ) collabcratcrs ( 3) :-us­
peC'. t !"i . C:.:>r :'i:t:ne:I c:·-le:trillas a:te i:,terrogat-= j a :.,,.::l..__,t..._t~e .. 1_._1~,--~~ 
killeu (', hi£ co1.fir:-ns repor ~eJ pra:-c:i :: t::o i:-: H, ' sl(b)(3):10USC 424 

l(b)(3):10 use 42 I). ::ollaboratoro a1·c ':11rrec over -:-.o a~1:.J1orj t-.1 cs fo r 
prosecutio~ a~j E.lape~~~ arf rcportejJy releaeP.d . G':her 
.ir:dv.ic.uals ( w::o ·na;; r.ave been ld€:nlified a£ l.e:·ro rh;Ls by 
Ir,Lellii'.enCl!} are :::eLzec a l r.1 1.!';11: Ly :::ol diers i".'1 civilian 

DD 

<::.recs . 1'he;r arc k illcc or "ju.:a 1i:aappca'!'". 1.1·-· r;~ q·.1 cries 
a r e i:i~de r.o,·cernin_.1 thE:ir where - abo.1:;s. ::--:e .4r:n:,r :.:la "l 1P.s 

(b)(3) 10 USC 424 
5 . ; ~ ) Tht: 11pha11~om" 11,.ter::illa :\elL :op:;;er continu<=c 
its sporati ,: flights tl1rougl: ut :.:1c J'. . ::, . ~-pparc~-':ly 
or,1·,, or.e :c -:;:Lo ! revio·.1slv -':wo were reuorted (- Ifote .::R 

...,..,.___,,--.....,..._. opera :.ir:i{. in -:i~e pro,1ince . (::1e Al'm:, l t i ~cr rcpor ,::; 
t.i:at it. :It> pai r"'.°-P.G blac~:. f;el ive::-s s '.1pplies a:-d mi:ikes nilhl 
leaflet dr:>ps. 'l'he hel icop~e r 1;:re·.-1 was e,, lJer,':-l y ob '.al;1ing 
c;a1ooii1:e f;•om ',!:<:: ,'; al '.;a ( 211~7:3- 05251/i) tHr:;ior c . 1"i1e Arn:y 
repor·ts ;;ha:. -:,::e:r cap·~·.;rec !l :er rori st wh c. was wcrki •,g at 
the ai r f1clct . sti:>alin~ J asoline , ~octori~~ !'eport~ anJ 
pro,:idin ; fuel to the terrori s ts . T::c: r.e l i (.'.op:,e:- proi1l em 
is '=- rc-c~l ; __ J,orr, in t-.1, e :i.rrn::,· 1 r, ~i.je , ·1 ·-,·-·ce .> i r l•',,rce fighter 
airr.raft. we·~e s ':a ;:. ior:e:d ir: T 1ctrnan (2u492 - 6513W) to dee:l.roy 
i~ buL werE J~H~~cessful. 0ne of the leadi~g Army A~r 
i'eferise ()f:_'i ,~c rs was r0r.c1: tly i n ,:o::--dci:a :::oor::li '.•1at:nc: some 
s0 r t. of -:nar,euvet· t h e n:, ar.d i s expe:.::.,':!:.l ;,o ,·e-.:., r·~; i:1 : wo 
weelcs . 

C. ;~ ) Ti.e .ces:e1: : ,'1.cny sl:-1:'fle of comnH1:1:lers hr,.:; not 
weakened t:.& :l eacer·.,. .... ....;.-...i...1,,,1....1,,_~..__._IIIIIIK... .. T:-,e :1ew Cc rps 
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Corr.rr.ander , -::(: 1:e,1r:riic7., 1::; a IH~rd liner l ike Lhe forr.ier 
cormnard er . p.c; DeL..'a ' Lai·o c c a . -·he V ;nfa r•t r y -; r ' i:;A r.:.c L.:om:nan•:ler 
was no t: ci1an;;crl. 'l'lii:, o rt::ar: iza➔: ion has \Jeer, 1·espor,sl.ble for 
Lhe ma.j <..c !"i t': or the i.:c ::·i Co'=rat ·i ~)r,s ~ n •• ,1c,1rnan . . ts C:) . 
1:e·1e·ral '! i ln.s is re6arde•l · a s a good comman der and i s r especte 
0:1 :-:is s:::i-·ocr::linat.P.s . 

. :::.1-r 1. ( f/21Eli/TT'11' l ·i ) : 'l':1e Army a s we l l as c:Lher s ecu.r l t:, 
:·crcE:s appear to :~ave steppP:i llp thci r a1~1.;i -g1.1crri l l a 
opera ',ions . 1 ·, l s t8li eve:J. ;;;•at t hey rihvr: h;id rcll.GOhll.ble 

J~ccess an1 ~ave ca~sed c~~iderabl e dlsruut ic~ witni~ the 
guerrill a irf·,-'.l.!". ".'.·r ·.1c".' .. 1rc . 'l'r:e figure of :500 gue r r illa 
c asual tie s l s p r obably w. ex aggeratto~ . Y1e•e i s, ~owcvc r , 
li t tle do·-b", 1-0,; t~iat ll 1t: ~err o !'ist-s ' .'.'a ~"' is seal ed on-:e 
c<i.ptu r ed . 

CM_' ;~ . ( !9,'11 .·1,C_ Joflt±S ) : '.l'he re;:,:eu, w..1rge L: ~et;uri',.'i :'o: ·;:;e 
ac.ti v i t y in 'T\ icuman co1;J d Ile a r eGpor.ce t.o -:i:ree tizarre 
!;L-.C.:Cesses : 1 1 l he nn.:r de r of Ar:ny t~pt. r<eJler or ?4 Au.>!. 7 ~· 
,\Note TR (b)(3):1 0 USC 424 , (2) t h e bomh i n"of t r-0. Na.v y "' r i)3'A.tc . 
Santis~l:la 'I'r i 11idac tlol.e ITT (b)(3):10 USC 424 . and ' \ '.;l:e des -

truct1.011 01' the Air 1-'or ce C-1381' '. Note l R b 3 :10 USC 424 
~hese e vents conld h;;ve hack- fi r cc on th0 te r r oris ts . The 
11:. l.Ler Lwo inc;iJe11ts were apparentl y desilP.;red to f o rce -:;:~e 
f'-".ilitary to prei~pt:.vel.v rno v1;,d~~t~1sl the Pe~·o11 Hec:.:ne c.u rin~ 
the: lateGt cri sis. v i:, tne co If .' • t h ey s t irred u p a t:orr:e:, ' s 
nest . The ~avy sew •t.s 1·• r st nationally conc tructed ~a~-of-war 
liiL j_y a ,:iomb at her berth :.n R"'..o Sant iago (3<+:31S- '.i7:..,4:-:) . 
Concur't:mtl y , the :\:'..r rorce was bl ood l ed by t he :ue rr l llas fo r 
t he first. t ' roe . 'l'hc A'.r J:,'o r ce t<ik e s g r eat pride in i ts C-1301! 
f l .;,et a ~d t he terrorists l'=ft o:1e b1i rning anrl 0cst.r oycd 
a t the en1 of the 'f'Licurr,an r u11wa;y . 

C~4T 3. ( .3J-112D:'L..lii'H ; : The n ew .t..rrr.y hierarch y has r.-:P..dP. it 
~l car t'.1a" they wan t no e:1vcl veir.enL in po l l Lies . Accord.:.nc 
to o~e local 0. -:l :i t ori a l . they arc r eady and w:;. l l inR; to 'take 
o:. a :alsslo,, that. l s aFpropriat.el:r 1".J1~i.r1> 11

• The, 1:av,; and 
Air :•orce ap:;iare:1tl .Y sha ::-e ;,,~1e Arm:v ' s r::on •, i ctl cn , :"h e: 
1.1psu r ?.~ ir t~ ~rori s t a ~: t i vi ':ies , cou:;ilecl with J ama;:ed f,'..r 
F'<..> r ce a.n:l ~;avy p ::-id.es . :::o·Jl :i cry;;t.al 1 7.c ,joi.nt il.rme:.t J:'or ce s 
ope rat i ons a!,!;ai::s L ~i':~ i~:s..1 .!';{e:. ts . T:Oe c;ene r als have ;:;een 
·.ir.,:,;uccessf·.11 a-::. r.his ga:nc j r: ;:t: e past , but now con:1:'.. t "'..LlilS are 
! ·i pe f0r joi :1-: op e:ca-:i o:1s . 'T'ne g,ierri l la.s ma:,.: ce ::.n ctor e 
for :;o~ne l:a,·::i '; l~11es i r: "';'r.e :non ":.hs abea:1 . 
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REMARKS 

He!': J.R j(b)(3):10 USC 424 I 
In accordance \o.1.th our· previous conversations an~i 
cot'l'.'espoodence, I believe that the following limited 
distribution should be made of t he reference .:R. 
I woUld hope that SOJre type of caveat could be put 
wit h t his IR when issued so that it will not be 
further d.1sserri'l1ttcd. 
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