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1B sUMMARY:

(W} Government forces have scored some recent
successes in ihe Tucuman (26495-6513W) COIN Operation. There
are widely varying cstimates of number of guerrillas killed.
some of whom may have diec following interrogation. Army
remains frustrated in ils altempt tTo down guerrilla helicopter
operating i the zone and recent guerrilla activities may
spark joint military anti-subversive campaigr.
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| 1. opiapdBe Army oand police forces iritiated a massive

manhunt in Tucuman following the Montoneros' successil
attack on the airfield there. 0On 28 BAug 75 the guerrillas
bhombed the runway at the Tucuman airporti during the take-
of f of an Alr “orce (C-130F cargo plane fillea with National
Gendarmerie border guards. Five troops lost their lives in -
the attack. According to a reliable source. 9 terrorists
who were responsgible for the incident have been Lracked dowrn.
captured and "eliminated”. Meanwhile the press reporis that
10 guerrillas have been killed in separate actions following
clashes which began on 28 August between insurgents and
government Torees,
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Lhe majerity of the CCIN Cperations ‘n "ucuman. _te
tiemeral Yilas is regarded as a good commander and is
by ~ls sazcrdinates.

THT 1, | oo | ;"2 Army a5 well as clher cecurity
Zorces appear to have stepped up their anti—;uerrilia
operations., 1. is believed zrat they have had rcascnable
zuccess and nave caused consideravle disrupticn witnin ti
suerrilla irfrasiractare. ‘e figure of 500 guerrilla
casugliles 1s probably ar. exaggeration. There iz, however,
little doubl row Laat the Lerrorists' faue is sealed cnce
captured.

ML [ i« The recer L surge i securily Sooce
vity in Tucuman could he a resporce Lo three bizarre
suecesses 1} ihe murder of &rmy Opt Keller ar ;H Aug T3
\‘]\]UTE‘ T‘:{|(b )3):10USC424 |, (2) the bombing of the Wavy “rigate.
Cantisima Trinidad (Hole IR [(bX3):10USC424 [}). and [3 the dee-

truction of the Air Force (-1301° /Hote LE [(b)(3):10USC424 .
These events couild have hack-fircc on the terrorists. l'he
lzller Lwo incidents were epparently desiymed to force =he
Military to pwemnr-ve‘” move a"'llst the Peron Rezime curing
the latest crisis. ¢ 3 ;. they stirred up a2 hornei's
nest. The ‘avg RawW s 14 rst nn_ionnl‘v congtructed mar-of-war
hil by a osomb at her bherth in Rio Santiago (34513-,75H4%
concurgzntly, e Alr Porce was bloodied by the suerrillas for
the rirst time. Alr Porce takes great pride in its C- 1301
fleet and the terrorists left one burning and destroyed

at the end of the Tucuman runway.
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CMT 3. | e mblegind ' : Tle new Army hierarchy has made it
2lear that they want nce eavelvemenl in politlies. Aeccording
to one local edifeorial, they are ready and willis to take

or. & misslon that is aporopriately theirs". The Lavy and

vy

Air ~orce appyareatly share the Army's convicticn, The
upsurze irn tervorist activiiies, coupled with Jdamaced flr
Force and KRavy prides. 2o02ld erystalize joint Armed bHeorces
operations agairst ike insurgenis. The generals have seen
ansuccesstal at this game in the past, but now conditlons are

ripe for join®t copera%ionzs. Thne guerrillas may te in ctore
for gome hard Limes in tre months ahead.
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In accordance with our previous conversatlions and
correspendence, I believe that the following limited
distribution should be made of the reference IR.

T would hope that some type of caveat could be put
with this IR when issued so that it will not be
further disseminated.
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